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1 Name 

and/or common 

2. Location 
street & number Route 673 &not for ~ubiication 

4th 
city, town Newsoms &vicinity of congressional district DoSert W. Jr 

State Virgin ia  code S1 county Southampton code 175 

3. Classification 
Category Ownership Status Present Use 
-district -public 2occupied agriculture -museum 
2buliding(s) 2private -unoccupied -commercial -park 
-structure -both -work in progress -educational X private residence 
-site Public Acquisit ion Accessible -entertainment -religious 
-object -in process -yes: restricted -government -scientific 

-being considered -yes: unrestricted -industrial -transportation 

N / A  -no military -other: 

4. Owner of Property 
F i i s s  Gladys Kusgrave 

name M r s .  q.eine Siiraons c/o M r .  David A. n a s h i e l l ,  Senior Trice Pres iden t ,  Virq in ia  
ha t iona l  Bank 

street & number p. 0. 3583 

clty, town iqorfollc .A vlmmwm state Vira in ia  2351A 

5. Location of Legal Description 
courthouse, reaistrv of deeds, etc. Southampton County Courthouse 

street 8 number N / A  

city, town state Virg in ia  

6. Representation in Existing Surveys 
Survev

A 


title Landmarks ComissiO%s this property been determined elegible? -yes X no 

date 1.973, 1980 -federal 3state -county -local 

depository for survey records Virg in ia  H i s t o r i c  Landmarks Commission 221 Governor S t r e e t  

city, town Richmond state Virgin ia  23219 



7. Description 

Condition 	 Check one Check one 
X
-excellent -deteriorated -unaltered X original site 
-good -ruins X altered -moved date N/A 


-fair -unexposed 


Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance 

Sunnyside i s  loca ted  On Rt.673 i n  t h e  h e a r t  of r u r a l  Southampton County. The e s t a t e  
c o n s i s t s  of t h e  main res idence  and an outstanding c o l l e c t i o n  of outbuildings.  The house 
was constructed i n  t h r e e  s t ages  da t ing  t o  ca. 1810-20, 1847, and 1870. The outbui ld ings  
d a t e  from the  mid- t o  t h e  l a t e  19th  century. The a r e a  surrounding t h e  complex is s t i l l  
farmed. 

The main two-story, wood-frame house is covered by weatherboarding and sits on a low 
br ick  foundation. A s  a consequence of i ts  growth t h e  s t r u c t u r e  has  evolved i n t o  i t s  pre-
s e n t  "T-shape" plan. Like many e a r l y  Southampton County residences,  t h e  o r i g i n a l  house 
cons is ted  of one room, t h e  p resen t  d in ing room, which was b u i l t  ca. 1810-20. In  1847 t h e  
present  s i t t i n g  room was added, a t  which time t h e  dining room was a l s o  remodeled i n t o  its 
present  appearance. I n  1870 t h e  f r o n t  (west) block t h a t  con ta ins  t h e  main c e n t r a l  h a l l  
was added; minimal changes have been made s i n c e  t h a t  time. 

The facade (west) has  an  imposing, two-story, pedimented p o r t i c o  s h e l t e r i n g  t h e m a i n  
entrance. The p o r t i c o  is dis t inguished by pa i red  f l u t e d  Doric columns. Paired I t a l i a n a t e -
s t y l e  brackets  run along t h e  eaves; s imi la r  brackets  both pa i red  and s i n g l e  a r e  found on 
the  eaves of t h e  1870 sec t ion .  The main entrance has  multi-paned rec tangular  s i d e l i g h t s  
and transom framing t h e  double-door entry.  The doorway is topped by a balcony with an  
ornamental cas t - i ron  r a i l i n g .  The balcony door s i d e l i g h t s  a r e  s i m i l a r  t o  those below. 
Both t h e  f i r s t -  and second-story e n t r i e s  a r e  framed by a two-story a r c h i t r a v e  t h a t  cons i s t s  
of symmetrically molded t r i m  topped by a s impl i f ied  Doric entabla ture .  The south e levat ion  
has a one-story, hipped-roof porch supported by square p i e r s .  The porch s h e l t e r s  two 
e n t r i e s ,  one with a p l a i n  a rch i t r ave ,  t h e  o the r  with symmetrically molded t r i m .  Secondary 
entrances with s i n g l e  doors a r e  found on t h e  remaining e levat ions .  

