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-FAIR -UNEXPOSED 

DESCRIBETHE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL [IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

Located on a small  r i s e  amid the  r o l l i n g  h i l l s  of Rockbridge County, t he  Stone 
House is a two-and-one-half-story, gable-roof dwelling b u i l t  i n  1797 f o r  Zachariah 
Johnston. The cen t ra l -ha l l -p lan  s t r u c t u r e  i s  b u i l t  o f  i r r e g u l a r l y  coursed,  q u a r r i e d  
l imestone wi th  wooden d e t a i l i n g  throughout.  

The main ( eas t )  facade c o n s i s t s  of f i v e  bays and conta ins  a rough-hewn, four-  
columned por t i co  with pediment. The p o r t i c o  s h e l t e r s  a simply framed, t ransom-l i t  
doorway--the main e n t r y  t o  the  house. The surrounding f e n e s t r a t i o n  c o n s i s t s  o f  9/6 ... -hunt s a s h  c o n t a i n e 8 ; w i t h i n  simpXe a r c h i t r a v e  wi.ndow. frames. capped by. p l a i n  s tone  jack 

1 arch&i-  >ophispicaticin: in: ?.tail ,..., is provided , b y . a  w?od modil l ion.  co rn ice  found on !he 
I e a s t  and west, f?cade?,.,', t h e  ,c?r,ners,o£, . .. both"fa&de$ , +  . .  . . .  ir&,fram&d . . . I  gy . . sfb:ne I: quoins. . . .  .I , , :  ' 

, , ,. ... ,,; .   he r e a r  (westj '  facade ' .& similar ' id t h e  f r o n t  facade,  wi th  the  eftception' 'bf: t he  
cen t raL  bayz , The bay conta ins  an  asynnoetrically placed second-floor window and f i r s t -  
f l o o r  r e a r  entrance,  both capped by jack arches.  

i 
g The n o r t h  facade conta ins  twin e x t e r i o r  end chimneys. A f u l l  a t t i c  window is 

pos i t ioned between t h e  chimneys. A portico-covered s i d e  e n t r y  is loca ted  on t h e  nor th-  
west corner  o f  the  facade. 

! 

i The two-bay sou th  facade conta ins  a s tone  i n t e r i o r  end chimney, o r i g i n a l  t o  t h e  
house. A noteworthy f e a t u r e  below the  chimney is a s t o n e  on the  a t t i c  s t o r y  carved wi th  
t h e  d a t e  "1797"; t h e  name of the  f i r s t  owner, Zachariah Johnston; and t h e  name of t h e  
b u i l d e r ,  John Spear. An enclosed passageway, o f  modern cons t ruc t ion ,  leads  t o  a one- 

I 
s t o r y  s tone  k i t chen ,  o r i g i n a l  t o  the  house. 

The i n t e r i o r  conta ins  a double-p i le ,  c e n t r a l - h a l l  plan s t i l l  r e t a i n e d  throughout 
the  house. The h a l l  inc ludes  an  open-s t r ing  s t a i r  w i th  a simply molded newel and 
p l a i n  b a l u s t e r s .  P ro jec t ing  from t h e  h a l l  a r e  t h e  main rooms, which preserve t h e i r  
simply f in i shed  woodwork and o r i g i n a l  f i r e p l a c e s .  The mantels d i s p l a y  t h e i r  o r i g i n a l  
f l u t i n g  and carved punch-work ornamentation. 

The k i t chen  has been converted i n t o  the  family d in ing  room and r e t a i n s i t s  massive 
hea r th  and e x t e r i o r  wood t r i m .  

