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(Chock One) 

C) F a i r  u Dt1sriora;ed lfi Ruins Unexpo-ed ----..----- 7 
--.-------- 

( C h r c k  Otl?I (Che f :~  O I ? ~ )  

1 Ai:crcd .>; Unaltered 1- n Moved Original  Silo 
.m 

F E F ~ ? I H E  T I I E  0 R C S F f l . l  T b J 3  O P l G I N b L  (I, known) P H V R I C A C  k P P B b R 4 h C E  

Jk.i'Ldicg A - The stune founclations of t h t s  building, 27" thick and m e a s u r i n ~  -- 
' t2'  Ly 8 4 ' ,  are ref 2rred t o  loc;.lly as the  forge. The dimensions, however, 
all: inore c lose ly  comparable t o  the coal  house mentioned In the 1798 
a6v:?rtis~-msnt. Trenches have l n t a l y  been dug around the foundations, bct 
t?e i i l t c r ior  f i l l  of t\e s t ruc tu re  i s  largely undisturbed. A dark coa l  dus t  
or as3 Layer l i e s  benedth the sod within the walls.  

a s  b u i l t  on the u :appahannock 
Rtvcr, the  eighteenth century owns o redericksburg 
and Falmout . n a ver Isemeat fo r  the s a l e  of the complex i n  the 
Frcdericksbur~ Herald  of Nag 1 8 ,  1793, provides a descriptioll  of the building - 
t:hrr~ standing: 

The I r o n  bloorks and >lil!.s - - - consisting of a Forge 128 
fee t  by 51 f e e t ,  e ight  f i r e s  and 4 hammers, a coal  house 

I r 
80 f e e t  by 40 f e e t ,  a merchant m i l l  70 f ee t  by 36 feet 
with two p a i r s  of French burnstoaes (burstones). . .a g r i s t  m i l l  20 . . .  . . .  f e e t  by 18 f e e t  a saw m i l l  55 f e e t  by 11 f e e t  

. . .  Coiltigvous thereto a re  a s t ab l e  54 f e e t  by 27 f e e t  
3 nailcry, a t a n y a r d ,  coopers, carpenters,  and wheelwright 
shops . . .  and houses fo r  the managers and worhen. 1 

Ikne of the  walls of the buildings associated with the Revolutionary- ] 

B - A stoile fom:dnLion bei\.rrr:n the dam and forge sites, measuring 
and of unknown purpose. 

per iod operat ion remain stariding above ground leve l .  Iiowever, rough-laid 
s toce  foundattons of more th3n twenty s t ruc tures  a r e  v isab le  011 the  lowland 
beside the r i v e r  and up t h e  h i l l  t h a t  r i s e s  above it .  A.number of building 

( ~ u i l r ? i ~ ~ ~  C - 20' by 40' stone iuundation of unkno~m purpose. 1 

cn 

rn 
rn 

i d  - 1 by 20' stone f o u n d a t i o n  o f  unknown purpose. i 1 
I 

sites have been dug in to  i n  search of r e l i c s ,  but most a r e  a t  l e a s t  p a r t i a l l y  I ,  
untlis-turbed. 21s area  is wooded, the only modern encroachments being a ! 
telephone Ifnc t i isecting the  s i t e  and one niodern house. 1 Z 

N o  d- i r i lec!  <.rcharologiccl s t u d y  hns hsen made of rhe i ron works, so  1 
the < ~ ~ ~ c t i i i n s  oE most of the  ',cr~o~m buildings are undertermined. 8pe.z.Lfi~ 4 
.~;~:.LIs OF : lots wi ih in  the c~npLe!.: are: ! 7 3  

I 

I!-ui l d i r ~ g  li - 17orcions of a stone fo~mdation are v isab le  a t  this point .  I f40 

finrly-workcd s tone blocks with decorative moldings on edges a r e  vfsable  i n  
I1l.e loose rubble. 

- Stone ru5Lie i n  a creel; bad cas t  of the forge appears t o  ind ica te  the 

I l ccn t ion  of a dart, whose water strpply provided power f o r  the iorge. 

Brick S t r t i c t ~ r e  - The remains of an unusual br ick s t ruc tu re  were dug i n t o  
d u r i n g  coustruct ion of a house atop the  h i l l  i n  1973. The s t ruc tu re  appeared 
t o  be ilnrror? (10' o r  less wide), and proportionately long, although ne i the r  
end was uncovered. I ron  ingots marked "Occoquon" found i n  the ru ins  a r e  
probably from a f'ur-nace of that  n m e  vhich operated on Occoquan Creek in  
Pzince U 1 1 l i m  County from 1755 t o  2765. Also found were oversized bricks 