The f e n e s t r a t i o n  of t h e  1870 s e c t i o n  c o n s i s t s  of 6/6 hung-sash windows i n  p l a i n l y  
executed a r c h i t r a v e s  topped by cornices.  The windows r e t a i n  t h e i r  o r i g i n a l  louvred shu t t e r s .  
The f e n e s t r a t i o n  of t h e  o l d e r  s e c t i o n  c o n s i s t s  p r i n c i p a l l y  of 9/9 hung-sash, although a 
v a r i e t y  of sash  may be found on t h e  secondary e levat ions .  The corners  of t h e  1870 sec t ion  
have f l u t e d  p i l a s t e r s  t h a t  terminate on t h e  eaves i n  c lus te red  brackets .  Brick,single-shoul-
dered e x t e r i o r  chimneys executed i n  American bond a r e  found on t h e  north and south e le-  
va t ions .  A smal ler  e x t e r i o r  chimney is  found on t h e  e a s t  w a l l  of t h e  r e a r .  A b r i c k  
chimney breaks t h e  roof l i n e  of t h e  ca. 1847 sec t ion .  

The i n t e r i o r  remains i n  an exce l l en t  s t a t e  of preservat ion.  The c e n t r a l  h a l l  of t h e  
ca. 1870 s e c t i o n  conta ins  t h e  main s t a i r .  The open-well s t a i r  has a turned newel, turned 
ba lus te r s ,  and a rounded handra i l .  Flanking t h e  h a l l ,  t h e  nor th  and south p a r l o r s  r e t a i n  

k 	 t h e i r  o r i g i n a l  imitat ion-grained mantels and baseboards. The second-floor chambers' mantels 
and baseboards a r e  a l s o  grained. The 1847 s e c t i o n  r e t a i n s  i t s  o r i g i n a l  Federa l -s ty le  mantels. 
The dining room, which was updated a t  t h i s  time, a l s o  has i ts  o r i g i n a l  pedestal- type 
wainscoting and a molded c h a i r  r a i l .  The s i t t i n g  room has a molded c h a i r  r a i l .  The present  

k i tchen has been extens ively  remodeled through i ts  adaption i n t o  i t s  p resen t  services .  
Molded a rch i t r aves  frame t h e  p r i n c i p a l  doors and windows i n  a l l  t h r e e  Sections. 

Sunnyside has an  outstanding c o l l e c t i o n  of outbui ld ings ,  many of which d a t e  through t h e  
19th  century. The outbui ld ings  include: a schoolhouse, schoolmasterts  house, da i ry ,  
milk house, t e n a n t ' s  house, pr ivy ,  pump house, sheds, peanut barn, a t a l l  smokehouse, 

(See Continuation Sheet #1) 



Period Areas of Significanck-Check and justify below 
-prehistoric -archeology-prehistoric -community planning -landscape architecture- religion 
-1400-1499 -archeology-historic -conservation -law 	 -science 
-1500-1599 2agriculture -economics -literature 	 -sculpture 
-1600-1699 Xarchitecture -education -military 	 -social1 
-1700-1 799 art -engineering -music humanitarian 
_X 1600-1899 -commerce -explorationlsettlement philosophy -theater 
-1900- -communications -industry -politics/government -transportation 

-invention -other (specify) 

