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1. Name 

historic Indian Land 

andlor common Rose H i l l  (preferred) 

2.. Location 
st&,& number - not tor publlcatkn ' 

city. town Capron 5- vicinity ot congress onal lstr 
P o y t h  F I j e j t  W. Daniel, Jr.) 

state Virginia code 51 county Southampton code 175 

. 3. Classification 
Category Ownuship Status Present Us. 
. distrlct - public -- occupied -X agriculture - museum X 
X buildlng(s) X private -. unoccupied commercial - park 
- structure - both - work In progress -- educational _X- private msidence 
2- site Public Acquisition Accessible -- entertainment - ~ l g i o u s  
--. object - in process y e s :  restricted - government - scientific 

- being considered - yes: unrestricted - industrial - trmsportation 
no rnllitary - other: 

4. Owner of Pso~ertv 

name 3. Richard Kello --- 

street .& number 

city, town Courtland v i c i n i t y  of state Virginia 

5. Location of Legal Description 
coutthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Southampton County Courthouse 

street & number 

citv. town Court1 m.d. rtak Virsinia 

6. Representation -in €xisting SU~V%YS (21 (see continuation Sheet t i  
(1) Virginia State Library Archaeological 

title Survey has this property been determined elegibk? yes - no -----. 

date 1955, 1956 - - federaj X state - county - local 
college of 

depository tor survey recorda Virginia Research Center for Archaeology, Wren Kitchen, William & Mary 
-. ,. -- 
city,. town Williamsburq atate Virginia 23186 

eyp94823
Text Box
Listed On:VLR     09/18/1979                                                  NRHP  12/31/1979



Condition Check one C b c k  one 
X excellent -- deteriorated -x unaltered -.X original site 
- good - ruins - altered m o v e d  date 
- fair - unexposed 

Describm the prs.mt and otlglmal {if known] physical appearmce 

Rose H i l l  is a two-story, single-pile frame house s e t  on a b r i ck  underpinning l a i d  i n  
three-course American bond with rodded joints.  Flanking the 5ouse is a p a i r  of brick exter ior  
end chimneys. The south chimney i s  l a i d  i n  six-to-nine-oourse American bond, while t h a t  on 
the north is l a i d  i n  five-course American bond with t i l e d  weatherings and rodded joints. Both 
appear t o  have been rebuilt early i n  the history of the house. The windows a r e  glazed with 
9/9 sash, and h o s e  on the f ront  are  f i t t e d  with louvred blinds. A d e n t i l  cornice e h l l i s h e d  
th elves of the  roof, which i s  covered with standing-seam sheet  metal. The one-story 
t e t r a s t y l e  porch with Tuscan columns t h a t  coves the  three cen t ra l  bays of  t h e  facade w a s  added 
ca. 1900. 

The plan of Rose H i l l  is a t r ad i t iona l  one. The f i r s t  f loor  consis ts  of a s ingle  r o o m  on 
e i t h e r  s ide  of a centra l  passage. The winder s t a i r s  are  entered f r o m  the passage but  rise i n  
the chamber. On the  second f loor  t h i s  plan is varied by reducing the  passage t o  the  width of 
the  s t a i r s  t o  allow f o r  a central  c h a h e r  and by se t t ing  o f f  a passage along the f ron t  of the  
house to provide direct access from the north and south charthers to the  s t a i r .  A lean-to 
room was added to the rear  of the  ( f i rs t - f loor)  h a l l  i n  the  mid-19th century, and a one-story 
kitchen was added to the  rear  of the charther i n  the early 20th century. 

The i n t e r i o r  decoration of Rose Hil l  is  among the wst s t r i k i n g  i n  Southside Virginia. 
The handsome and well-executed mantels and wainscoting re ta in  t h e i r  o r i g i n a l  painting, grain- 
ing and marbleizing throughout. In the hall. (north room), the  mantel consis ts  of & archi- 

. t rave frame and a p la in  shelf  with t a l l  fascia. The two are  connected by three f lu ted  blocks 
separated by recessed f r i eze  panels. The architrave is marbleized, while the  blocks and the  
shelf are  grained i n  imitation of  bird's-eye maple and the  panels are  painted green. Recessed- 
panel wainscoting with a pedestalchair r a i l  is carried around the  room. The chair  rail  is . 

grained while the  s t i l e s  and r a i l s  of the wainscoting are  painted grey with green panels and a 
marbleized baseboard. The door to the mid-19th-century e l l  has Greek Revival d e t a i l s  and is 
painted i n  the  stronger colors favored a t  mid-century. The two-panel, vertical-panel door is 
grained, while the frame is painted bright  blue. The six-panel, raised-panel door t o  the 
passage is grained i n  a rough imitation of mahogany and has HL hinges and a Russell Irwin i ron 
box lock. 

The passage has red exter ior  double doors, consisting of p a i r s  of three-panel, raised- 
, panel leaves. These doors a r e  fastened with a wooden bar  and have.nevkr had locks o r  latches. 

The wainscot is similar  t o  tha t  i n  the h a l l  and is painted according t o  t h e  same color  scheme. 