I.".__ -. . - .  . .  ..................... -- - - I  ---- 
' 
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rl:nt !?ad b e e n  exposed t o  extrese heat and pairs  of var ious  sized b r i c k s  t k t  
had b e ~ i ?  pressed t o e e t h e r  before f i r i n g .  Th2 Lat te r  nay hcve formed a duct 
sys'em used t o  >ea t  t h e  molds i n  a caszing operat ion.  Such a s y s t m  Fs 
i l . l u s 2 r a ~ e d  by Lpr!is Diderot  i n  "Sculpture, For te  des Statues  Equestres," i t ?  

pl.ct* .voiur.?e 8 of  J.'Encyclopedie.  he fonn of these br icks  and thc fou;.ldation's 
si?a?c ,may inclicate t h a t  t h i s  s t r u c t u r e  n33 assoc ia ted  v i t h  the c a s t i n g  process. 
i'il though the b r  lzlcwark and f i l l  were somewhat disturbed by mschanical 
ei:cwatior! i n  1973, n~ost: of the below-ground por t ion of the  s t r u c t u r e  appears 
to te intact. 

E.A.C. 

1 

G P O  9 2 3 . 7 2 4  
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A b s r  iginci  1-J Educoti.;n C] Political I:] Urbon P l u m i n g  1 :  
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Ci H i . : * o r i c  iq Indus t ry  losaphy his tor;^ - - 
C! Arjr icul*ure z) Invsnt i  >n a Science - 

Arc . i i t ? c tu r r  ' [III Londsca?e n Sculpture 

James l!ercer described the  s i gn i f i c ance  of t h e  i ron works i n  an 
k r i l  14, 1781 l e t t e r  t o  Jefferson:  

i t  is f ron M r .  Hunter 's  Works t h a t  cvery camp ket  t lc  has 
been suppl ied f o r  t he  con t i nen t a l  and a l l  o the r  t roops  
crqloyed in t h i s  S t a t e ,  and t o  t h e  southward. A i l  t h e  
anchors f o r  t h i s  S t a t e  and PIaryland and some f o r  t h e  
csntinent have been produced from t h e  sane works; t h a t  
w l t l~au t  th2  assi-~ce of t h ~  h - - - - - .- -- - - . - - - -A -- - - - . - =iron. n u d s ~ ~ h f t ~ e v g ~ l  

-.--.- 
?iTA'rT:ilBId T O ! ;  S I S N I F ! C A N C E  

Called "one of the  f i n e s t  and most considerable  i r on  worlcs i n  North I 
therica" by the  eighteenth-century t r a v e l e r  John David Schopf, Ilunter I r on  
I,!orlcs played i? v i t a l  r o l e  i r r  suppLyin8 equipment f o r  American fo rces  i n  t h e  

I i 

I> ~eqo lu t i i r na ry  .. IJar. I n  add i t ion  t o  i t s  h i s t o r i c a l  s ign i f icance ,  t h e  s i te  of 

!i:inter Tror \forks provides an  excep t i a n a l  opportunity t o  s tudy , through I 
archaeo iog ica l  excavation,  t h e  i r on  manufacture industry  of t h e  period.  

imes Hunter came t o  Vi rg in ia  i n  1746 a t  the age of  25, and i n  the 
ncxt  qfiarter century he es tab l i shed  himself as  a leading Falmouth nerchant ,  
2nd perhaps cis e a r l y  as 1750, s t a r t e d  the  i r on  works. In  1772 John F. D. 
Sz t i th , ,  t r a v z l i n ~  t5rcugh t h e  area, noted trltar: Hunter was opcratj.ng " a  ve ry  
-.. , =ti:r8?.5:s? f~?:gi:,  and i-ron wor?cs . ' I  \.;'ith t he  outbreak of war wi th  Great 
C x . i t a i n ,  :iuuter's operation FJecame Lqportant ro  he p a t r i o t  c;iuse. ITL t,Iay, 
1 7 7 %  1GC pnsnds of poiqder was a lo t t cd  f o r  testill;: e m s  a t  :i?;ater's 2nd t h e  
gun mantlEnctory a t  Freder~.cksburg, and i n  E'ebruary, 1777, the Governor ' a 
Ccuncil rsc;uesrcd I!unter t o  nranufacture ams s u f f i c i e n t  t o  equip a rcgimmt 
o f  cava1:cy. 

?he success  of t h e  i r o n  works was a mat ter  of concern f o r  Virginia's 
Xevolut ianary-per iod govelslrnant . Pat r ick  tlenry wrote in P!ay, 1777: 
"Pus there IIO Manufactory of I r on  i n  t he  S t a t e  which was c a r r i e d  on t o  
such an !.:xtent, and t o  I'urpose of such vas.t Importance as M r .  Hun t e s . ' ~  near 
k ' r ede r i cksbu r~ ,  I took the  Liberty of promising him t h e  Assis tance o f  t h e  

! 

! 

I 

I I 

j 

I 

! 

I 

I h 

! 

