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1. Gcneral s ta tement :  
A. A r c h i t e c t u r a l  cha rac te r :  Belnlont i s  a good example of a simple 

l a t e  e igh teen th  cen tu ry  p l a n t a t i o n  house i n  Southampton County. 
B. Condit ion of t h e  f a b r i c :  Good. 

11. Descr ip t ion  of  t h e  e x t e r i o r :  
A. Overa l l  dimensions: One-and-a-half s t o r y  Belmont has a f ive-bay 

facade  and a s i n g l e - p i l e .  Addit ions on t h e  r e a r  of  t h e  b u i l d i n g  inc lude  an 
e l l  two-bays long and one-bay wide, and a three-bay shed porch which has bee; 
enclosed w i t h  weatherboard. 

B. Foundations: Brick covered w i t h  cement. 
C. Wall cons t ruc t ion :  The o r i g i n a l  s e c t i o n  of t h e  house i s  covered 

wi th  beaded weatherboarding,  and the  add i t ions  wi th  unbeaded weatherboard. 
D. Porches: An ea r ly - twen t i e th  century  three-bay shed porch wi th  

turned pos t s  i s  s c t  on p i e r s  and has bcen screened.  Formerly a one-bay porc 
wi th  pyramidal roof and p i e r s  s h e l t e r e d  t h e  f r o n t  door.  

E .  Chimneys: Two modern e x t e r i o r  end b r i c k  chimneys r ep lace  t h e  
o r i g i n a l  ones which had t h e  s t a c k s  s e t  away from t h e  gable .  

F. Opcnings: 
1. Doors: The en t r ancc  doors a r e  doublc and of  two panzis eac 

A s i n g l e  s ix-paneled door o r i g i n a l l y  opened a t  t h e  r e a r .  
2 .  Windows: The windows have p l a i n  frames wi th  a bead on t h e  

inne r  edge, molded s i l l s  and ea r ly - twen t i e th  century  two-over-two sash .  
G. Roof: I - 

1. Shape: The gable  roof  i s  covered wi th  galvanized meta l .  
2. Comers: Three gable  dormers w i t h  diagonal  s i d i n g  break 

the  sou th  s l o p e  of  t h e  r o o f ,  and two sj.miLar dormers t h e  n o r t h  s lope .  
I : 
I --I I - 

111. Descr ip t ion  of  t h e  i n t e r o r :  I 
0 

A. F loor  plan: The s i n g l e  p i l c  house has a c e n t r a l  h a l l .  T ~ L C  r c n r  
a d d i t i o n s  a r e  en te red  through t h e  e a s t  room. I Ln 

B. Stairway:  The enclosed s t e c p l y  pitched s t a i r  with windcrs asccnds 
i n  t h e  n o r t h e a s t  corner  of the  h a l l .  

C. F loor ing:  Wide pine.  
D. Wall and c e i l i n g  f i n i s h :  Painted and papered p l a s t e r .  I I 
IS. Doorways and doors: Thc r a i s e d  s ix-panel  doors a r e  surrounded b$ 

a-rchi trave t r im .  On t h e  second f l o o r  t h e  panels  a r e  grained in  l i g h t  co lo r s  ~ 
and t h e  surrounded c r o s s  p ieces  a r e  pa in ted  a dark c o l o r .  

F. Trim: The lower rooms have c h a i r  r a i l  and baseboard w i t h  moldings, 
and wainscot ing c o n s i s t i n g  of  r ec t angu la r  f l a t  panels .  The upper roorins 
have on ly  a baseboard. A Chinese l a t t i c e  r a i l i n g  wi th  t h i n  members follows 
t h e  s t a i r w e l l  on t h e  second f l o o r .  _ i 

G. Hardware: The doors on t h e  upper f l o o r  have t h e  o r i g i n a l  :?-znd-y 
hinges. I 

I H. Heating: Although t h e  o r i g i n a l  f i r e p l a c e s  remain i n  every room, , 
B e h o n t  now possesses  c e n t r a l  hea t ing .  The mantels  i n  t h e  lower rooms have 
segmental ly arched open ings , a rch i t r ave  t r i m ,  a f l a t  r ec t angu la r  pKuele6 f r i e  
and a molded s h e l f .  The upper mantels  have segnzn ta l ly  arched openings,  
a r c h i t r a v e  trim and a sma l l  s h e l f .  
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7.  
I V .  S i t e :  

A.  General s e t t i n g :  Belmont is  a t  t h e  end of  a  long lane  t h a t  today 
s t r e t c h e s  through c o r n f i e l d s ,  but  t h a t  was o r i g i n a l l y  i i n e d  by magni f icent  oaks. 
The house is  loca ted  on high ground t o  c a t c h  the  cool ing  b reezes ,  and faces  
south .  

