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DESCRIPTION 

CONDIT ION CHECK ONE CHECK ONE 

XUNALTERED XORIGINAL SITE 

A L T E R E D  -MOVED DATE 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

L i t t l e  Town i s  s i t u a t e d  i n  r u r a l  Sussex County, near  t h e  t i n y  se t t l emen t  of L i t t l e t o n .  
The two-story house i s  b u i l t  of b r i ck  l a i d  i n  Flemish bond, wi th  rubbed b r i ck  jambs, 
co rne r s ,  b e l t  course and beveled water  t a b l e .  The house is  i n  two .parts--a th ree -  
bay, double-p i le ,  s ide -ha l l -p l an  block t o  the  nor th ,  and an o r i g i n a l  three-bay s i n g l e -  
c e l l  p a r l o r  wing t o  t h e  south.  The windows have nine-over-nine sash  and s tone  l i n t e l s  
with keystones on the f i r s t  f l o o r ,  andnine-over-six sash  on the  second- There a r e  
s i m i l a r  s tone  l i n t e l s  over  t h e  basement g r i l l e s .  A gable  roof wi th  a  modi l l ion  corn ice  
and i n t e r i o r  end chimneys covers  the  house. Scratched i n t o  a  b r i ck  a t  t h e  base of 
the wing chimney i s  t h e  d a t e  1811. There is  an o r i g i n a l  .pedimented f r o n t  porch wi th  
a  d e l i c a t e  mod i l l i on  and punch-and-deritil co rn ice  inct-an G p l i e d  s t a r  i n  t h e  tympanum. 
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The p a r l o r  i n  the  wing ' is t h e 1  p r i n c i p a l  room' i n  the  'house.  ~ece ised ' - sane1  wainscot ing 
with e l a b o r i t c  g ra in ing  i s  c a r r i e d  around t h e  rbom: A mantel w i t h  $&eled p i l a s t e r s ,  
a n  extremely c a l l  f r i e z e  wi th  narrow en tab la tu re .b l6cks  a n d ' c e n t r a l ,  t & b l e t  and a  
wall-of-Troy f r e t  co rn ice  i s  mounted on t h e  p r o j e c t i n g  chimney' f aee .  .Above t h i s  i s  
pa in ted  i n  a  found-headed panel  an American eagle  surrounded by e igh teen  s t a r s .  Traces 
of another  eag le ,  w i th  i t s  wings turned up ins t ead  of down, a r e  a l s o  v i s i b l e . .  This 
pa in t ing  was once enframed by an e l a b o r a t e l y  molded ce ramic - t i l e  surround,  which surv ives  
and is await ing r e s t o r a t i o n .  

The passage i s  a l s o  embellished with recessed-panel  wainscot ing,  which is c a r r i e d  up 
t h e  s t a i r s .  The panels  a r e  gra ined  i n  a  dark-red c o l o r ,  t h e  s t i l e s  and r a i l s  painted - 

- green, and t h e  baseboard marbleized wi th  a  l i g h t - g r e y  p a i n t .  There i s  a  p l a s t e r  
c e i l i n g  medall ion decorated wi th  arrows, and bear ing  t r a c e s  of p a i n t  a s  well .  The 

;: open-str ing s t a i r  has a  molded b a n i s t e r  and square  newel, t h r e e  r ec t angu la r  b a l u s t e r s  
t o  a  t r e a d ,  s imple sawn b racke t s ,  and a  paneled sp randre l .  

The dining ( n o r t h e a s t )  room has the  same type of wainscot ing a s  i n  t h e  o t h e r  rooms. 
The a u s t e r e  mantel ,  w i th  i t s  paneled p i l a s t e r s ,  t a l l ,  p l a i n  f r i e z e  and unembellished 
e n t a b l a t u r e  b locks ,  i s  enl ivened by t h e  overmantel decora t ion .  A square  p l a s t e r  
panel  i s  surrounded by ceramic t i l e s ;  those  on t h e  top  and s i d e s  have a  f l o r a l  p a t t e r n ,  
whi le  those  on t h e  bottom d e p i c t  e x o t i c  animals: two camels, a  rh inoce ros ,  and an 
e lephant .  The northwest  room has been a l t e r e d  f o r  use  as  a  k i t chen ,  and has no 
e a r l y  t r i m .  

Severa l  ou tbu i ld ings  su rv ive  on t h e  proper ty .  Most notable  is  t h e  o r i g i n a l  double 
d a i r y ,  a  frame bu i ld ing  wi th  sawn-work ven t s .  Also p resen t  a r e  a  n ine teenth-century  
c r i b ,  an e a r l y  twent ie th-century  smokehouse, and s e v e r a l  more r ecen t  sheds,  a l l  of 
frame cons t ruc t ion .  

The 28 ac res  being nominated a r e  almost t o t a l l y  framed by t r e e s ,  forming a  na tura l  
c l e a r i n g .  V i s u a l l y ,  t h i s  i s  t h e  most important  p o r t i o n  of t h e  L i t t l e  Town t r a c t .  
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 
. . . . . . .  . . . . , 

L i t t l e  Town i n  Sussex County i s  a s t r i k i n g l y  handsome and well-preserved specimen 
of  t h e  Ear ly  Reeublican a r c h i t e c t u r e  of Southside Vi rg in i a .  The s u r v i v a l  of i t s  
e a r l y  wa l l  pa in t ings ,  p las te rwork ,  and grained and marbleized woodwork render  t h e  
house a n  e s p e c i a l l y  important  document . o f .pe r iod  decora t ion .  B u i l t  i n  1811, t h e  
proper ty  remains i n  the  fami ly  of i t s  b u i l d e r ,  James C.  Bai ley,  an e a r l y  C l e r k o f  

. . . .  . the  Sussex County Court. .. . .. . 
. . 

