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=====------==PPPIP=P-----------------------------------------------------=------- ............................................... ------- 
1. Name of Property 
---------------------------------------------==------- ...................................... _______=====1=====11II-=P=Il============ 

historic name Flint Hill Baptist Church 

other names/site number VDHR File No. 78-66 - 
- - - - - = l i p - - - -  ----- ----IIPPPPPP======P======I==lpp====~===============I=================a=== 

2. Location 

street & number E side US 522, 'h mi. N of jct. w/SR 729 not for publication N/A 
city or town Flint Hill vicinity N/A 
state virginia code VA county Rappah-ock code 157 zip code 22627 

------ --alPlI=IaI=----------------- -----------------==PP==P=P=i======II=II==a==¶a==l======= 

3. state/Federal Agency Certification - - 
=====115a1==PDPI=I IPI I==I=E===---- - - -  - - - - - - -P I====E= I IPP=P=== IP IP~P= i= i=a ia I==a -¶ I===  

As the designated author i tv .mder the Nat ional  H i s to r i c  Preservation ~ c t  of 1986, as amnded. I hereby c e r t i f y  that  t h i s  -X- F i n e r i m  _ request for  determlMt1m of e l  r g ~ b l  t i t y  m e t s  the docunentation standards fo r  reg is te r ing  propert ies i n  the Nat iOMl Reglster of 
H ls to r lc  Placer and m e t s  the procedural and pro fess~ona l  requir-ts set f o r t h  i n  36 CFR Part 60. In my opinion, the property  
x m e t s  does not  m e t  the Nat ional  Register C r i  t e r i a .  I r e c m n d  that  t h i s  property be considered s ign i f i can t  - nat iona l l y  - - - s t a t e u x - x -  Locally. ( - See cont lnuat lon sheet for addi t ional  c m t s . )  

Signature of ce Date 

Virginia Department of Historic Resources 
State or Federal agency and bureau 

I n  my opinion, the property - m e t s  - does not m e t  the National 
Reglster c r i t e r i a .  ( - See con t i nua t~on  sneer for  addit ional c m n t s . )  

Signature of c m n r i n g  or other o f f i c i a l  Date 

State or Federal agency and bureau 

......................................... ........................... .............................................................................. 
4. National Park Service Certification 
.............................................................................. 
I, hereby c e r t i f y  that t h i s  property i s :  

. entered i n  the National Register - 
See c o n t ~ n u a t i m  sheer. 

- firm~ned  e l ~ g r b l e  f o r  the 
National Regrsrer 

See continuacim sheet. 
f i rm ined  not e l l g rb l e  f o r  the 

Natlonal Reglster 
- removed f r m  the National Register 

- other (explain): 

signature OL neeper uate 
of Action 



F l i n t  H i l l  B a p t i s t  C h u r c h  
Name or Propem 

R a p p a h a n n o c k  C o u n t y ,  VA 

COunN ana Slate 

5. Classdicat~on 
Ownership of Property Category of Property Number of Resources w~thln Pmperry 
~ C h e c ~  as many oaxes as aoply) IChec* only one 00x1 ,DO not ~ncluae prevtouslv lhstea resources in tne caunl I 

f. - bulldrng(s) 
- drstrlcr 
z site 
7 - Structure - - object 

Name of related multiple property listing 
[Enter 'NIA" 11 propeny is not pan of a munlple propeny lhstlng.) 

N/A 

Contr~but~ng Noncontrlbut~ng 
1 0 bullolngs 
1 0 sites 
0 0 stwctures 
0 0 objects 
2 0 Total 

Number of contributing resources previously listed 
in the National Register 

u 

6. Function or Use 
Histonc Funct~ons 
(Enter categones from !nstrucrlons~ 

Cunent Functions 
(Enter categones from innruntons) 

RELIGION: R e l i ~ i o u s  f a c i l i t y  RELIGION: R e l i g i o u s  f a c i l i t y  

FUNERARY: c e m e t e r v  FUNERARY: c e m e t e r y  

7. Description 
Architectural Classification 
(Enter categones from ~nslruct~onsl 

Materials 
(Enter categories from instrunlons) 

I VTCTc2BZ.\N foundation STONE: r a n d o m  r u b b l e  

walls WOOD: w e a t h e r b o a r d  

roof YETAL: t i n  

other 

Narrative Description 
(Descnbe !he hlnonc ana Current condfllon Of the propew on one or more contlnuauon sheets.) 



