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The Uaxter House, a f i n e  example of an e igh teen th  century  Valley log 1 

house, was u n t i l  r e c e n t l y  sheathed with mid-nineteenth century  board and i 

b a t t e n  s i d i n g .  Now t h a t  t h e  s i d i n g  has been removed, the  e x c e l l e n t l y  
prcservcd log  c o n s t r u c t i o n  i s  c l e a r l y  evident .  

The s i n g l e  p i l e ,  double-pen dwelling c o n s i s t s  of two obuted two-bay 
two-story log  s t r u c t u r e s  s e t  on l imestone foundation. A Erame board-and- 
b a t t e n  shed a d d i t i o n  covers the  nor th  s i d e .  The house 's  e a s t e r n  s e c t i o n  
o r  pen i s  roughly-squared hewn log  with ha l f  d o v e t a i l  notching and rock- 
and-daub chinking.  The western pen, however, i s  of c a r e f u l l y  f i n i s h e d  
logs  wi th  f u l l  d o v e t a i l  notching. The logs  a r e  c l o s e l y  f i t t e d  so  as  t o  
need no chinking.  The logs  of the  western newer s e c t i o n  a r e  s p l i c e d  f.nto 
t!xc s i d e  w a l l  of the  o l d e r  por t ion .  A fou r  bay porch s h e l t e r s  p a r t  of 
the  south  facade.  The chimney of dressed ,  coursed,  n a t i v e  l imestone has 
curved tapered  shoulders .  Wooden double-hung windows have s ix-over-s ix  
s a s h  and a r e  surrounded by simple frames. The door frames a r e  p l a i n ;  t he  
western pen door has two panels ,  t h e  e a s t e r n  pen door has a  l a r g e  square 
l i g h t .  Galvanized metal  covers the  gable  roof .  

Each pen c o n s i s t s  of a  s i n g l e  room wi th  a  door leading  from the  
e x t e r i o r  i n  each room and t h e  n o r t h  shed a d d i t i o n  i s  divided i n t o  two 
rooms. The enclosed s t a i r  ascends i n  the  southwest corner  o f  the  e a s t e r n  

1 Pen. 
I The Baxter House i s  s e t  j u s t  west of Route 42 i n  the r o l l i n g  h i l l s  of 
' the  L i n v i l l e  Creek area .  The'house faces  south ,  down the c reek ,  and is 

1 shaded by s e v e r a l  s i z a b l e  t r e e s .  
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The Baxter House e x h i b i t s  some of t h e  f i n e s t  l og  c o n s t r u c t i o n  t o  be 
found i n  Vi rg in i a .  The l a t e r  west s e c t i o n  of t h e  double-pen dwelling has 
r a r e  f u l l  d o v e t a i l  cornyr  notching f i t t e d  wi th  a  p r e c i s i o n  u s u a l l y  r e -  

. , 
served f o r  f i n e  i i r n i t u r e .  The logs  themselves a r e  s o  uniformly dressed 
and f i t t e d  t h a t  no chinking i s  requi red .  T r a d i t i o n  has i t  t h a t  t h i s  
f i n e l y  c r a f t e d  p o r t i o n  of  t h e  house was b u i l t  with t h e  a i d  of nearby 
German craf tsmen.  

The o r i g i n a l  o r  e a s t  s e c t i o n  is more t y p i c a l  of t h e  log  houses b u i l t  
by t h e  Sco tch - I r i sh  s e t t l e r s  i n  t h e  Valley. Although w e l l  cons t ruc ted  it 
has h a l f - d o v e t a i l  corner  notching and bands of chinking between t h e  logs.  
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The curve-tapered l imestone chimney, however, i s  an ou t s t and ing  example of  
e a r l y  Val ley  masonry. Another unusual f e a t u r e  i s  t h e  abuting of t h e  two 
s e c t i o n s  w i t h  s p l i c e d  logs .  

1 I ; 
I The o r i g i n a l  po r t ion  of  t h e  house was probably b u i l t  i n  t h e  l a t e  

e igh teen th  cen tu ry  by George Baxter ,  .a S c o t t i s h  h i g r a n t , w i t h  t h e  west 
s e c t i o n  added a few yea r s  l a t e r .  County records  show t h a t  Baxter owned 
as  quch as  1196 ac res  around t h e  house i n  1789. The family became 
prominent i n  t h e  Valley. George Baxter ' s  son ,  George A. Baxter ,  served 
as  Pres ident  of Washington College,  now Washington and Lee Univers i ty ,  

1 from 1799 t o  1829. 
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