The chanber a l so  has wainscoting and painting similar  t o  t h a t  i n  t h e  ha l l .  The black- 
painted mantel consis ts  of an architrave frame and mlded shelf with an intervening pulvinated 
fr ieze.  To the l e f t  of it is a c lose t  with double ten-light g l a s s  doors. I n  place of glass, 
the  bottom t i e r  of l i g h t s  i n  each door has a board grained and painted with a quadrant panel, 
thus shielding the  bottom shelf  from view. This arrangement is  an or ig ina l  feature. A four- 
panel, recessed-panel door, grained and painted with quadrant panels, serves the c lose t  under 
the s t a i r .  The door t o  the e l l  is painted red and re ta ins  its o r i g i n a l  i ron  lock and HL 
hinges. 

Of e q w l  i n t e r e s t  with the  paint  is the roof s t ructure  consis t ing  of a bayed roof with 
four king-post t russes.  These trusses a r e  constructed normally except t h a t  they are  braced 
downward t o  the  longitudinal girder and have tenoned i n t o  them a large r idge pole which 
suppbrts the common ra f t e r s .  This system is a unique example i n  the s t a t e ,  s o  f a r  a s  is  
known. Furthennore, a l l  of the members of this roof are unusually large. The use of a king- 
Pst roof of such large dimensions and unusual features on an e a r l y  19th-centuryrsingle-pile 
house is noteworthy, as the  tendency i n  tha t  period was f o r  very minimal structural systems. 



8. Significance , 

Period 
&- prehistoric 
- 1400-1 499 

1500-1 599 
- 1600-1 699 
- 1700-1 799 
X- 1800-1 899 
- 1900- 

Areas ot S i ~ n l f i c a n c d h e c k  and justify b l o w  
archeology-prehistoric - communlfy plannlng - landscepe archltccture- religion 

- archeology-historic - bon~~tVati0n l a w  - science 
- agriculture - economics - llterature - sculpture 
_1(_ architecture - education - milltary - social/ 

art - engineering - music humanitarian 
commerce - explomtionlsettlement - philosophy - theater 

- communications - Industry - potitlcrr/govunmsnt - transportstion 
-- lnventlon - other (spcclty) 

$@eelfit dates C. 1805-15 BulldarIArchitoct 

Statommmt ot ~ i g m f f l c w r c m  (in one paragraph) 

The present  house a t  Rose H i l l  i s  among the  e a r l i e s t  and bes t  preserved "IQ houses i n  
Southampton County.. The land on which the  house stands was deeded tm John T. Blow by the 
Nottoway Indian Tribe i n  1792. Contemporary records and mdern archaeological research 
es tabl ish  t h e  continuous occupancy of what is now Rose H i l l  and environs by Indians during 
the Colonial era. Surface digs of the area during the 1950s' confirm t h e  extstence Of 

Indian-European contact and t rade  during the 17th and 18th centuries.  A s  recently as t h e  
ear ly  20th century, Indians gathered on the Rose H i l l  property f o r  r e l ig ious  and c u l t u r a l  
~ u r p s e s . ~  Archaeological survey to date has been limited t o  surface and near-surface 
exploration. More oomprehensive archaeology is indicated. 

The 17th century Weanoc (variously Wynagh, Weanock, Weyanoke) set t lement of  Warekeck 
was on what i s  now Rose H i l l  (see Binford). William Byrd v i s i t e d  the adjacent  "Great %wn" 
of the  Nottoways when he and otherssurveyed the  dividing l i n e  between Virginia and t h e  
Carolinas i n  1728. By this t i m e ,  the Nottoways (Iroquoian) had absorbed the  l o c a l  Weanocs 
(rllgonquin). This process of assimilation allowed f o r  the  continuity o f  f ami l i a l  ident i ty ,  
a s  witness t h e  Nottoway t rus tees  who deeded the  land to Blow, one of whom, "Bob Wineoak," 
was probably a descendant of the  Indians of Warekeck. 

I n  1804 John T. Blow willed the land to h i s  son Henry along with a grist la i l l  on the  
north s i d e  of the  m i l l  swamp. B l o w  held the land u n t i l  1817, when he  s ~ l d  "a ce r ta in  
plantat ion,  t r a c t  and parcel of land containing 825 acres on the Nottoway River" t o  John T. 
R i ~ h a r d s o n . ~  Mention i s  made i n  the deed t o  the  "old Indian l ine ."  It i s  presuxned t h a t  
Richardson acquired the present house a s  part of the Blow p1,antation. I n  1820 the improve- 
ments on Richardson's land a r e  assessed a t  $1,000. The property was s o l d  by Richardson i n  
1828 t o  Charlotte Nicholson and Alexander Peete f o r  $4,000. By 1829 t h e  property is charged 
solely to Charlotte Nicholson, who married Baily Bryant i n  1831. Charlotte Bryant wi l led  
the property t o  David W. Nicholson i n  1863. The property was acquired by James Kello in 1877 
a t  public auction. It has remained i n  the Kello family to the present  date. 

