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DESCRIPTION 

CONDITION CHECK ONE CHECK ONE 

&EXCELLENT -DETERIORATED XUNALTERED XORlGlNAL SITE 

-GOOD -RUINS -ALTERED -MOVED DATE. 

-FAIR -UNEXPOSED 

DESCRIBE T H E  PRESENT A N D  O R I G I N A L  (IF KNOWIN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 
Burke's Garden Centra l  Church and Cemetery a r e  s i t u a t e d  along t h e  low r idge  which forms 

the  spj-ne of Burke's Garden, a n a t u r a l  bowl f i v e  mi les  wide by  t e n  mi les  long a top  Garden 
Munta in  i n  e a s t e r n  Tazewell County. The p resen t  church bui ld ing ,  e r e c t e d  i n  1875, i s  

! a p l a i n  r ec tangu la r  frame bu i ld ing ,  two bays long,  with a s t e e p  gable roof .  The ent rance  
I 

door is  i n  t h e  c e n t e r  o f  t h e  gable  end and is flanked by two small  windows which, l i k e  t h e  

[ l a r g e  long-wall windows, a r e  glazed with 616 sash .  

The p r i n c i p a l  i n t e r e s t  o f  t h e  s i t e  l i e s  i n  t h e  cemetexy, which con ta ins  a c o l l e c t i o n  
of Germanic gravestones.  A small  group of such cemeteries  marks t h e  German se t t l emen t s  o f  
Wythr- County and t h e i r  0ffshoot.s i n  Bland and Tazewell count ies .  The connect ion oi? Cent ra l  
Church t o  t h e  o t h e r s  i s  a t a n g i b l e  one. The s t y l e  of t h e  s tones  i n d i c a t e s  they were carved 
by t h e  sane i n d i v i d u a l  who executed t h e  s tones  a t  Sharon Lutheran Church i n  Bland County 
and a: t h e  Zion and Kiirberl-ing churches i n  Wythe County, a s  w e l l  a s  a few of t h e  s tones  a t  
t he  mother church o f  t h e  group, S t .  John's  Lutheran i n  PJytheville. While S t .  John's 
cemetery is dominated by t h e  work of a more s k i l l e d  c a r v e r ,  Laurence Krone, t h e  church 
bui ld ing  t h e r e  resembles t h e  s t . ructure b u i l t  twenty y e a r s  l a t e r  a t  Burke's Garden Centra l  
Church. 

The e a r l y  s tones  a t  Cen t ra l  Church a r e  o f  s e v e r a l  types .  One group resembles e a r l y  
3.921-century s tones  i n  o t h e r  a reas .  These a r e  p l a i n  s l a b s  with square shoulders  and. a 
c e n t r a l  semi-c i rcular  p r o j e c t i o n  on t h e  top .  They have i n s c r i p t i o n s  on one s i d e  and no 

I : decorat ion o f  any s o r t .  An example is  t h e  William P. R i t t e r  s tone  of 1833. A v a r i a t i o n  
of these  c o n s i s t s  o f  s tones  a l s o  wi th  i n s c r i p t i o n s  on one s i d e  b u t  with f a n c i f u l l y  shaped 
tops.  From t h e  su rv iv ing  l e t t e r i n g ,  these  v a r i a t i o n s  seen. t o  be  about t h e  same age a s  t h a  
r e s t  of t h e  group. 

' ssconc? body c o n s i s t s  o f  s tones  with Germanic des igns  b u t  with s l ~ a p e s  s imi-lar  t o  
t h e  f i r s t  group of s tones .  These t h i c k  monument.s a r e  square shouldered wi th  cci:tral t o p  
elemcnts which a r e  l a r q e r  segments of c i r c l e s .  These th ree -quar t e r  c i r c l e s  a r e  reeded on 
the  e?qes and a r e  t y p i c a l l y  embell ished on one s i d e  wj.th sznflowers and on t h e  o t h e r  with 
s ix-pointed f lowers a t t a c h e d  t o  v ines  which extend t o  t h e  Sottom o f  t h e  s tone .  Other 
Germanic s tones  have semi-c i rcular  upper p o r t i o n s ,  and s t i l l  o t h e r s  have sma l l e r  th rce -  
q u a r t e r - c i r c l e  f i n i a l s  on e i t h e r  s i d e  of t h e  c e n t r a l  e l enen t .  Four- and six-pointed s t a r s ,  
pinwheels, h e a r t s ,  and sunflowers a r e  t h e  predominant decora t ive  elements ,  b u t  ge0metrj.c-1 
d e s i p s  a r e  a l s o  found. On t h e  s i d e s  o f  s e v e r a l  s tones  a r e  p l a i n ,  r e c t a n g u l a r  shapes with 
three-quar ter  c i r c l e s  o f  t h e  same diameter on t h e  top .  T'nis anthropomorphic mtif  is  
reproduced i n  t h e  shape of t h e  s o l e  su rv iv ing  wooden marker. I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e i r  decora- 
t i o n  and s o f t  sandstone medium, t h e  German s tones  a r e  l inked  by, and set o f f  from t h e  non- 
Germanic Stones by, t h e i r  t h i ckness ,  t h e  h a b i t  o f  decora t ing  them on bo th  s i d e s  and o f t e n  
on the  edges a s  w e l l ,  and t h e  v a r i e t y  of f a n c i f u l  shapes ensloyed. 

