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Briery  Church i s  a one-s tory ,  board-and-batten-covered frame s t r u c t u r e  b u i l t  
on a T-shaped plan.  Emphasizing the  v e r t i c a l  l i n e s  of the  church ' a rc  the 
s t e e p  g a b l e , r o o f , w i t h  overhanging eaves ,  t h e  t h r e e  c r o s s  gables  on the  south  
f r o n t ,  and the  s imple f i n i a l s  on each gable  end. A l l  t h e  openings a r e  i n  
t h e  form of l a n c e t  a r c h e s ,  the  windows having diamond panes and t h e  four  
en t r ances  on t h e  w e s t ,  south ,  and e a s t  f r o n t s  being s h e l t e r e d  by smal l  gable 
canopy porches w i t h  barge  boarding i n  the  form of  simple curv ing  s t r i p s  of 
wood. The bu i ld ing  r e s t s  on a masonry foundat ion (probably b r i c k )  covered 
wi th  s tucco .  

On t h e  i n t e r i o r ,  p l a i n  pews on e i t h e r  s i d e  o f  a c e n t r a l  a i s l e  f ace  the  
p u l p i t  from each of t h e  t h r e e  wings o f  the  "T". The long p ine  p u l p i t  has 
lance t -arched  recessed  panels  w i th  a row of  pendants hanging from the  top .  
The p ine  c e i l i n g  begins a t  t h e  eaves l i n e  and fol lows t h e  i n t e r i o r  p i t c h  of  
t h e  roof up for s e v e r a l  f e e t  before  curv ing  i n t o  a h o r i z o n t a l  l e v e l  which 
combines w i t h  t h e  v e r t i c a l  p ine  u p r i g h t s  a t  the  co rne r s  and the  " r ib s"  t o  
c r e a t e  the  e f f e c t  o f  v a u l t i n g .  
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Organized i n  1755 fo l lowing t h e  missionary work of t h e  "Ncw Light"  
e v a n g e l i s t  Samuel Davies,  the  f i r s t  church was e rec t ed  about  1760, 
probably fol lowing the  i ssuance  of  permission t o  worship by the  Pr ince  
Edward County Court t o  t h e  Br iery  congregat ion.  The o r i g i n a l  meeting 
house was rep laced  i n  1824, and the  t h i r d  and p resen t  Br iery  Church on the  
s i t e  was cons t ruc ted  c i r c a  1855. This Gothic Revival church was designed 
by t h e  noted theologian ,  Rev. Kobert Lewis Dabney (1820-1898), a  p ro fes so r  
of theology a t  Union Theological  Seminary, then a  p a r t  of Hampden-Sydney 
Col lege ,  and au thor  of a biography of "Stonewall" Jackson f o r  whom Major 
Dabney had served a s  Chief of  S t a f f  i n  1862. Dabney was a l s o  the  a r c h i t e c  
f o r  t h r e e  o t h e r  churches,  Tinkl ing  Spring Church i n  Augusta County, 
Farrnville P resby te r i an  Church, and College Church a t  Hampden-Sydney, a l l  o 
which a r e  cons t ruc ted  of  b r i c k  and a r e  i n  t h e  Greek Revival s t y l e ,  making 
Br iery  Church a l l  t h e  more unusual.  

Br iery  Church remains today a s  a  symbol of  t h e  perserverance  of 
Presbyter ian ism i n  Vi rg in i a  and houses a  congregat ion  formed over  two 
hundred yea r s  ago. I t  i s  s i g n i f i c a n t  a s  a n  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  composition 
u t i l i z i n g  t h e  v e r t i c a l  l i n e s  of the  board and b a t t e n  wa l l s  w i th  t h e  
p ic turesque  exaggera t ion  of  t h e  roof l i n e .  Placed i n  i t s  f o r e s  t s e t t i n g  
of t a l l  p ines ,  t h i s  small  white  s t r u c t u r e  expresses  t h e  essence of  mid-19th 
Century romanticism. 
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