Snecific dates ca. 1810-20: 1847: 1870BuilderiArchitect Unknown 

Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

This Southampton County plantat ion contains one of southeastern Virginia 's  most complete 
comfiexes of domestic and farm outbuildings a s  well a s  an interest ing a rch i tec tura l ly  
evolved main residence. The e a r l i e s t  portion of the  house, a one-room structure ,  was b u i l t  
ca. 1810-11 fo r  Joseph Pope and was remodeled and enlarged i n  1847 by h i s  son, Harrison, 
one of the  county's most ambitious 19th-century planters.  By taking advantage of wartime 
conditions, Harrison Pope was able  t o  survive the conf l ic t  a wealthy man, a s  symbolized by 
the showy porticoed f ron t  he b u i l t  onto the house i n  1870. Combining Greek Revival and 
I ta l iana te  elements, the  f ron t  section is one of the  few Reconstruction-period s t ructures  
of any a rch i tec tura l  pretension i n  the  region. The domestic outbuildings, formally arranged 
i n  r e l a t i on  t o  the  main house, a r e  mostly third-quarter of the 19th-century, while the  
farm buildings date from 1870 and l a t e r .  The preservation of the  Sunnyside complex has been 
achieved largely through i ts  continuous ownership by Pope family descendants. 

HISTORICAL BACKGROUND 

The Pope family owned property i n  t h i s  p a r t  of Virginia a s  ear ly  a s  1732 when William 
Pope patented land on the south s ide  of the  Nottoway River. In December 1809 one of h i s  
descendants, Evans Pope, sold t o  h i s  son, Joseph Pope, a t r a c t  of one hundred acres tha t  
included the present house t r ac t .  Joseph had married Sara Bursh i n  1810, and a deed dated 
1811 gave him permission t o  bring h i s  wi fe ' s  slaves in to  Virginia from North Caro1ina.Thi.s re 
cord would imply completion of the  e a r l i e s t  p a r t  of the  residence. Father and son l ived 
adjacent t o  one another and died within a year of each other.  Evans Pope, i n  h i s  w i l l  
recorded March 17, 1828, bequeathed t h i r t y  acres  with no improvements t o  h i s  son Joseph. 
The r e s t  of the land, including h i s  dwelling, was bequeathed t o  h i s  widow and married daughte. 
Joseph Pope, i n  h i s  w i l l  recorded January 19, 1829, l e f t  a substant ia l  e s t a t e  t o  h i s  widow 
and nine children. A l l  three  of h i s  sons received large t r a c t s  of land; h i s  son Harrison 
P. Pope, twelve years old  a t  the  time, was bequeathed "the plantat ion whereon I now l i v e  
a t  h i s  mother's death o r  remarriage. . ." The plantat ion consisted of one hundred acres and 
was held by Sally Pope for  l i f e  since she never remarried. 

The plantat ion accounts of M r s .  Sally Pope indicate t h a t  her son Harrison handled a larg 
t 	 amount of the  business by 1838, the  year i n  which he reached the age of majority. He also 

had the responsibi l i ty  of the  tax accounts of h i s  fa ther ' s ,  Joseph Pope's, es ta te .  In 1838 
he sold the Buckland t r a c t  of land inherited from h i s  fa ther  and invested the proceeds i n  
the f i r s t  of more than seventy-five t r a c t s  he would purchase over t he  next thi r ty-f ive years. 
Thus he methodically developed a plantat ion which produced grea t  quant i t i es  of cotton, 
tobacco, meat, and lumber. These products were shipped overland t o  Petersburg, by water t o  
the south,and by r a i l  t o  Norfolk. The quant i t ies  of supplies t h a t  he imported t o  maintain 
t h i s  operation were enormous and varied. 

