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17. DESCRIPTION 
1 1 (Check One) 

M t .  Zion i s  a two-story, hipped roof mansion of  massive propor t ions  b u i l t  
of  random-laid f i e l d s t o n e  wi th  four  s tone  i n t e r i o r  end chimneys and a 
modillioned co rn ice .  The southwest f r o n t  i s  seven bays wide, the  c e n t e r  
t h ree  bays on the  second s t o r y  being arranged i n  a widely spaced Pa l l ad ian  
motif w i t h  c e n t r a l  arched window and narrow s i d e  windows. The n o r t h e a s t  
f r o n t  i s  f i v e  bays wide wi th  a Pa l l ad ian  opening i n  the  second-story c e n t r a l  
bay. A one-s tory  Vic to r i an  porch covers  the en t r ance  and t h e  two f l ank ing  
bays. Most windows a r e  nine-over-nine on the  f i r s t  l e v e l  and s ix -ove r - s ix  
on t h e  second; t h e  windows have s tone  f l a t  a r c h  l i n t e l s .  

CONDITION 

The broad c e n t r a l  h a l l  i s  f lanked by two rooms on each s i d e ,  w i th  a small  
c r o s s  stair h a l l  between t h e  two1 rooms on t h e  northwest .  The en t r ance  h a l l  
i s  sepa ra t ed  from the r e a r  s t a i r  h a l l  by a three-arched "screen" i n  which 
t h e  cen t r aL  e l l i p t i c a l  a r c h  w i t h  i t s  f lanking  round-headed arches  i s  support 
by square columns. This d i v i s i o n  of the  c e n t r a l  h a l l  is  continued u p s t a i r s  
where t h e  southwest end i s  def ined  by being r a i sed  t h r e e  s t e p s  above t h e  
n o r t h e a s t  end. The e a s t  room on t h e  f i r s t  f l o o r  is  the  most e l abora t e  
room i n  t h e  house wi th  i t s  r i c h l y  carved mantel and overmantel a s  we l l  a s  
t h e  modillioned co rn ice .  Other  rooms a r e  much more simple and p rov inc ia l  
i n  d e t a i l ,  emphasizing broad unc lu t t e red  sur faces .  
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The t r a d i t i o n  t h a t  Hessians executed the  i n t e r i o r  decora t ive  t r i m  of  M t .  
Zion cannot be d iscounted ,  e s p e c i a l l y  i n  t h e  magnif icent  no r theas t  chimney 
b r e a s t .  However, t h e r e  is no h i n t  of such d e l i c a t e  f e e l i n g  i n  the  e x t e r i o r  
des ign  whose h igh  r a t i o  o f  propor t ion  of window t o  wa l l  space  c r e a t e s  a 
f o r t r e s s - l i k e  form, e s p e c i a l l y  when b u i l t  i n t o  t h e  rough s tone  facades.  
This  c o n t r a s t  of  e x t e r i o r  and i n t e r i o r  themes combined wi th  i t s  magnif icen:  
s i t e  i n  t h e  r o l l i n g  h i l l s  of the  lower Shenandoah Valley develop t h e  idea  
of  p rov inc ia l i sm on t h e  grand s c a l e .  
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M t .  Zion was probably b u i l t  soon a f t e r  the  Reverend Charles  Mynn Thruston 
bought land i n  Freder ick  County ( t h e  1,and i s  now.in Warren County) i n  
1771. Thruston (1738-1812) was t h e  son of Colonel John Thruston and Sarah 
Mynn o f  Gloucester  County. A f t e r  a t t end ing  t h e  College of William and 
Mary i n  1754, he served a s  a l i e u t e n a n t  under Washington i n  1758 a t  the  
c a p t u r e  of F o r t  Duquesne. Thruston took holy o rde r s  i n  London circa 
1765 and served a s  m i n i s t e r  of Petsworth Par i sh  i n  Gloucester  County u n t i l  
1768 when he moved t o  Freder ick  County, t h e r e  tak ing  up t h e  min i s t ry  
i n  Freder ick  Par i sh .  During the  Revolution, Thruston r a i s e d  a company 
of  t roops and was wounded a t  the  B a t t l e  of Piscataway. He was known a s  
t h e  "Warrior Parson" o r  the  "Fight ing Parson." I n  1775 and 1776 Thruston 
represented  Freder ick  County i n  t h e  Colonial  Conventions he ld  i n  Richmond. 
Following the  Revolution, he was a prominent member of t h e  Vi rg in i a  
l e g i s l a t u r e .  I n  1808 Thruston moved t o  Louisiana where he died i n  1812. 
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Since 1842 M t .  Zion has  been owned by t h e  Ea r l e  family.  Captain Alexander 
M. Ea r l e  was a member of t h e  Vi rg in i a  l e g i s l a t u r e  a t  t h e  outbreak of the  
War Between t h e  S t a t e s ;  he e n l i s t e d  i n  the  Confederate Army and was 
Quar termaster  of  the  Twelfth Virg in ia  Cavalry. I n  1881 he was S t a t e  
Senator  from t h e  Clarke and Warren D i s t r i c t .  -
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