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Excei iont  G o d  Fair D-tsriuroted Ruins Unexposed 
CONDlTiON 

(Check 0"s) I--- I (Ch-ck One) 

Blenheim i s  l o c a t e d  i n  a  r e c e n t l y  c l e a r e d  f i e l d  two mi l e s  s o u t h  of  t h e  
Potornac R ive r  between Popes Creek and Bridges Creek. The house was b u i l t  
by the Washington family t o  r e p l a c e  t h e  o r i g i n a l  fami ly  house a t  Wakefield 
soon a f t e r  it burned on Christmas Day, 1780, and i s  c u r r e n t l y  undergoing 
r e s t o r a t i o n  a f t e r  many yea r s  of  neg lec t .  

U n a l t e r e d  Moved .&J Original Sit. 

The wing r epu ted ly  was o r i g i n a l l y  a  f r ee - s t and ing  b u i l d i n g  and was moved 

c o n s t r u c t i o n ,  and i t s  c laim t o  having been a  s e p a r a t e  house i s  s u b s t a n t i a t e  
I' t o  i t s  p r e s e n t  p o s i t i o n  a t  an e a r l y  da te .  It, too ,  i s  of  e igh teen th -cen tu r  

I 
by m o r t i s e  h o l e s  i n d i c a t i n g  t h e  former e x i s t e n c e  of  e x t e r i o r  doors .  The 

I e x t e r i o r  end chimney on t h e  wing was r e b u i l t  dur ing  t h e  c u r r e n t  r e s t o r a t i o n  I 

3 S S C R t a E  THE P R E S E N T  A N 0  O R I G I N A L  f i r  h o w )  P H V 5 1 C A L  A P P E A R A N C E  

A s i ~ p l e  la te-Georgian dwell ing,  t h e  house has two s t o r i e s ,  a  three-bay 
facade  and Flemish-bond brickwork. It i s  s e t  o n  a  basement expressed  by 
a  b e l t e d  water  t a b l e ,  wi th  a  two-story frame wing a t  t h e  s o u t h  end. The 
wesc, o r  n a i n ,  facad?  bears  t h e  mark o f  a  c e n t r a l  gable-roofed a d d i t i o n  
which, according  t o  o l d  photographs, has been absent  f o r  a t  l e a s t  twenty 
yea r s .  P l a s t e r  adhsr ing  t o  t h e  f r o n t  w a l l  of t h e  house, v i s i b l e  i n  t h e  
photograpis ,  sugges t s  t h a t  t h e  a d d i t i o n  was enclosed.  Segmental a r ches  a r e  
used over  a l l  t h e  openinzs on t h e  f i r s t  f l o o r ,  and gauged-brick f l a t  jack  
arches on t h e  second. The same p a t t e r n  occurs  on t h e  r e a r ,  a l though t h e  
door h e r e  i s  d i s p l a c e d  s l i g h t l y  t o  t h e  l e f t  (south) .  A sha l low c e l l a r  under 
t h e  s o u t h  end o f  t h e  house i s  entered  through a segmental-arched bulkhead 
and l i g h t e d  by two smal l  segmental-arched windows on the  r e a r .  A l l  of  t h e  
p rasen t  window s a s h  were added i n  the  c u r r e n t  r e s t o r a t i o n ,  t h e  o r i g i n a l  
be ing  beyond r e 2 a i r .  

The house p r e s e n t l y  has a  gab le  roof w i t h  a  molded co rn ice  and i n t e r i o r  
end chimneys v i t h  corbe led  caps. Wood-framed g a b l e s ,  the  c o n s t r u c t i o n  of 
t h e  chimneys, and framing v i s i b l e  i n  t h e  a t t i c  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  the  roof was 
o r i g i n a l l y  hipped w i t h  t h e  gab le s  be ing  framed a t  a  l a t e r  d a t e  by s i n p l e  
ex tens ions  o f  t h e  r i d g e  of  t h e  h ip .  

