


17. DESCRIPTION I 

Kiskiack,  o r  the  Lee house, i s  a  s t r u c t u r e  t y p i c a l  of t h e  small  b r i c k  farm 
dwell ings b u i l t  i n  Vi rg in i a  dur ing  the  la te -seventeenth  century .  The house 
is  one-and-a-half s t o r i e s  covered by a  gable roof wi th  a  f i f t y - f i v e  degree 
p i t c h ,  making i t  one of the  s t e e p e s t  of  t h e  period i n  Virg in ia .  A11  four  
w a l l s  a r e  f i n e l y  l a i d  i n  Flemish bond wi th  glazed headers above the beveled 
water  t a b l e ,  w i th  English bond below. Unfortunately the  wa l l s  have been 
pa in ted  a  number of  times,and l a rge  a r e a s  of  the brickwork have been 
clumsily repointed.  Also va r ious  a l t e r a t i o n s  and add i t ions  have r e s u l t e d  i n  
badly sca r red  patches on the  wa l l s .  Apparently because of the  l a t e r  a d d i t i c  
(Sow removed), the  water  t a b l e  has been c u t  o f f  on the end wa l l s  and much 
damaged on the  west wa l l .  The two f i r s t - s t o r y  windows on the south  gable 
have been bricked up, while  t h e  two windows on t h e  no r th  gable have been 
a l t e r e d  i n t o  a  door and smal le r  window. The p a i r  of very  small  windows 
on t h e  second f l o o r  of both gable  ends gene ra l ly  r e t a i n  t h e i r  o r i g i n a l  
d  imens ions.  

I CONDITION 

I N T E G R i T Y  

Probably the  most impressive a r c h i t e c t u r a l  f e a t u r e s  of  Kiskiack a r e  the T- 
shaped chimney s t a c k s  of  the  two i n t e r i o r  end chimneys. The nea r ly  i d e n t i c a  
s t a c k s  a r e  c l a s s i c s  of t h e i r  type,  f e a t u r i n g  superb molded b r i c k  caps. 

I n  keeping wi th  t h e  s t r u c t u r e ' s  c e n t r a l  passage p lan ,  t h e  en t rance  (west) 
facade i s  symmetrical w i th  a  c e n t r a l  doorway. The l a rge  dormer windows 
on t h i s  f r o n t  a r e  twen t i e th  century  replacements of n ine teen th  century  
add i t ions .  Unfortunately,  a l l  bu t  the  masonry po r t ions  of  Kiskiack were 
destroyed when t h e  house caught f i r e  on February 24, 1915. The l a s t  
p r i v a t e  owner of the  house, Francis  . . . Henry ., . Lee, . . d , e s c r i b ~ d  the  i n t - e r i o r  a s  
ke remembered i t  before  t h e  f i r e :  

O E S C n l e E  T H E  P R E S E N T  A N D  O R l C l N A L  ( I fknown) P H Y S I C I L  A P P E A R A N C E  

(Check On*) 

Exce l l en t  Good 0 Foir Oe~eriormtsd Ruins Unexposed 

Wide f l o o r  boards;  s t a i r s  Ion l e f t ,  above turn ing  t o  the  r i g h t , '  
ash  b a n i s t e r ,  c l o s e t  i n  the no r th  room downstairs  i n  the  nor th-  
west corner .  Door in the  no r theas t  s i d e  leading  t o  k i t chen  
when p r e s e n t ,  c l o s e t  under s t e p s .  Open f i r e p l a c e s  downstairs  
only. Wooden pegs and handmade nai l '  used. 

(Check One) 

Al te red  Unaltered 

Whether any of  t h e  o r i g i n a l  i n t e r i o r  t r i m  survived up t o  the  1915 f i r e  i s  
unce r t a in .  

(Cheek One) 

Moved Original Sits @ 

I n  1927 the  house was presumably renovated f o r  occupancy wi th  r e p a i r s  being 
made t o  t h e  roo f ,  f l o o r ,  and w a l l s ,  and t h e  cons t ruc t ion  of  a  back porch 
and pro t ruding  second-f loor  bathroom. I n  1937 the  present  enclosed b r i c k  
ent rance  porch was added, and i n  1953 t h e  r e a r  porch and bathroom were 
removed. 

A t  p re sen t  Kiskiack i s  being preserved s t r u c t u r a l l y  al though t h e  i n t e r i o r  
f a b r i c  is  badly decayed. The r u r a l  s e t t i n g  of  t h e  house has  been preserved 
by the  Naval Weapons S t a t i o n .  A Lee family burying ground i s  loca ted  
n i a rby ,  bu t  only  one monument composed of fraginents of o t h e r  markers 
i d e n t i f i e s  i t s  loca t ion .  
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The o r i g i n a l  t r a c t  of land on which KiskiacK i s  lbca ted  was pa tented  i n  
s e v e r a l  s t a g e s  by a n  i m i g r a n t ,  Henry Lee, who obtained' t h e  f i r s t  p a t e n t ,  
f o r  247 a c r e s ,  i n  1641, and added to  the  p r o p e r t y ' i n  1650 and aga in  i n  
1653. The name of the  house, which i s  spe l l ed  about  e i g h t  d i f f e r e n t  ways, 
was taken from a l o c a l  t r i b e  of  Innlians known a s  the  Kiskiacks. I t  has 
o f t e n  been suggested t h a t  Henry Lee was r e l a t e d  to  the  ances to r s  of General 
Robert E. Lee, bu t  no genealogica l  evidence has been uncovered which would 
support  t h i s .  Of Henry Lee ' s  p o s i t i o n  i n  t h e  colony, i t  i s  known t h a t  he  
served a s  a j u s t i c e  f o r  t h e  Court of York County i n  1646 and was a member 
of the  House of Burgesses i n  1652. Unfortunately,  i t  is  not  known whether 
i t  was Lee himself o r  one of h i s  descendants who b u i l t  t h e  small  b r i ck  
house. A r c h i t e c t u r a l  h i s t o r i a n s  gene ra l ly  agree  t h a t  Kiskiack i s  i n  the  
s t y l e  of  t h e  l a t e - seven teen th  century ,  thus c r e a t i n g  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  t h a t  
i t  was cons t ruc ted  e i t h e r  by Henry ~ e e ' s  son, Henry, Jr . ,  who i n h e r i t e d  
t h e  land i n  1657, o r  by h i s  grandson Wil l iam,who owned the  proper ty  from 
1696 to  1728. ~ i s k i a c k  remained i n  t h e  ownership of  the  Lee family u n t i l  
1918 when i t  and ad jo in ing  lands were, acqui,rred by tb Federal Government. 
The p rope r ty  i s  now t h e  Naval Weapons S ta t ion ,  a high s e c u r i t y  m i l i t a r y  
i n s t a l l a t i o n ,  o f f - l i m i t s  t o  the  gene rq l  pqblic.;  ~ . ~ . , 

Despite  t h e  obscur i ty  of i t s  o r i g i n ,  Kiskiack i s  a r a r e  s u r v i v a l  of  a 
t y p i c a l  e a r l y  Vi rg in i a  country house. The q u a l i t y  of  both i t s  des ign  
and cons t ruc t ion  i s  a testament  t o  t h e  high s tandards  o f  c ra f t smansh ip  
a t t a i n e d  by Virginians dur ing  t h e  f i r s t  century  of se t t lement .  
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