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'Rle fol lowing d e s c r i p t i o n  of  t h e  Reynolds Homestead was w ~ i t t e n  by Frank 
Horton, supe rv i so r  of the  r e s t o r a t i o n  of the  house, and i s  quoted i n  
Reynolds Homestead 1816-1970 by Nannie M. T i l l e y ,  pp. V I I I  - IX. 

I t  1 The house i t s e l f  and t h e  outbui ld ings  have been preserued t o  add 

I 
t o  t h e  p i c t u r e  of t h e  farm and manufacturing l i f e  of  the  Reynolds 
family.  The log  granary (corn c r i b )  and i c e  house su rv ive  with the  
s t u r d i e r  b r i c k  k i t c h e n  and milk house. 

,I The dwel l ing  house was cons t ruc ted  ; i n  two p a r t s ,  t h e  f i r s c  a s i n g l e  
room two-story p lan  wi th  s t a i r  t o  t h e  s l e e p i n g  q u a r t e r s  above, was 
probably cons t ruc ted  j u s t  p r i o r  t o  t h e  marriage of Hardin William 
Reynolds i n  February, 1843. Its or i -g ina l  f e n e s t r a t i o n  i n d i c e t e s  

I 
t h a t  i t  faced Nobcsiness Mountain a;~d t h e  o l d  roadway i n  t h e  same 
manner a s  the  f i r s t  i.og home next  door and toward t h e  family burying 

II) 

ground. I t  is probable t h a t  t h i s  f i r s t  p a r t  was roofed wi th  a simple 
rn A-frame s t r u c t u r e  of  shal low p i t c h .  . : I  : I  rn 

"Short ly a f t e rward  t h e  need f o r  more space caused Hardin William 
Reynolds t o  t r i p l e  t h e  s i z e  of h i s  home by t h e  a d d i t i o n  of a two-story 
s i n g l e  bay c e n t r a l  h a l l  e l l  t o  the  e x i s t i n g  s t r u c t u r e .  Again, t h e  
wain emphasis was towards Nobusiness Mountain and tho o ld  roadway, 
wi th  t h e  f r o n t  facade of the o r i g i x l  house now blocked and becoming 
all i n t e r i o r  w a l l  f o r  t h e  new p a r l o r .  The roof of the  o l d e r  po r t ion  was, 
a t  t h i s  time, removed and r e b u i l t  t o  confoinl t o  the  h i p  roof s t y l e  of 
t h e  f r o n t  a d d i t i o n .  

. , ,' ' , . .  3 %  

"At t h i s  time t h e  b r i c k  k i t c h e n  was b u i l t .  ~ h i i  is evidenced by the  
use of  one of  t h e  . ,  two . .  w i n d o w ~ b l ? c k e d  . .  by t h e  house a d d i t i ~ n  heing ,  
used' f b r '  t h e ' s i n g l e  window of t h e  k i tchen .  The d a t e s  of t h e  o t h e r  
o u ~ ~ y i l d i n g s  a r e  l e s s ,  c e r t a i n . .  . .  They , s tand  i n  t h e i r  o r i g i n a l  p a t t e r n  

"wi th  t h e  exception '  of  the 'granary  wllich was moved back when t h e  p resen t  
roadway was opened. The e n t i r e  c o m p l e ~ a s i t  . . ngw s t ands  was probably 
b u i l t  be fo re  1855. 

''With i t s  p l a s t e r e d  b r i c k  Doric and I o n i c  columned p o r t i c o  en t r ance  
and low hipped roof one would l i k e n  t h e  dwel l ing ,  i n  s t y i e ,  t o  t h e  
Greek Revival a r c h i t e c t u r e  made popular i n  .America by Je f f e r son .  The 
e x t e r i o r  e x h i b i t s  l i t t l e  e l s e  to  suggest  any formal knowledge o r  
d i s c i p l i n e  i n  a r c h i t e c t u r e  and t e l l s  the  s t o r y  of a country b u i l d e r ' s  
t a l e n t s .  The greate;  window s i z e s  of  t h e  a d d i t i o n  i n d i c a t e  a growing 
awareness of s t y l e s  then i n  fashion.  

