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 NAME 
HISTORIC Montpelier 

AND/OR COMMON 

~ L o c A T 1 o N  1.4  mi les  SW of Cabin Poin t ;  .3 mile  South o f  S t a t e  Route 602; 
STREET & NUMBER .5 mile  Eas t  of i n t e r s e c t i o n  of  S t a t e  Routes 600 and 602. 

-NOT FOR PUBLICATION 

CITY. TOWN CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT 
Cabin Poin t  x - VICINITY OF Fourth (Robert W. Daniel, Jr.) 

STATE CODE COUNTY CODE 
Virg in ia  5 1 Surry  181 

 CLASSIFICATION 
CATEGORY OWNERSHIP STATUS 

-DISTRICT -PUBLIC X-OCCUPIED 
LBUILDINGPR XPRIVATE -UNOCCUPIED 

-STRUCTURE -BOTH K . ~ ~ ~ ~  IN PROGRESS 
t 

,SITE PUBLIC ACQUISITION ACCESSIBLE 
-OBJECT -IN PROCESS -YES: RESTRICTED 

-BEING CONSIDERED -YES: UNRESTRICTED 

&NO 

PRESENT USE 
-AGRICULTURE --MUSEUM 

-COMMERCIAL -PARK 

-EDUCATIONAL  PRIVATE RESIDENCE 

-ENTERTAINMENT -RELIGIOUS 

-GOVERNMENT -SCIENTIFIC 

-INDUSTRIAL -TRANSPORTATION 

-MILITARY -OTHER: 

NAME 
M r .  Morris W.  Clements 

STREET & NUMBER 

Montpel ier  
CITY. TOWN STATE 

Spring Grove - VICINITY OF V i r g i n i a  23881 

 LOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION 
COURTHOUSE. 

OF DEEDS,ETC. Sur ry  County Courthouse 
STREET & NUMBER 

Surry  V i r g i n i a  a REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS (2 )  (see c o n t i n u a t i o n  shee t  11) 

TITLE (1) H i s t o r i c  American Buildings Survey Inventory  

DATE 

1959 XFEDERAL -STATE --COUNTY -LOCAL 

DEPOSITORY FOR 

SURVEY RECORDS Library  of  Congress 
CITY. TOWN STATE 

Washington D. C .  

. . . - f  
I 



DESCRIPTION 

CONDITION CHECK ONE CHECK ONE 

?-EXCELLENT -DETERIORATED -UNALTERED XORIGINAL SITE 

-GOOD ,RUINS EALTERED -MOVED DATE 

-FAIR -UNEXPOSED 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

Montpel ier  is  s e t  i n  wooded e a s t e r n  Surry  County near  Cabin Po in t  and Upper 
Chippokes Creek. The s tory-and-a-ha l f ,  frame house, probably b u i l t  i n  t h e  t h i r d  
q u a r t e r  of  t he  1 8 t h  cen tu ry ,  is  f i v e  bays long,  c l a d  wi th  molded weatherboards and 
s e t  on a  low Flemish-bond b r i c k  basement. A t  e i t h e r  end of t h e  house is a  broad 
Flemish-bond b r i c k  chimney w i t h  t i l e d  weatherings and corbe led  caps .  Each s e r v e s  
two f i r s t - f l o o r  f i r e p l a c e s ,  f l ank ing  a  chimney c l o s e t .  Each c l o s e t  is l i g h t e d  by a  
window topped by a  gauged-brick jack a rch .  The present  s t r a i g h t - g a b l e  r o o f ,  which 
has fou r  gabled dormers i n  each s l o p e ,  has r e c e n t l y  beencovered v i t h  wood shhgks.The roof 
was a l t e r e d  s l i g h t l y  i n  t h e  e a r l y  19 th  cen tu ry  when o r i g i n a l  c l i p p e d  g a b l e s  were 
removed. Many of t h e  919 f i r s t - f l o o r  s a s h  a r e  o r i g i n a l ;  9/6 s a s h  a r e  used  i n  t h e  
dormers. 

The o r i g i n a l  p lan  o f  Montpel ier  was t h a t  v a r i a t i o n  of  t h e  common c e n t r a l -  
passage,double-pi le  p lan  i n  which the  passage was widened a t  t h e  r e a r  t o  accommodate 
an L-plan o r  t r i p l e - r u n  s t a i r  s e t  o f f  t o  one s i d e .  Ea r ly  i n  t h e  20 th  c e n t u r y ,  t h e  
passage was s t r a i g h t e n e d  t o  c r e a t e  space  f o r  a  sma l l  bathroom, and t h e  p r e s e n t  
s t r a i g h t - r u n  Colonia l  Revival  s t a i r  was i n s e r t e d .  A t  t h e  same t ime ,  a  s e r v i c e  s t a i r  
was i n s t a l l e d  i n  t h e  n o r t h e a s t  room, which then served  a s  a  k i t c h e n .  

