


17. DESCRIPTION 
1 I <Check One) I 

A l t e red  t o  its p resen t  appearance i n  the  195O1s, P leasan t  Point 
nonetheless  r e t a i n s  i t s  e a r l y  l i n e s ,  o r i g i n a l  s t r u c t u r a l  system and out -  
bui ld ings ,  as we l l  as i ts  landscape f e a t u r e s .  Charac ter ized  by a simple 
s tory-and-a-half  e l e v a t i o n ,  t h e  dwell ing house is the  c e n t r a l  element of  a 
modified fo recour t  p lan ,  c r ea t ed  by t h e  symmetrical placement of a d a i r y  anc 
smokehouse on oppos i t e  arms of t h e  four-s tep  t e r r a c e  l ead ing  down t o  t h e  
b l u f f s  overlooking t h e  James River. 

B u i l t  w i t h  a timber frame and b r i c k  ends, the  house was 
probably o r i g i n a l l y  designed on a h a l l - p a r l o r ,  double-p i le  p l an  s i m i l a r  t o  
nearby Walnut Valley.  The b r i c k  ends a r e  l a i d  i n  Flemish bond w i t h  i n t e r i c  
end chimneys. A s i n g l e  chevron of glazed-header d i ape r ing  foll.ows t h e  r ake  
of  t h e  roo f .  The s imple b r i c k  l i n t e l s  over  t h e  a t t i c  windows c o n s i s t  of 
a l t e r h a t i n g  g lazed  and unglazed headers.  The f i r s t - f l o o r  windows, i n  
p a r t i c u l a r  t h e  poor ly  executed jack a rches ,  have been reworked. Although 
much o f  t h e  framing f a b r i c  of  t h e  house is o r i g i n a l ,  t h e  frame facades have 
been a l t e r e d  w i t h  t h e  renewal of t h e  weatherboarding, the  enlargement of  
o r i g i n a l  window openings and the  cons t ruc t ion  of modern dormer windows. 
S imi l a r ly  t h e  house 's  p l an  has been modified i n t o  a c e n t e r - h a l l  p1.an arrangc 
ment w i t h  a n  open modern c o l o n i a l - r e v i v a l  s t a i r c a s e  t h a t  has been r e loca ted  
a t  l e a s t  once. The o r i g i n a l  s t a i r  has been removed. 

While much of  t h e  i n t e r i o r  woodwork i s  modern, i t  r e f l e c t s  t h e  
c o l o n i a l - r e v i v a l  vogue of  t h e  1950's.  A s i g n i f i c a n t  element of  t h e  
o r i g i n a l  i n t e r i o r  t r i m  su rv ives  i n  a f i n e  ra i sed-panel ,  round-arched c h i m e ]  
cupboard wi th  b u t t e r f l y  she lves  loca ted  i n  t h e  r~or thwest  f i r s t - f l o o r  room. 
I n  the  e a s t  second-f loor  room and i n  t h e  s t a i r  t o  the f u l l  basement a r e  
e a r l y  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  elements salvaged from o t h e r  per iod  bu i ld ings .  

Standing i n  conjunct ion  wi th  t h e  house a r e  a n  or ig ina l .  frame 
d a i r y ,  w i th  sawn work g r i l l s  and pyramidal roo f ,  frame smokehouse w i t h  a 
gable-end dovecote and frame wash house w i t h  an English-bond e x t e r i o r  end 
chimney; a l l  of  which have been a l t e r e d  t o  some degree  i n  t h e  process  of  
renovat ion .  

With i t s  a x i a l  placement a t  t h e  cop of t h e  t e r r a c i n g  and 
f lanked by i ts  minor advance bu i ld ings ,  P l easan t  Po in t  i s  a remarkable 
s ta tement  on t h e  f o r m a l i t y  a simple,  ear ly-e ighteenth-century  p l a n t a t i o n  
house complex could assume. 
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Pleasan t  Po in t  as it s'tands ',today ,is an! impressive,  
reminder of  t h e  weal th  and p r e s t i g e  of pne of Surry County 's  l e a d i n g  
c o l o n i a l  f ami l i e s .  The s imple house, w i th  i t s  syrrunetrical fo recour t  
arrangment of  advance bu i ld ings  and formal t e r r aced  landscaping,  s t i l l  
ev inces  a n  a i r  of e ighteenth-century  charm. Located a c r o s s  t h e  James 
River from Jamestown I s l a n d ,  P leasan t  p o i n t ' s  una l t e red  r u r a l i s m  forms a 
f i t t i n g  h i s t o r i c a l  backdrop f o r  t h e  n a t i o n ' s  f i r s t  permanent English 
se t t l emen t .  

Patented t o  W i l l i a m  Edwards, Gentleaan i n  1657, P leasan t  
Po in t  was t h e  Edwards' family s e a t  i n  Surry County from t h e  ear ly-e ighteer  
u n t i l  t h e  ea r ly -n ine teen th  century .  I n f l ~ t e n t i a l  i n  t h e  seventeenth  and 
e igh teen th  cen tu ry  p o l i t i c a l  and economical development of  Surry County, 
W i l l i a m  Edwards I served as a Burgess f o r  the  newly formed county i n  1652 
and w a s  i ts  c l e r k  from 1653 u n t i l  h i s  dea th  i n  1673. S i m i l a r l y  h i s  son 
W i l l i a m  Edwards I1 served as c l e r k  from 1673 u n t i l  h i s  d e a t h  i n  1698. 
W i l l i a m  Edwards 111 served i n  t u r n  a s  a  Burgess from 1702-1706 and as t h e  
Surry  County s h e r i f f  in  1713. 

As t h e  Edwards family prospered in  t h e  seventeenth  and 
e i g h t e e n t h  c e n t u r i e s ,  t h e  descendants of William Edwards I1 possessed ove1 
6,200 a c r e s  of Surry land by 1700. Among these  hold ings  was t h e  f u t u r e  
s i t e  of  t h e  Edwards' home a t  P l easan t  Point .  When William Edwards I11 
died i n  1721, he d iv ided  h i s  land holdings between h i s  sons  Benjamin, who 
rece ived  "the p l a n t a t i o n  whereon I now l ive"  i n  the  a r e a  of  Pigeon Swamp, 
and W i l l i a m  who i n h e r i t e d  the  P leasan t  Po in t  t r a c t ,  ". . .known by t h e  name 
of  my old  p l a n t a t i o n  on Crouches Creek." 

The e x i s t i n g  house and outbui ld ings  were probably b u i l t  
s h o r t l y  a f t e r  W i l l i a m  Edwards I V  took up r e s idence  a t  P l easan t  Poin t .  
I n  1737 he was recommended a s  a tobacco inspec to r  f o r  nearby Gray 's  Creek. 
I t  was probably under William Edwards I V  t h a t  the  d i s t i n c t i v e  t e r r a c e s  
l ead ing  t o  t h e  r i v e b l u f f  were excavated and cons t ruc ted .  
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