


The presenr  Yesconico Church i s  a most ex t r ao rd ina ry  s t r u c t u r e  r e c a l l i n g  
numerous arc:- , i tectural  forms and t rends  y e t  r e t a i n i n g  about  i t  an almost 
a r t l e s s  q u c l i t y .  Laid o u t  i n  t h e  shape of an i r r e g u l a r  T ,  the  church is 
covered by a  s t e e p  gable  roof wi th  a  pronounced splay a t  the  eaves of 
not  only a l l  t h ree  gables  but  i n  the roof of the porch a s  wel l .  The 
o v e r a l l  dimensions of  the  church, excluding the porch, a r e  50'-8" nor th-  
to-south and 51'-4" eas t - to-wes t .  The modil l ion corn ice  i s  not  the 
o r i g i n a l  but  is  probably q u i t e  s i m i l a r  t o  i t .  The ends of the  corn ice  
s e c t i o n s  a t  a l l  t h r e e  gables  a s  wel l  a s  the  porch a r e  marked by corbe l led  
b r i c k s ,  a l l  of which a r e  replacements.  The b r i c k  bond throughout the  

i bu i ld ing  is  q u i t e  va r i ed  and i n  some p laces  l a i d  i n  no r egu la r  order .  
. . . , 
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17. DESCRIPT1ON 

(Check On.) I CONDlTlON ' 
Good Fol r  ~ ~ t s r ~ o r a t e d  Ruins 0 Unexposed O I I Excelle;,,e4d 

The porch is  gene ra l ly  i n  Flemish bond wi th  a  f i n e  d i ape r  p a t t e r n  above 
the  unusual su?erimposed'semicircular arches  over t h e  porch door. I n s e t  
above the  a rches  a r e  t h e  i n i t i a l s  ,"SCM" wi th  a  S c o t t i s h  t h i s t l e  below them. 
On the  wa l l  of the  church i n s i d e  the  porch a r e  crude half-round Doric 
columns of  b r i c k  i n s e t  i n  the  w a l l .  The columns f l ank  the famous wicket 
door,  a  l a rge  Tudor bat tened door wi th  a  sepa ra t e  smal le r  door s e t  i n  i t .  

(Check One) 
I N T E G R I T Y  

Unmltered 

The brickwork along the  remainder of the  south wal l  is Flemish bond wi th  
glazed headers  on e i t h e r  s i d e  of the  porch which t r a i l s  o f f  i n t o  English 
bond and i r r e g u l a r  bond i n  the  remaining por t ions .  Above the a rch  of the  
small  door on t h i s  w a l l  i s  a  b r i ck  carved "R. L.", and i n s e t  high on the  
south  w a l l  ;,ear the  sou theas t  corner  is "1706 I G I "  with a n  English rose  
below the  "G " .  A l i n e  i n  t h e  brickwork between the  double window and the  
small door t o  :he e a s t  on t h e  south  w a l l  may i n d i c a t e  t h a t ,  the  e a s t .  wing. 
was a  l a t e r  ex tens ion .  Both t h e  e a s t  and west gable ends a r e  l a i d  i n  
English bond while  the no r th  gable  i s  gene ra l ly  Flemish wi th  a  b e l t  course 
below che l a r g e  gable windows. Below the  c i r c u l a r  window on t h e  e a s t  gable 
end a r e  the  i n i t i a l s  of e i g h t  vestrymem o r  workmen: " I B  - I S  - WL - I S  - 
IC - IT - AD - TB". The b r i c k  bondsof t h e  remaining wa l l s  are q u i t e  va r i ed  

(Check Ono) 

Moved O r 4 g l n a l  Sl le  

S u r r o ~ n d i n g  the  e n t i r e  bu i ld ing  is a low English bond ovolo water  t a b l e  
most of which i s  hidden because of the  changes of  ground l e v e l .  
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o.sCRloE T H E  P R F S L N T  A h 0  O R I G I N A L  ( I f  h o w " )  P H Y I l C A L  A P P E A R A N C E  

Except f o r  the  round window high i n  the e a s t  gable  end and t h e  small  double 
hung window on t h e  no r th  s i d e  of   he e a s t  wing, the  windows throughout t h e  
bu i ld ing  a r e  l a r g e  double windows. The windows appear t o  be s e t  i n  
enlargements of  the  o r i g i n a l  openings as none have any s o r t  of  masonry 
arches  above them. Most of  the f a b r i c  of t hese  windows seems t o  be e a r l y -  
n ine teen th  century ,  probably i n s t a l l e d  a t  t h e  time the  bu i ld ing  was 
reoccupied. 