F l i n t  H i l l  B a p t i s t  Church 
Name or Prooeny 

Rappahannock County, VA 
Counrv an0 Slale 

8. Statement of Signlticance 
Applicable National Reg~ster Critena Areas of Significance 
(Mar* x n one or more ooxes for the crllena oualitv~n! the orooenv tEnler c a i q o r ~ e s  lrom nszrucr~ons~ 
'or Nattonal Regaster ltnlng I 

.ARCHITECTURE 
- - A Property 1s assoc~ated wlth events that nave maoe 

a s~gnlficant contnbutlon to the brOa0 patterns of 
our history. 

- - 8 Propem is associated w~th the l~ves ot persons 
slgnlficant in our past. 

2 C Property embodies the dlstlnctlve characterlstlcs 
of a type, penod. or method of construction or 
represents the work of a master. or possesses 
h~gh artlstlc values. or represents a slgn~hcant and 
dlstlngutshable entlty whose components lack 
lndlv~dual dlsl~nctlon. 

- - D Property has ytelded. or IS l~kely lo yleld. 
~ntormat~on Important In prenlstory or nlstory. 

Criter~a Considerations 
(Mark x ' 'n all the wxes rnal apply ) 

Property is: 

B A owned by a religious lnstltutlon or used for 
religious purposes. 

C B removed from its orlglnal locat~on 

~ ~ 

Period of Significance 

1854 to r a .  1900 

Significant Dates 
1854 

ca. 1900 

Significant Person 
(Complele 11 Crlrerlon B is marked above) 

13 C a binhplace or grave. 

- _ D a cemetery. 
Cultural Affiliation 

- - E a reconstructed bullding, object. or structure. 

- _ F a commemorative property. 

Z G less than 50 years of age or achleved s~gn~f~cance ArchitectIBuilder 
w~thln the pas 50 years. 

' Narrative Statement of Significance 
(Explan tne sagn~hcancl, ot the PrOpenY on one or more contlnuawn sheets.) 

9. Major Blbliographical References 

Bibliography 
(Cite the m k s .  midas. and other Sources used in preparing lhls torm on one or more conranuatlon shee1s.l 

Previous docurnentatlon on  tile (NPS): Plfmary location of additional data: 
@ preliminary determination Of individual listing (36 IX] State Historic Preservation Office 

CFR 67) has been requested Other State agency 
12 previously listed in the National Register Federal agency 
C previously determined eligible by the National Local government 

Register University 
C: descgnated a National Historlc Landmark Other 
O recorded by Historic Amerlcan Buildings Survey Name of rews~torv: 

# Dept . o f '  ~ i s t o r i c  Resources 
CI recorded by Historic American Engineering 

Record # 
221 Governor S t . ,  Richmond, V A  23219 



F l i n t  H i l l  B a p t i s t  C h u r c h  
Name or Praoem, 

Rappahannock C o u n t y ,  VA 
Counw ana State 

10. Geographical Data 

Acreage of  Property l e s s  than o n e  

UTM References 
(Place aadltlonal UTM references on a cont~nuatlon sheet.) 

1 LL 7 5 1 9 6 0  4 2 9 4 3 8 0  
Zone Easting Nonnlng 

Verbal Boundary Description 
(Descr~oe tne wunoanes of the Propem, on a contlnuatlon snw, 

3 -  
Zone Eastlng Nonning 

8 8 

4 1- - 
- See conttnuarton sneer 

Boundary Justification 
(Explain why rhe bounoanes were selected on a contlnuatjon sheet.) 

11. Form Prepared By 

namett~t le 
A r l a n d  F. Welch, T r u s t e e  

organlzatlon 
F l i n t  H i l l  B a p t i s t  Church 

date A p r i l  2 4 ,  1997 

street 8 number 
P .  0 .  Box 24 

telephone 540-675-3663 

city or town 
F l i n t  H i l l  

state V A zip code 22627 

Addit ional Documentation 
Submn the tollowlng Items wlth the completed form: 

Continuation Sheets 

Maps 

A USGS map (7.5 or 15 rnlnute sertes) lndlcattng the p r o p e m  s locatton 

A Sketch map for htstonc distr~cts and propenies having large acreage or numerous resources. 