B.  Outbui ld ings :  Severa l  n ine teen th  century  ou tbu i ld ings  remain near  
t h e  house. Southeast  of t h e  house i s  a  smal l  s ingle-bay ,  gable  roo f ,  weather- 
boarded s t r u c t u r e ,  covered wi th  s h i n g l e s ,  t h a t  was t h e  smokehouse. Southwest 
is a weatherboarded, gable  roof  bu i ld ing ,  two-bays long,  and one-bay wide w i t h  
t h e  en t r ance  i n  t h e  gable  end. The s t r u c t u r e  has sawn barge boards and served 
as  t h e  o f f i c e .  The b r i c k  chimney of  t h e  o l d  k i t chen  remains n o r t h  of  t h e  smoke- 

I I 
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S T A T E M E N T  O F  S I G N I F I C A N C E  

A t  Belmont, on t h e  morning of 23 August, 1831, t h e  Nat Turner s l a v e  
r e v o l t  was e f f e c t i v e l y  suppressed.  The r e v o l t  had begun l a t e  Sunday evening 
a t  t h e  Trav i s  p l ace  (now des t royed) ,  about f i f t e e n  m i l e s  sout!iwest of 1 

Bclniont, when Nat Turner and sevcn l i e u t e n a n t s  met,  f e a s t e d ,  planned t h e  
r e v o l t ,  and began t h e i r  journey of murder and p i l l a g e  a t  t h e  home of Joseph 
T r a v i s ,  s t e p - f a t h e r  of  Putnam Moore, Nat Turne r ' s  owner. A t  i t s  hc ight  t h e  
r e v o l t  probably included about e igh ty  s l a v e s  and f r e e  mcn of c o l s r .  About 

I 
daybreak on August 23, Nat Turner and a  reduced f o r c e  of about twcnty men, 1 
advanced on Belmont, home of D r .  Samuel Blunt .  Apparently Xat ' k r n c r  thoug t 
Belmont was d e s e r t e d ,  bu t  i n  f a c t ,  Blunt ,  h i s  son,  and s c v c r a l  o t h e r  ncn 
were i n  t h e  house, and t h e  Blunt s l a v e s ,  e l e c t i n g  t o  ass i s :  i n  rhe  defense 
of t h e  p l a c e ,  were ga thered  i n  t h e  k i t c h e n  j u s t  f a s t  of  t h e  house. A t  t h i s  
encounter  s e v e r a l  of Nat Turner ' s  men were k i l l e d ,  and o t h e r s  i i icluding h i s  

I 
c h i e f  l i e u t e n a n t ,  Hark ,were  captured .  Nat Turner and a  few fo l lowers  

I 
I Z escaped, b u t  were pursued and most were k i l l e d  o r  captured  by t h e  m i l i t i a  n , a r  
I - 

i 
Captain H a r r i s ' .  Nat Turner himself escaped and remained i n  h id ing  u n t i l  I 

1 i he was apprehended on 30 October.  Af ter  a  hea r ing  a t  a  c o u r t  of Oyer and 1 
! w 
1 
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i 
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! 
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Terminer, Nat Turner was executed by hanging on November 11. ! 

The Nat Turner s l a v e  r e v o l t  s e n t  shock waves throughout t h e  South , i 
'where i t  was widely i n t e r p r e t e d  as  be ing  p a r t  of  a  Region-wide i n s u r r e c t i o n ;  
It has remained a  s i g n i f i c a n t  event i n  t h e  legends and t r a d i t i o n s  of t h e  
Nation, and r e c e n t l y  has been t h e  s u b j e c t  of a  widely-acclaimed, i f  sometim s 
c r i t i c i z e d ,  novel .  Turner apparent ly  be l ieved  himself  t o  be  d i v i n e l y  
s e l e c t e d  t o  l e a d  h i s  people out  of bondage. He and h i s  c l o s e s t  confedera te  

I hoped t o  a t t a i n  a  freedom,that  may have been as  much psychologicai  as  

i o t h e r  t r a n s i e n t  enjoyments. 
I The r e v o l t  wasshor t  bu t  v i o l e n t ;  between 55 and 65 whi tes  were k i l l e d  

It should be noted ,  t h a t  t h i s  was the  only r e v o l t  a f t e r  1739 fro7,i which mas: 