Most o f  t h e  p resen t  decora t ion  d a t e s  from a n  e a r l y  19th-century  remodeling. I n  
t h e  southwest p a r l o r ,  p l a i n  wainscot w i th  a  pedes t a l  cap e n c i r c l e s  t h e  room. The 
handsome mantel  has s t o p - f l u t e d  p i l a s t e r s  suppor t ing  h o r i z o n t a l l y  reeded consoles  and 
a  d e n t i l  s h e l f .  A v e r t i c a l l y  reeded t a b l e t  embell ishes t h e  f r i e z e .  The wes t  chimney 
c l o s e t ,  which opens o f f  t h i s  room, has a  vau l t ed  c e i l i n g .  

I n  t h e  northwest room i s  t he  only  o r i g i n a l  t r i m  -- a symmetr ica l ly  molded c h a i r  
r a i l  which is i n t e r r u p t e d  p e r i o d i c a l l y  by t h e  s i l l - l e s s  a r c h i t r a v e  window frames,  a l s o  
o r i g i n a l .  The e a r l y  19th-century  mantel  he re  c o n s i s t s  of a n  unsupported molded s h e l f  
above a  r ecessed ,  applied-mold f r i e z e  panel and a r c h i t r a v e  sur round.  

I n  t h e  n o r t h e a s t  room, wainscot ing l i k e  t h a t  found i n  t h e  southwest  p a r l o r  i s  
complemented by a  mantel c o n s i s t i n g  of a  s l i g h t  s h e l f  suppor ted  on symmetr ica l ly  
molded p i l a s t e r s  . 

No e a r l y  ou tbu i ld ings  su rv ive .  

BOUITDARY JUS TIFICATIOII DU 

The boundaries h a ~ e  been drawn a r b i t r a r i l y  t o  comprise a  seven-acre  
rec'ia,l:le enco;qpassins t h e  house aild i t s  immediate yard. 



SIGNIFICANCE 

PERIOD 

-PREHISTORIC 

-1400-1499 

-1500-1 599 

-1600-1699 

h1700-1799 

X1800-1899 
-1 900. 

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW 
ARCHEOLUGY.PREHISTORIC -COMMUNITY PLANNING -LANDSCAPEARCHlTECTURE -RELIGION 

ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC -CONSERVATION -LAW -SCIENCE 
A G R I C U L T U R E  -ECONOMICS -LITERATURE -SCULPTURE 

ZARCHITECTURE -EDUCATION -MILITARY E S O C I A L ~ ~ W W ~ M  - 
A R T  -ENGINEERING -MUSIC -THEATER 

-COMMERCE -EXPLORATION/SETlLEMENT -PHILOSOPHY -TRANSPORTATION 

-COMMUNICATIONS -INDUSTRY -POLITICS/GOVERNMENT -OTHER ISPECIFY) 
A N V E N T I O N  

SPECIFIC DATES BUILDERIARCHITECT 

STATEMENTOF SIGNIFICANCE 
. 

Although Surry County r e t a i n s  a  l a r g e r  concent ra t ion  of e a r l y  farmhouses than  most 
Tidewater coun t i e s ,  Montpelier s t ands  ou t  among i t s  neighbors a s  a n  unusual ly  d i s t i n c t i v e  
example of t h e  region ' s  vernacular  a r c h i t e c t u r e .  The most notable  f e a t u r e s  o f  the  s t o r y -  
and-a-half wooden s t r u c t u r e  a r e  i t s  wide e x t e r i o r  end b r i c k  chimneys, each o f  which has 
a  centered c l o s e t  window a t  the  f i r s t - f l o o r  l e v e l .  Other elements o f  the  house, such a s  
the  o r i g i n a l  conf igura t ion  of i t s  s t a i r  and roof ,  make Montpelier s i g n i f i c a n t  f o r  t h e  
c lues  it o f f e r s  i n  t h e  understanding of the  evolu t ion  of e a s t e r n  V i r g i n i a ' s  domestic 
a r c h i t e c t u r e .  

