


The sma l l  l o g  jai l  bcs ide  Highway 15 i n  the  v i l l a g e  of  Wors:mm i n s  
the  s o l i d  appearance of  a  bu i ld ing  cons t ruc ted  w i t h  s e c u r i t y  in mind. 
The 14 '  by 18 '  s t r u c t u r e  c o n s i s t s  of a  s i n g l e  room wi th  u n u t i l i z c d  a t t i c  
space  above. The square  hewn logs  o f  t h e  w a l l s  a r e  c l o s e l y  f i t t e d ,  wi thout  
ch inking  and a r e  he ld  toge the r  w i t h  h a l f  dove ta i l ed  j o i n t s  a t  the  c o m e r s .  
The f l o o r  and c e i l i n g  a r e  a l s o  cons t ruc ted  o f  heavy squared logs  s e t  c l o s e l y  
together .  The c e i l i n g  logs  extend about  one f o o t  beyond t h e  f r o n t  and back 
walls t o  form a s l i g l ~ t  roof overhang. The roof s t r u c t u r e  i t s e l f  is of 
l i g h t e r  frame cons t ruc t ion .  The b u i l d i n g  s i t s  on a  low sandstone rubble  
foundat ion and has  a n  i n t e r i o r - e n d  b r i c k  chimney. 

Entrance i n t o  t h e  j a i l  is through a set of  two doors  i n  t h e  c e n t e r  
of t h e  f r o n t  w a l l .  The o u t e r  door may be a replacement,  b u t  t h e  inne r  door 
of v e r t i c a l  beaded boards and h o r i z o n t a l  braces ,  appears  t o  d a t e  from t h e  
e igh teen th  century .  'i'wo small square  unglazed windows f l a n k  t h e  door ,  t h e  
southern  one being a c o n j e c t u r a l  r e s t o r a t i o n  based on t h e  no r the rn  opening. 
Remains of t h r e e  v e r t i c a l  i r o n  ba r s  found i n  t h e  o r i g i n a l  window a l s o  served  
a s  precedent  f o r  r e s t o r a t i o n .  A small opening i n  t h e  back w a l l  appears  t o  
have been a  l a t r i n e  s l o t .  

A l e a n - t o  a d d i t i o n  a t  t h e  back was cons t ruc ted  i n  t h e  n i a e t e e n t h  
cen tu ry  when t h e  ja i l  was converted i n t o  a  res idence .  A l a r g e r  window was 
c u t  i n  t h e  f r o n t  w a l l ,  and a n  opening was made i n  t h e  l o g  c e i l i n g  t o  g ive  
access  t o  t h e  a t t i c  space .  

Most of t h e  pos t -e ighteeenth  cen tu ry  a d d i t i o n s  were removed i n  a 
1951 r e s t o r a t i o n  of t h e  bui ld ing .  The t i n  roof was rep laced  w i t h  wooden 
s h i > g i e s ,  and a l l  beaded s i d i n g  except  t h a t  under t h e  gables  was removed. 
This s i d i n g  was c e r t a i n l y  of  pre-War Between t h e  S t a t e s  d a t e ,  and i t  may 
have been e i g h t e e n t h  century.  The j a i l  i s  now sc5eduled f o r  f u r t h e r  res- 
t o r a t i o n  and r e p a i r  by t h e  Associa t ion  f o r  t h e  P rese rva t ion  of  V i r g i n i a  
A n t i q u i t i e s .  

A more s u b s t a n t i a l  j a i l  of  s t o n e  was cons t ruc ted  j u s t  n o r t h  of  t h e  
e a r l i e r  one around 1855. This s t r u c t u r e  had f a l l e n  i n  by t h e  mid-19501s, 
and t h e  w a l l s  were then  dismantled.  A heavy i r o n  door and window g r a t e  fro]  
the  s tone  j a i l  were preserved and put  u p j u s t  o u t s i d e  t h e  l o g  p r i s i o n .  
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Worshamwas t h e  county s e a t  of P r ince  Edward County from i ts  founda- 
t i o n  i n  1754 u n t i l  1872, and the  d e b t o r s '  p r i son  cons t ruc ted  t h e r e  i n  1787 
remains the  o l d e s t  publ ic  bu i ld ing  i n  t h e  county. Debtors '  rerms of 
imprisonment were u s u a l l y  comparatively s h o r t  i n  t h e  e igh teen th  century ,  
and t h e i r  p laces  of i n c a r c e r a t i o n  were u s u a l l y  s e p a r a t e  from those provided 
f o r  c r imina l s .  

The P r i n c e  Edward "gaol f o r  debtors" w a s  au thor ized  i n  1786, wi th  
Thomas S c o t t  and Charles  Al len  d i r e c t e d  t o  le t  b ids .  The completed 
bu i ld ing  was viewed and received the  fol lowing yea r ,  and Richard Bibb was 
paid f i f ty - two  pounds f o r  i t s  cons t ruc t ion .  

Imprisonment of deb to r s  was abandoned i n  t h e  n ine teen th  century ,  and 
apparen t ly  as e a r l y  a s  1820 the  l o g  bu i ld ing  was converted i n t o  a  residence.  
I n  1908 t h e  p roper ty  was deeded by t h e  Burke family t o  E. L. Dupuy, whose 
family r e t a ined  ownership u n t i l  i t  was purchased i n  1950 by the  Associa t ion  
f o r  the  P rese rva t ion  of Vi rg in ia  Ant iqu i t i e s .  This o rgan iza t ion  c a r r i e d  
ou t  r e s t o r a t i o n  of the  s t r u c t u r e  i n  1951. 

As a documented log  publ ic  bu i ld ing  s u m i v i n g  from t h e  e igh teeen th  
century ,  t h e  Worsham d e b t o r s '  p r i son  is a r a r e  s u r v i v a l  i n  Virg in ia .  I t s  
q u a l i t y  of cons t ruc t ion  i s  a l s o  no tab le ,  being of f i n e l y  f i t t e d  squared 
logs  t h a t  form t h e  c e i l i n g  and f l o o r ,  as w e l l  a s  wa l l s .  
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