I phys ica l .  Otbers  were l u r e d  i n t o  t h e  r e v o l t  by t h e  prospect  o f  plunder o r  

by t h e  Negroes and about 70 i n s u r r e c t i o n i s t s  k i l l e d ,  executed,  c e  zransported.  

k i l l i n g s  r e s u l t e d  and t h e  l a s t  organized e f f o r t  by s l a v e s  t o  r e v o l t  i h  t h e  
American South. I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  widespread, i f  l a r g e l y  unfounded, f e a r  
of a  genera l  conspi racy ,  t h e  Turner r e v o l t  cont::.>uted t o  t h e  c r e a t i o n  i n  
law of a  more r e s t r i c t i v e  regimen f o r  s l a v e s  and f r e e  Negroes a l i k e .  It 
i s  a  f a c t  t h e  t h e  V i r g i n i a  General A. :i.bly, having s e r i o u s l y  debaced t h e  
ques t ion  of  a b o l i t i o n  i n  i t s  s e s s i o c  o i  1831, moved away.from t h i s  p o s i t i o n  

! i n  the  s e s s i o n  immediately fol lowing t h e  i n s u r r e c t i o n  i n  Southampton County. 

I 

The Revolt was probably n o t  d e c i s i v e  i n  t h e  l o s s  of romentum f o r  vo lun ta ry  1 
emancipation however. The cause was l o s t ,  a s  was i n v a r i a b l y  the  case  be fo re  
1865, on t h e ' t w i n  o b s t a c l e s  of  compensatioi~ f o r  t h e  owners and the  addi t ion41 
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8 .  
expense f o r  t r a n s p o r t i n g  t h e  formerly s e r v i l e  popula t ion  out  of  t hc  coun:ry. 
Compcnsatiou wi th  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  was bcyond t h e  f i s c a l  means of t h e  Common- 
weal th.  

Belmont i s  a l s o  a .good cxnrnple of a  modest l a t e  eighteenth century  Soutt 
s i d e  p l a n t a t i o n  house. A d i s t i n c t i v e  f e a t u r c  is  thc  Chinese l a t t i c e  r a i l i n g  
on t h e  second s t o r y .  The housc was b u i l t  f o r  C.. \.::,2 C a r ~ y ,  probably i n  t h e  
f o u r t h  q u a r t e r  of t h e  e igh teen th  century .  Thc 3lu:it: family acquired t h e  
proper ty  i n  t h e  e a r l y  n ine teen th  century .  i n  1322 D r .  Samuel Blunt obta ined  
Belmont from Richard Blunt ,  and was l i v i n g  a t  Belmont during t h e  Revol t .  
T r a d i t i o n  s t a t e s  t h a t  h i s  son,  15 year  o l d  Sinon F r a z i e r  8 l u n t  f i r e d  :he 
f i r s t  s h o t  a t  t h e  in su rgen t s  from an upper window. Young Blunt is s a i d  t o  
have been rewarded f o r  h i s  bravery  by an immedi~ te  commission i n  the  U .  S. 
Army from Pres ident  Andrew Jaclcson. 

Ann Ridley acqui red  t h e  proper ty  i n  t h e  1830's and w i l l e d  i t  t o  Thomas 
Ridley.  Nor f l ee t  Ridley became t h e  owner i n  1873, and so ld  Belmont t o  R. S.  
Pope i n  1879. Pope s o l d  t h e  proper ty  t o  E .  L .  Marks i n  1894 and Belmont 
remains i n  t h e  Marks family.  Today i t  i s  owned by Paul Camp Marks, while  
Mrs. Frank Marks r e t a i n s  a l i f e  i n t e r e s t  i n  t h e  house. 
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1 in tllc N;itton;rl Kegister  and ccr t i fy  that  i t  h a s  been 

r.v;tluatcd uccordinq to  t h c  c-iteria and  procedures s e t  

forth by the National Park Servrce. The recommended 
D ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ .  ~ , c h o o l o & ~  and Historic Pre~eruat jon  

leve l  of s igni f icance  of th is  nomination i s :  

National  0 State a L o c a l  0 

As the dcs ignatcd  St;ite Lia ison  Officer lor the  NG- 

t iunal  His tor ic  Preservat ion  Act of 1966 (Pub l i c  L a w  

84-665). 1 hcrcby nominate t h i s  property lor inc lus ion  

I hereby ce r t i f y  tha t  t h i s  property i s  included in the 

x"tional Register' 
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