Montpelier was probably b u i l t  by a  John Cocke i n  the  t h i r d  q u a r t e r  o f  t h e  18 th  
century.  The Cocke family,  prominent i n  p o l i t i c a l  a f f a i r s  i n  both  the  1 8 t h  and 19 th  ' cen tu r i e s ,  had l i v e d  i n  Surry  s i n c e  the  17th  century ,  and t h e  Montpel ier  t r a c t  may be 
the 230 ac res  i n  Southwark Par ish  near  Johnsehawcon Swamp which were pa ten ted  by 
Nicholas Cocke i n  1724 and which were l i s t e d  a s  being adjacent  t o  land owned by Capt. 
Henry Harrison. Cocke died i n  1748, and h i s  son John i n h e r i t e d  t h e  proper ty .  It was 
e i t h e r  John Cocke o r  h i s  son  John (d. 1798) who b u i l t  t he  p rasen t  house sometime i n  t h e  
t h i r d  qua r t e r  of t h e  1 8 t h  century .  

While Montpelier has t r a d i t i o n a l l y  been thought t o  have been b u i l t  c .  1724, i t s  
plan form, wi th  the  s t a i r s  o r i g i n a l l y  recessed a t  the  r e a r  o f  t h e  passage, has been 
found t o  be c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  of th i rd-and four th-quar ter -of - the-century  houses i n  
Virg in ia  and Maryland. (The e a r l i e s t  known example is  a  b r i c k  house i n  Nansemond 
County dated 1743), Another c l u e  t o  the  d a t e  of the  house i s  i ts  c l ipped  g a b l e .  Most 
examples of t h i s  f e a t u r e  south  of the  James River seem t o  d a t e  from t h e  t h i r d  q u a r t e r  
of the  18th cen tu ry  a s  w e l l .  

Cockes continued t o  hold Montpelier u n t i l  1852, al though Harr i son  Cocke, who 
owned i t  a f t e r  1815, was i n  the  U .  S. Navy and presumably spen t  l i t t l e  time t h e r e .  It 
is i n  an 1852 deed from Harrison Cocke t h a t  the  dame "Montpelier" f i r s t  appears .  A f t e r  
many changes of ownership, Montpelier is now the  property of Morris W. Clernents, who 
has r e c e n t l y  renovated i t .  



Surry County Deed Books 13, 14. -- 
Land Tax Rooks 1782-1820. - - -, 
W i l l  Book I .  -- 

~ G E O G R A P H I C A L  DATA 
ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY 7 Acres 
UTM REFERENCES 

AM 131 11 71 71 $1 01 1 4 ,  11 1 ~ 5 1 7, 31 01 
ZONE EASTlNG NORTHING 

C W  LLILuJ I&] 
VERBALBOUNDARVDESCRlPTlON Beginning a t  a ~ o i n t  1900' W o f  i n t e r s e c t i o n  of S t a t e  - - 

Routes COO and 602, about  1% m i .  SSE of  Cabin Poin t ,  275' W of  p r i v a t e  d r i v e ;  thence 
extending 650' NW ac ross  s a i d  d r i v e  t o  70' contour;  thence extendinz  450' S;  thence 
exte-din';  650' SW; thence extending  450' N t o  70' contour and po in t  of o ~ i z i n .  

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE CODE COUNTY CODE 

STATE CODE COUNTY CODE 
i 

 FORM PREPARED BY 
NAME 1 TITLE 

V i r g i n i a  H i s t o r i c  Landmarks Commission S t a f f  - - - 
ORGANIZATION DATE 

V i r g i n i a  H i s t o r i c  Landmarks Commission February 1978 
STREET& NUMBER TELEPHONE 

221 Governor S t r e e t  (804) 786-3144 
CITY OR TOWN STATE 

Richmond V i r g i n i a  23219 

 STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER CERTIFICATION 
THE EVALUATED SIGNIFICANCE OF THIS PROPERN WITHIN THE STATE IS: 

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act o f  1966 (Public Law 89-665). 1 
hereby nominate this DroDertv for inclusion in the National Resister and certifv that it has been evaluated accordina to  the 
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6. REPRESENTATION I N  EXISTING SURVEYS 
(2) V i rg in i a  H i s t o r i c  Landmarks Commission Survey 

1967, 1973, 1 9 7 6 ,  1979 S t a t e  
V i r g i n i a  H i s t o r i c  Landmarks Commission 
221 Governor S t r e e t  
~ i ~ m n d ,  Vi rg in i a  23219 

GPO 892 455 






