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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 
C o n t e x t :  . . .  a ,..v ., . - ? , . ,  . . , :: . 
PA.116 was l o c a t e d  and  sampled  by a two s t a g e  p r o c e s s  of s u r v e y  and  t e s t i n g  
i n  t h e  l a t e  S p r i n g  and  Summer o f  1 9 7 8  i n  
t h e  Shenandoah  N a t i o n a l  Pa rk  a s  p a r t  o f  a g e n e r a l  s t u d y  o f  t h e  c u l t u r a l  

. . - r e s o u r c e s  of  t h e  P a r k  ( F o s s  1979:  41-43) .  The e t u d y , c a r r i e d  o u t  by t h e  
L a b o r a t o r y  of A r c h a e o l o g y  o f . t h a  U n i v e r s i t y  q f  V i r g i n i a  and  s p o n s o r e d  by  
t h e  M i d - A t l a n t i c  Region  o f  t h e  NPS, i n v o l v e d  a n  i n z t i a l  walk t h r o u g h  s u r v e y  
i n  w h i c h  p o t e n t i a l l y  h a b i t a b l e  a r e a s  were l o c a t e d  and  t h e  p r e s e n c e  o f  a r t i -  
f a c t s  n o t e d .  Norma l ly ,  a r t i f a c t s  we re  n o t  c o l l e c t e d  i n  t h i s  f i r s t  s t a g e .  
A t  A - 6 ,  b e c a u s e  o f  t h e  l a r g e  number of d i a g n o s t + c s . n o t e d ,  t h e s e  . , - were d rawn ,  l o c a t e d  on  a s k e t c h ' m a p  and  marked by ~ s m a 1 l ~ ' m o n u m e n t s  f o r  
l a t e r  c o l l e c t i o n .  Dur ing  t h e  s e c o n d  s t a g e  o f  i n t e n s i v e l i u r v e y . a n d  t e s t i n g ,  
d i a g n o s t i c s  were c o l  l e c t e d .  S h o v e l  t ransec ' t i s  u s i n g  a 5  , 'mi i n t e r v a l '  and  :' . 
e one meter t e s t ' s q u a r e  p r o v i d e d  c o n t q o l l e d ' s a m p l e s  and  e v i d e n c e  , b f  t h a  ". 

I I s t r a t i g r a p h y  of t h e  $ i t e .  The test ' s q u i r e " w a s  p l a c e d  i n  a s p o t  where  - 
m u l t i p l e  s h o v e l  t r a n s e c t s  i n d i c a t e d  a  c l u s t e r  o f  p r e h i s t o l i c  m a t e r i a l  
(see  map) ,  .- .,. . I _  , 

- 3  . , :.2 . . - 
PA-116 h a s  y i e l d e d  a number o f  d i a g n o s t i c  p o i n t s  i n d i c a t i n g  a n  o c c u p a t i o n  - - 
r a n g i n g  f r o m  Middle  A r c h a i c  t h r o u g h  l a t e  Woodland ( c a .  5000-B.C. -'1'600 AeDe) 
T h e s e  p o i n t s  i n c l u d e  a Morrow Mountain 11, a S t e u b e n v i l l e - l i k e  L a n c e o l a t e  
and  t h r e e  Levanna  T r i a n g u l a r  s p e c i m e n s ,  The p r e h i s t o r i c  m a t e r i a l  c o v e r s  . 
t h e  e n t i r e  s i t e  ( a b o u t  2 ,625 s q u a r e  m e t e r s )  b u t  c l u s t e r s  n e a r  t h e  c e n t e r .  
Ground c o v e r  is  l i g h t  due  t o  t h e  c o n i f e r o u s  t r ees  t h a t  f l o u r i e h  on  t h e  s i t e ,  

~ . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . " . . .  .. , .  . . .  . . . . . .  . , . .  . . . .  - . 1 .  . . . . ,  
'" . 
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. A .  . - Lying  a t  an e l e v a t i o n  of i920 f &it on a  a m 8 l L  ' f l a t .  - e l o n a a t e d -  c i ~ i l u v i a i . ' ~  " 
f a n ,  -l 

- - . ,  - To t h e  - , . - the,  s i t e  i s ,  bpundsd byg. s m a l l ,  i n t s r m d t s n t  
s e c u n d a r y  stream I 

p r e s e n t l y  wooded b y  hemlock and o t h e r  c o n i f e r o u s  , s p e c i e s '  s o  t h a t  g round  . 
c o v e r  i s  min ima l .  The s i t e  i s  especially w e l l - s u i t e d  t o  t a k e  a d v a n t a g e  , ,  . 
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k <.?? 

