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DATE
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COMMON:

Smith's Fort

ANMD/OR MISTORIC:

The New Fort

[2. LOCATION

STREET AND NUMBER:

NE of intersection of Rt. 31 and

INSTRUCTIONS

8 mi, NW of Rt. 31, .8 mi,
Rt., 620, (Surry vicinity),
CITY OR TOWN:
STATE coDE |COUNTY: cope
Virginia 45 Surry 1181
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(1 Object O Beth [ Being Considered [ Preservation work| O Unrestricted
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{71 Agricultural [ Government O Park [0 Tronspertation [J Comments
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[ Educational O Military {1 Religious one
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] Scientific

OWNER'S N AME:

Association for the Preservation of Virginia Antiquities
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2705 Park Avenue
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OCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION |

COURTHOUSE, REGISTRY OF DEEDS, ETC:

Surry County Clerk's Office

STREET AND NUMBER:

Laang
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Surry

Virginia
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DE

45

TITLE OF SURVEY;

Virginia Historic Landmarks Commission Archaeology Office, File 90-28

DaTE oF survEY: 1968 3 Federal X] State

1 County

[ Local

DEROSITCORY FOR SURVEY RECCRDS:

Virginia Historic Landmarks Commission

HIBWNN AdLINI

STREET AND NUMBER!

Room 1116, Ninth Street State Office Buildin

CITY OR TOWN! STATE:

Richmond

Virginia

CODE

43
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2o DESCRIPTION:.

{Check One)
Exceflent [] Good " {1 Folr ] Detericrated O Ruins 3 Unexposed
CONDITION
(Check One) - {Check Ons)
[ Altered Unoaltered I Moved fX] Originel Site

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (If known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

At present, the Smith Fort is a small mound which intersects a peninsula
and encloses a triangle. of about two hundred feet on a side. Overlocking
Gray's Creek in two directions, the fort is about fifty feet above the
stream bank. The surviving fort mound is about two feet high and is cut
by a farm road through it. Originally, the mound probably was twice this
high and most likely was surmounted by palisadoes. The two exposed sides
of the triangle exhibit no evidence of mound fortification but probably
were protected by a palisade alone.
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INSTRUCTIONS

SEE

CSIGNIFICANCE .~ -

PERIOD (Check One or More as Appropriate)
[ Pre-Columbion| [J 16th Century O 18th Century [ 20th Century
3 15th Century (A 17th Century , 1 19th Contury

SPECIFIC DATE!S) (If Applicable and Known)

AREAS OF S1GNtFICANCE (Check One or More aa Appropriate)

200 aboriginal: VT ) Eldieotitn (M3 1ETE O F;"olin';e-.‘-ldl nlioo. .‘!-[:" Utban be;_in‘}r'l’o t
3 Pehistoric [J Enginsering 1 Religion/Phi. - Other” (Specity) o
[ Hisseric 7 Industry fosophy Archaeology
[ Agricuhture [ Invention [[] Science
[ Aechitecture 3 Landscope [ Sculpture
O An . Architecture ] Seciel/Humon-
O Commerce [J Literoture itarion
[ Communications ] Milirory D’Th‘.;;,",."‘ ' ¢! :
[0 Consarvaticn 3 Music O Transportotion

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The fort was erected by John Smith during the first two years of the
colony and is the oldest standing structure of English origin in Virginia.
Next to Fort Ralegh,, it is the oldest in North America. However, Fort
Ralegh is largely a reconstruction based on archaeoclogy.
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EOGRAFHICAL DATA

LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES LATITUDE AND LONGITUGE COORDINATES

DEFINING A RECTANGLE LOCATING THE PROPERTY 0 DEFINING THE CENTER POINT OF A PROPERTY
R OF LESS THAN TEM ACRES
CORNER LATITUDE LONGITUDE LATITUDE LONG! TUDE

Degrees Minutes Seconds jDegrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Secands | Degrees Minutes Seconds
NW 370 10 . 10 - . 76 o 49 v 44- o ' - o ' -
NE 37° 10 ' 10 = |76 ° 49 30"
SE .{.37° 10" 00 = |76 ° 49-°-.-30° . b
W 37¢ 10 - 00 » 176 o 49 44~

APPROXIMATE ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY: 5

ILIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAFPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES
STATE: CODE COUNTY CODE
STATE: CODE COUNTY: CODE
STATE: CcObE COUNTY: COCE
STATE! coDpE COUNTY: CCDE
11. FORM PREPARED B

NAME AND TITLE:

Staff, Virginia Historic Landmarks Commission, James W, Moody, Jr., Director
ORGANIZATION DATE

Virginia Historic Landmarks Commission . November 3, 1969
STREET AND NUMBER: )

Room 1116, Ninth Street State Office Building .
CITY OR TOWN: . STATE CODE
. Richmond P Virginia o1 32

ATE LIAISON DEFICER CERTIFICATIO NATIONAL REGISTER VERIFICATION ..

As the designated State Lialson Officer for the Na-
tiona! Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law
89-665), | hereby nominate this property for inclusion
in the National Register and certify that it has been
evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set

1 hereby certify that this property is included in the
National Register.

b t k . Th d
forth by the National Park Service. The recommende Chief, Office of Archeology and Historic Preservation
level of significance of this nomination is:
National [X State [ Local [}
Date
Name
* ATTEST:

Dr. Edward P. Alexander, Chairman
Title Virginia Historic landmarks Commigsion

Keeper of The National Register

Date

Date
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