On the area  refer red  t o  i n  ear ly  19th-century deeds a s  "Indian Land," Henry Blow erected 
Rose H i l l  between ca. 1805-1815. The house was constructed according to t h e  t r a d i t i o n a l  "I" 
house plan with a s ingle  large  room on e i the r  s ide of a central-hall  passage. The house is 
embellished with handsomely executed mantels and wainscoting which r e t a i n  t h e i r  o r ig ina l  . 
painting, graining, and marbleizing throughout. The decoration appears t o  have been executed 
when the house was i n i t i a l l y  finished and a t  mid-century. The dining room contains a c lose t  
with double ten-light glass doors. The bottom tier i n  each door has a grained and painted 
board. This arrangement is an or ig inal  feature found only on Southside houses of t h e  period. 
The house is fur ther  enhanced by a king-post roofing system, usually associated withlsthcentury, 
hip-roof dwellings. The complex roofing construction exhibits  a technology thus f a r  unique t o  
Virginia for  a house of the  period, when s t ructura l  systems were s impl i f ied  and minimal. 

'~ewis Roberts Binford, Rrchaeological and Ethno-historical Investigation.. .of Coastal 
Virginia, pp. 244-50, 333-341, 383-389. 



9. Major Bibliographical References 
Binford, L e w i s  Roberts, "kchaeological and Ethriohistorical Investigation. . .o f  Coastal 

Virginia.. . ," Ph. D. dissertation, university o f  Michigan, 1961. Xeroxed copy at 
Virginia State Library. 

Byrd, William. History -- of the Dividinq Line (17381, 1841, 1929. - 
(See Continuation Sheet #1) 

10. .Geographical Data 
Acreage of nominated property acre!L-- 
Quadrangle name Capron and Sebrel l ,  Va. 
UMT Aeterencee 

w w  Zone Easting Northing 

Quadrangle r c e k  ' 24000 

&c!!@m- Zone Eaating 
Northing 

ow- 

state code countv code 

code cou ntv 

1 1. ' Form Prepared By 
namm/tla. Virginia Historic Landmarks Conrmission, Staff 

arqanitalon virginia Historic Landmarks C o k s s i o n  date ~eptenher 1979 

.,tr&t a 221 Governor Street  tele~hom, (804) 786- 3144 

cUv or town Richmond stat8 
Virginia 23219 

12. State Histoiic Preservation Officer Certification 
The elialuated signlflwnce of this property within the state Is: 

- national -- X state - local 

As the deqlgnattd State Historic, Presewation Officer for the National ~ ls tor ic  Preservation Act of 1966 (Publlc Law,89- 
6651, i hereby nominate this property tor inclusion In the N a t l a ~ l  Register and certlty that it has been evaluated 
a c c o r d ~ n ~ m $ c # m a  set forth by the Heritage Consoritation and Rrreatlon Senice. 

State HI c Prsservs io fficet signature - 
Tucker H i l l .  Executive Director 

GPO S T  a33 
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Rose H i l l ,  Southampton County, Virginia  

6. ~EPRES~NTATION I N  EXPSTING SURVEYS r 4 t * f 
( 2 )  v i r g i n l a  H i s to r i c  ~ : n ~ m a r k s  commis'iion Survey " 4 ' I 

1973, +1979 I s-bte 
Virg in ia  H i s to r i c  Landmarks Commiss on 
221 Governor S t r e e t  + 
Richmond, Vi rg in ia  

C 
23219 d: 

7'. DESCRIPTION I 

Outbuildings a t  the dwelling house include an ea r ly  one-story frame o f f i c e  sou theas t  
of the house, a frame smokehouse t o  the e a s t ,  and an ea r ly  20th-century frame pumphouse 
t o  the northeast .  

t Also dn the ,p rope r ty  a r e  severa l  s i g n i f i c a n t  p r eh i s to r i c  a rchaeologica l  sites. 

DU 

8. SIG?JIFICANCE 

3~outhampton County Deed Book, 15, 1817, p. 233. 

Pa r r amre ,  Thomas C . Southampton County, vi rginia .  Cha r lo t t e sv i i l e  , Va  . : un ive r s i t y  o f  
Vi rg in ia  Press ,  1978. 

Southampton County Deed Books 2, 8,  15, 18, 20, 22. 
Land T a x  Books, 1782-1850. --- 
Personal Property Tax Books, 1811-1817 - 
W i l l  Books, 5, 7, 18. -- 

lo. GEOGRAPHICAL DATA 

BOUNDARY JUSTIFICATION 

T.he nominated property contains  196 acres  including the  main house, a l l  ex t an t  out- 
buildings,  and the  sites of previous outbuildings.  This acreage i s  a f r a c t i o n  of t h e  

original "Indian Land" of Henry Blow which consisted of 736 acres. The nominated property 
includes a s u f f i c i e n t  por t ion  of land so as t o  take i n  p o t e n t i a l  a rckeologica l  sites of 
p a s t  Indian cul tures .  The sites present ly  include those surveyed by L. R. Binford i n  1955 
and 1956 on the  Kello property. (Si tes  #44 SN 4; 44 SN 18) 




