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The Lawrence Snapp Ilouse is a two-story Cont inenta l  log  house b u i l t  i n t o  a bank c lose  
to-Snapps Run i n  Shenandoah County. The s i t i n g ,  c -  a s l o p e  perpendicular  t o  i ts  contours ,  
alloi,rs n u l t i l e v e l  e n t r y  a t  grade, i s  c l o s e  t o  sources  o f  v a t e r  (Snapp's Run and a s t r e a n ,  
over bihic!] the  house was b u i l t ) ,  and is c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  of toilses b u i l t  i n  t..e Shenandoah 

I 
VaNey by G c r F n  s e t t l e r s  i n  t h e  second ha l f  of the- 1 8 t h  cfn tury .  

The main s e c t i o n  o f  t h e  house, s e t  on a l imestone basezsnt ,  i s  two bays long with a 
door i n  t h e  l e f t  ( w e s t )  bay and a fu l l - l eng th ,  one-story w r c h  with chamfered columns. 
The house i s  covered with p l a i n  weatherboards and has l a t e r  louvered b l i n d s  and 6 / 6  
r a sh .  An of f -center  i n t e r i o r  l imestone chimney surmounts the  gable roof which has l a t e  
19th-century eaves r e t u r n s .  

To t h e  r e a r  o f  t h e  main hlock i s  an e a r l y  19th-cetltury c o u s e d  ru5ble  limestone e l l .  
I t  i s  i l s o  two s t o r i e s  t a l l ,  t h r e e  hzys long, and has  a ce?. t ral  s t o n e  chimney s tack .  I t  
:]as O/G sash  znd s tone  jack arches  ovnr t h e  window and door o2enings. 

'the p lan  of t h e  imin block was o r i g i n a l l y  t h e  four-roo, Kreuzhaus v a r i a n t  of t h e  
Continental  Flurkuchenhaus. One e n t e r s  t h e  western Kvche o r  k i t chen ,  which has  a massive - 
stone f i r ep lace .  Behind t h i s  i s  a smal ler  room with a sm11 f i r e p l a c e  i n  t h e  north -jamb 
of t h e  chimney and s t a i r s  i n  t h e  northwest corner .  The p a r t i t i o n  of t h i s  smal ler  room 
was removed i n  t h e  19th  century ,  and t h e  room was made narrower and expanded i n t o  t h e  
wing. I n  r ecen t  yea r s  t h i s  expansion was reversed ,  and t h e  small f i r e p l a c e  was c losed .  
East  of t h e  chimney was t h e  E, o r  p a r l o r ,  which was heated by a f ive -p la t e  i r o n  
s tove  fed throuqh a ho le  i n  t h e  back o f  t h e  k i t chen  f i r e p l a c e .  (Two p l a t e s  of a l o c a l l y  
made f ive -p la t e  s tove ,  da ted  1801, have been found on t h e  p roper ty ) .  A board p a r t i t i o n ,  
re~covecl by t h e  p r e s e n t  owner, s e t  o f f  t h e  a from t h e  narrow Kammer (chamber) a t  t h e  
r e a r .  

A srns.11 frame connector t i e s  the  l o g  house t o  t h e  s tone  e l l  which conta ins  a d in ing  
roon a t  t he  near  end, a k i t chen  with a l a r g e  f i r e p l a c e ,  and s t a i r s  a t  t h e  f a r  end. There 
a r e  c e l l a r s  under t h c  e ~ . a m m e r  (which con ta in  a s p r i n g )  a s  we l l  a s  under the  e l l  
d in ing  room. 

Decoration i n  t h e  Flurkuchenhaiz i s  minimal, as  was c c r m l l y  t h e  case  i n  such 
s t r u c t u r e s .  I t  c o n s i s t s  mostly o f  s ix-panel ,  ra i sed-panel  doors,  and t h e  e x t e r i o r  doors 
have v e r t i c a l  beaded sheath ing  on the  i n t e r i o r .  Seve ra l  i n t e r e s t i n g  s t r a p  hinges survi7?c,  
as  docs a Suffolk l a t c h - o n  t h e  c e l l a r  s t a i r .  The exposed j o i s t s  a r e  chamfered, bu t  t h e  
sw:mer beam was c u t  ou t  apparent ly  i n  t h e  19th  century .  - - - 

The d in ing  room is decorated r.iith a pedcs ta l  c h a i r  r a i l  and with a d e l i c a t e  mantel 
cons i s t ing  of reeded p i l a s t e r s  without caps ,  suppor t ing  a p l a i n  f r i e z e  and e n t a b l a t u r e  
blocks and a r e l a t i v e l y  t h i n  ( f o r  t h e  Valley) molded s h e l f .  To t h e  r i g h t  of t h e  fireplace 
a r e  o r i g i n a l  cupboards with recessed panel  doors. 

