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CONDITION CHECK ONE CHECK ONE 

LUNALTERED X_ORIGINAL S I T E  

A L T E R E D  -MOVED DATE 

- 
DESCRIBETHE PRESENT A N D  OHIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

Mountain View, a  l a t e  Federal-style residence, i s  located on a  wel l  landscaped 
e s t a t e  one-half mile  west of the in te rsec t ion  of S t a t e  routes 703 and 704 i n  P i t t sy lvania  
County. Erected ca. 1840-42, the br ick dwelling i s  a  2%-story, double-pile, central -hal l -  
plan house covered by a  gable roof. 

Set  on a  br ick  basement, the f ron t  (north) elevation is l a id  i n  Flemish bond. The 
three-bay facade i s  dominated by a  one-story unstudied Roman Doric t e t r a s t y l e  por t ico s e t  
on a  brick podium. The port ico she l t e r s  a semi-el l ipt ical  f an l igh t  en t ry  which re ta ins  
both of i t s  o r ig ina l  paneled double doors. The door i s  flanked by paired Ionic columns 
and s ide l igh ts .  The fenestra t ion consis ts  of the  or ig ina l  616 hung sash surmounted by 
l inte l - type window heads with turned corner blocks. The openings a r e  flanked by wooden 
louvred shut te rs .  A row of three dormers, added ca. 1910, p ro jec t s  from the roof. 

The garden (so!~'th)' elevation,  l i k e  the other secondary wal ls ,  i s  l a i d  i n  five-course 
American bond. The f i r s t  s to ry  consis ts  of a  cen t ra l ly  positioned, ra i sed  r ea r  entrance, 
flanked by o r ig ina l  616 hung-sash windows. The second s tory  cons is t s  of an asymmetrically 
positioned cen t ra l  bay window, flanked by or ig ina l  616 hung-sash windows. A l l  openings 
have l in te l - type  heads with turned corner blocks. A row of three dormers, s imilar  t o  
tha t  found on the north elevation,  projects  from the roof. The r ea r  s teps  a r e  replace- 
ments. 

I 

The west e levat ion contains two semi-exterior end chimneys which f lank paired 
central  windows on 2% s to r i e s .  The eas t  elevation,  also containing two semi-exterior 
end chimneys, has been p a r t i a l l y  hidden by the addition of a  one-story se rv ice  wing. 
The second s tory  contains a  diamond-pane casement window. The a t t i c  s to ry  consis ts  of 
616 hung-sash windows, s imi la r  i n  treatment t o t h m e  found on the west elevation.  

The i n t e r i o r  of the  house contains a  cen t r a l  h a l l  plan. The h a l l  is dominated by an 
open-well s t a i r  t h a t  ascends t o  the a t t i c .  The s t a i r  has paneled spandrels,  sawn-scroll 
type brackets, a  round handrai l  and rectangular balusters ,  three t o  a . t read .  Pars l le l ing  
the s t a i r  is a  handsomely finished wainscot with a  f i ne ly  molded cha i r  r a i l .  Openings 
in  Li~c l'all have f lu ted  symnetrical archi t rave t r i m  with molded corner blocks. The h a l l  
contains paneled wainscoting capped by a  chair  r a i l .  

'I.he westem par lors  are  connected by a  semi-e l l ip t ica l  arched double doorway with a  
foni izh+ transom. The ~ a r l o r s  contain engaged Ionic columned mantels, flanked by 
semicircular arched niches. The par lors  boast ornamental stucco ce i l i ngs  with f i ne ly  
executed medallioned centerpieces. The ce i l i ng  design is adapted from t h a t  f i r s t  
published i n  p l a t e  27 of Asher Benjamin's, American Bui lder ' s  Companion of 1806. 
The eastern par lor  and dining room are l e s s  e laborately  de ta i led  than the western rooms. 
A bathroom and kitchen wing was added on the f i r s t  f loor .  The second-floor rooms 
feature  simply executed mantels, var ia t ions  on tha t  found i n  Asher Benjamin's Pract ice  & 
Architect= of 1833, p l a t e  48. Door and window t r i m  have f lu ted  symmetrical t r i m  with 
molded comer  blocks. The ups ta i r s  bedrooms r e t a i n  or ig ina l  grained doors on bu i l t - i n  
cupboards and wardrobes. 

