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DESCRIBE THE PRESE NTAND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSkCALAPPfARANCE 

The A ,  P. Carter Homeplace is  a szall cab in  situated along a f o o t p a t l l  in Scort  County, 
just over a r i d g e  from Poor V a l l e y  and Places S p r i n g  The 17-by-15 f o o t  structure is 
a s tory- and-a-half  , h a l f  -dove t a i l e d  l og  b u i l d i n g  wi-th weatheriroard gables and a t i n  
roof. A t  ehe west  end is a s m a l l  r t i bb le  s t o n e  chimney w i ~ h  a hr i c l c  staclc,  There e r e  
winclorirs in the  sou th  and east w a l l s ,  b u t  none in t h e  f r o n t  (north) w a l l ,  which Fs 
pierced  only by a Chree-batten door with vertical, beaded boards ,  

. . 

A frame lean- to  with v e r t i c a l  board c o v e r i n g  extends t h e  l e n g t h  o f  t h e  t-car and 
p ~ ' o t r u d e s  abou t  s i x  f e e t  f a r t h e r  Co t he  e a s t .  There i s  an  open shcd  ar  t h e  c a s t  end. 

Thc i n t e r io r  o f  the cabin  i s  ve ry  plain; a c lo sed  s t a i r  rises in t h e  ~ i o r t h w e s t  co rne r ,  
and t h e r e  i s  a small fireplace on the.  r.rrst g e b l e  r ~ h l l .  The jo is t s  a r e  exposed,  and 
sorae of t h e  remnants of matchboard wainscoting surv ive .  The house  is presently 
ah andoned . 
A Log barn and ano the r  frame o u t b u i l d i n g  survive on the r i s e  t o  k h e  nor th ,  and the re  
a r e  r u i n s  of o t h e r  farm structures around t h e  house,  W i t h  in a s h o r t  d i s t ance  o E t h e  
cabin arp the sclzool where A. PC Carter  was e d u c a t e d ,  a s t o r e  he kept i n  Later y e a r s ,  
h i s  grave,  and the l a t e r  home of h i s  parents,  as w e l l  as a modern house  hc accupiei< 
at t h e  end oE h i s  life. 

The A. P, Cartcr  licrneplace is s e t  oE e 33-acre partially wooded t r a c t ,  centered in 
L i t t l e  Val ley- - the  b o u n d a r i e s  de1 i n e a t i n g  a l l  o f  tile acreage t h a t  i s  associated with 
t h e  log house 2nd is in t h e  possessior, of t h e  present owner. 
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i ' 
STATEMENT OF StGNZFICANCf 
Ti;c A, 7. Carter Korneplace, h iddcn  in L i t t l e  Valley near  Maces S p r i n g  in Scot t  County 
s t a n d s  as an : u t s ~ a n d i n g  reprasenentive of t h e  materiel and o r a l  traditional c u l t t i r e  of 
the Southern  highlands.  It is significant p r i m ~ i l y  as t h e  birt-hplacc and c a r l y  horns I 
ot a tor.7ering f i g u r e  in t h e  co l lec t ion  and performance of t h e  r eg iona l  folk rnusic of  
Southwest V i r g i n i a  and in the fonnarion ef a new regional  popu la r  music form, The house 
is i n t e r e s t i n g  R S  a l a t e  example of a t r a d i t i o n a l  type of small house  i n t r o d u c e d  i n t o  I 

' I  Axierica du r ing  the e a r l y  years of  E n g l i s h  settlement and b u i l t  and u s e d  by poorer ~ e o p l e  ; 

for  almost 300 years afterward, 

, Carters tiad been l i v ing  i n  t h i s  a r e a  Lor over 100 years  :.rllen Alvin P l e a s a t  Delancy I I  
; I  

"A.P." Carter  (1891-1960) w a s  I-:torn. Instructed in music by an  uncle w h o  Icepc one of the , I  
sllape-note "s ing ing  schools"  popular  in rural.  areas of the S o u t h  d u r i n z  t h e  n ine teen th  I ' 

c e n t u r y ,  Garter was a n u s i c i a s l  from h i s  ea r ly  yea r s ,  s i n g j n g  in a f a m i l y  q u a r t e t  and ! +  
clnyiag the  f i d d l e ,  I n  Junc ,  1915, be m a r r i e d  S a r a  Doughcrty (born 1898) of nearby 
:opper Creek, who w a s  also a musician, T i ~ p  couple  perfomed l o c a l l y  f o r  several y e a r s ,  
and when Maybelle Addington (born 1909) jo ined  t h e  family through m a r r i a g e  t o  Carter's 
brother  Ezra  in 1926, t h e  "carter Family", as it becarte kr,o;.m to t h e  p~.ihl?c, was conpl .c t~d.  