~ A .  ment ion ,ed  a b o v e ,  a c t u a l  : t e e t i n g ' - o f ,  pr.-116.\;ib , d,o.ne;. by: r n e a n s . . o C ~ ~ h , o v e l  :: 
L.... <; ..a. ,,:,~;-l,transects'.':'.;.Initially, '"two' af , , t h e s ~ " ' w e r e  -@laced  ' p e r p e n d i c u l a r  to: one a n o t h e r  
li:.,.!. . . . .  a n d ,  whea e c m c e n t r a t i o n  o f .  a r t i f a , c t s  was , fgund ,  two 'more l i n e 8  r o t a t e d  . Y'.., . 
.I ..:..,l/at .'a 4 5  ;,- -. ..+x', ..;; 
..... . . . . . . . . . _ .  . . .  a n g l e  ' f r o m  i t s  c e n t e ' r  , t o '  d e f i n e  ' i t s  b o u n d a r i e s '  and  '8 ' t e s t  ';/;:$?:~?~~I';J;z;JJ; 

: .  ..: . . ,aquare , s e t  i n ,  t h e  c e n t e r  ( s e e  map), ' , S h o v e l  t e s t s  w e r e  5 , m i '  a p a r t  ' a n d  con-,' . . . . . . .  
-: . : : . s is ted +I of , f i v e  s h o v e l s  f u l l  of d i r t  a i e v e d  t h r o u g h  .f. i n c h .  s c r e e n .  ,;>T:he. o n e  
.- . : .meter  . t e s t  s q u a r e  was 

. . .  . . . .  . . . . . .  .. . . .  .i'..':.ed in like - fsehion, : ;-.:'- . . . . . . . .  . , .  ,, . . . . ... ... < .  . ,  . . '. .'.. . . .  . . ' . ih ;I.:-:, :..!.:,i,:, , , , , . ; . , > .  . . : . . .  . 
. . . .  . . . . . . . . .  ._ .I. : ' .. _ . '<.' ..... ;:( :.:.>.:. ;:;p; . .! .,., #. : ' . . . . . .  . ' - '. ,:: .;. ,, , *. .+'..... . . . . . . . . . .  . . .. , , ... .. : . ; ' ' . 
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. ,. A r c h a e o l o c l i c a l  I n v e s t i a a t i o n s :  

S o i l s  a t  PA-116 c o n s i s t e d  o f  a  d a r k  brown humic A h o r i z o n  a b o u t  5 cm. 
d e e p  u n d e r l a i n  by  a p r e d o m i n a n t l y  brown l o a n  B h o r i z o n  t o  a  d e p t h  of  a b o u t  
25  t o  30 cm. A r t i f a c t  d e n s i t y  was h i g h e s t  i n  t h e  u p p e r  23 c m .  

The s m a l l  s i z e  o f  t h e  f l a k e s  r e c o v e r e d , t h e  f a c t  t h a t  q u a r t z i t e  ( t h e  p r e -  
d o m i n a n t  l i t h i c  r e s o u r c e )  was e x o t i c  t o  t h e - s i t e  ,and t h e  r e l a t i v e l y  s m a l l  
f u n c t i o n a l  r a n g e  o f  a r t i f a c t s  s u g g e s t  a  s p e c i a l i z e d  p l r p o s e  f o r  PA-116. 
I t  was  p r o b a b l y  a h u n t i n g  camp u s e d  f o r  s t a g i n g  a c t i v i t i e s  f u r t h e r  i n t o  
the m o u n t a i n s  o r  d r i v i n g  a n i m a l s  downs t ream,  The a b u n d a n c e  o f  l a t e  Woodland 
p o i n t s ,  t h e  l i t h i c  d e b r i s ,  a n d  t h e  o v e r a l l  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  s e t t i n g  o f  PA-116 
r e m i n d  one  o f  t h e  G e n t l e  S i t e ,  MD-112, on  the-slope o f  t h e  B l u e  
Ridge .  I n  t h i s  r e s p e c t ,  i t  o f f e r s  en e x c e l l a n t  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  compa re  andi-- 
c o n t r a s t  t h e  l a t e  p r e h i s t o r i c  p o p u l a t i o n s  of t h e  Shenandoah  V a l l e y  a n d  
P i e d m o n t  w i t h i n  t h e  c o n t e x t  o f  t h e  B l u e  Ridge .  

I n t r u s i o n s  a n d  D a t a  L i m i t a t i o n s :  
T h e r e  i s  no  e v i d e n c e  of  h i s t o r i c  b u i l d i n g  a c t i v i t y  on  PA-116 a n d ,  a l t h o u g f  
p l o w i n g  d u f i n g  t h e  1 9 t h  and e a r l y  2 0 t h  c e n t u r y  is a p a s s i b i l i t y ,  i t  would  
h a v e  s h a l l o w  a n d  had l i t t l e  i m p a c t  on t h e  h o r i z o n t a l  c l u s t e r i n g  o f  mater i .1 .  
The p r i n c i p a l  h i s t o r i c  i m p a c t  on  PA-116 was t h r o u g h  t i m b e r i n g .  More 

-.... .. t e s t i n g  would  b e  r e q u i r e d  t o  d e t e r m i n e  t h e  e x i s t e n c e  o f  d i s c r e t e  h o r i -  
z o n t a l  c o m p o n e n t s  and  t h e  d e g r e e  t o  wh ich  t h e y  have  been  d i s t u r b e d . , .  . .  

. . .  . . . .  
. . 