Photographs 

Representatwe black and white photographs of the property 

Additional items 
(Check mth the SHPO Or FPO for any addlllonill (terns) 

Property Owner 
(Complete tnls item at the requea of SHPO or FPO.) 

name F l i n t  H i l l  B a p t i s t  C h u r c h ;  A r l a n d  F. We lch ,  T r u s t e e  

street a number P .  0 .  Box 24 telephone 540-675-3663 

city or town F l i n t  H i l l  state VA zlp code 22627 

Pep.mo* Reduc~on Sfa tmom This lnfonatlon IJ h n g  cot~ecied for appllcarwwu to ma Nal~ona ~eglsler of H~stonc Placas to nomlnate 
pmpenlas fw lasung or ~ ~ l m  dl(pb11q for Itsung, to 118 p-es. and to ameM -ng i~olmg.. f l m  to mls req- u requtred to obmn 
a benefrt in scfodam~ the N.bmai HISWC P~ssewatm &. m amended (16 U.S.C. 470 et W.J. 

Edm.t.d Burdm S- PuMlc waning burden for th~s tam is esamated to avenge 18 i houn per r m  ~ncludlng tlme for rewwng 
inaructwns. m n g  .nd m m  dam mmpleang and -ng me f m .  ar&c cornmenu regarding mu b u m  warnate or any 
ol this tom ro M Chid. Mmfn- Se~oes Dinuon. N m k m  Park s m - .  P 0. ~m 371m. w~aah~ngton. DC m137ln. and the OtRca of 
Manageman EM Budgk Papenon Rawtons P q W  (lD2C0018). W.sh~ngtm. DC m 



United States Depanment of the lntertor 
Natlonar  par^ Sew~ce 

National Register of Historic Places 
Continuation Sheet 

Section numoer 7 Page 1 
F l i n t  H i l l  Baptist Church  
Rappahannock C o u n t y ,  V.4 

SUMMARY DESCRIPTION 

Flint Hill Baptist Church is located on the east side of U. S .  
Route 522 in the center of Flint Hill, a small village in northern 
Rappahannock County, Virginia. Originally built in 1854 as a 
simple, frame and weatherboard, gable-roofed building with two 
symmetrical front entrances, the church evolved into a more 
fashionable Victorian-era church with two additions--a front 
entrance tower topped with a belfry and Sunday school rooms to the 
rear--and an interior remodeling in the 1890s. Six large stained- 
glass windows, rare for their size and quality, were installed in 
the sanctuary probably at the turn of the twentieth century. A 
small cemtery with only a few marked graves is located to the rear 
of the church. 

ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION 

The original Flint Hill Baptist Church was a modest, one-story, 
gable-roofed, frame and weatherboard, rectangular structure with 
two symmetrical front entrances. Built in 1854 on a random rubble 
stone foundation, the original church comprises the present 
sanctuary. The floor joists are logs that have been hewn and sawn 
to receive wide random-width pine floor boards above. Each of the 
north and south sides of the church originally had three large sash 
windows; however, the openings were later filled with stained-glass 
windows. 

Frame and weatherboard front and rear additions were probably built 
during the 1890s, creating a more fashionable Victorian church. 
The front addition is an entrance tower and features a single 
double-door entrance above which is a rectangular stained-glass 
transom surmounted by a small triangular pediment displaying a 
sunburst motif. Four brick steps flanked by modern cast-iron 
railings rise to the entrance. The front addition has a truncated 
gable roof topped by a hip-roofed tower with a round wooden vent 
facing the front. Atop the tower is an open belfry with a gable 
roof. The gable-roofed rear addition contains Sunday school rooms. 

Within the narthex, two four-panel doors lead into the sanctuary. 
These doors served as exterior doors for the original 1854 church 
prior to the construction of the narthex; their panels, rails, and 
stiles have weathered surfaces. The original locks have been 
replaced by Victorian hardware. A small flight of steps rises to 
each door. 
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The doors lead into a large rectangular sanctuary with walls clad 
in scored fiber panels. A simple chair rail and vertical pine- 
board wainscot surrounds the room. The focal point of the 
sanctuary is the dais at the east end behind which is a recessed 
baptistery with a large Gothic-arched opening framed with unpainted 
molded wood trim. The dais supports a Victorian wood pulpit and 
upholstered wood chairs from the same period. Flanking the dais 
are four-panel wood doors framed by symmetrically molded trim with 
bull's-eye corner blocks. 

All of the wood trim and doors in the sanctuary are faux-grained, 
which appears to have been done at the time of the 1890s additions, 
since the woodwork in the sanctuary as well as the additions 
appears to be the work of the same artist. The existing pews with 
their ends decorated with Gothic-arched panels and carved feathery 
brackets were most likely installed at the time of the Victoriah 
additions. The pews are arranged to create two aisles, each aisle 
extending from one of the two original exterior doors. A gallery, 
originally open but later enclosed to provide additional 
classrooms, extends across the west end of the church. Its original 
paneled parapet has been retained. 