Public TI: t h e  Frosecution of his works on a more enlarged Plan." 
t l ~ c ~ l i ~ ~ k  I r o n  i?orks was n o t  s~ lpp ly ing  s u f f i c i e n t  iron f o r  IIcnLcr's "many 
c s t e n s v s  f , ?c to r ies ,  s l i t t i c g ,  plail t ing,  and w i r e  m i l l s , "  so also in Xay,  
:1777, t!te assembly ac ted  t o  :rllor~ ilunter t o  talc? 

Govarnor J e f f e r son  rmotc to Hunter on January 10, 1781, t o  i n f o n  
h l r n  t h n t  he llsd ordered General George Weedon, commander of t h e  
m i l i t i a ,  t o  pi 'o t tc t  the  i r on  works from ~ a r l e t o n ' s  Raiders.  
nn J s r ~ a r y  25 t h a t  he too had taken s t ep s  t o  defend t h e  
i:-;unt:i?r's l e t t e r  gives sorne i nd i ca t i on  of the g r ea t  
which 1.e su.;, )lied t o  the Continental  A m y .  H e  requested payment of o J wasrent f ~ r  1(50,000 i n  tobacco and f o r  c e r t i f i c a t e s  from General Gates 
t o t a l l t r i g ?  ",17!~,000. 
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!-.he p l a n t c r s  hereabouts and t o  the s o u t h ~ ~ a r d  - - - 
I croald.no: be ab le  t o  make bread t o  ea t .  1 

A c o m u n i c s t i o n  from 'rlunter t o  colonel Ol iver  Tor~les  of Xovernber 22, 178i ,  
desc r ibes  some of ci12 e)uiymar.^; he was producing. H e  had l a t e l y  resumed t h e  
ri~zmufacturt. of sclal l  arms, and his wor'men were r e p a t r i n g .  t h z  machinary rlsed 
for g r ind ing  and bor ing of guns. Supplies ready f u r  use  included "one t r a v e l i  
Forge with i t s  u t e n s i l s  n!ld I!arners complete," approximately 500 b r i d l e  b i t s  
d?:cl a q u a n t i t y  o f  c u r r y  corubs, and 1,000 horsemans s r ~ o r d s  " to  the  p a t t e r n  
r'orr?nrded from General Green's Amy by o rder  of Colonel Kashington." The 
?s t tc r r .  r e f e r r e d  t o  was a B r i t i s h  sword captured a t  Guilford Court House, whic 
had been s e n t  t o  Hunter i n  March t o  be reproduced. Another ueference of 
24oveaLer, 1781, n o t e s  t h a t  the i r o n  works produced stove  pipes f o r  mFl i t a ry  
i ~ ~ s p i t a l s .  

l Iunter  never received payment f o r  much of the  supp l ies  he produc*d, and 
t h e  iron works ceased t o  be a v i a b l e  opera t i an  soon a f t e r  t h e  RevolutFon. 
.lob? Schopf , who vLs i  ted  Falmouth i n  1783-84 s t a t e d  however, t h a t  Hunter's 
.;as :hexi s t i l l  2 ioajor  inclustry. H e  f u r t h e r  noted t h a t  'FQorc than 6-800 tons 
L..i.p- r a r i i d  r i ~ a ~ e  j.as~-1:; . . . 'chess vorks are dis t ingu i shed  besides :! rolitng 

:ii:d n clittF:.!g 171 L11, a1:d of this tillere are orl!y two o r  t h r e e  i n  h e r i c a . "  
T!u;-.::r:r d i s d  in 1.?8/+, otld 1733 the  iron k-or!-,s were adve.rtia.ad .Zor snle, ';'he 
i\-icpe-3:? was cizcnpied by soldiers  during t h e  War Between the. S t a t e s ,  and 
i l r t i -Fac ts  o f  thuL p+r.Lod j-ndicate tnat some of t h e  buildil lgs su rv iv ing  L-rorn 
7 f j c . ~ ~ t e i : ' r :  o p e r a t i o n  may kavz been occilpied then. 

Only a l i m i t e d   mount: of  archaeological  work has been done on Revolutio 
p e r i o d  ncl:lufacturiilg s i t e s  i r l  t h e  Ur?.ited S t a t e s .  AltI?ot.:g3 some of Hunter 's  
:~xi'i?ing s i t e s  have been d i s tu rbed ,  c a r e f u l  excsvat ion of th? iror! vorks 
co~;!ple;i could provido much iufonr.ation about one o f  V i r g i n i a ' s  major i n d u s t r i e  
0: the per iod  and e igh teen th  c ~ ? l t u r y  i r o n  manufacture i n  general.  The i r o n  
\!ark's wooded and unspoi led s i t u a t i o n ,  located on t h e  outs lc i r ts  o f  Fredericlcsb 
i* c i t y  i t s e l s '  closely a s s o c i a t e d  ~qiirh the  ilrnerican Revolution, makes it a s i t e  
i,.orthy o f  park des igna t ioa  and development. 

E.A.C. 

I 
G P O  9 2 1 - 7 2 4  
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