Mountain View preserves a  number of i t s  o r ig ina l  outbuildings. The kitchen i s  a  1%- 

story,  five-course, American-bond br ick s t ruc ture  covered by a  gable roof. Two semi- 
ex te r ior  end chimneys are  o r ig ina l  t o  the  s t ructure .  

(See Continuation Sheet #l) 
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-INVENTION 

SPECIFIC DATES BUlLOERlARCHlTECT 
1840-42 (a t t r ibu ted  to  James Dejarnett)  

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 
Virginia 's  southern Piedmont experienced grea t  agr icu l tura l  prosper i ty  between 1800 - 

and the Civi l  War. Evidence of t h i s  can be seen i n  a number of f i ne  houses scat tered 
through Pi t t sy lvania  and Malifax counties, houses tha t  formed the cores of vast  planta- 
tions. While a few were i n  the  more s t y l i s h  Greek and Gothic Revival modes, most were 
executed i n  a r e l a t i ve ly  conservative Federal s t y l e  employing f ine  brickwork, synunetrical 
facades, and refined i n t e r i o r  t r i m .  Mountain View, erected between 1840 and 1842 for  
Thomas Smith Jones is a good example of these dignif ied,  res t ra ined dwellings, and may 
have been b u i l t  by James Dejarnett ,  a noted bui lder  i n  the region. In addi t ion t o  i ts  
archi tectural  i n t e r e s t ,  Mountain View has remnants of an elaborate 19th-century formal 
garden, a feature  cha rac t e r i s t i c  of the  region's f i ne r  es ta tes .  

The Mountain View land or ig ina l ly  belonged t o  the Carter family, who were among the 
f i r s t  landholders i n  P i t t sy lvania  County. Jeduthan Carter f i r s t  appears i n  the county 
tax books i n  1793. He owned 69 acres on the Banister River. During the next 20 years 
he regularly added adjoining t r a c t s  to  t h i s  holding u n t i l  he had assembled a farm of 674 
acres which included the or ig ina l  house s i t e .  The building value amounted t o  $200 i n  
1820, the f i r s t  year t h a t  such tax is l i s t e d  separately i n  the Land Tax Books. The 
precise location and appearance of the  or ig ina l  house is not known. 

Carter had married h i s  cousin, Sarah Carter, daughter of Jesse  Carter of the Oakland 
plantation located across the Banister River. Carter died ch i ld less  i n  1820 and 
bequeathed" ... To my nephew Reuben Hopkins the e n t i r e  t r a c t  of land on which I now l i v e  
with a request t h a t  he w i l l  l i v e  on the same together with a l l  the  residue of my es ta te . , .  
with a par t icu la r  request t ha t  my nephew Reuben Hopkins w i l l  give unto h i s  brother, F. 
Hopkins, one l i t t l e  negro..." Bond for  the executor was s e t  a t  $10,000, pledged by Reuben 
Hopkins, Nathaniel Wilson and Robert Wilson. 

Hopkins, a lawyer, moved t o  Alabama i n  1835 and sold the 674 acres t o  Thomas S. Joner 
of Pi t tsylvania  f o r  $3,000. The date  of the purchase coincides with the marriage da te  of 
Jones to  h i s  second wife. The property value increased from $200 t o  $500 i n  1840, the 
f i r s t  record of Jones improving the property. The Land Tax Book of 1843 records an 
increase i n  the building value to  $4,000. This dates  the present house's completion. 