The six stained-glass windows, three on each side of the sanctuary, 
are the most interesting features of the church. Consisting of 
opalescent glass, made popular in America by the studios of Louis 
C. Tiffany and John La Farge after the late 1880s, the windows 
depict biblical characters and scenes. Church records do not 
mention the studio that designed the windows or when the windows 
were purchased and installed. Probably added at the turn of the 
twentieth century, their quality and size are rare for a small 
church. No other similar stained-glass windows are found in the 
county. The windows are flanked by wide tapering wood trim and 
topped by slightly ramped wooden window heads. This trim may be 
original to the 1854 church, since it is Greek Revival in 
character. 

The church is situated on a hill immediately to the east of U.S. 
Route 522 in the center of the town of Flint Hill. A retaining 
wall separates the church lot from a sidewalk that parallels the 
street. Brick steps rise from the sidewalk to a brick walkway that 
leads to the church entrance. The grassy churchyard is dotted with 
mature trees and shrubs, and a small cemetery containing only four 
stone markers is situated to the rear of the church. 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

Flint W Baptist Church, which is located in the village of Flint W in northern Rappahannock 
County, Vuginia was constructed in 1854. Its congregation, formed in 1854, is one of the - - 
eartiest Baptist congregations in Rappabannock County. The church building is a vernacular, 
Frame, house of worship that evolved through the h e a t h  and twentieth centuries with 
additions and modifica~ons that reflect the & q p g  tastesof its congregation One of Flint W's 
prominent antebeflm landmarks, the church is notable for the architectural aualitv of its late- 
19th-century Victorian features i d  the exceptional workmanship of its 6 e d  gass windows. 
The church has changed tittle since the stained glass windows were installed in ca 1900. 

J u S m C A n O N  OF CRITERIA 

Flint Hill Baptist Church is eligible for tisting in the National Register of Historic Places under 
Criterion C. it is a typical but rare surviving example in Rappahannock County of a mid- 
nineteenth-century rural church. 
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Flint Hill Baptist-Church 
Rappahannock County, VA 

HISTORICAL BACKGROUND 

Sometime before 1770, while the community know today as Rappabannock County was sparsely 
senled Men Wdey, in the absence of a spiritual leader, gathered his friends at his home and 
urged upon the claims of the Christian gospel. We are told that Mr. Wdey went all the way to 
Piwlvania County in search of a preaches to preach the gospd i n h  community. There he m a  
Elder Samuel Hanis, whom he p d e d  to return with him to what is now Rappahannock but 
what was then Culpeper County. On thdr return, Mr. Harris held services in the Wdey home- 

Eighty Years later a man named Thaddeus Hemdon preached the gospel in and around the a g e  
of Flint Hill. Herdon encouraged fied D d g ,  Braxton Eastham, Anson Dearing, James 
Moore and a few liiends to erect, in the village of Flint W, a house m honor the glory of God. 
So, on December 20,1853, .-Wed Dearing and his wife, for the wn of one dollar, conveyed to 
the trustees of the Baptist Society of nint Hill and to their succ.esofs in offig a parcel of land, 
less than one acre, for the church The church was f ished the following year, and the 
congregation was formed on Septemba 23, 1854 at a meeting d e d  for the purpose of 
constituting a Regular Baptist Church in Rirrt Hi& Rappahannock Coumy, V i  The 
f o l h h g  covenam was then established: 'We shall be known as the Flint Hill Baptist Church 
holding the sentiments common to the Regular Baptist Church of the United States, and will 
cordially unite in the efforts by which the people of God are now laboring to evangelize the 
Word." Six males and eighteen females are believed to have been charter members. These 
members brought letters stating t h q  were members in good standing in the Mount Salem Baptist 
Church considered the Mother Church in Rappabannock County, this being a church closest to 
theu homes. 

Dunng the 6rst year the church was k e d  into the Shiloh Baptist Church Association, which 
was first formed in the City of Philadelphia in 1770.' By the year 1800, there were 40 Baptist 
Associations in the United S t a t e  including Shiloh Baptist Asmciation, founded in 1791. Shiloh 
Baptist Association is now comprised of 32 Southan Baptist Churches in fellowship on mission in 
Cdpepa. .-w h u g e  and Rappahannock counties and beyond ta the glory of Gob 

The first pastor of the church was the R ~ V .   mat Grimsiey. Grhdey's pastorate coincidect 
with the American Civil War. In church records, we find no direct reference to the War but in the 
church cemetery we find a simple shaft on which is inscribed- " A G. W i  Mosby's Con~~nand, 
hanged October 14, 1864." Alben Gallatin Wfi was a young Baptist laymas aged 20 at the 
time of his death He was fianqd by command of General Powell of the United States 2nd 
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Cavairy in reprisal for the alleged murder of a Union soldier by Mosby's men. 

