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1. Name of Property 
historic name Bristol Virginia-Tennessee Slogan Sign 
other nameslsite number 

2. Location 
street & number m s t  State Street N / u  not for publication 
city, town Rristol N/U vicinity 
state Tennessee code TN county Sullivan code TN 163 zip code 37 620  

irv VA Independent City of Bristol VA 520 24201 
3. C l a s s i f e n  
Ownership of Property Category of Property Number of Resources within Property 

private C] building(s) Contributing Noncontributing 
IX] public-local district buildings 

public8tate site sites 
public-Federal structure structures 

[XI object 1 objects 
1 O ~ o t a l  

Name of related multiple property listing: Number of contributing resources reviously 
N/A listed in the National Register ~ 9 - 4  

4. StatelFederal Agency Certification 

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as amended, I hereby certify that this 
nomination [7 request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the 

National Register of the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. 
n 

not meet the National Register criteria See 

signa%rewof certifying ofiiciabe ,ty &ate Historic preservation officer Date 
Tennessee ~istorica? Commission 

State or Federal agency and bureau 
- - - 

I In my opinion, the Property meets n d o e s  not meet the National Register criteria. O s e e  continuation sheet. 

Signature of commenting or other official Date 

State or Federal agency and bureau 

5. National Park Service Certification 
I, hereby, certify that this property is: 

entered in the National Register. - -- .I 

See continuation sheet. 
determined eligible for the National t - 
Register. See continuation sheet. 5 

determined not eligible for the 
National Register. 

removed from the National Register. 
other, (explain:) 

Signature of the Keeper Date of Action 



6. Function or Use 
Historic Functions (enter categories from instructions) Current Functions (enter categories from instructions) 

LANDSCAPE: S t r e e t  f u r n i t u r e f o b l e c t  LANDSCAPE: S t r e e t  f u r n i t u r e f o b i e c t  

7. Description 
Architectural Classification Materials (enter categories from instructions) 
(enter categories from instructions) 

foundation N/  A 
N/A walls N / A  

roof N / A  
other S t e e l  

Describe present and historic physical appearance. 

The most  i d e n t i f i a b l e  l a n d m a r k  o f  t h e  t w i n  c i t i e s  o f  B r i s t o l ,  T e n n e s s e e  and  
V i r g i n i a  i s  t h e  l a r g e  e l e c t r i c  s l o g a n  s i g n  e r e c t e d  o v e r  t h e  s t a t e  l i n e  on  
S t a t e  S t r e e t ,  a t  S e c o n d  a n d  W a s h i n g t o n  S t r e e t s .  

The  B r i s t o l  V i r g i n i a - T e n n e s s e e  S l o g a n  S i g n  i s  c o n s t r u c t e d  o f  s t r u c t u r a l  
s t e e l ,  i s  s i x t y  by  t h i r t y - f i v e  f e e t  a n d  w e i g h s  t w o  a n d  o n e - h a l f  t o n s .  The  
s i g n  c o n t a i n s  l e t t e r s  f r o m  s e v e n  f e e t  t o  t h r e e  f e e t  i n  h e i g h t  a n d  w a s  
o r i g i n a l l y  i l l u m i n a t e d  b y  834  i n c a n d e s c e n t  l a m p s .  The  f i r s t  l i n e  o f  t h e  
s i g n  c o n t a i n e d  t h e  word  BRISTOL. Below w a s  a s t a r ,  t h e  w o r d s  VA - T E N N  and  
PUSH !. . . THAT'S BRISTOL. The l e t t e r s  o f  t h e  l a s t  l i n e  f l a s h e d  a n d  
a r r o w s  p o i n t e d  t o  V i r g i n i a  a n d  T e n n e s s e e .  

The s l o g a n  s i g n  w a s  o r i g i n a l l y  e r e c t e d  on  J u n e  2 8 ,  1 9 1 0 ,  o n  t o p  o f  t h e  
V i r g i n i a - T e n n e s s e e  H a r d w a r e  Company b u i l d i n g  l o c a t e d  o n  T h i r d  a n d  S t a t e  
S t r e e t s ,  i n  B r i s t o l ,  T e n n e s s e e .  The s t e e l  f r a m e  f o r  t h e  s l o g a n  s i g n  was 
c o m p l e t e d  o n  J u l y  1s t  a n d  o n  J u l y  2nd a l l  o f  t h e  l e t t e r s  on t h e  s i g n  w e r e  
hung.  The c o m p l e t e d  s l o g a n  s i g n  was l i g h t e d  f o r  t h e  f i r s t  t i m e  on  J u l y  4 ,  
l 9 l O  d u r i n g  a  p r e s e n t a t i o n  ce remony  by  t h e  B r i s t o l  Gas & E l e c t r i c  Company 
t o  b o t h  c i t i e s .  

