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DESCRleETHE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE .. .. .. . . - . . . .  . . C o n t e x t t  I , .  , 
RM-130, t h e  Big Run Q u a r r y  S i t e ,  wam l o c a t e d  and sampled  by a  two s t a g e  
p r o c e s s  o f  i n t e n s i v e  s u r v e y  and tee tAng i n  t h e  Ia$e S p r i n g - a n d  Summer-of 
1978  i n  t h e  S o u t h e r n  A r e a l  T r a n e e c t  eampl ing  zone (Foes 1 9 7 9 t  82-85) as 
p e r t  o f  o u r  s t u d y  o f  t h e  c u l % u r a l  r e s o u r c e s  o f  t h e  Shenandoah N a t i o n a l  
Pa rk  funded t h r o u g h  t h e  Mid-AClantit  Region o f  t h e  NPS. The two a t a g e  . 
s u r v e y  p r o c e s s  i n v o l v e d  en i n i t i a l  n u e l k  through"  f n b p e c t i o n  f a l l o w e d  by 
s h o v e l  t r a n s e c t e  and  t h e  e x c a v a t i o n  o f  t0.t s q u a r e s  a t  s e l e c t e d ,  r e p r e s e n t a -  
t i v e  s i t e s .  

~ f l ~ i 3 0  c o v e r $  ab6u.t  1,500 ' equare  ,m.tore ,arid h a s  ,hug; 'e.ountsi of  
d e b i t e g e  t y p i c e l  o f  a  . q@ar ry  s i t e ;  AM-130 : i~ c l e a r l y '  t h e  ' l e r g e s t  . a n d  most 
i n t a n s i v a l y  use.d - p t e h i q t o r i c  . q u a r r ~ " l o c . i t e d  w i t h i n .  t h e  ,Pa rk  : b o r d e s s  ' and .:. . ." , 

c o n t r a s t s  t o .  o t h e r  _ s i t b e  ,which were ,used . $ n c i ' d e n t e l l y  a e  q u e r r i e e  '.iog., ' < -  

. . . . . . . . . .  AU-167, AU-l58) . in  t h e  s h e e r  arnount 'of  d e b r i s  p r e s s n t .  , 6 .  I .  . . . . . .  
.... . . . .  . . . . . . . . .  . . . .  .. 
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8~ceu .e  t h e  t e s t e d  a r i a  o f  RM-130 produced few c h r o n o l o g i c a l l y  d i i g n o ~ t i s .  
a r t i f a c t s ,  i t  i s  l i k e l y  t h a t  t h e  Middle-Lets A r c h a i c  date. a s s i g n e d  i t  re- . . . .  

p r e a e n t s  o n l y  a p a r t  o f  t h e  e n t i r e  ran* o f  p r e h i s t o r i c  use .  - D i a g n o s t i c  , 

p o i n t s  found at.RM-130 i n c l u d e  a nmall, mi lky  q u a r t z  specimen t e n t a t i v e l y  
i d e n t i f i e d  as  e LeCroy p o i n t  d a t i n g  t o  E e r l y  t o  e a r l y  Middle Archaic '  (ca. 
5500-5000 B.C.) and a b e a a l  f r a g m e n t ' o f  a  q u a r t z i t e  b i f s c e  r e s e m b l i n g  e 
Savannah R i v e r  p o i n t  o f ,  L a t e  A r c h a i c  v i n t a g e  ( ca .  .2500 -, 1000  B s C *  1. ,,: . I  
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Archaeo loa i ca l ' .  I n v e s  t i a a t i o n s :  

t h e  t e s t  s q u a r e  p roduced  a t o t a l  o f  3 ,469 a r t i f a c t s ,  y i e l d i n g  a  d e n s i t y  o f  
30,000 a r t i f a c t s  p e r  c u b i c  meter !  Al though t h i s  d e n s i t y  d ropped  w i t h  d e p t h ,  
even  t h e  30-60 crn. l e v e l  produced  a n  e r t i f a c t  d e n s i t y  o f  o v e r  1 , 0 0 9  p e r  
c u b i c  m e t e r .  Over 99.596 o f  t h a  m a t e r i a l  was l o c a l  Erwin  Q u a r t z i t e ,  w i t h  
b r o k e n  and  o c c a s i o n a l l y  r e s t o r a b l e  t o o l  b l a n k s  c o n s t i t u t i n g ,  a s  e x p e c t e d ,  
t h e  most common b i f a c i a l  t o o l  ca. tegory.  j , ,  . S t  . I 

i 
The h i g h  a r t i f a c t  d e n s i t y  and f r e q u e n c y  o f  d e b i t a g e  and  t h e  r e a d y  a v a i l a b i l i  
o f  l i m i t l e s s  s u p p l i e s  o f  q u a r t z i t e  from a d j a c e n t  t a l u s  s l o p e s ,  show RM-130 
to  be  p r i m a r i l y  a  q u a r r y  o r  m a n u f a c t u r i n g  sits. The l i t h i c  e v i d e n c e  f u r t h e r  
s u g g e s t s  p r i m a r y  a r t i f a c t  t h i n n i n g  was done  on t h e  s p o t .  Edge s h a r p e n i n g  
f l a k e s  were rare and  t h e  l a c k  o f  comple t ed  t o o l a  i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  tool  
b l a n k s ,  r a t h e r  t h a n  comple t ed  b i f a c e e ,  were t h e  ma jo r  p r o d u c t  o f  t h e  s i t e .  
Al though n o t  t e s t e d ,  RM-131, d i r e c t l y  a c r o s s  Big Run, may have  been  a 
h m b i t a t i o n  s i t e  u s e d  by t h e  s t o n e  w o r k e r s  a t  RM-130. 