" I n t e r i o r  a r c h i t e c t u r e  of t h e  o l d e r  p o r t i o n  makes a s t a r t l i n g  comparison 
w i t h  i ts  e x t e r i o r .  The lower room has a paneled wainscot and 
a r c h i t e c t u r a l l y  framed doors  and windows. Its mantel i s  more e l a b o r a t e  
than one would expect ,  and t h e  l a t t i c e d  s t a i r  reminds one of t h e  Chirlesc 
Chippendale c a s t e  by then long fo rgo t t en .  Under l a y e r s  of l a t e r  pa in t  
was discovered the  o r i g i n a l  scheme of c o l o r s .  These were freshened 
and copied t o  i m i t a t e  t h e  work of a remarkable house pai.nter of the  
Nineteenth Century. A s i n g l e  panel o f  t h e  o r i g i n a l  c o l o r s  has  been 
preserved ~ under t h e  window ~ near  t h e  s t a i r .  -- 
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7. I ,  The a d d i t i o n  is s t a r k l y  s imple i n  i t s  i n t e r i o r  a r c h i t e c t u r e .  The 
use o f  heavy base,  door and window t r i m ,  t oge the r  wi th  t h e  unin ter ruptc  
pediment of  the  back-boarded mantel fol lows the  sugges t ion  of  Greek 
Revival a r c h i t e c t u r e .  The hand of  another  fancy p a i n t e r  was 
appa ren t ly  employed i n  t h i s  p a r t  of  t h e  house es t h e  c o l o r s  and 
techniques a r e  of  d i f f e r e n t  va lues  and t ex tu re .  The paintwork, w i t h  
s p a t t e r e d ,  grained and marbled s u r f a c e s ,  i s  t y p i c a l  of t h e  period." 
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The';Reynolds Homestead,: more formally c a l l e d  Rock Spring P l a n t a t i o n ,  
was b u i l t  i n  1843 by liardin Williams Reynolds on land i n h e r i t e d  from 
h i s  f a t h e r ,  Abraham Reynolds, a n  e a r l y  s e t t l e r  i n  the  a rea .  It was i n  
the  b r i c k  p l a n t a t i o n  house t h a t  Hardin Reynolds' w i fe ,  Na.ncy J2ne Cox, 
gave b i r t h  t o  t h e i r  s i x t e e n  c h i l d r e n ,  t h e  second son of  whom was Richard 
Joshua Reynolds (1850-1918), founder of t h e  R. J. Reynolds Tobacco Compan 

I n  1969, Nancy Susan Reynolds, daughter  of  R. J. Reynolds, deeded seven 
hundred t e n  a c r e s  of Rock Spring P l a n t a t i o n  t o  t h e  Vi rg in i a  Polytechnic 
I n s t i t u t e  Educat ional  Foundation f o r  the es tab l i shment  of  the. Reynolds 
Homestead Research Center .  Seven a c r e s  of t h e  p l an ta ion ,  i i iciuding 
t h e  m a i l l  house, i t s  ou tbu i ld ings ,  and family cemetery, were r e t a ined  
by Mrs. Reynolds t o  se rve  a s  a museum of  p l a n t a t i o n  l i f e  i n  t h e  mid- 
n ine teen th  century .  The house and outbui ld ings  were c a r e f u l l y  r e s to red  
t o  t h e i r  ante bellum appearance, and many p ieces  of Reynolds f u r n i t u r e  
were, re turned  to,  the. i s t e r i p r . ,  , .  , .~ ... . , 

The,Reynolds Homestead has  been preserved n o t  only a s  a typ ica l ,  
' 

, 
p l a n t a t i o n  compex of i t s  e r a  and p lace ,  bu t  a s  a memorial t o  t h e  
Reynolds family,  who played such a- l ead ing  r o l e  i n  the  development of 
the  n a t i o n ' s  tobacco indus t ry .  I t  was through t h e  e f f o r t s  of  f a m i l i e s  
such a s  t h e  Reynolds t h a t  tobacco became such a n  important f a c t o r  , 
i n  t h e  economic r e h a b i l i t a t i o n  of t h e  South fol lowing t h e  C i v i l  War. 
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