I n  1 9 1 3 ,  t h e  o w n e r s  o f  t h e  h a r d w a r e  s t o r e  r e q u e s t e d  t h a t  t h e  s l o g a n  s i g n  b e  
removed f r o m  t h e  t o p  o f  t h e i r  b u i l d i n g  b e c a u s e  i t  was c a u s i n g  damage t o  t h e  
s t r u c t u r e .  A f t e r  t w o  y e a r s  o f  d i s c u s s i o n  i n  b o t h  t o w n s ,  t h e  Greenwood 
A d v e r t i s i n g  Company o f  K n o x v i l l e  removed t h e  s i g n  i n  J a n u a r y  o f  1 9 1 5  f r o m  
t h e  I n t e r s t a t e  H a r d w a r e  Company ( f o r m e r l y  t h e  V i r g i n i a - T e n n e s s e e  Hardware  
Company) b u i l d i n g  f o r  $500 .  They a l s o  made r e p a i r s  a n d  r e l o c a t e d  t h e  s i g n  
a t  t h e  l o c a t i o n  t h e  t w o  g o v e r n m e n t s  a g r e e d  upon  a t  E a s t  S t a t e  S t r e e t  a t  
W a s h i n g t o n  a n d  S e c o n d  S t r e e t .  The s l o g a n  s i g n  was r e m o d e l e d  t o  a l l o w  it t o  
b e  p l a c e d  on p o l e s .  I t  i s  n o t  known a s  t o  wha t  e x t e n t  t h e  s i g n  was 
r e c o n s t r u c t e d ,  a s  t h e  s i g n ' s  w o r d i n g  a n d  s i z e  r e m a i n e d  t h e  same.  The  
r e m o d e l e d  s i g n  w a s  e r e c t e d  o v e r  S t a t e  S t r e e t  i n  A p r i l  1 9 1 5 .  The  b a s e  o f  
t h e  s i g n  was t w e n t y - f i v e  f e e t  a b o v e  t h e  s t r e e t ,  mak ing  t h e  t o p  o f  t h e  s i g n  
f i f t y - t h r e e  f e e t  a b o v e  s t r e e t  l e v e l .  

I n  1 9 1 7 ,  t h e  s l o g a n  s i g n  b e g a n  t~ h a v e  t r o u b l e  k e e p i n g  s e v e r a l  l i g h t  b u l b s  
l i g h t e d .  Workmen i n s t a l l e d  new g r e e n  a n d  r e d  l i g h t s  on  t h e  c e n t e r  o f  t h e  
s i g n ,  b u t  s e v e r a l  w h i t e  o n e s  r e f u s e d  t o  l i g h t .  D i s s a t i s f a c t i o n  o v e r  t h e  
s l o g a n  a r o s e  o n c e  a g a i n ,  s t e m m i n g  f r o m  b a d  p u b l i c i t y  f r o m  b u r n e d  o u t  

@See continuation sheet 



8. Statement of Siqnificance 
Certifying official has considered the significance of this property in relation to other properties: 

II] nationally statewide locally 

Criteria Considerations (Exceptions) A B C rJ D E F G 

Areas of Significance (enter categories from instructions) Period of Significance Significant Dates 

OTHER: C i ty  Boosterism 1910-1938 1910, 1915, 
1921 - 

Cultural Affiliation 

N/A 

Significant Person ArchitectlBuilder 
N/A 

State significance of property, and justify criteria, criteria considerations, and areas and periods of significance noted above. 