The Bailey fami ly  appa ren t ly  came t o  Sussex County from Surry County, from which 
Sussex was f o m e d  i n  1752. Michael Bailey, f a t h e r  of t h e  bu i lde r ,  se rved  a s  t h e  
t h i r d  Clerk of t h e  Sussex County Court,  1786-1798. A t  h i s  dea th  i n  1798, he l e f t  
a s u b s t a n t i a l  e s t a t e  which included many s l a v e s ,  horses,  c a r r a i g e s ,  and china.  
One of h i s  sons,  James C. Bai ley,  succeeded both t o  h i s  p l a n t a t i o n  and t o  t h e  
l u c r a t i v e  c l e rksh ip .  

- 

It was t h i s  man who b u i l t  L i t t l e  Town i n  1811. The da te  i s  i n s c r i b e d  upon t h e  chimney, 
and accords wi th  the  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  evidence. Because of ~ a i l e y ' s  c l e r k s h i p ,  the  
l a r g e  p a r l o r  i n  t h e  south  wing, wi th  i t s  p a t r i o t i c  American eag le  pa in t ed  over  t h e  
mantel ,  has been thought t o  have been b u i l t  as  a c o u r t  room, but  t h i s  was not  t h e  
contemporary p r a c t i c e ,  and Sussex County had a courthouse nea r  t h e  s i t e  of i t s  
present  one, as  e a r l y  as  1756. Rather ,  t h e  arrangement of  a s ide -ha l l -p l an  block 
wi th  a l a r g e  p a r l o r  wing was one f r e q u e n t l y  employed f o r  s u b s t a n t i a l  r u r a l  houses 
of  e a r l y  n ine teenth-century  Vi rg in i a .  The claim t h a t  ~ a i l e y ' s  C le rk ' s  O f f i c e  was 
a t  L i t t l e  Town i s  s i m i l a r l y  i n  c o n f l i c t  wi th  t h e  normal p r a c t i c e .  

, B a i l e y ' s  house was indeed a s u b s t a n t i a l  one f o r  t h e  period.  The county t a x  a s ses s -  
ment on h i s  bu i ld ings  i n  1820 s tood a t  $5200, t h e  h ighes t  i n  Sussex County. A t  h i s  
death i n  1824, he l e f t  a l a r g e  e s t a t e  which passed t o  h i s  wife.  The proper ty  has  
remained i n  family hands, and was r e c e n t l y  acquired by Robert Bai ley ,  who i s  reno- 
v a t i n g  i t .  



Boddie, John B. Souths ide  Vi rg in i a  Fami l ies ,  Vol 11. Redwood Ci ty ,  C a l i f o r n i a :  
1956. 
Sussex County Deed Books A, G .  
Sussex County Land Tax Books. 
Sussex County W i l l  Book F.  

 GEOGRAPHICAL DATA . . 
ACREAGE OF NOMINATED P R O P E R N  28 ac res  
UTM REFERENCES 

AM 1310l61712toI 141018r616l4101 8m 13Ioa6I711~0I  1410I816I213t  01 
ZONE EASTING NORTHING \ ZONE EASTING NORTHING 

CU [3I016I112i01  /410I8 r6 I2 !410J  DU 1 3 I 0 1 6 I 1 ~ 3 1 0 I  141018,6161 6101 
VERBALBOUNDARYDESCRlPTlON The 28 ac res  c o m ~ r i s i n g  t h e  L i t t l e  Town property a r e  bounded - - - 

by a  l i n e  beg$nning : a t  a .  point,.on t h e  s o u t h s i d e  of . .S ta te  Route 622 one mi l e  west of  t h e  
i n t e r s e c t i o n  of S t a t e  Route? 35 and 622; then  running 1500 f e e t  west along t h e  sou the rn  s i d e  
of S t a t e  Route, 622; thence extendingapproximate ly  400 f e e t  south  fol lowing t r e e  l i n e ;  then 
running 1000; fee t  e a s t  fol lowing t r e e  l i n e ;  then  curving 1600 f e e t  s o u t h w e s ~  fo l lowing t r e e  
l i n e ;  then  extending 400 f e e t  west fol lowing t r e e  l i n e ;  then curving 700 gene ra l ly  no r theas t  
fol lowing t r e e  l i n e ;  thence curv ing  approximately 1200 f e e t  NNW fol lowing t r e e - l i n e  t o  po in t  
of o r i g i n .  

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATEOR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 
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-  FORM PREPARED BY 
N A M E  /TITLE ~ ~ 

V i r g i n i a  H i s t o r i c  Landmarks Commission S t a f f  
b 

ORGANIZATION DATE 

V i r g i n i a  H i s t o r i c  Landmarks Commission September 1976 
STREET& NUMBER TELEPHONE 

221 Governor S t r e e t  (804) 786-3144 
CITY OR TOWN STATE 

Richmond Vi rg in ia  

 STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER CERTIFICATION 
THE EVALUATED SIGNIFICANCE OFTHIS PROPERTY WITHIN THE STATE IS 

NATIONAL- S T A T E L  LOCAL - 
- 

AS the designated State Hi:toric Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of  1966 (Public Law 89-665). 1 
hereby nominate this n in the National Register and certify that i t  has been evaluated according to the 

nal Park Service. 