I n  p l an ,  Blenhein i s  a  s i n g l e - p i l e ,  cen t r a l -passage  house. A doorway i n  
t h e  west c o r n e r  of  t h e  no r th  gable  was used a s  access  t o  a  k i t c h e n  ou t -  
b u i l d i n g ,  no l c n g e r  e x t a n t ,  and a  complementary door i n  t h e  d i a g o n a l l y  
opposcte  c o r n e r  of  t h e  bu i ld ing  l e a d s  t o  t h e  wing. A c l o s e d - s t r i n g ,  dog- 
l e g  s t a i r  w i t h  square  b a l u s t e r s  and a  molded hand r a i l  i s  l o c a t e d  i n  t h e  
passaze of  t h e  a a i n  s e c t i o n .  The wing c o n t a i n s  a  s t r a i g h t - r u n  s t a i r  which 
r i s e s  from back t o  f r o n t .  

. ,  . . 
, . . . : : .  

5 l e n h e i n ' s  i n t e r i o r  has temporar i ly  been s t r i p p e d  o u t  i n  t h e  process of 
r e s t o r a t i o n ,  r e v e a l i n g  a  nutbt?r of  t y p i c a l  s t r u c t u r a l  f e a t u r e s  and one 
n o s t  unusual  f e a t u r e .  The house has one b r i c k  p a r t i t i o n  between the  pas- 
sage 2nd t h e  n o r t h  room on each f l o o r  and one framed p a r t i t i o n  forming a 
kind of  t r u s s  of apparen t ly  u n p a r a l l e l e d  cons t ruc t ion .  It c o n s i s t s  of  two 
pos ts  v i t h  open mor t i s e s  a t  the  tops  pivoted on h o r i z o n t a l  beams. The 

l a t t e r  a r c  p a r a l l e l  t o ,  and about 6 inches  above, t11c f l o o r ;  t h r i r  o u t e r  
ends r e s t  on ledges  c r e a t e d  by t h e  dkninut ion  of  t h e  th i ckness  of t h e  wal l .  
The pos t s  were o r i g i n a l l y  swung i n t o  p o s i t i o n  so t h a t  (presnmed) tenons on 

(see  c o ~ ~ t i n u a t i o n  s11i.et 6 2 )  
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t h e i r  bases  engaged mor t i s e s  i n  t h e  f l o o r  j o i s t s ;  t hey  were braced by the  
h o r i z o n t a l  beams, and f ea the red  edges on t h e  s o f f i t s  o f  a  t i e  beam s l i p p e d  
i n t o  t h e  open mor t i s e s  a t  t h e i r  tops .  A s  t h e  p o s t s  moved i n t o  pos i t i on ,  t hey  
caught between them a door header  tenoned i n  t o  e i t h e r  pos t .  Long b races ,  
ex tending  dorm from t h e  p o s t s  a t  t h e  he igh t  o f  t h e  header  t o  t h e  h o r i z o n t a l  
beam almost a t  t h e  wal l ,  were dropped i n t o  p lace ,  completing t h e  t r u s s .  
Small h o r i z o n t a l  n a i l e r s  were then  framed i n t o  t h e  t r u s s  t o  hold  t h e  wall  
cover ing ,  and a  door hung i n  t h e  c e n t r a l  space bettieen t h e  two pos ts .  A 
confused v e r s i o n  o f  t h i s  t r u s s ,  n e c e s s i t a t e d  by t h e  o f f - c e n t e r  p l ac ing  of  
t h e  door,  was used i n  t h e  f i r s t - f l o o r  p a r t i t i o n  wa l l .  The c o n s t r u c t i o n  of  
t h e  wing i s  t y p i c a l  of  e ighteenth-century  V i r g i n i a  and u s e s  L-shaped corner  
pos t s  and long downbraces a t  t h e  corners .  

INVENTORY - NOMINATION FORM 

(Continuation Sheet) #2 

Much of  t h e  house ' s  o r i g i n a l  woodwork su rv ives ,  though not  a l l  of it is 
p r e s e n t l y  i n  p lace .  The woodwork c o n s i s t s  of  r a i sed -pane l  window and door 
r e v e a l s  and double three-pane1,raised-panel f r o n t  doors.  There a r e  a l s o  
some f i n e  s ix -pane l  doors wi th  deeply  beveled t a l l  panels  a t  t h e  t o p  and 
bottom and square  panels  i n  t h e  cen te r .  HL hinges a r e  i .n tac t  on the  second- 
f l o o r  doors .  The b u i l d i n g  underwent a  modest remodeling i n  the mid-nineteen 
century .  P l a i n  Gothic Revival  mantels  a r e  t h e  c h i e f  evidence of t h i s .  

