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DESCRIDE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL {I{ known) PHYSICAL APPEARANGE

The Beery Farm complex consists of nearly a dozen structures clugtered
at the base of a steep hill near the junction of Buttermilk and Linville
Creeks. The irregular terrain protects the complex from modern intrustion
on nearby State route 42. '

The rectangular five-bay two-story house is fifty feet long and
eightecen feet wide, and has a one-story, three-bay wing to the east., The
foundations and walls are random rubble limestone., A long one-story late-
nincteenth century porch supported by plain piers with simple brackets and
a sawn balustrade runs along the front of the house., A similar ome-bay
porch shelters a rear door, An interior stone chimney occurs at either end
of the main block and at the cast end of the wing. The windows and doors
have simple molded frames; the wooden double~hung windows have late-
ninetecenth century two-over=-two sash, The house retains a few of its
original chevron paneled doors., The gable roofs have a nonoriginal sawn
cornice rescmbling widely spaced dentils ornamenting the eaves of the main
block and the wing.

The house has a center hall plan with two rooms with cornex fireplaces
to the west and a large room to the east. The fireplace in the east room
has a carved limestone lintel and a mantel with fluted pilasters, paneled
frieze and broad shelf. The walls are plastered and have baseboards and
chair rails. The east wing has two doors leading to the exterior. A
movable partition which divides the wing space into two rooms may be pushed
back to make one large room used as a Mennonite meeting room. A small
flight of stairs descends from this room to a tunnel running the entire
length of the building and emerging at the west end. This passage leads to
a small root cellar at the western extremity.

The most impressive outbuilding is a rare stone bank barn with slotted
ends. The end openings appear as slots on the exterior, but widen to
provide some light and ventilation on the interior. Three walls are of
random rubble limestone; the fourth side is of horizontal siding. The barn
is supported by massive hewn timber framing. This structure is one of the
few ante-bellum barns surviving in the county.

Northeast of the house is a one-room, one-story random rubble limestone
loom house with an interior end chimney., The random rubble limestome single
bay spring house is south of the main house. A tall metal windmill is
adjacent to the spring house. At the southwest corner of the complex is a
two-room, one~story random rubble building with a massive exterior chimney,
and two entrances. This structure probably served as a wash house and
kitchen. Several other later outbuildings are of wood, including a granary
sheds, an outhouse and other assorted necessary farm buildings. A stome
mounting block remains in front of the house. -
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Beery Farm comprises one of the most picturesque and complete
early nineteenth century rural homesteads of the Valley of Virginia.
Nestled in a secluded vale in the beautiful Linville Creek area of
Rockingham County, the nearly-one dozen household and farm-supporting
structures express the self-sufficiency of the early Valley settlers.
Unlike the Tidewater planters, the Valley farmers of Pennsylvania origin
generally had few servants or slaves and ran their farms and households
with the help of their family. As a result, the house, outbuildings, barn,
granary and sheds were all arranged in a single convenient grouping typifie
by the Beery Farm complex.

The impressive limestone bank barn is one of the handful of ante-
bellum barns in the region to escape destruction by the troops of General
Philip Sheridan. The dwelling house has particular architectural interest
as a result of its blending of Scotch-Irish and German building traditions.
The Scotch~Irish influence is seen in the plan and the placement of the
chimneys, while the German influence is evident in the fine stonework and
decorative details. An unusual feature is a special wing often used for
religious services,

The Beery family was originally from Switzerland and settled in
Adams County, Pennsylvania around 1736. They migrated to Rockingham County
some fifty years later. John K, Beery built the present house and out-
buildings in 1838-39 on land purchased by his father in 1796, The Beerys
were strict Mennonites, belonging to a branch who opposed the use of church
buildings for religious services. The meeting room in the east wing of the
house served a large congregation of Mennonites for a number of years.
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DEFINING A RECTANGLE LOCATING THE PROPERTY 0 DEFINING THu CenTER POINT OF A PROPERTY
_OF _LESS THAN TEN ACRES

{CORNER LATITUDE LONGITUDE —IR LATITUDE LONGI TUDE
- Dearée: Migt.ite's Saétgis D;géuu: Mingfi's Sz:;mis Degreoos Minut!r‘s Secund.l Degroa: Minule.s Secumis
NE 38« 3L. 20 78 o« 51 . 1l .
SE 380 30' 45- 78 o 51' 1.1 L
W 38 o 30 ’ 45 - 78 B 51' 47 "

APPROXIMATE ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY: 120 acres.
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NAME AND TITLE:

I. L. Terrell

CITY CR TOWN:

QORGANIZATION DATE
Virginia Historic Landmarks Commission May, 1973
STREET AND NUMBER:
Room 1116, Ninth Street Office Building
STATE ‘cODE

Richmond ‘Virginia

(T2.7STATE LIAISON OFFICER CERTIFICAT NATIONAL REGISTER YERIFICATION =

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-
- tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law
89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion
in the Nationa! Register and certify that it has been

1 hereby certify that this property is included in the

Netional Register.

mvaluated according to the c-iteria and procedures set
forth by the National Park Service. The recommended

e . . . . Diroctor, Olfice of Archeology and HMiatorlc Preservation
level of significance of this nomination is:

National [] State ] Local {]

Date

Naume 7 ATTEST:
Junius R. Fishburne, Jr., Director )

Virginia Historic Landmarks Commission
Title

Keeper of The National Register

Date
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