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Rﬂ-130 covers about 1, 500 ‘square meters and has yialdad huge amounts of

~identified as a LeCroy point dating to Early toc sarly Middle Archaic (ca.

:,materzal uaed for a:t;fac

' cordingly,“a series of shovel transscts spaced 5 m. apart were driven
through -the ‘center of the aite parpendicular to ‘one’ another (see map)

- After initial location by a walk through

* 4

idapth of 40 cm. w

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

r.

Contexts

RM-130, the B;g Run Quatry Site. was located and sampled by a tuo atage
process of intensive survey and testing in the late Spring and Summer of
1978 in the Southern Areal Transect sempling zone (Foss 19793 82-85) as
part of our study of the cultural rescurces of the Shenandoah National
Park funded thréough the Mid-Atlantic Region of the NPS. The two stage
survey process involved an initial "walk through" inespection followed by

shovel transects and the excavation of test squares at salectad. rapregsenta-
tive sites. TR .
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debitege typical of a quariy site.» RM-130 is clearly the largest and most
intensively used pfehistoric quarry located within, 'the Park. borda:s and
contraats to.other eites ,which were,used incidentally as quarrzas (ag..
AU-167, AU-158) in thn sheer amount of debris present.-- . L

Becsuge the tasted arsa of RM-130 p:oducad faw chtonologicully dzqgnostic.5?
artifacts, it is likely that the Middls-lLate Archaic date essigned it re- ..
preaents only a part of the sntire range of prehistoric use.,  Disgnostic
points found at RM-130 include a small, milky quartz specimen tentatively

5500-5000 B.C.) and s basal fragmant of a quartzite biface resembling a
Savannah szar point of Late Archa;c vintaga (ca. 2500 = 1000 B c. ). ¥

e i ‘.»‘,;',.'._-.-\.::-:-.;»_-,- 1‘?}‘\_.. R R R T PT A

n e L. P “ ';nuw-f ‘t'! G,,-l, ;‘ The Lo a';-‘ 4 5“#4,{, AN
RM—lBD is located on a narrow terrace about 10 m. abovu Big Run at ths - ‘
entrance to Big Run portal at an elevation of 1250 fset.’ The area is dis-
tinguished by towering cliffs, steep side slopes and sxtensive talus deposits
of Exrwin Quartzite. ''At present the steep slope behind {(west’of) the site
is forestad, but shovel tests placed there rsvealed an inactive talus slope
beneath a thin soil’ mantle, It is likely, however, that during 'ths Archaic
this talus slope was &n lctiva zone of mass waating and providad the raw -

eurvuy‘in:which no’ artifacts weTe .
collected, RM-130 was designeted for intensive, sub-surface aampling.?‘Ac-

.single one matg: tqst square excaveted Ain an area of m : tif

hera excavation was stopped. - Surprisingly,

ittle colluvium and most rocks unsarthed wara ertifacts.:’ Beceuae 'sdc

arge smounts of ‘cultural material wers ‘found, it has’ bsan‘posnibla‘ta
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Archaeological. Investigations:

the test square produced a total of 3,469 artifacts, yielding a density of
30,000 artifacts per cubic meter! Although this density dropped with depth,
even the 30-40 cm. level produced an artifact density of over 1,000 per
cubic meter, Over 99,.5% of the material was local Erwin Quartzite, with
broken and occasionally restorable tool blanks constituting, as expected,
the most common bifacial tool category. ; TR -

5 .
The high artifact density and frequency of debitage and the ready availabili
of limitless supplies of quartzite from adjacent talus slopes, show RM=130
to be primarily & quarry or msnufacturing site, The lithic evidence further
suggests primary artifact thinning was done on the spot. Edge sharpening
flakes were rare and the lack of complsted tools indicates that tool
blanks, rather than completed bifaces, were the major product of the site,
Although not tested, RM=131, directly across Big Run, may have been a
habitation site used by the stone workers at RM-130.

Intrugions and Data. Ll imi iong: . S ' . :

There has been little human disturbance of RM-130 in historic times.