L i k e w i s e , '  t h e  e f f e c t s  of e r o s i o n '  i n  t h e  - r = m k i n i  a t  PA-116 are  . . d i f f i c u l t  t o  
e v a l u a t e .  J u d g i n g  f r o m  t h e  p r e s e n t  a p p e a r a n c e  o f  t h e ' s i t e ,  t h e r e  :seems as 
if t h e r e  h a s  b e e n  l i t t l e  s e r i o u s  e r o s i o n  e x c e p t  p o s s i b l y  ' o n ' t h e  . . . . .  s o u t h e r n  . . 

a n d  w e s t e r n  p e r i p h e r i e s  o f  PA-116,due t o  s t r e a m  a c t i v i t y .  . . . . . .  . . . .  . . .  . , ,  
, 

. . . . . . . . . .  . :  . . .  
, .  
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SIGNIFICANCE I ,  * l , _  . .' 
I I I*. . 

* ' . ! a . ; ! . , r ,  ,! ' . - 1 
* r , , at- ;.' 

L . .  . , , , 
-L. 

, . .  . , , . . . . . . .  ' .  2 '  . . s *  . . .  
PERIOD '. . , , AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIM BELOW . <. 

XPREHISTORIC ' LRCHEOLOGY-PREHISTORIC - C P l h ( ~ ~ ~ ~ ~  PLANNING . -LANQSCAPE ARCHITECTURE -RELIGION 

,1400-1499 ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC -CONSERVATIO~I - U W  . -SCIENCE 

-1 500- 1599 AGRICULTURE -ECONOMICS -LITERATURE . -SCULPTURE 

,1600-1699 ARCHITECTURE -EOUCATION . U l L l T A R Y  . . SOCIAUHUMANITARIAN 
, , 

-1 700- 1 799 A R T  -ENGINEERING - M U  SIC -THEATER 
-1 800 1899 -COMMERCE ,EXPLORATIONISETTLEMENT _PHILOSOpHY ' ' -TRANSPORTATION 

-1 900 -COMMUNICATIONS JNDUSTRY , -POUTICWGOVERNMENT -OTHER (SPECICV' 

JNVENTION , 
) , ' I  

SPECIFIC DATES Midd1e A r c h a i c - l a t e  BUILDER/ARCHlTECT 
Woodland 

f: STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 
, - -,., - 

T h e  i d e a l  l o c a t i o n  o f  !A-116,vi th  r e s p a s t  t o  t h e  ;omplax o f  spri"g; a n d -  ' 

marsh  t o  t h e  n o r t h  'and i t s  c e n t r a l  l o c a t i o n  w i t h  r e s p e c t  t o  a  number of -: 
r i c h  e c o l o g i c a l  z o n e s  p r o b a b l y - d r e w  p r e h i e t ~ r i c ~ g r o u p s  t o  t h i s  s p o t  f o r  - 

m i l l e n n i a .  The r e l a t i v e l y  c o n f i n e d  h a b i t a b l e  a r e a  h a s  r e s u l t e d  i n  t h e  
' 

c o n c e n t r a t i o n  o f  l i t h i c  d e b r i s  from t h e  b e g i n n i n g .  o f  t h e  Middle  - 'Archa i c  - .  
p e r i o d  down t h r o u g h ,  a t  l e a s t ,  1 3 0 0  A.D. . . . . 

Because  o f  t h e  h y p o t h e s i z e d  r o l e  of t h e  B l u e  Ridge ap a b o u n d a r y  i n  p r e -  
h i s t o r i c  times and b e c a u s e  of i t s  s i m i l a r i t y  ( c o m p l e m e n t a r i t y ? )  t o  MD-112 
(.also mimina t ed  f o r  t h e  N a t i o n a l  R e g i s t e r ) ,  PA-116 r e p r e s e n t s  a  v a l u a b l e  
r e s o u r c e  f d r  ' f u t u r e  a r c h a e o l o g i s t s  i n t e r e s t e d  n o t  o n l y  i n  d e f i n i n g  r e g i o n a l  
c u l t u r a l  b o u n d a r i e s  b u t ,  i n  d e a l i n g . w i t h  t h e  phenomenon o f  the  f r o n t i e r  

. . .  i n  b o t h  i t s  p r e h i s t o r i c  end  h i s t o r i c  fo rms .  

PA-116 i s  o n e  o f  t h e  b e s t  p r e s e r v e d  end  mos t  s i t e  i n  t h e  n o r t h e r n  
p a + t  o f  t h e  Shenandoah  N a t i o n a l  Park  and  t h u s  r e p r e s e n t s  a n  a r e e l l y  c r i t i c a l  
s e g m e n t  o.f B l u e  R idge  C u l t u r e  h i s t o r y .  I t s  e a s y  a c c e a s a b i l i t y  t o  h i k e r s  
r e n d h r s  it p o t e n t i a l l y  u s e f u l  t o  t h e  P a r k ' s  i n t e r p r e t i v e . p r o g r a m  a s  ' w e l l  ' 

' D  

. .  as  a p o t e n t i a l  s i t e  f o r  f u t u r e  a r c h a e o l o g i c a l  i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  I .  
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