I n t r u s i o n s  a n d  Da ta  L;mita t i o n q r  . 
There  h a s  been  l i t t l e  human d i s t u r b a n c e  o f  RM-130 i n  h i s t o r i c  t i m e s .  
I \  i s  d o u b t f u l  w h e t h e r  t h s  t e r r a c e  uae e v e r  plowed b e c a u s e  of  t h e  e x t r e m e  
r o c k y n e s s  of t h e  s o i l .  Any p lowing  t h a t  would have  o c c u r r e d ,  however ,  !. 
would have  been  s h a l l o w  and c e a s e d  o v s r  f i f t y  y e a r s  ago .  The t a l u s  d o p a  
d i r e c t l y  w e s t  .of t h e  s i t e  i s  t o d a y  c o v e r e d  by t h i n  s o i l  and t r ees  a s ,  is  
RM-130.  Al though  t h i s  a r e a  o f  Big Run is  s u b j e c t  t o  v i o l e n t  f l a s h  f l o o d s ,  
t h e  s o i l  s t r a t i g r a p h y  a t  RM-130 s ' ugges t a  minimal  d i s t u r b a n c e  and t h e  
t e r r a c e  was p r o b a b l y  h i g h  enough t o  r e c e i v e  o n l y  l i g h t  amoun t s  of sus- 
pended m a t e r i a l s  ( l i k e  s a n d s ) .  1 s 
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MRS. NELL!E WHITE BUNOV. VICE CHA!?MA.N 
DAVID A. HARAIWN. Ill 
OONALO HAVES 
MRS. KENNETH R. HlOGIN8 
W. BROWN MORTON, Ill 
CREOERICK 0. NICHOLS 
RICHARD M. 8. RENNOLDS 
FREO W WALKER 
MRS. T EUGENE WORRELL 

COMMONWEALTH of VIRGINIA 
Virginia Historic Landmarks Con~nlission 

ti. BRYAN MITCHELL 
UECUTtVE DIRECtOl) 

221 GOVERNOR STREET 
RICHMOND, VIRGINIA 23218 
TELEPHONE: (804) 788-3143 

June 23, 1983 

M r .  James W. Coleman, Jr., Regional Director 
Mid-Atlantic Region, National Park Service 
Department of the  I n t e r i o r  
143 South Third S t ree t  
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 19106 

R E :  NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES NOMINATIONS: Shenandoah National Park i. 
, S i t e  Near Paine Run Rock Shelter  (44AU154), Augusta County 
The Paine Run Rock Shelter (44AU158), Augusta County 
The Blackrock Springs S i t e  (44AU167), Augusta County 
The Gentle S i t e  (44MD112), Madison County 
Cliff  K i l l  S i t e  (44KD138), Madison County 
The Big Meadows S i t e  (44MD143), Madison County 
Robertson Mountain S i t e  (44MD172, Madison County 
Jeremey's Run S i t e  (44PAl16), Page County 
The Big Rum Quarry S i t e  (44RM130), Rockingham County 
The Compton Gap S i t e  (44WR103) , Warren County 

Dear M r .  Coleman: 

On behalf of the  Camonwealth, i t  gives m e  grea t  pleasure t o  inform you o f f i c i a l l y  
tha t  the  above t en  archaeological s i t e s ,  located i n  Shenandoah National Park, have 
been placed on the Virginia Landmarke Register. The nominations forms were for- 
warded t o  your o f f i ce  i n  September of l a s t  year fo r  submission t o  the National 
Register of His tor ic  Places. Recognition of' these s i t e s  w a s  i n i t i a l l y  proposed by 
the  Park Service. 

One of these properties,  S i t e  Near Paine Run Rock Shelter (44AU154), i e  a l so  par- 
t i a l l y  owned by M.E. Bibb and H.C. Powers of Weyers Cave. Both of the a m e r s  and 
the appropriate of f i c i a l e  were properly not i f ied  i n  accordance with federa l  pro- 
cedures, and copies of l e t t e r s  from Augusta County and M r .  Pawere a re  enclosed fo r  
inclusion with the  naninatf on of tha t  site when i t  is forwarded t o  the National 
Register. 

The Virginia Landmarks Register was established by an a c t  of the  General Assembly 
i n  1966 and includes "the buildings, s t ructuree,  and sites which a r e  of s ta te-  
wide o r  nat ional  s i g n i f i ~ a n c e . ~ '  I t  i e  our judgment tha t  these sites r ichly deserve 
t h i s  o f f i c i a l  recognition as ten of the  Cbmmonwealth'e h i s to r i c  resources. 