(See Continuation Sheet #1, 21 
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9. Major Bibliographical References 
Parramore, Thomas C. Southampton County, V i r g i n i a .  C h a r l o t t e w i l l e i  U n i ~ e r s i t y  o f  

V i r g i n i a  Press,  1978. 
Southampton County -- 3, 8, 9, 12, 25, 27, 30.Deed Books 1, 2, 


Land Tax B o o k  1782-1850; 1852; 1865-1875. (See C o n t i n u a t i o n  Sheet 


10. Geoara~hicalData # 2  I 

Acreage of nominated property 42 acres 

Quadrangle name C a ~ r o n .  Va-  Quadrangle scale b d400 O' 

UMT References 

A 11,8 13 10 ,8 17 14 i0 15 (7 :5 8 i0 1 11181 13 10 ,8 16 i9 (0 1 )4 ,O 15 i7 13 i6 1 
Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing 

Verbal boundary descr ipt ion and just i f icat ionBeginning a t  a p o i n t  o n  E s i d e  o f  VA673, abou t  300' 
SE o f  t h e  i n t e r s e c t i o n  w i t h  VA703; thence  e x t e n d i n g  about  1200' N a l o n g  s a i d  s i d e ;  thence 
abou t  75 '  E t o  70' con tou r ;  t hence  f o l l o w i n g  s a i d  c o n t o u r  NE and SW f o r  about  4000' ;  thence 
abou t  800'WSW t o  p o i n t  o f  o r i g i n .  (See C o n t i n u a t i o n  Sheet # 3  ) 

L is t  a l l  s ta tes  and  count ies for  propert ies overlapping s ta te  o r  county boundaries 

state N/A  code county N / a  code 

state ~1IA code county N /A code 

11. Form Prepared By 

nameltitle V i r g i n i a  H i s t o r i c  Landmarks Commission S t a f f  

0rganlZation V i r g i n i a  H i s t o r i c  Landmarks Commission date Oc tober  1981  

street (l number 221 Governor  S t r e e t  telephone (8041 786-3144 

city or town Richmond state V i r g i n i a  23219 

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification 
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is: 

-national 3state -local 

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-
665),1 hereby nominate this property for inclusion in Register and certify that it has been evaluated 
accordina to the criteria and ~rocedures set forth by Conservation and Recreation Service. k. -
State Historic Preservation Officer signature 
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7 .  DESCRIPTION 

kitchen-laundry, and a garage. The outbui ld ings  a r e  wood-frame and covered with weather- 
boarding. The schoolhouse is  located t o  t h e  west of t h e  main house and was probably 
constructed around 1850. The one-story, gable-roof bui ld ing has an American-bond 
chimney, o r i g i n a l  paneled door, and louvred b l inds .  The "big o f f i c e " ,  o r  schoolmaster 's 
house, i s  located  d i r e c t l y  ac ross  t h e  yard from t h e  schoolhouse and i s  v i s u a l l y  connected 
t o  it by a white p i c k e t  fence. The o f f i c e  i s  a i f - s t o r y  s t r u c t u r e  d is t inguished by a 
one-story porch. The porch ' s  shed roof is supported by square wooden p i e r s .  The building 
has a b r i ck  e x t e r i o r  end chimney l a i d  i n  American bond, louvred s h u t t e r s ,  and a paneled 
door. Located t o  t h e  e a s t  of t h e  o f f i c e ,  t h e  d a i r y  is a one-story s t r u c t u r e  covered by a 

gable roof.  It has  wooden vents  c u t  i n  a s e r r a t e d  p a t t e r n .  To t h e  e a s t  of t h e  d a i r y ,  t h e  
milk house is a small plank bui ld ing s e t  on cas t -s tone  p i e r s  and covered by a gable roof 
with wooden shingles .  

