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I. General Statement: 
A.  Architectural  character:  The simple l a t e  eighteenth century 

rectangular stone court  house i s  attached t o  the s ide  of a more so h i s t i ca ted  1 br ick  farmhouse, which probably 'dates from the second quar ter  of t e nineteen 
century. 

B. Condition of fabr ic :  The s t ruc tu re  seems bas ica l ly  sound, 

I but i s  i n  need of minor repa i r s  and maintainence. I 

Altsrsd Unal tered  

11. Description of Exterior:  
A. Over-all dimensions: A three-bay, s ing le -p i le  stone building 

i s  attached t o  a three-bay br ick house with a three-bay r ea r  wing. 
B. Foundation: Both sect ions  have a stone foundation. 
C. Wall Construction: The court house i s  coursed rubble, but 

the  facade has been refaced with f i e l d  stone due t o  s t r u c t u r a l  weakness. 
The farmhouse sec t ion  i s  l a i d  i n  Flemish bond on the  f ron t  and s ides  and four 
s t r e t che r  American bond on the  rear .  

D. Porches: A s ing le  bay porch with turned posts and balusters  
with a s ing l e  f l i g h t  of cement s teps  she l t e r s  the  f ron t  door of the  farmhouse 
section.  A long p a r t i a l l y  enclosed screened shed porch extends across the 
r ea r  of the  house. 

E. Chimneys: An i n t e r i o r  end chimney i s  featured a t  the  s a l i e n t  
ends. 

F. Openings: 
1. Doorways and doors: The f ron t  entrance t o  the  fanhouse 

sec t ion  consis ts  of a f an l igh t ,  s i de l i gh t s  and a six-panelled door. A modern 
door with severa l  hor izontal  g lass  l i g h t s  has been in s t a l l ed  i n  the  courthous 
wing and i n  the  br ick  r ea r  e l l .  

2. Windows: I n  the  farmhouse sec t ion  there  a re  wooden 
double-hung windows with nine-over-six. Stuccoed f l a t  arches a re  above 
the windows. The courthouse sec t ion  has wooden double-hung windows with s ix-  

Moved pg Orieinlrl Sils 

over-six l i gh t s .  ! 
G. Roof: a half-hipped roof covers the  br ick  sec t ion  and a gab1 

roof covers the  courthouse. Both roofs a re  covered with sheet  metal. 

O R I G I N A L  (11 known) P H Y S I C A L  & P P E A R A N C E  

Heating: Although f i rep laces  o r ig ina l ly  provided heat ,  stove.; 
ow serve t h a t  function. The remaining f i rep lace  mantels i n  the  br ick s ec t i o~ l  
ave t a l l  and elegant proportions, wide molded shelves,  p la in  f r i eze s  and 
i l a s t e r s .  -- 

111. Description of the  In t e r io r :  

1 
I 
i 
! 
I 

i 

A. Floor plan: The courthouse r e t a in s  i ts  two-room s ing l e - r i l e  
plan. The s ide  h a l l  i n  the  br ick  sec t ion  serves as a cen t r a l  h a l l  between 
the  courthouse wing and the  e a s t  room. The room i n  the  e l l  i s  entered throug 
the  ea s t  room. 

B. Stairways: A two-run, open-string s t a i r  with rectangular 1 
balusters  ascends i n  the  h a l l  of the  farmhouse. The o r ig ina l  s t a i r  i n  the  
courthouse has been removed. 

C. Wall and ce i l i ng  f in i sh :  P las te r  wal ls  and ce i l i ngs  a re  
painted. 

D. Doors: The remaining doors have s i x  ra ised panels. 
E. Trim: One room i n  the courthouse r e t a in s  one wall  of raised 

paneling with cabinets and a punch and d e n t i l  cornice. 
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IV. Site: 
A. General setting: The two-part structure stands facing south on 

a high bank above the county road and is framed by pastures and woodlands. 
B. Outbuildings: Surrounding the building are various sheds, 

probably dating from the twentieth century, and a nineteenth century smoke- 
house. 
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S T A T E M E N T  O F  S I G N I F I C A N C E  

The second court  house of Russell County i s  one of the e a r l i e s t  public 
buildings i n  Southwest Virginia.  The austere  stone s t ruc tu re  i s  a r a r e  
survival  and gives an indicat ion of the  a r ch i t ec tu ra l  character of the  f i r s t  
court  houses erected i n  t h i s  remote par t  of the  Commonwealth. Although 
now a wing of a mid-nineteenth century farmhouse, the building i s  well  
preserved and r e t a in s  much of i t s  o r ig ina l  ex te r io r  and f ine ly  de ta i led  
i n t e r i o r  t r i m .  Russell County was formed i n  1786 from Washington County 
and o r ig ina l ly  included the grea te r  par t  of Southwest Virginia.  Par ts  
of a l l  of Lee, Scot t ,  Wise, Dickenson, Buchanan, and Tazewell Counties 
once were within  the  boundaries of Russell.  

The Russell County's court  f i r s t  met temporarily a t  Cast le ' s  Woods 
in1786 .  Shortly afterwards the  court  accepted an o f f e r  from Henry 
Dickenson, the  f i r s t  c l e rk , t o  provide a sixty-two acre t r a c t  on which t o  
loca te  a new court  house. The f i r s t  building was a log s t ruc tu re  and was 
used u n t i l  i t  burned i n  1798. The second and present building was erected 
the  following year across the  road from the  log bu i ld ing ' s  s i t e .  The 
re loca t ion  of the  county s ea t  i n  Lebanon i n  1818 brought an end to  the 
hopes of the county magistrates of developing the  area around the  second 
court  house. The impressive plans fo r  a new town were abandoned and the 
old court  house remained i n  an i so la ted  r u r a l  s e t t i ng .  

Following the  moving of the  county s e a t  the  stone building was acquire 
by the  Dickenson family who made it a wing to  a two-story br ick farmhouse 
put up i n  the  second quar ter  of the  nineteenth century. I n  the  1860's the 
property came i n t o  the  possession of the Fugate family who were r e l a t ed  
t o  the  Dickenson family and the  house has belonged t o  them since t h a t  time. 
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