The story of Wis' staunch faith and bravery in the face of death is the church's strongest 
association with the partisan warfare that characte- life in "Mosby's Confederacy." The story 
is told that the young Willis, while on Mough, was riding south towards Culpeper when his 
horse wem lame and he stopped at a blacksmith's shy  in Flint Hiu. The smith hammeriag away 
on the anvil drowned the sound of Federal troops approaching. The troops took the young 
soldier prisoner and bound him next to another captive. General Powell ordered that one of the: 
men must die in retaliation for the death of a northern spy who had been hung by Mosby's men 
Nobly, W i s  replied, " I have no family, I am a Christian and not a h i d  to die." The unlmown 
man bunt into tears, crying " I have a wife and children, I am not a Christian and am ahid to die. 

So Albert W i s  was hung to the limb of a poplar tree and left there until taken down and buried 
in the churchyard. 

Growth in membership and architectural changes to the church building reflect the growth of the 
village of Flint HiU from the antebellum period to the early 20th century. The Vuginia Gazetteer 
of 183 5 showed that the village of Flint HiU had a population of 140 with 26 dwellings, 4 
mercanule stores, 1 tavern. 1 flour 2 tan yards, 2 saddlers, and 1 house of public wonhip. 
The other residents were farmers. The town's economy suffered greatly from the devastation of 
surrounding farms during the Civil War but recovered in the 1880s with the revival of agriculture 
in Rappahannock County. By 1894 the entire membership of the church was 62. By 191 1. the 
d a g e  population reached 350 with a s igdcant  increase in businesses and occupations. Church 
membership in these years grew accordingly, necessitating two Victorian-era additions. 

Membership graduaUy dedined from the 1920s until 1968 when the church closed its doors. The 
church was reopened againonMay 19, 1996. The few remaining members are interested in 
preserving the building as an imponant example of a rural Viginia church of its period. 
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BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES: 
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F l i n t  H i l l ,  V A :  Bowl in?  

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION: 

T h e  b o u n d a r i e s  o f  t h e  n o m i n a t e d  p r o p e r t y  c o i n c i d e  w i t h  t h e  metes and  bounds  o f  t h e  
l o t  d e s c r i b e d  i n  Rappahannock  C o u n t y  Deed Book I ,  p .  466 t h a t  was  c o n v e y e d  t o  t h e  
t r u s t e e s  o f  F l i n t  H i l l  B a p t i s t  C h u r c h  by A l f r e d  D e a r i n g  and  w i f e  on  December 2 0 ,  1853 .  

BOUNDARY JUSTIFICATION: 

T h e  b o u n d a r i e s  o f  t h e  n o m i n a t e d  p r o p e r t y  h a v e  a l w a y s  been  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  F l i n t  H i l l  
B a p t i s t  Chu rch  s i n c e  t h e  l o t  was  c o n v e y e d  t o  t h e  t r u s t e e s  o f  t h e  c h u r c h  by .Al f red  
D e a r i n g  a n d  w i f e  on December 20,  1 8 5 3 .  



Uniti.6 S k t e s  Department of the Interior 
Nationzl Park Sdrvice 

8 

N~ticn.ziI Ezsistar of ;iis.!sric Flzczs 
, *A .  C z i ? . i i f l [ ~ = ~ i ~ ~  Sheet 

Flint f i l l  Baptist Church Rappahannock County. Virginia 

$t?c:jon nirrnber - 10 - Page - 8- 



Topography by photogramrnelr~c methods from aer~al 
I~fIDIO'drdllhS taken 1964 Flelrl r:he,.ked 1966 

Polyconlc proiectlon. 10 .000  foot grld t ~ r k s  based on 
Vlrgln~a coordinate system, north zone 

1000-meter Universal Transverse Mercator gr~d t~cks, 
zone 1 7 ,  shown In blue 
1927 North American Datum 
To Place on the ~lredlcted Norlh Arner~can Datum 1983 
move the prolectlon lines 8 rrleters south arid 24 
lllelers west as sl~awn bv rln~lieri rnvn-r 111 L C  