Mountain View i s  a notable example of Federal-style a rch i tec ture  i n  P i t t sy lvania  
County and has many hallmarks t ha t  suggest the t a l en t s  of the loca l  master builder,  James 
Dejarnett.  Its f ine  brickwork, i n t e r i o r  appointments, and carefu l  proportions are  
paralleled i n  two of h i s  known works, Oak H i l l ,  the Samuel Hairston residence erected 
1823-26, and Dan's H i l l ,  the  Wilson family residence of the 1830s. By the time Mountain 
View was b u i l t  i n  the ear ly  1840s, a new sense of Greco-Roman Classicism had become 
popular i n  American archi tecture .  Thus, the l i g h t  porticos and de l i ca t e  fanl ight  
en t r i e s  of Oak H i l l  and Dan's H i l l  become the boldly executed porch and columned 
front ispiece found on Mountain View. This holds true f o r  the i n t e r i o r  trim whose molded 
Greco-Roman s implic i ty  replaces an e a r l i e r  s tyl ized carving. Del ightful  exceptions are  

(See Continuation Sheet #2) 
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 GEOGRAPHICAL DATA QuADMGLE NAME Chatham, Va. 
ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY 44 acres 
UTM REFERENCES QS'ALJXAlJGLE: SCALE 1 : 24000 
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~ e ~ i n n i n ~  a t  a point on the S s ide  of S t a t e  Route 703, 1250' W of in te rsec t ion  of said  
route and S ta t e  Route 705, 800' E of ra i l road tracks;  thence extending 400' E along sa id  
s ide  of S t a t e  Route 703; thence extending 1700' S approximately 150' E of p r iva te  d r ive ;  
thence extending . . E , , ~ l m p s t  500:.:;; Fhence extending S 1500'; thence extending W 900'  t o  other 
s ide  of :said dr ive;  thence' extending N about 3100' along W s i d e  of sa id  dr ive  t o  point  
of origin.. . . . 
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N A M E 1  TITLE 

Virginia His tor ic  Landmarks C o m i s s i ~ n  Staff  . 
ORGANIZATION DATE 

Virginia His tor ic  Landmarks Comission June 1979 
STREET& N U M B E R  TELEPHONE 

221 Governor S t r ee t  (804) 786-3144 
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 STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER CERTIFICATION - 
THE EVALUATED SIGNIFICANCE OFTHIS PROPERTY WITHIN THE STATE IS: 

NATIONAL - X STATE- LOCAL - 
As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Hicoric Pre7ervation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89.665). 1 ... . :- i ! :  ., 

NB<~&I  digiite; ind  ceitifi that it has been evaluated according to the 
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6. REPRESENTATION I N  EXISTING SURVEYS 

( 2 )  V i r g i ~ ~ i a  H i s t o r i c  Landmarks Commission Survey 
1968, 1979 S t a t e  
Vi rg in i a  H i s t o r i c  Landmarks Commission 
221 Governor S t r e e t  
Richmond, V i rg in i a  23219 

7.  DESCRIPTION 

The schoolhouse i s  a  1%-s to ry ,  gable-roof s t r u c t u r e  covered by weatherboarding. 
~ t s  o r i g i n a l ,  simply executed i n t e r i o r  mantel s u r v i v e s ,  as  does i t s  chimney. 

The o f f i c e  i s  a  1 % - s t o r y ,  gable-roof frame s t r u c t u r e ,  covered by weatherboarding. 
The c a r r i a g e  barn is a  two-story wood-frame s t r u c t u r e  covered by weatherboarding. The 
bu i ld ing  r e t a i n s  i t s  o r i g i n a l  6 /6  hung s a s h .  A wood-frame smokehouse and co rnc r ib  a r e  
a l s o  found on the  property.  

During the  19th-century Mountain View boasted gardens and landscaping t h a t '  ranked 
among the  f i n e s t  i n  P i t t s y l v a n i a  County. A d e s c r i p t i o n  of  t h e  proper ty  is found i n  t h e  
WPA Inventory  of  August 20, 1936: 

