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4 The Bcery Farm complex cons i s t s  of nearly a dozen s t ruc tures  clustcrcd 

I a t  the  base of a s teep  h i l l  near the  junction of Buttermilk and Linvi l l e  
Creeks. The i r r egu la r  t e r r a i n  protects the  complex from modern in t rus t ion  
on nearby S t a t e  route 42. 

The rectangular five-bay two-story house is f i f t y  f e e t  long and 
eightccn f e e t  wide, and hns a one-story, three-bay wing t o  the eas t .  The 
foundnt ions and wal ls  a r c  rondon~rubble limcstotxc. A long one-story l a t e -
ninctccnth ccntury porch supported by p la in  p ie rs  with simple braclccts and 
n sawn balustrndc runs nlbng the  f ron t  of the house. A s imilar  one-bay 
porch s l ~ c l t c ~ sa r ea r  door. An i n t e r i o r  stone chimney occurs a t  e i t he r  end 
of thc innin bloclc and a t  the  ca s t  end of the  wing. The windows and doors 
havc simple n~oldcdframes; the wooden double-hung windows have l a t e -
nineteenth century two-over-two sash. The house r e t a in s  a few of i ts  
or ig ina l  chevron paneled doors. The gable roofs have a nonoriginal sawn 
cornice resembling widely spaced den t i l s  ornamenting the  eaves of the  main cn 

bloclc and the  wing. rn 
The house has a center  h a l l  plan with two rooms with corner f i replaces  

t o  the  west and a l a rge  room t o  the  eas t .  The f i rep lace  i n  the  e a s t  room 
has a carved limestone l i n t e l  and a mantel with f lu ted  p i l a s t e r s ,  paneled -
f r i e z e  and broad she l f .  The walls  a r e  plas tered and have baseboards and Z 
cha i r  r a i l s .  The ea s t  wing has two doors leading t o  the  ex te r io r .  A : 

V) 

movable par t i t ion.which divides the  wing space i n to  two rfioms may be pushed -,
back t o  make one l a rge  room used as a Mennonite meeting room. A small 

ill
f l i g h t  of s t a i r s  descends from t h i s  room t o  a tunnel running the  en t i r e  

Ci length of the  bui lding and emerging a t  the  west end. This passage leads t o  
a small root c e l l a r  a t  the  western extremity. n 

The most impressive outbuilding i s  a r a r e  stone bank barn with s lo t ted  -I 
ends. The end openings appear as s l o t s  on the  ex t e r io r ,  but  widen to  -
provide some l i g h t  and ven t i l a t i on  on the  i n t e r io r .  Three walls  a re  of 0 
random rubble limestone; the  four th  s ide  i s  of horizontal  siding.  The barn 
is supported by massive hewn timber framing. This s t ruc tu re  is one of the 

cn
few ante-bellum barns surviving i n  the  county. 

Northeast of the house is a one-room, one-story random rubble limestone 
loom house with an i n t e r i o r  end chimney. The random rubble limestone single-
bay spr ing house is south of t he  main house. A t a l l  metal windmill i s  
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adjacent t o  the  spr ing house. A t  the  southwest corner of the  complex i s  a 
two-room, one-story random rubble building with a massive ex t e r io r  chimney, 
and t w o  entrances. This s t ruc tu re  rob ably served as a wash house and 
kitchen. Several o ther  l a t e r  outbuildings a r e  of wood, including a granary, 
sheds, an outhouse and other  assor ted necessary farm buildings.  A stone 
mounting block remains i n  f ron t  of the  house. 
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i S T A T E M E N T  O F  S I G N I F I C A N C E  

1 The Beery Farm comprises one of the  most picturesque and complete

j ea r ly  nineteenth century ru ra l  homesteads of the  Valley of Virginia .  
Nestled i n  a secluded vale  i n  the  beau t i fu l  L inv i l l e  Creek area of 

V) Rockingham County, the  near ly  one dozen household and farm-supportingi : .  
s t ruc tures  express the  sel f -suff ic iency of the  ea r ly  Valley s e t t l e r s .  
Unlike the  Tidewater p lan te rs ,  the  Valley farmers of Pennsylvania o r ig in

i -
i generally had few servants or  slaves and ran  t h e i r  farms and households 

1 I- with the  he lp  of t h e i r  family. A s  a r e s u l t ,  the house, outbuildings,  barn, 

I U granary and sheds were a l l  arranged i n  a s ing le  convenient grouping t y p i f i e i  
by the  Beery Farm complex.

3 The impressive limestone bank barn i s  one of the  handful of ante-
[L bellum barns i n  the  region t o  escape dest ruct ion by the  troops of General 
I- Phil ip  Sheridan. The dwelling house has par t i cu la r  a r ch i t ec tu ra l  i n t e r e s t  
V) as a r e s u l t  of i ts  blending of Scotch-Irish and German building t r ad i t i ons .  
Z The Scotch-Irish influence i s  seen i n  the  plan and the  placement of the  
- chimneys, while the  German influence i s  evident i n  the  f i ne  stonework andI decorative d e t a i l s .  An unusual feature  is a spec ia l  wing o f t en  used fo r  

re l ig ious  services .  
1 LLI The Beery family was o r ig ina l ly  from Switzerland and s e t t l e d  i n

i VI Adams County, Pennsylvania around 1736. They migrated t o  Rockingham County 

! some f i f t y  years l a t e r .  John K. Beery b u i l t  the  present house and out-

! buildings i n  1838-39 on land purchased by h i s  fa ther  i n  1796. The Beerys 
i were s t r i c t  Mennonites, belonging t o  a branch who opposed the use of church 

buildings f o r  re l ig ious  services .  The meeting room i n  the  e a s t  wing of the  
house served a l a rge  congregation of Mennonites f o r  a number of years. 
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