RCC 

BOUNDARY JUSTIFICATION 

The boundaries have been drawn t o  inc lude  the  house and a major por t ion  of t h e  
approach t o  i t .  The property i s  bounded on t h e  e a s t  by Woods Creek, on the  west by 
a l i n e  roughly p a r a l l e l i n g  the  creek  and on the  nor th  and sou th  by l i n e s  running from 
the  west l i n e  t o  the  creek -- a l l  encompassing t h e  aforementioned f e a t u r e s .  
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J N V E N T I O N  

SPECIFIC DATES 1297 BUILDERIARCHITECT 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 
Located on t h e '  outsRir;ts".bf' Lexington: i n .  Ro=kbridge.- County ,. t h e .  Zachariah.  Johns ton  

House i s  a handsome' abd yeti-preserved exanlple:'of e a r l y  s t o n e  , a r c h i t e c t u r e -  i n  t h e  I . 

Shenandoah Valley. Bu i l t  f o r  p o l i t i c a l l y  success fu l  Zachariah Johnston i n  1797, t h e  
house. r e f l e c t s  t h e  p rospe r i ty  of i t s  f i r s t  owner and t a l e n t s  o f - i t s  b u i l d e r ,  John Spear. 

. . . . . ~ . .  , . . 
The land on which the  house s t ands  was once part of -the ~ e n j d i n  Borden t r a c t  of 

1739 which cons i s t ed  o f  92,100 a c r e s ,  "on the  north-southeast  branches of the  James River 
between the  Blue Ridge and t h e  North Mountain". It was l a t e r  acquired by Joseph Lapsley, 
Sr . ,  i n  1742 and s o l d  by h i s  h e i r s  t o  Zachariah Johnston i n  1795. 

Born i n  Augusta County i n  1742, Johnston was the son of ~ i l l i a m  Johnston, a pioneer 
s e t t l e r  of the  Valley. H e  was r a i s e d  i n  the  Presbyter ian  r e l i g i o n  by h i s  Sco tch - I r i sh  

I parents ,  who had l e f t  Northern I r e l and  seeking r e l i g i o u s  freedom. Johnston's vocat ion  
was farming, but  he served a s  an o f f i c e r  i n  t h e  Revolution and was a member of t h e  
Vi rg in ia  convention t o  r a t i f y  the  Federal  Cons t i tu t ion .  A p r e s i d e n t i a l  e l e c t o r  i n  1789, 
Johnston c a s t  h i s  v o t e  f o r  General Washington. 

Johnston served a s  a member of the  House of Delegates,  r ep resen t ing  Augusta County 
f o r  four teen  years  and Rockbridge County f o r  one term. H i s  f i n e s t  hour a s  a l e g i s l a t o r  
came i n  1785, when as  chairman of the  s t and ing  committee on r e l i g i o n ,  he spoke s t r o n g l y  
f o r  the  b i l l  t o  e s t a b l i s h  freedom of r e l i g i o n .  The b i l l  was passed on December 17, 1785. 
Johnston moved t o  Rockbridge County i n  1790 and died t h e r e  i n  1800. 

A r c h i t e c t u r a l l y ,  t he  house is notable  a s  an  example of formal house des ign  rendered 
i n  the  t r a d i t i o n a l  s tone  cons t ruc t ion .  Although l i t t l e  is known o f  the  bu i lde r ,  John 
Spear, t he  f i n e l y  c r a f t e d  wa l l s  a r e  evidence of h i s  s k i l l  a s  a master  mason. The 
Johnston family homestead i n  Augusta County was b u i l t  of s tone  i n  t h e  17301s,  and i t  was 
t o  t h i s  m a t e r i a l  t h a t  Johnston turned when he had h i s  new home e r e c t e d  i n  Rockbridge 
County. The pr ide  of t h e  new owner and bu i lde r  may be surmised from t h e  s igned s tone  
found on the  sou th  facade,  bearing t h e i r  names and the  da te  of completion, 1797. This 
p r a c t i c e  i s  r a r e  i n  Val ley  s tone  houses. Noteworthy fea tu res  of t h e  i n t e r i o r  a r e  the  
simple wainscoting found throughout the  house and t h e  carved punch-work ornamentation 
executed on the  mantels .  

The Stone House has remained i n  the  Johnston family and i s  p resen t ly  owned by 
descendant Matthew W. Paxton, Jr. 
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