Thc Career Fami ly  repertoire comprised a congloxeratc of songs traditional in t he  fami ly ,  i 
sc>n,=s coinposed by A, P, Carter and t o  a lesser extent  by Sara and Maybcllc Garter, and 
songs a c t i v e l y  collected by A. P, C a r t e r  and performed v e r b a t i n  o r  rcwurkcd by h i m .  A t  ! 

' a c r uc i a l  period i n  mountain rnustcal culture, when o u t s i d e  inf l u m c e s  were beginning to 
overwhelz traditional l o c a l  s t r a i n s ,  the ~anily's c o r p u s  of a b n u t  250 songs rccorded  

I 

I 

berracen 1 9 2 7  and 1941 preserved a valuable  body o f  Sotlthw~.st: Virginia's f o l k  m u s i c .  
A c a d e m i c  f o l k l o r j . s t s  s u c h  as Cccil Sharp arrc! t h e  col lecLors oZ t h e  V i r g i n i a  Follclorc 

,' S o c i e t y ,  beginning t o  work the Virg in i a  mountains j u s t  as P, Carter's career began,  
. t enclcd t o  coll.cct: a long  narrower and more res t r l c  ted lincs , 1 ini t ing t l ~ c ~ s e l v e s  Lo b a l l a d s  

i 1 
t h o u g h t  to have been i n h e r i t e d  Irom C n z l i s h  tradition or, in o f e w  cascs,  t o  those  I !  

L 
I h e r  i-can-born hallacls which corsplicd with t h e i r  literary def i n F t i o a s ,  Thc Carters ' work- ,, 

i n s  collection of o l d  ballads, occupa~ional songs,  g o s p z l  m u s t c ,  V i c t o r i a n  parlor songs I 1;  
arid o the r  s c n t t ~ n c n t a l  picces, and b l a c k - i n s p i r e d  b l u e s  probably represented a Lrucr cross- ;, 
s o c r i o n  of mountain t a s t e s  and c u l t u r e  of the c a r l y  t w e n t j e t h  c c n e u r y  than any academic i i  
collection beEorc or sj-ncc. 1 
T h e  Carter Farntly were not: tFzc f i r s t  f o l k  n1u:;icialts t o  be rccorded cc:.11?terc~ially vhcn t l ~ e y  I 

] I  brgan to perform f u r  the  17ic tor T a l k i n g  Xochine Corpora t i o n  i n  Rris k o l ,  Tcnnessec.-Virginin,  
f.11 1927,  H o w e v e r ,  t h e i r  r e c o r d i n g  c a r e e r ,  l i k c  A .  P, Cnrter's c o l l e c t i n z ,  caine a t  a 
f o m a t i v e  t i m c  2n t h e  h i l l b i l l y m u s i c  i n d u s t r y ,  a s  i k w a s  h u i l c ! i n g a n e ~ r r c g l o r ~ a l  p o p l a r  
m u s i c  on a Eollc h a s p .  T h e  Cartr3rs c1uickL-y I ) e c a ~ e  Emvoritc p c r f u r m ~ r s  a ~ c l ,  in t h e  r.rords oL 

r?e s cho ln r ,  mainra ined  " trmenrlous i n f  lrience on American folk m~lsic for Lhrec clecadcs, , , 

I 

; 
i j 

(see ~ o n t i n v n t  Lon Shect !;I) 1 ' 
I I 
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f thrxyJ p e r p ~ ?  t u a r e d  a p a r t i c u l a r  rizyth~ic. b.?at i n  cnun+ry music 
cans prcserveil  i n s  t r ~ u o e c t a l  pa t t c i n s  c!evclop~d t o  
c m i p l e m ~ n t  voca l  sounds oE t r a d i t i o n a l  nus ic prcvFously st1176 
tlnaccompanied. . . . " The Career F a m i l y ,  u n d e r  A .  P, Cart-er ' s leadership, were 1 
ins t rumenta l  in t h e  f r n n s i t j - o n  of t h e i r  E o n  of V i r g i n i a  fu1.k music  from a 
l o c a l i z e d  phenonenon into n rcgionnl one. I .  

