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CESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND QRIGINAL (if known) PHAYSICAL APPEARANCE

Catherine Furnace was constructed in 1836. The furnace is pyramid in

the furnace interior was 8 feet in diameter and 32 feet high above the
firebox. The furnace was designed to be loaded from the top with iron
ore, limestone, and charcoal. Because of design, most all of the
Virginia iron furnaces were built on the side of a hill. Another
necessary ingredient needed in adequate and continuous supply was
water. The water was used to turn a large water wheel which in turn
operated the air bellows.

Catherine Furnace is still in good condition. The service structures
that were once assoclated with this type of industry are long gone,
but the presence of the stone gtructure is sufficient to bring back
memories of the days gone by,

shape constructed of handlaid stone without the use of mortar. Originally
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

his furnmace was instrumental in producing high quality pig iron that
was used in the Mexican and Civil Wars. An article that appeared in
Volume 3 of '"The Virginias" states that "During the Mexican War of
1846-1847, every shot fired and shell thrown at the enemy was shipped
from this Furnace." The article further referred to the fact that
this furnace made shells for the Confederacy., History also states
that the furnace was enlarged at the time of the Civil War. Facts
leading to the rebuilding are incomplete at this time. The furnace
could have been destroyed by Union forces and rebuilt or rebuilt to
gain greater efficiency. In either case, the output of Catherine
Furnace greatly increased. TFor various reasons, the furnace never went
back into blast after the war. It was abandoned in 1885.
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The Virginias, Volume 3, page 90

Personal files of John D. Capron, Lynchburg, Virginia
A short history of Page County, Virginia, by H. M. Strickler, 1952
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