The B r i s t o l  V i r g i n i a - T e n n e s s e e  S l o g a n  S i g n  i s  n o m i n a t e d  t o  t h e  N a t i o n a l  
R e g i s t e r  u n d e r  c r i t e r i o n  A f o r  i t s  s i g n i f i c a n c e  t o  t h e  g r e a t e r  B r i s t o l ,  
V i r g i n i a - T e n n e s s e e  a rea .  The B r i s t o l  S l o g a n  S i g n  i s  a n  i m p o r t a n t  o b j e c t  
r e m a i n i n g  f r o m  t h e  p e r i o d  o f  e a r l y  t w e n t i e t h  c e n t u r y  c i t y  b o o s t e r i s m ,  a n d  
t h e  b e g i n n i n g  of e l e c t r i c a l l y  l i g h t e d  s i g n s  i n  t h e  a r e a .  

The  h i s t o r y  o f  t h e  c i t i e s  o f  B r i s t o l ,  V i r g i n i a - T e n n e s s e e  b e g a n  w i t h  t h e  
coming  o f  t h e  r a i l r o a d .  The  N o r f o l k  & W e s t e r n  R a i l r o a d  was c o m p l e t e d  t o  
t h e  s t a t e  l i n e  o f  V i r g i n i a  a n d  T e n n e s s e e  i n  1 8 5 6  a n d  t h e  E a s t  T e n n e s s e e ,  
V i r g i n i a  & G e o r g i a  R a i l r o a d  i n  1 8 5 8 .  The  C i t y  o f  B r i s t o l ,  T e n n e s s e e  was 
c h a r t e r e d  F e b r u a r y  22 ,  1 8 5 6 .  The V i r g i n i a  s i d e  was i n c o r p o r a t e d  i n  t h e  
same y e a r ,  March 5 ,  u n d e r  t h e  name o f  Goodson ( o r  G o o d s o n v i l l e ) .  On 
J a n u a r y  7 ,  1 8 9 0 ,  t h e  t o w n  c o u n c i l  o f  Goodson ,  V i r g i n i a  v o t e d  t o  c h a n g e  t h e  
name o f  t h e  town  t o  B r i s t o l .  B r i s t o l  was t h e  o n l y  r a i l r o a d  c e n t e r  b e t w e e n  
L y n c h b u r g ,  V i r g i n i a  a n d  K n o x v i l l e ,  T e n n e s s e e .  By 1 8 9 1  t w o  o t h e r  r a i l r o a d s  
wen t  t h r o u g h  t h e  t o w n s ,  t h e  S o u t h  A t l a n t i c  & O h i o  a n d  t h e  B r i s t o l ,  
E l i z a b e t h t o n  & N.  C .  

The g r e a t e r  B r i s t o l  a r e a  h a d  a n  e l e c t r i c  l i g h t  p l a n t  i n  1 8 9 1 ,  by 1 9 0 4  t h e  
g a s  a n d  e l e c t r i c  s e r v i c e  was f u r n i s h e d  by  t h e  B r i s t o l  Gas a n d  E l e c t r i c  
Company. I n  1 9 1 0  t h e  B r i s t o l  Gas a n d  E l e c t r i c  Company w a s  s o l d  t o  
D o u g h e r t y  a n d  Company o f  New York. D o u g h e r t y  a n d  Company w e r e  t h e  o w n e r s  
o f  t h e  K n o x v i l l e  E l e c t r i c  Company o t h e r  s i m i l a r  p r o p e r t i e s  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  
c o u n t r y .  Henry  L .  D o u g h e r t y ,  h e a d  o f  t h e  company o f f e r e d  t h e  t h e  t w i n  
c i t i e s  t h e  g i f t  o f  a  l a r g e  e l e c t r i c  s l o g a n  s i g n ,  s i m i l a r  t o  o n e  i n  
Montgomery,  Alabama.  The  new s i g n  was t o  b e  i l l u m i n a t e d  by  i n c a n d e s c e n t  
l i g h t s  a n d  a d v e r t i s e  B r i s t o l ,  a l l  t h e  c i t i e s  n e e d e d  t o  p r o v i d e  w a s  a  
s l o g a n .  The  s l o g a n  f o r  t h e  s i g n ,  " P u s h l .  . . T h a t ' s  B r i s t o l , "  w a s  c o i n e d  
by C h a r l e s  M. Brown,  p r e s i d e n t  o f . t h e  B r i s t o 1 , B o a r d  o f  T r a d e .  B r o w n ' s  
s l o g a n  was mean t  t o  r e f l e c t e d  t h e  t o w n ' s  g r o w i n g  p a i n s .  