It is doubtful whether the terrace was ever plowed because of the extreme
rockyress of the socil, Any plowing that would have occurred, however,
would have been shallow and ceased over fifty years ago. The talus sLope
directly west of the sits is today covered by thin soil and trees as. is
RM-130. Although this area of Big Run is subject to violent flash floods,
the soil stratigraphy at RM-130 suggeats minimal disturbance and the
terrace was probably high enough to receive only light amounts of sus-
pended materials (like sands). - ' : e
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

RM-130 is the only maJor and axclusxvs quarty ‘site located in the Shsnan-_
doah National Park and was probably used by large- .dumbers -of Archaic peoples
in the Shenandoah Valley for millennia, ,It represents an important .type
of economic activity -and has produced- such spectacular svidence of -artifact
dsngity as to suggest it was 'a major msnufacturing uentez for & large ter-
ritory. Given the number of technological studies now’ underwsy at pre-
historic sites throughout Virginia (most notably the work of Errett - =
Callahan, personal communication) RM-130 acquires importance ‘ag a site K=t
where numerous hypothsses relating to prehistoric tool production can bes -
tested against primarv archaeological data., Although datable artifacts are
not common, they occur in sufficient numbers to provide a chronological T
.. framework, while additional sxcavations would undaubtedly shsrpan our RS
control over dat;ng of this cruczal sxte.~ . »
': “ -|| "‘f O -
" The relat;onship of RM-130 to its cBmpanion (RM—lSl) ‘across. the river
‘wauld allow inter- as well ss intra-site studies to be canductadrwithin
a functxonally and regxonally cont:ollsd context.‘ - R \
> i 9;1 4,'1 3 '.'-_. ""4 < iy ; «
As an example af primary 1nfarmat1on on the’ prshistorzc “induatrisl” "
exploitation of the Blus Ridge, RM-130 occupies a unique place in the
- culture hjstory of the region and is of special importance to ths,intarpre-.
tation of prehistoric economy. Its early date places it at. .one end of a - .
spectrum of industrial exploitation that can be.documentsd in 'the’ Blus Rldgs _
into the 19th century when an attempt to establieh a major iron mining L
and smelting industry collapsed under the wieght ‘of northern competition.

(AR -
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. From an interpretive point of view, we might profitably compare the ... . -

RM~130 quarry to the Miller Iron Works of early to mid 19th century vintags“
and, in each case,~inqu1rs into the byproducts, both poszt;ve and negst;ve,

- pf the use of the Blua Rldge bafors the sstablishment of the snandoah

Nat;onal Park. -
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June 23, 1983

Mr. James W. Coleman, Jr., Regional Director
Mid-Atlantic Region, National Park Service
Department of the Interior

143 South Third Street

Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 19106

YRE: NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES NOMINATIONS: Shenandoah National Park
: .Site Near Paine Run Rock Shelter (44AU154), Augusta County
The Paine Run Rock Shelter (44AU158), Augusta County
The Blackrock Springs Site (44AU167), Augusta County

The Gentle Site (44MD112), Madison County

Cliff K111 Site (44MD138), Madison County

The Big Meadows Site (44MD143), Madison County
Robertson Mountain Site (44MD172), Madison County
Jeremey's Run Site (44PAL16), Page County

The Big Rum Quarry Site (44RM130), Rockingham County
The Compton Gap Site (44WR103), Warren County

Dear Mr. Coleman:

On behalf of the Commonwealth, it gives me great pleasure to inform you officially
that the above ten archaeological sites, located in Shenandoah Natiomnal Park, have
been placed on the Virginia Landmarks Register. The nominations forms were for-
warded to your office in September of last year for submission to the National
Register of Historic Places. Recognition of these sites was initially proposed by
the Park Service,

One of these properties, Site Near Paine Run Rock Shelter (444AU154), 1s also par-
tially owned by M.E. Bibb and H.C. Powers of Weyers Cave. Both of the owners and
the appropriate officials were properly notified in accordance with federal pro-
cedures, and copies of letters from Augusta County and Mr. Powers are enclosed for
inclusion with the nomination of that site when it is forwarded to the National
Register. ’

The Virginia Landmarks Register was established by an act of the General Assembly
in 1966 and includes "the buildings, structures, and sites which are of state-
wide or national significance.” It 1s our judgment that these sites richly deserve
this official recognition as ten of the Commonwealth's historic resources.





