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C ~ t h e r i u eFurnace was cons t ruc ted  i n  1836. The furnace  i s  pyramid i n  
shape cons t ruc ted  of handlaid s t o n e  without  t h e  use  of mortar.  Or ig ina l ly  
tile furnace  i n t e r i o r  was 8 f e e t  i n  diameter and 3 2  f e e t  h igh  above t h e  
f i r ebox .  The furnace  was designed t o  be  loaded from the t o p  w i t h  i r o n  
o re ,  l imestone,  and charcoal .  Because of des ign ,  most a l l  of t h e  
Vi rg in ia  i r o n  fu rnaces  were b u i l t  on t h e  s i d e  of a h i l l .  Another 
necessary i n g r e d i e n t  needed i n  adequate and continuous supply was 
water .  The water  was used t o  t u r n  a l a r g e  water  wheel which i n  t u r n  
operated t h e  a i r  bellows. 

Catherine Furnace is s t i l l  i n  good condi t ion .  The s e r v i c e  s t r u c t u r e s  
t h a t  were once a s soc ia t ed  wi th  t h i s  type of indus t ry  a r e  long gone,

i bu t  the  presence of t h e  s t o n e  s t r u c t u r e  is s u f f i c i e n t  t o  b r i n g  back 
memories of t h e  days gone by.

i 



-Enloo jcr+och o n ~or Alme a. ~ p p r o p ~ l s t e )  

3Pre.Columbian  016th Century 018th Century  020th Century 

Abor ig ina l  

C]Prohir tar ic  

'aHis to r i c  

C)A ~ r i c u l t u r o  

u A c ~ h i l o c t ~ r *  

0A r t  

aCornrnsrca 

Communications 

0 Conservat ion 

S T A T E M E N T  O F  S I G N I F I C A N C E  

0Educotgon 

0E n g i n s s r i n g

&x I n d u s t r y  

0I""."ti0" 
0Loodscope 

Archit.ctu,. 

0Lito to turo  

0Militory 

0Music  

AILS furnace was instrumental i n  producing h igh  qua l i ty  pig i ron  tha t  
was used i n  the Mexican and C iv i l  Wars. An a r t i c l e  t ha t  appeared i n  
Volume 3 of "The Yirginias" s t a t e s  tha t  "During the Mexican War ofjTI'
1846-1847, every shot f i r e d  and s h e l l  thrown a t  the  enemy was shipped 
from t h i s  Furnace." The a r t i c l e  fur ther  referred to  the f a c t  t ha t  
t h i s  furnace made s h e l l s  f o r  the Confederacy. History a l so  s t a t e s  
that  the furnace was enlarged a t  the time of the  C iv i l  War. Facts 
leading t o  the  rebuilding a re  incomplete a t  t h i s  time. The furnace 
could have been destroyed by Union forces and r e b u i l t  or  r e b u i l t  t o  
gain greater  eff ic iency.  I n  e i t he r  case, the  output of Catherine 
Furnace grea t ly  increased. 'For various reasons, t he  furnace never went 
jback i n t o  b l a s t  a f t e r  t h e  war. It was abandoned i n  i885.  
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Pe r sona l  f i l e s  of John D. Capron, Lynchburg, V i r g i n i a  . 
A s h o r t  h i s t o r y  of Page County, V i r g i n i a ,  by H. M. S t r i c k l e r ,  1952 
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