'(. 
The t h i r t y - f i v e  f o o t  by  s i x t y  f o o t  s l o g a n  s i g n  a r r i v e d  i n  B r i s t o l  on  a  
s p e c i a l  r a i l r o a d  c a r  i n  J u n e ,  l g l O  a n d  r e p o r t e d l y  c o s t  $ 1 , 1 0 0 .  The  B r i s t o l  
S l o g a n  S i g n  w a s  o r i g i n a l l y  e r e c t e d  o n  t o p  o f  V i r g i n i a - T e n n e s s e e  H a r d w a r e  

R S e e  continuation sheet 



9. Major Bibliographical References 

Previous documentation on file (NPS): N/A 
apreliminary determination of individual listing (36 CFR 67) 

has been requested 
npreviously listed in the National Register 
Opreviously determined eligible by the National Register 
=designated a National Historic Landmark 
nrecorded by Historic American Buildings 

Survey # 
Orecorded by Historic American Engineering 

Record # 

rn See continuation sheet 

Primary location of additional data: rn State historic preservation office 
rn Other State agency 

Federal agency 
Local government - 

U University rn Other 
Specify repository: 

10. Geographical Data 

Acreage of property l e s s  t h a n  one a c r e  

UTM References 
A U  1 3 1 9 1 4 I 3 1 7 1 O l  1 4 ~ 0 1 5 1 0 1 5 1 0 1 0 ~  

Zone Easting Northing 
B W  u u 

Zone Easting Northing 

O s e e  continuation sheet 
B r i s t o l ,  TN-VA 206SW 

Verbal Boundary Description 

The boundar ies  f o r  t h e  B r i s t o l  V i rg in ia -Tennessee  S logan S i g n  i n c l u d e  t h e  s i g n  
and i t s  f o o t i n g s .  

a ~ e e  continuation sheet 

Boundary Justification 

The boundar ies  f o r  t h e  B r i s t o l  V i rg in ia -Tennessee  S logan S i g n  a r e  s u f f i c i e n t  t o  
p r o t e c t  i t s  h i s t o r i c  s i g n i f i c a n c e .  

:. .. O s e e  continuation sheet 

. .. ' V"" "S"a,sU Y, 

name/title S h e l l e y  I r e s o n  Edwards,Researcher and E l i z a b e t h  A. Straw, H l s t . r r e s .  S p e c l a l l s t  
organizationBristol H i s t o r i c a l  Assoc., T.H.C. date " lY8' - - 
street a number P. 0. Box 216 701  Broadway telephone (703'bbY bB>7'b1')14L 

city or town B r i s t o l  N a s h v i l l e  state zip code ' - 37 



United States Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 

National Register of Historic Places 
Continuation Sheet 

Section number 4 Page 2 B r i s t o l  V i r g i n i a - T e n n e s s e e  S l o g a n  S i g n  

A s  t h e  d e s i g n a t e d  a u t h o r i t y  u n d e r  t h e  N a t i o n a l  H i s t o r i c  P r e s e r v a t i o n  
A c t  o f  1 9 6 6 ,  a s  a m e n d e d ,  I h e r e b y  c e r t i f y  t h a t  t h i s  n o m i n a t i o n  m e e t s  
t h e  d o c u m e n t a t i o n  s t a n d a r d s  f o r  r e g i s t e r i n g  p r o p e r t i e s  i n  t h e  N a t i o n a l  
R e g i s t e r  o f  H i s t o r i c  P l a c e s  a n d  meets t h e  p r o c e d u r a l  and  p r o f e s s i o n a l  
r e q u i r e m e n t s  se t  f o r t h  i n  3 6  CFR P a r t  6 0 .  I n  my o p i n i o n ,  t h e  p r o p e r t y  

X m e e t s  d o e s  n o t  m e e t  t h e  N a t i o n a l  R e g i s t e r  c r i t e r i a .  

