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The co re  of t h e  John Fox, Jr. House was cons t ruc ted  i n  1890 as  a 
c o t t a g e  res idence  f o r  t h e  Fox b r o t h e r s ,  who were supervis ing  t h e i r  mining 
investments i n  Big Stone Gap. During t h e  nex t  twenty years  t h e  smal l  
four-room c o t t a g e  grew i n t o  t h e  present  raqbl ing  twenty-room two-story 
house ' a s  more members of t h e  Fox fami ly  decided to  make i t  t h e i r  home. 

The house 's  foundat ions a r e  s tone ,  and i t s  frame cons t ruc t ion  i s  
covered wi th  dark  brown wood s h i n g l e s .  A long one-story shed porch 
s h e l t e r s  p a r t  o f  t h e  n o r t h  s i d e  and e a s t  end, and a smal le r  screened shed 
porch covers  one gabled s e c t i o n  a f  t h e  west end. Brick chimneys, both  
i n t e r i o r  and e x t e r i o r ,  a r e  randomly placed. Windows and door frames a r e  
p l a i n .  The windows have two-over-two sash.  The s e r i e s  of gable  roo f s  
fo l low an i r r e g u l a r  l i n e .  

The p resen t  f l o o r  p lan  grew around t h e  o r i g i n a l  two-room s i n g l e -  
p i l e  co re  and i s  very  i r r e g u l a r .  A s ing le - run  s t a i r  ascends i n  t h e  
p r i n c i p a l  h a l l ,  a l though it i s  s a i d  t h a t  t h e  upper f l o o r  of t h e  o r i g i n a l  
c o t t a g e  was reached only  by a l adde r .  Walls and c e i l i n g  a r e  p l a s t e r  and 
a r e  decorated w i t h  e i t h e r  ~ a i n t  o r  w a l l  paper. F i r ep laces  wi th  s imple  
mantels  remain i n  a l l  t h e  rooms, even though t h e  h ~ u s e  now has  c e n t r a l  
hea t ing  . 

Located i n  t h e  r e s i d e n t i a l  s e c t i o n  of  Big Stone Gap, t h e  FOX 
1Iouse faces  n o r t h  and i s  s e t  i n  a spacious shady yard  enclosed by a 

f chicken w i r e  fence.  



Big Stone Gap. 
The house remained i n  t he  Fox family u n t i l  the  death in  1971 of 

John Fox's l a s t   remain^ s i s t e r ,  Elizabeth, wife of D r .  Cabell Eloore. The - 
Foxes, o r ig ina l ly  from the Bluegrass sec t ion  of Kentucky, made t h e i r  home 
i n  Big Stone Gap the  center  of a r t ,  cul ture ,  and l i v e l y  entertainment. 
The house i s  now owned by the  Lonesome Pine Arts and Crafts  Association 
and i s  open t o  the public as a museum. 
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The well-knorm Virginia author John Fox, Jr., l ived i n  t he  
ranbling shingle-s tyle  house i n  Big Stone Gap from 1890 u n t i l  h i s  death i n  
1919. Most of Fox's productive years were spe r t  i n  the  house and indeed the  
surrounding mountain regions of Kentucky and Southwest Virginia provided 
insp i ra t ion  f o r  h i s  most popular works. Fox was the  author of two best-  
s e l l i n g  novels, % L i t t l e  Shepherd of Kingdom =, a Civi l  War t a l e ,  and 
The T r a i l  of the  Lonesone Pine, an account of the 1890's mining boom and ---- 
bus t ,  spun i n t o  the  love s to ry  of a young mountain g i r l  and a cul tured 
Kentucky geologist .  Fox also wrote several  other popular novels and a 
number of sketches picturing the  mountaineer and h i s  way of l i f e .  Today 
John Fox is  generally recognized as being adept a t  capturing the  character 
of the  mountains and t h e i r  people, and sympathetically portraying t h e i r  
s t ruggle  t o  cope with the  coming of the  mining boom era  and a more modern 
l i f e  s t y l e .  Fox a l so  explored t he  theme of the  c lash between the  alienated 
sect ions  of Kentucky -- the  genteel  Bluegrass and the  i so la ted  mountains. 

About 1890 two of John Fox's e lder  brothers invested i n  mining 
options around Big Stone Gap, and began construction of the  Fox House. 

1 That year John Fox joined h i s  brothers,  and soon the  r e s t  of h i s  family 
were l i v ing  i n  the  Gap. The house was enlarged t o  accomodate the  John Foxes, 1 Sr . ,  and t h e i r  younger chi ldren.  About 1908 the  house was enlarged once 

1 more, when Fox brought h i s  wife,  Viennese prima donna, F r i t z i  Scheff, t d  1 
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