Its spacious grounds arebnlered  across  the  f r o n t  wi th  a  hedge of hemlock 
connected a t  t h e  en t r ance  by a  small  i r o n  ga te  supported by p i l l a r s  o f  f l i n t  
rock,  from which you e n t e r  a  walk bordered on e i t h e r  s i d e  wi th  boxwood l ead ing  
t o  the  f r o n t  en t r ance .  Huge oaks and some cedars  adorn t h e  lawn. A s i n g l e  
row o f  boxwood symmetrical ly planted extends around t h e  west end t o  t h e  back, 
which l eads  t o  the  flower garden,  c o n s i s t i n g  of s e v e r a l  a c r e s ,  which was 
planted under the  supe rv i s ion  of  Mrs. Jones. You e n t e r  t h e  walk between rows 
of boxwood on e i t h e r  s i d e  running t h e  d i s t a n c e  of about t h ree  hundred yards.  
Here you f ind  a  v a r i e t y  of  r o s e s ,  i r i s ,  l i l a c ,  s p i r e a ,  Japanese app le ,  a l t h e a ,  
w i s t e r i a ,  and crape myr t l e  and smoke t r e e s  t i e d  toge the r  wi th  ivy  and anc ien t  
ramblers bloom g a i l y  i n  t h e i r  t ops .  You w i l l  f i n d  i v y  of  s e v e r a l  d i f f e r e n t  
v a r i e t i e s  on t h e  house, i n  t r e e s  and on the  wa l l s  of t h e  family cemetery, 
which i s  a t  t h e  extreme end of  the  garden and completely enclosed by a  f l i n t  
rock wal l  fou r  f e e t  high wi th  rock s t e p s  on e i t h e r  s i d e .  .... Mrs. Wood t h e  
present  owner, is  having somf p a r t s  of  the  garden r e s t o r e d ,  which unfor -  
t una te ly  has been des t royed.  

The boxwood su rv ive ,  a s  do a number of  l a r g e r  t r e e s  s c a t t e r e d  about t h e  gmunds. 
The garden s i t e  i s  p resen t ly  planted w i t h  g ras s  and has a rchaeo log ica l  p o t e n t i a l .  

(see Continuat ion Sheet 1/2) RCC 

1 
Mat t ie  Meadows, "Mountain View," 20 August 1936, Works Progress Adminis t r a -  

t i o n  H i s t o r i c a l  Inventory ,  Chatham, Vi rg in i a .  
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7. DESCRIPTION - 
BOUNDARY JUSTIFICATION 

Mountain View is bounded on the  no r th  by S t a t e  Route 703, on the  west by a  
s t r a i g h t  l i n e  drawn t o  fo l low the  main d r i v e  t h a t  extends beyond t h e  house, on t h e  e a s t  
by a  l i n e  t h a t  fol lows t h e  main d r i v e  and extends e a s t  t hen  proceeds sou th  t o  inc lude  t h e  
ou tbu i ld ings ,  and on the  sou th  by a  boundary t h a t  connects t h e  e a s t  and west boundaries,  
drawn t o  inc lude  t h e  ou tbu i ld ings  and cemetery. The nominated proper ty  c o n s i s t s  of  approx- 
imate ly  44 a c r e s ,  a  f r a c t i o n  of  t h e  o r i g i n a l  e s t a t e .  The house s i ts  on a n  e l eva ted  s i t e  
8. SIGNIFICANCE above t h e  Ban i s t e r  River .  

t h e  c e i l i n g  medall ions i n  t h e  west p a r l o r s  which a r e  adopted from a r e l a t i v e l y  e a r l y  
example i l l u s t r a t e d  i n  Asher Benjamin's The American Bu i lde r ' s  Companion of 1806, p l a t e  
2 7 .  

I Dl1ring t h e  mid-19th cen tu ry  t h e  house had a  very  f i n e  garden,  planned by t h e  wife  
of  t h e  b u i l d e r .  The p a t t e r n  is suggested today by t h e  boxwood and appears  t o  have 
followed the  more t r a d i t i o n a l  18th-century garden plans. Such plans s t r e s s e d  o rde r  
and symmetry a s  opposed t o  t h e  p ic turesque  parks and asymmetrical lawns promoted i n  t h e  
noted pub l i ca t ions  of  t h e  19th-century landscape a r c h i t e c t ,  A .  J. Downing. The gardens 
of  Oak H i l l  and Dan's H i l l  were s i m i l a r l y  18th-century i n  c h a r a c t e r .  
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Chatham, V i r g i u i a .  Works Progress  Adminis t ra t ion  H i s t o r i c a l  Inventory .  Ma t t i e  

Meadows, "Mountain View," 20 August 1936. 