The coi..,jlex shape of  t h e  church r e s u l t s  i n  a n  unusual i n t e r i o r  arrangement. 
The a l ~ a r  i s  loca ted  i n  the  e a s t  wing, but  the  nave is  i n  t h e  nor th  wing, 
wi th  the  p u l p i t  and c h o i r  a long the  south wa l l .  There were g a l l e r i e s  i n  
the  ends oE both the  no r th  and west wings, but  only the  no r th  g a l l e r y  
surv ives  ; . . r e t a in ing  most of. , i ts  o r i g i n a l , , f a b r i c  inc luding  the  ba lus t r ade .  
With the  exception of  t h e  reading desk, which may be composed of p a r t  
of  t h e  o r i g i n a l  p u l p i t ,  the  g a l l e r y ,  and some of the exposed chamfered 
beams, a l l  of t h e  remaining woodwork inc luding  t h e  pews i s  of  e i t h e r  



I - .  
; L L ! C ~  nea r ly  every Virg in ia  c o l o n i a l  church, Yeocomico underwent d i f f i c u l t  
; r i m e s  i n  the  yea r s  fol lowing the  Revolution. I t  is s a i d  t h a t  dur ing  the  
. :Revolut ion i t s e l f  the  church was used a s  a  bar racks .  I t  was deser ted  
[ a f t e r  t h e  Disestabl ishment  and by the  War of  1812 had f a l l e n  i n t o  g r e a t  
decay. An American p a t r o l  used i t  a s  s h e l t e r  dur ing  t h a t  war,  and thqr 
were reputed to  have made some minor r e p a i r s  t o  the  s t r u c t u r e .  The 
Methodists assumei occupancy of  the church a f t e r  t h e  war, bu t  t h e  
Episcopai ians were a b l e  t o  rec la im i t  by 1844. During the  C i v i l  War the , 
bu i ld ing  was once aga in  used t o  qua r t e r  s o l d i e r s ,  t h i s  time the Confedernic 
Home Guard. Since t h a t  time Yeocomico has  enjoyed, t h e , p l a c i d  ex i s t ence  
of a  r u r a l  Episcopal church al though i t  received a m a j o r  r enoya t iog . in  1906 

land f u r t h e r  r e p a i r s  i n  1928 and aga in  i n  1958-59. 
i 
I 

a. SIGNIFICANCE 
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:'!~~~conL;o Ci~urch, the  only surv iv ing  c o l o n i a l  church i n  Westmoreland County, 
s ~ t i i a ~ ~ i  i n  Cople Par i sh  which was formed i n  1662 from the  lower p a r t  

3: Nomky Oarish. Its name was de r ived . f rom-an  English pa r i sh  where some 
i cf  t h e  ~ ~ z l y  s e t t l e r s  of t h e  a r e a  supposedly o r ig ina ted .  The church i t s e l f  

Z I , L,,k i;> czme from the  nearby Yeocomico River which i n  tu rn  der ived  i ts  
0 / nane f r o n  a  i o c a l  Indian  t r i b e .  - 
1- / U-,e f i r s t  cnurch on the  p resen t  s i t e  was a  frame s t r u c t u r e  e rec t ed  around 

U 
1655 z s  a  chapel  of ease  f o r  Chicacone Pa r i sh ,  then p a r t  of Northumberland 
County. It has genera l ly  been assumed t h a t  t h e  i n s c r i p t i o n  "1706 IGI" 

3 located h igh  on the  south  wal l  of t h e  p resen t  church s i g n i f i e s  the e r e c t i o n  
lx d a t e  of  t hs  e x i s t i n g  bui ld ing .  However, because of the  h igh ly  i r r e g u l a r  

t s r m  of tiie s t r u c t u r e  and the g r e a t  v a r i e t y  of d i f f e r e n t  brickwork p a t t e r n s ,  
rn i t  i s  very  d i f f i c u l t  to  determine whether t h e  church was completed i n  i ts  

Z 1 I ?resent genera l  form by 1706 o r . evo lved  i n t o  i ts  p resen t . fo rm by a l t e r a t i o n s  

- i nn6 additions occurr ing  from the  l a t e - seven teen th  cen tu ry  t o  t h e  e a r l y -  
I s i r ~ n t i e z h  century.  . ~ 

LU I 

i Cespi te  i:;e obscur i ty  of i t s  architecturalhistory,.this perplexing but  
~n 

bu i ld ing  remains one of the  most unusual c o l o n i a l  churches i n  
America. I ts blend of  medieval and c l a s s i c a l  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  f e a t u r e s  

, n a k e s  i t  s i g n i f i c a n t  a s  a  t r a n s i t i o n a l  c o l o n i a l  s t r u c t u r e .  The medieval- 
ry l e  wicket  door,  t h e  only such door surv iv ing  i n  America, flanked by 

d o r i c  p i l a s t e r s  i s  only one i l l u s t r a t i o n  of  t h i s  mixture of  s t y l i s t i c  
/ in f luences .  

\ 
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1 7. nineteenth-or twentieth-century origin. Amazingly the church possesses 

1 :ts original Jacobean-style holy table and octagonal marble font. 
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1 Fortunately, Yeocomico's rural setting has been little changed although 

i a modern cemetery has been located just outside the churchyard walls to 
the north. 1 
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