The wooden marker i s  one of a group of homem~de markers, t h e  remainder of which a r e  
unlettered, unshaped rocks.  There a r e  a few notable  l a t e  19th-century s tones  i n  t h e  
cemetery. The most s t r i k i n g  may be t h e  George Gose o b e l i s k  (18891, which is s e t  among 
t h e  Germnic  markers and which is  decorated wi th  riel-Grec elements. 

Worthy of f i n a l  mention a r e  t.:o markers ( a  t h i r d  may have been broken o f f )  
comn2mratifig t h e  ch i ld ren  of D. G .  Heninger. The two headstones a r c ,  i n  s i z e ,  propor t ion ,  
and th ickness ,  n o t  un l ike  commercial markers of t h e  per iod .  They have gabled t o p s  with 
decora t ions  i n  t h e  tympanums and l e t t e r i n g  on t h e  body of t h e  s tone.  These markers, however 
were homenude o f  c a s t  concre te  and crudely hand- le t te red .  The decora t ion  was made by 

(See Conintuat ion Sheet  Ill) 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

Eastern Tazewell County r ep resen t s  t h e  f u r t h e s t  s e t t l emen t  o f  t h e  Germans who came t o  
f a r  Southwest V i r g i n i a  i n  t h e  l a t e  18 th  century.  The Cent ra l  Church and cemetery a t  Burke's 
Garden i n  Tazewell symbolizes this ou tpos t  of se t t lement .  Located i n  a p ic turesque  bowl- 
l i k e  va l l ey  a t o p  Garden Mountain, t h e  Cent ra l  Church cemetery conta ins  a c o l l e c t i o n  of 
r a r e  sandstone Germanic grave markers whose decora t ion  and forms b e t r a y  t h e i r  connections 
t o  t h e  r e l a t e d  Wythe and Bland county se t t lements .  These s tones ,  most o f  which were 
carved i n  t h e  1820s and 1830s, appear t o  have been c u t  by t h e  same unknown c r a f t s m n  who 
made rr.ost o f  t h e  s t o n e s  a t  Zion and Kirnberlinfj churches i n  Wythe Comty and a t  Sharon 
Church i n  Bland County. 

The h i s t o r y  o f  Cent ra l  Church and cemetery is  shared by seve ra l  denominations. The 
e a r l i e s t  b u r i a l  was i n  1827, and from i t s  e a r l i e s t  days t h e  cemetery h a s  been an 
intfrdenominational  o r  union one. When t h e  Cen t ra l  Church Lutheran congregation e rec ted  
i t s  f i r s t  b u i l d i n g  i n  t h e  18205, it was apparent ly  cons t ruc ted  i n  conjunct ion with o t h e r  
denominations. When t h e  p r e s e n t  bu i ld ing  was e r e c t e d  i n  1875, it continued t o  serve  a s  
a union church. However, t h e  Lutherans a lone  have worshipped h e r e  i n  modern t i n e s .  

The Cent ra l  Church Lutheran congregation i s  considered t h e  mother church o f  Tazewell 
County Lutherans. I n  1828 t h e  group app l i ed  f o r  p a s t o r a l  s e r v i c e s  from t h e  Synod of East  
Tennessee. David F o r e s t e r  and Nehemiah Bonfiam were ti le f i r s t  p a s t o r s .  Bonham was succefded 
i n  1841 by J. J. Greever, who served u n t i l  1877. Since 1843, t h e  church has  been under t h e  
j u r i s d i c t i o n  of t h e  Synod of Western Virg in ia .  



Forrn No. 10.3003 
(Rev l O - / J i  

li luI'I't;U ST AThS l)t:l'i\K~I'hlENI' C)F 1Hk INTHK10!( ,. .- -- -. - -- - .. . . .. .- -. . . . - 
FOR h i s  USE ON!.'{ 

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

(IECEi'JED 

NA'FZW'd\IAL REGISTER OF NISTOWIC 
IMVEN'I'OWY -- MOPJIII\;IA'I[~OM FOWPii DATE ENTERED i- 
Burke's Garden Centra l  Church and Cemetery, Tazewell County, ~ i r g i n i a  

1 
I impressing a b u t t e r  mold i n t o  t h e  wet ma te r i a l .  The c h i l 2 r e n  whose graves  they mark 

d ied  jn  t h e  mid-1890s, b u t  each s t o n e  bears  t h e  legend "Z. G. Heninger Inventor  o f  
These Stones Made 'I'his January 18 ,  1915." They hear  witzess  t o  t h e  su rv iva l  of t r a d i -  
t i o n s  of hdndcraftsmanship i n  t h e  a r e a  d e s p i t e  the  e a r l y  20th-century predominance o f  
commercial s tones  i n  s tar idardized designs.  A s  such, they  a r e  r e l a t e d  t o  t h e  l o c a l  
Germanic s tones  i n s t a l l e d  i n  t h e  cemetery 90 yea r s  e a r l i e r .  

BOUNDARY JOSTIFICATION: 

I The r e g i s t e r  boundaries coinc ide  on t h e  north,  e a s t  cnd south  with t h e  cemetery 
bounds a s  de l inea ted  on t h e  U.S.G.S. 7.5' quadrangle f o r  Garden I.!ountain, Virg in ia .  

I 
i Thc western boundary fo l lows t h e  e a s t  s i d e  o f  S t a t e  Route 623 and jo ins  t h e  western 

extens ions  t o  t h a t  r o u t e  o f , t h e  north and south boundary l i n e s .  
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