Dating t o  t h e  second ha l f  of t h e  19th century,  t h e  t e n a n t ' s  house is a two-story 
"L"-plan s t r u c t u r e  covered by a gable roof. It is s e t  a t  some d i s t ance  from t h e  main 
house and has i r r e g u l a r  f e n e s t r a t i o n  and e x t e r i o r  end chimneys l a i d  i n  American bond. 
A small,  wooden p r ivy  covered by a gable  roof i s  located  i n  t h e  area  t o  t h e  e a s t  of the  
main house. The pump house, j u s t  i n s i d e  t h e  yard of t h e  main house, i s  a one-story 
bui ld ing covered by a gable roof .  Two gable-roof sheds and a peanut barn a r e  located 
a t  the  easternnlost p o i n t  from t h e  main house. The peanut barn is p resen t ly  used t o  
s t o r e  a planked log  smokehouse t h a t  o r i g i n a l l y  stood t o  t h e  e a s t  of t h e  pr ivy .  An 
add i t iona l ,  much l a r g e r  smokehouse is found southeas t  of t h e  main house. Attached t o  
it a r e  shed wings. The kitchen/laundry t o  t h e  south of t h e  house, ou t s ide  t h e  yard,  i s  a 
1-s tory ,  3-bay bui ld ing covered by a gable  roof .  It is dis t inguished by two doorways, 
one t o  t h e  k i tchen and another  f o r  t h e  laundry. Fenes t ra t ion  c o n s i s t s  of hung-sash win-
dows. The garage,  t o  t h e  south of  t h e  k i t ched laundry ,  i s  a 20th-century s t r u c t u r e  with 
two l a r g e  openings f o r  veh ic les .  

A p i c k e t  fence encloses a yard t h a t  surrounds t h e  main residence.  Beyond t h e  p icke t  
fence  is a r a i l  fence  separa t ing  t h e  outbui ld ings  from t h e  farmlands. A dinner b e l l  
t h a t  da tes  t o  t h e  mid-19th century i s  found t o  t h e  e a s t  of  t h e  main res idence .  Two wel ls  
and a hog scalding tub  remain on t h e  property.  Numerous t r e e s  and shrubs planted i n  t h e  
19th and e a r l y  20th c e n t u r i e s  continue t o  provide a bucolic  s e t t i n g  f o r  t h e  main residence 
and its c o l l e c t i o n  of outbui ld ings .  

t-

RCC 

8. HISTORICAL BACKGROUND 

The Personal Property Tax records of  1844 i n d i c a t e  t h a t  Sunnyside g r e a t l y  prospered 
under Harrison's  management. He was taxed i n  t h a t  year  f o r  t h i r t y  s l aves ,  t e n  horses,  
one ca r r i age ,  and one clock. In  1847, t h e  year of  h i s  marriage t o  Virgin ia  A. Edwards, 
t h e  t a x  book notes improvements on h i s  property,  including t h e  p resen t  dining room and 
s i t t i n g  room to t h e  e a s t  of t h e  1870 main block. Greek Revival i n  s t y l e ,  these  "improve- 
ments" c l e a r l y  document Harrison's  continued success a s  a p lan te r  and businessman. By 1856 

(See Continuation Sheet #2) 
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8. HISTORICAL BACKGROUND 

he is taxed f o r  fo r ty - s ix  s l aves ,  seventeen horses,  t h i r t y  c a t t l e ,  two ca r r i ages ,  one 
clock,  one watch, and $200 f o r  household f u r n i t u r e .  

The records  i n  t h e  Pope family Bible  begin i n  1862 with t h e  marriage of Harrison P. 
Pope t o  Sa l ly  Ann Maggitt ,  who became Pope's second wife on October 7 ,  1862. A t  t h a t  
time he  owned almost four  thousand a c r e s  of exce l l en t  farmland i n  add i t ion  t o  an 
inher i t ance  which included t h e  dwelling house with two hundred add i t iona l  ac res  and 
a l i f e  i n t e r e s t  i n  h i s  f i r s t  w i f e ' s  lands.  In  1866 he  purchased from h i s  mother t h e  
200+acre t r a c t ,  inc luding t h e  Pope residence,  f o r  $700. The Land Tax Book f o r  1871 
recorded an  inc rease  i n  bui ld ing value  t o  $2,500 and, i n  t h e  following year ,  t h e  
property showed another  inc rease  i n  bui ld ing value  t o  $3,000. This augmentation i n  
t h e  va lue  of improvements da tes  t h e  completion of t h e  f r o n t  s e c t i o n  of t h e  house and 
t h e  add i t ion  of some of  i t s  outbui ld ings .  