Di rec tor ,  Vi rg in ia  Division of H i s t o r i c  Landmarks 
S t a t e  o r  F e d e r a l  a g e n c y  and  b u r e a u  



United States Department of the Interior 
National Park Sewice 

National Register of Historic Places 
Continuation Sheet 

Section number Page B r i s t o l  V i r g i n i a - T e n n e s s e e  S l o g a n  S i g n  

l i g h t s ,  u s u a l l y  w i t h  c o m b i n a t i o n s  o f  " P u . . !  . . . T h a t ' s  B r i s t o l "  o r  
" . . s h ! .  . . T h a t ' s  B r i s t o l . "  I n  1 9 2 1 ,  a new S l o g a n  Campaign was a n n o u n c e d  
and  on A p r i l  3 0 ,  1 9 2 1 ,  a new s l o g a n ,  " B r i s t o l .  . . A Good P l a c e  t o  L i v e "  
was a d o p t e d .  The new s l o g a n  r e p l a c e d  t h e  o l d  s l o g a n  on  t h e  b o t t o m  l i n e  o f  
t h e  s i g n  w i t h  l i t t l e  m o d i f i c a t i o n  t o  t h e  o r i g i n a l  s i g n .  The new w o r d i n g  
i n c r e a s e d  t h e  number  o f  l i g h t  b u l b s  t o  1 , 3 3 2 .  The e x a c t  d a t e  t h a t  t h e  new 
s l o g a n  was p l a c e d  on  t h e  s i g n  h a d  n o t  b e e n  d e t e r m i n e d .  

The s l o g a n  s i g n  a p p a r e n t l y  h a d  o n l y  m i n i m a l  m a i n t e n a n c e  f o r  s e v e r a l  y e a r s ;  
p r i m a r i l y  t h e  r e p l a c e m e n t  o f  l i g h t b u l b s  a n d  t h e  p a i n t i n g  o f  t h e  s t e e l  
f r a m e .  I n  1 9 6 9 ,  a  m a j o r  c a m p a i g n  was s t a r t e d  t o  remove t h e  B r i s t o l  S l o g a n  
S i g n  c i t i n g  d e t e r i o r a t i o n  a n d  r u s t i n g  o f  t h e  a n g l e  j o i n t s ,  h o w e v e r ,  no 
a c t i o n  was t a k e n .  I n  t h e  1 9 7 0 s ,  t h e  s i g n  was r e p a i n t e d  a n d  i n  1 9 8 2 ,  t a l k  
a b o u t  r e m o v i n g  t h e  s i g n  r e s u r f a c e d .  A s  a  r e s u l t  a  " S a v e  Our S i g n "  Campaign 
s t a r t e d  r e s u l t i n g  i n  t h e  r e f u r b i s h i n g  o f  t h e  s l o g a n  s i g n  i n c l u d i n g  new 
a n g l e  i r o n s ,  b o l t s  a n d  a luminum s u p p o r t  p o l e s .  The  s i g n  was r e p a i n t e d  a n d  
a  new s y n c h r o n i z e r  i n s t a l l e d  t o  c r e a t e  t h e  f l a s h i n g  l i g h t s  a n d  a r r o w s .  

The B r i s t o l  V i r g i n i a - T e n n e s s e e  S l o g a n  S i g n  r e m a i n s  s t a n d i n g  i n  i t s  1 9 1 5  
l o c a t i o n  a n d  r e t a i n s  i t s  o r i g i n a l  a p p e a r a n c e .  Only m i n o r  a l t e r a t i o n s  h a v e  
o c c u r r e d  t o  t h e  o r i g i n a l  s i x t y  f o o t  by  t h i r t y - f i v e  f o o t  s t r u c t u r a l  s t e e l  
s i g n .  
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Section number Page A n r i s t o l  y i x g i n i a - ~ e n n e s s e e  S l ~ g a n  S i g n  