The e l l  k i tchen r e t a i n s  i ts  o r i g i n a l  f l o o r s  and hea r th .  To t h e  r i g h t  o f  t h e  f i r e p l a c e  + 

is t h e  d a t e  1824, which may be  t h e  d a t e  o f  t h e  e l l ,  though t h i s  is open t o  q u e s t i o n . .  I 
I n  t h e  yard nor theas t  of t h e  o r i g i n a l  house s t a n d s  t h e  r&ble  s tone  chirney,  undcr- 

pinning, and trough o f  a springhouse. The b u i l d i n g  was s e t  s o  t h a t  t h e  s t r . m  running 
from tile c e l l a r  s p r i n g  t o  Snapp's Run would supply t h e  cooling trough. Across t h e  road, 

(See Continuation Sheet  81) 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 
The Snapp House i n  Shenandoah County i s  a r a r e  su rv iv ing  example o f  t h e  Continental  

cen t ra l - ch imey  houses b u i l t  i n  t h e  l a t e  18th and e a r l y  19 th  cen tu r i e s  by t h e  G e m n -  
speaking s e t t l e r s  o f  western Vi rg in ia .  The house ' s  s i t i n g  a q a i n s t  a bank and near  a ~ o o d  
water  supply, i t s  o r i g i n a l  four-room o r  Kreuzhaus p lan ,  i t s  Continental-type roof t r u s s e s ,  
and i t s  p a r t i a l  basenent a r e  a l l  products  of t h e  Germanic t r a d i t i o n .  Another cha rac te r i s -  
t i c a l l y  Cnntinental  f e a t u r e  of t h e  Snapp House, t h e  basement sp r ing ,  i s  very r a r e  i n  
Virg in ia .  The handsome e a r l y  19th-century s tone  wing and t h e  remains of a spi.ing::ouse/ 
k i tchen acld t o  t h e  except ional  assemblage. The family cemetery and t'ne (sadly  a l t e r e c )  
mid-19th-century b r i c k  barn ac ross  the  road from t h e  house, while  no t  owned by the  sane 
person and not  p a r t  of t h e  r e g i s t e r  bounds, f u r t h e r  c o n t r i b u t e  t o  t h i s  remarkably complete 
p i c t u r e  o f  German-American l i f e  i n  t h e  Shenandoah Valley. 

The e a r l y  h i s t o r y  of t h e  Snapp House proper ty  is  very confused. A l l  t h a t  can be 
determined is  t h a t  t h e  house belonged i n  t h e  18th  century  t o  Lawrence Snapp, S r . ,  a 
wealthy r e s i d e n t  o f  the  a r e a .  A f t e r  Snapp's dcath i n  1762 h i s  proper ty  was divided amng  
t e n  ch i ld ren  (seven sons) who commenced a long and complex s e r i e s  o f  land s a l e s  and t r ades .  
One son, P h i l l i p  Snapp, may have become t h e  eventual  owner. A t  h i s  d e a t h i n  1812 another  
complex s e r i e s  of s a l e s  and l e g a c i e s  was i n i t i a t e d ,  p a r t l y  a s  a r e s u l t  of Snapp's apparent 
insolvcncy. P a r t  o f  the  t r a c t  was l e f t  t o  Snapp's wife S a l l y ,  h u t  by 1836 t h e  p rose r ty  
seems t o  have come by b i t s  and pi.eces i n t o  t h e  hands o f  John Copp. If t h i s  r econs t ruc t ion  
is c o r r e c t ,  i t  may be t h a t  t h e  s tone  e l l ,  although dated  on t h e  f i r e p l a c e  1624, was 
cons t ruc ted  nearer  1637. A t  t h a t  time the  b u i l d i n g ' s  t axab le  va lue ,  which had remained 
s t a b l c  a t  $437, increased  t o  $737 (although t h i s  inc rease  may a l s o  r e f l e c t  t h e  cons t ruc t ion  
of t h e  b r i ck  b a r n ) .  

The proper ty ,  k n o n  i n  r e c e n t  yea r s  a s  Wi ld f lo~ ie r  Farm, was purchased s e v e r a l  years  
ago by N r s .  Kancy Su l l ivan ,  who has  renovated it. 
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Snapp House, ShenanSsall County, Virgin ia  I 
C 0 N T l t : U A T I O N  SHEET 31 ITEM NUMBER 7 c 3 PAGE 1 -. I 

7. DESCRIPTION I 
n o t  on t h e  p resen t  mmer ' s  p roper ty ,  a r e  a mid-19th-century b r i ck  ban': barn and a 
fcmily cemetery which o r i g i n a l l y  belonged t o  t h e  house. I 

The r e g i s t e r  bounds follow t h e  road and proper ty  bounds on t h e  south and west 
*!id Snapp's  Run  on t h e  na r th  and e a s t .  

DU 
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