Conservative i n  s t y l e  f o r  t h e  1870s, t h e  main block of Sunnyside r e f l e c t s  t h e  
a r c h i t e c t u r a l  t a s t e  of i ts  a f f l u e n t  bu i lde r .  While o the r  Virginians were recovering from 
t h e  devas ta t ion  of  war, Harrison Pope had emerged from t h e  c o n f l i c t  a r i c h e r  man, having 
p r o f i t e d  from t h e  s a l e  of contraband provisions.  J u s t  a s  Pope's f i n a n c i a l  s t a t e  was 
seemingly undisturbed by t h e  upheaval of t h e  1860s, so too  was h i s  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  t a s t e  
untouched by t h e  p ic turesque Gothic and I t a l i a n a t e  r ev iva l s  of t h e  1850s and 1860s. The 
doorway f r o n t i s p i e c e  and c a s t  i r o n  a t  Sunnyside, f o r  example, show t h e  inf luence  of 
e a r l i e r  p a t t e r n  books, s p e c i f i c a l l y  those  of Asher Benjamin. Benjamin's works continued 
t o  encourage t h e  cons t ruct ion  of Greek-Revival a r h h i t e c t u r e  long a f t e r  t h e  Greek s t y l e  
had passed o u t  of fashion.  

That Pope wished t o  maintain t h e  l i f e s t y l e  he  enjoyed p r i o r  t o  t h e  war is a l s o  
evident  i n  t h e  unusually l a r g e  assortment of outbui ld ings  t h a t  surround t h e  house. 
Such a bui ld ing complex would have required a g r e a t  number of servants  a t  a  time when 

most Virgin ia  p l a n t e r s  had y e t  t o  recover from t h e  shock of emancipation. The outbui ld ings  
include a schoolhouse f o r  Pope's ch i ld ren ,  an o f f i c e  f o r  t h e  schoolmaster, and a l a r g e  
number of bui ld ings  t h a t  served a purely domestic function.  Separated by a fence from 
these  s t r u c t u r e s  is a complex of l a r g e r  farm bu i ld ings ,  which demonstrates t h e  continued 
expansion of t h e  Pope farm i n  t h e  1870s. 

E Harrison Pope d ied  on October 30, 1877, and l e f t  a  wife  and f i v e  ch i ld ren  between t h e  
ages of four  and four teen  years .  He bequeathed " the  p l a n t a t i o n  where I l i v e "  t o  h i s  wife 
f o r  her  l i f e  then passing t o  t h e i r  youngest son, Thomas Jackson Pope. The property has 
continued t o  descend t o  Pope's h e i r s  t o  t h e  p resen t  day. The main house and outbui ld ings  
survive  i n  a  well-preserved s t a t e .  

9. MAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES 

Personal Property Tax Books 1844-1856. 
W i l l  Books 10, 20. 

Richmond, Virqinia.  Vi rq in ia  H i s t o r i c a l  Society.  Harrison Peterson Pope Papers, 

Southampton County. Index t o  Marriage Regis ter  1750-1853. 
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10. GEOGRAPHICAL DATA 

Boundary J u s t i f i c a t i o n  

The boundaries of Sunnyside's nominated property of  forty-two a c r e s  a r e  drawn t o  
include t h e  main res idence ,  outbui ld ings ,  and t e n a n t ' s  house. When t h e  residence was 
expanded by t h e  Pope family i n  1870, it was on a farm t r a c t  of 20031 a c r e s .  The nominated 
acreage includes only  t h a t  por t ion  of farmland defined by Route 658 and t h e  70 f o o t  con-
tour  l i n e , s o  chosen t o  g ive  t h e  complex s u f f i c i e n t  surrounding open land t o  preserve i t s  
nura l  aspect .  