Company b u i l d i n g  l o c a t e d  on T h i r d  a n d  S t a t e  S t r e e t s ,  i n  B r i s t o l ,  T e n n e s s e e .  
The s i g n  was l o c a t e d  d i r e c t l y  a c r o s s  f r o m  t h e  B r i s t o l  ( V i r g i n i a )  R a i l r o a d  
S t a t i o n  ( N R  1 1 / 2 8 / 8 0 ) .  "The mammoth s l o g a n  s i g n  . . . was f o r m a l l y  
p r e s e n t e d  t o  t h e  C i t y  a n d  a c c e p t e d  by  t h e  two m a y o r s ,  Monday e v e n i n g  a t  9  
o ' c l o c k .  . . ." on J u l y  4 ,  1 9 1 0  . ' ' It  was a  g l o r i o u s  d a y  i n  B r i s t o l .  . . 
t h e  t u r n i n g  on  o f  t h e  t h o u s a n d  l i g h t s  i n  t h e  m a g n i f i c e n t  new s i g n ,  w h i c h  
was w i t n e s s e d  by  t h o u s a n d s . "  The s l o g a n  s i g n  was t u r n e d  on by  Mayor R i c e  
o f  B r i s t o l ,  V i r g i n i a  a n d  Mayor Gammon o f  B r i s t o l ,  T e n n e s s e e  made t h e  s p e e c h  
o f  a c c e p t a n c e .  The  J u l y  6 ,  1 9 1 0  e d i t o r i a l  o f  t h e  B r i s t o l  H e r a l d  C o u r i e r  
s t a t e d :  

The t u r n i n g  on  o f  t h e  b i g  e l e c t r i c  s l o g a n  
s i g n ,  d o n a t e d  t o  t h e  c i t y  by  t h e  B r i s t o l  Gas 
a n d  E l e c t r i c  Company, was t h e  f e a t u r e  i n  
w h i c h  B r i s t o l i a n s  w e r e  mos t  i n t e r e s t e d .  
T h e r e  a r e  o n l y  t w o  o r  t h r e e  o t h e r  s u c h  s i g n s  
i n  t h e  c o u n t r y ,  we b e l i e v e ,  a n d  p e r h a p s  o n l y  
o n e  o t h e r  i n  t h e  s o u t h .  T h i s  s i g n  i s  l o c a t e d  
a t  a  p o i n t  n e a r  t h e  d e p o t ,  w h e r e  i t  w i l l  
c a t c h  t h e  a t t e n t i o n  a n d  win  t h e  a d m i r a t i o n  o f  
p a s s e n g e r s  on a l l  t r a i n s .  I t  i s  a n  immense 
s i g n ,  a t t r a c t i v e  i n  d e s i g n ,  a n d  c a n  b e  s e e n  
many m i l e s  away a t  n i g h t .  

I n  1 9 1 3 ,  t h e  o w n e r s  o f  t h e  h a r d w a r e  s t o r e  r e q u e s t e d  t h a t  t h e  s i g n  b e  
removed f r o m  t h e  t o p  o f  t h e i r  b u i l d i n g  b e c a u s e  i t  was c a u s i n g  damage t o  t h e  
s t r u c t u r e .  A f t e r  t w o  y e a r s  o f  d i s c u s s i o n  by  b o t h  town  g o v e r n m e n t s ,  t h e  
Greenwood A d v e r t i s i n g  Company o f  K n o x v i l l e  w a s  h i r e d  i n  1 9 1 5  t o  remove t h e  
s i g n  f rom t h e  I n t e r s t a t e  Hardware  Company b u i l d i n g ,  make r e p a i r s  a n d  
r e l o c a t e  t h e  s i g n  o v e r  S t a t e  S t r e e t  a t  W a s h i n g t o n  a n d  S e c o n d  S t r e e t .  The 
company w a s  p a i d  $ 5 0 0  f o r  t h e  r e p a i r s  a n d  r e l o c a t i o n .  Each c i t y  a g r e e d  t o  
c o v e r  h a l f  o f  t h e  c o s t .  The s i g n  h a d  t o  b e  r e m o d e l e d  t o  a l l o w  i t  t o  b e  
p l a c e d  on p o l e s ,  t o  wha t  e x t e n t  t h e  s i g n  was r e c o n s t r u c t e d  i s  unknown,  a s  
t h e  s i g n ' s  w o r d i n g  a n d  s i z e  r e m a i n e d  t h e  same.  The  r e m o d e l e d  s i g n  was 
e r e c t e d  o v e r  S t a t e  S t r e e t  i n  A p r i l  1 9 1 5 .  The b a s e  o f  t h e  s i g n  s t o o d  
t w e n t y - f i v e  f e e t  a b o v e  t h e  s t r e e t ,  mak ing  t h e  t o p  o f  t h e  s i g n  f i f t y - t h r e e  
f e e t  a b o v e  s t r e e t  l e v e l .  