lJes tmoreland 
FOR HPS USE ONLY 

E N T R Y  NUUaER O A T E  

1 

The house was i n  an advanced s t a t e  of  d i s r e p a i r  b e f o r e  t h e  owner commenced 
t h e  p resen t  work. The f l o o r  j o i s t s  i n  t h e  main s e c t i o n ' s  f i r s t - f l o o r  south  
room had caved i n  and had t o  be  rep laced .  A one-s tory  e l l  !?as added t o  the  
r e a r  of  t h e  wing, and t h e  wing ' s  windows tiere made sma l l e r  by f r a n i n g  out  
t h e  o r i g i n a l  openings i n  such a  way t h a t  t h e i r  s t r u c t u r e  was not  damaged. 
These and s e v e r a l  o t h e r  minor changes have not  a f f e c t e d  t h e  dwe l l ing ' s  
a r c h i t e c  t c r a l  c h a r a c t e r .  

I. 2 
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S T A T E M E N T  O F  5 1 C N I F l C A l C E  

The late-Georgian house a t  Blenheim P l a n t a t i o n  was b u i l t  by t h e  Tiashingtor. 
fami ly  a s  a  successo r  t o  nearby Wakefield, t h e  b i r t h p l a c e  of George 
Washington t h a t  burned on Christmas Day, 1780. Success ive ly  owned by 
Washington descendants  except  f o r  one b reak ,  t h e  house i s  s i g n i f i c a n t  f o r  
i t s  a s s o c i a t i o n s  w i t h  t h i s  and o t h e r  prominent V i r g i n i a  f a m i l i e s  and f o r  
be ing  an e:cmple of  a  house type  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  of  t h e  Potomac-Rappa- 
hannock r eg ion .  

The house was b u i l t  f o r  William Augustine Washington, t h e  son o f  George 
~ a s h i n g t o n ' s  ha l f -b ro the r  Augustine Washington 11, who was a  r e s i d e n t  of  
T.Jake:ield when it burned. An i n p o r t a n t  l o c a l  l e a d e r ,  h e  was c i t e d  f o r  
b rave ry  i n  t h e  American Revolution, having been wounded a t  t h e  B a t t l e  o f  
Cowpens and d ischarged  a Br igad ie r  General.  He l a t e r  served  i n  t h e  county 
n i l i t i a  oE Vestmoreland and, from 1785-1786, a s  High S h e r i f f  of  Westmore- 
land  County. William Augustine Washington was connected by success ive  
marr iages  t o  o t h e r  Northern Xeck f a m i l i e s ,  wedding f i r s t  h i s  counsin Jane 
i,Jashin:ton, daughter  of  John Augustine Washington, t h e n  Nary Lee, daughter  
o f  Richard Henry Lee, and f i n a l l y  Sarah  Tayloe, daughter  of John Tayloe 
of  Mount Airy. 

Wi l l i am Augustine Nashington moved t o  another  house, Haywood, i n  I 
1783, and Blenhein was occupied by h i s  daughter  Sarah Tayloe Washington, 
who had marr ied  h e r  cous in  Lawrence Washington. Among t h e i r  n ine  o f f -  
s p r i n g  was Henry Augustine Washington, a  p r o f e s s o r  a t  t h e  College of 
i J i l l i a 2  and Mary. The house remained i n  t h e  fami ly  u n t i l  t h e  twen t i e th  
century  and was repurchased i n  t h e  1950s by a  Iiashington fami ly  descendant ,  
1.awrencr Washington Latane, Jr. 

::his house type-br ick ,  two-s tor ies  t a l l ,  th ree-bays  long,  w i th  a  c e n t r a l -  
passage, ~ i n ~ l e - ~ i l e  p lan ,  i n t e r i o r  end chimneys a n d , a  gable-end door-- is  
comon i n  t h e  no r the rn  Tidewater a r e a  of  V i r g i n i a  and p e r s i s t s  t h r ~ u g h  
n.ost of t h e  e igh teen th  century .  The wa l l  t r u s s  i n  Blenheim, however, 
i s  2 cur ious  and an appa ren t ly  unique f e a t u r e .  C leve r ly  designed and 
17211-executed, t h e  complex s t r u c t u r e  s e r v e s  no d i s c e r n i b l e  use  o t h e r  than  
as  p a r t i t i o n  framing. 
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