Tile s m a l l  cabin i n  L i t t l e  Val ley  is an e x c e l l e n t  example o f  the t r a d i t i o n a l  
II square"  o r  Eng l i sh  cab in  (with a single roon of approximately  square p l a n ,  

a closed s t a i r  in a corner neer t h e  f i replace ,  and a gable-~nd chimney) i n  
the  usual  story-and-a-half l o g  mo~ntain E o n .  A b u i l d i n g  type recovered 
archaeologica l ly  f r o m  t h e  e a r l i e s t  periods of settlement and s u r v i v i n g  in a 
few seventeenth-century exmples ,  it cont inued  t o  be used b o t h  for o u t b u i l d -  
ings among the  wea l th ie r  planters and axong t h e  p o o r e r  c l a s s e s  of people f o r  
housing untLl the present century, Its s c e l l e r  chimney and matchboard wain- 
scoting are arnong t h e  few c o n c e s s i o ~ . ~  the. A. P. C a r t e r  Hozeplace tuakes t o  the 
pe r iod  of i t s  b u i l d i n g ;  o therwise  it is s t r i c t l y  traditional. A s  s u c h ,  i t  is 
a s ~ r i k i n g  representative of t he  sna l l ,  unglarnorous house so of ten  overlooked 
by hi.s t o r i a n s  h u t  which p r o b a b l y  formed a ~ l a j o r  p a r t  of t h e  landscape t h r o u g h  
m o s t  of i t s  pe r iod  o f  use. 

l'hc cabin,  W ? I F C ~  is p r e s e n t l y  unused, lies r.rithin a s h o r t  d i s t a n c e  of sc.vcral 
o t h e r  s i t c s  essociatcd with the C a r t e r  Fen!ily, i n c l u d i r z ~  A, P, ~ a r t e r ' s  grave, 
the s torc  he kept l a t e  in h i s  l i f e ,  and Clir,r,h b!ountain, the s u b j e c t  of 
several of thcir songs, Thc p r o p e r t y ,  not in use at t h i s  t i m e ,  is stTl1 owned 
by Carters. 





I 
i 

F o r n  N o  1fi-3003 
(Gev  10-74) 

I ,  NETkII Sl'i\ 'I t-.S 1JF.PrZ RT3EkN3 Ob -I  i lk .  1 r\iTI:I< I C)I< 

NATIONAL PARK SEFIVICE 
RECEIVED 

g.T-ATIC3NA'R, 2 E 6 2 6 ~ X  OF HI8TQXIC PLfi@ES b 3 L  I I 3L; 1976 
IPPJVENTORY -- h I ' O M I p s S A ~ ~ ~ J  FQY.34 

CDRITl NUATION SHEET #: 2 tTEM W1JMBER g PACE 1 -- 
9. MAJOR DTJILIOGRiZPHICAL RE P E E R C E S  

Green, Archie .  " T l ~ c  Carter Family's 'Coal hliner's Blues: " Southern  F O ~ I C ~ U T F ?  
Q u a r t e r l y ,  No. 25, 1961. 

Interviews wf-tb Janetire Carter Kel ly ,  H i l t o n s ,  V a , ;  June nncl Kover5er, 1 9 7 5 .  
Malone, Bill C. Country 2-1usj.c lJ .S .A,  Aust in :  Pmerfcan F o l k l o r e  Socicty, 1967. 
Suitu;?ers, t e ~ ~ i s  P. His t o ry  of Southwest: Virgtn ia .  Bal t imore:  Gcnealog ical 

mtblj.shing Co., 1966,  