I n  a  l e t t e r  d a t e d  J a n u a r y  1 2 ,  1 9 1 5 ;  f rom Sam ~ a n c e ,  G e n e r a l  Manager o f  t h e  
B r i s t o l  Gas & E l e c t r i c  Company, B r i s t o l ,  T e n n e s s e e - V i r g i n i a  t o  Mr. S. G .  
K e l l e r ,  C o m m i s s i o n e r ,  B r i s t o l ,  T e n n e s s e e .  Vance s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e  company 
would  " c o n t i n u e  t o  m a i n t a i n  a n d  i i g h t .  . ." t h e  s l o g a n  s i g n  a t  i t s  ". . . 
new l o c a t i o n  t h e  same a s  i n  t h e  p a s t  d u r i n g  t h e  l i f e  o f  t h e  p r e s e n t  W h i t e  
Way c o n t r a c t  w i t h o u t  a n y  c h a r g e s  t o  t h e  c i t y . "  The company r e s e r v e d  
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". . . t h e  r i g h t  o f  a s s u r a n c e  f r o m  b o t h  c i t i e s  t h a t  t h e  s i g n  w i l l  b e  e r e c t e d  
s a t i s f a c t o r i l y  i n  a l l  i t s  p a r t s ,  a n d  i n  a s u b s t a n t i a l  a n d  s a f e  m a n n e r ,  a n d  
t o  b e  e r e c t e d  u n d e r  t h e  s u p e r v i s i o n  o f  o n e  o r  more e n g i n e e r s .  . ." 
A t  t h e  t i m e  t h e  s i g n  was p l a c e d  o v e r  S t a t e  S t r e e t ,  i t  w a s  s u g g e s t e d  t h a t  
t h e  w o r d i n g  o f  t h e  S l o g a n :  " P u s h ! .  . . T h a t ' s  B r i s t o l "  b e  c h a n g e d .  
However ,  no c h a n g e s  w e r e  made a t  t h a t  t i m e .  I n  A p r i l ,  1 9 2 1  W .  A .  
H i d d l e s o n ,  G e n e r a l  Manager  o f  t h e  B r i s t o l  Gas a n d  E l e c t r i c  Company, 
p r o p o s e d  t h a t  a s l o g a n  c h a n g e  b e  made i n  t h e  s i g n  d o n a t e d  a n d  m a i n t a i n e d  by 
h i s  company d u r i n g  a  s p e e c h  a t  t h e  B r i s t o l  A d v e r t i s i n g  C l u b .  The B r i s t o l  
A d v e r t i s i n g  C l u b  o f f e r e d  a  $10  p r i z e  f o r  t h e  "most  a p p r o p r i a t e  s l o g a n ,  a n d  
t h e  o n e  w h i c h  w i l l  i m m e d i a t e l y  r e p l a c e  ' P u s h !  T h a t ' s  B r i s t o l . ' "  I t  t o o k  
a p p r o x i m a t e l y  o n e  month  f o r  t h e  A d v e r t i s i n g  C l u b  t o  come u p  w i t h  a  new 
s l o g a n  f o r  t h e  s i g n .  The B r i s t o l  H e r a l d  C o u r i e r  a n n o u n c e d  t h e  w i n n e r  o f  
t h e  c o n t e s t  on A p r i l  3 0 ,  1 9 2 1 .  The b e s t  s l o g a n  s u b m i t t e d  was " B r i s t o l .  . . 
A Good P l a c e  To L i v e . "  The s l o g a n  was c o i n e d  by  James  T. C e c i l ,  p r e s i d e n t  
o f  t h e  I n t e r s t a t e  Hardware  a n d  S u p p l y  Company o f  B r i s t o l ,  p r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  
C o u n t r y  C l u b  Land Company, v i c e - p r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  B r i s t o l  C o u n t r y  C l u b ,  
d i r e c t o r  o f  t h e  R o t a r y  C l u b  o f  B r i s t o l ,  d i r e c t o r  o f  t h e  Dominion N a t i o n a l  
Bank,  d i r e c t o r  o f  t h e  Chamber o f  Commerce, d i r e c t o r  o f  t h e  K i n g ' s  M o u n t a i n  
M e m o r i a l  H o s p i t a l ,  a n d  t r e a s u r e r  o f  t h e  U n i t e d  War Work Campaign f u n d .  
C e c i l  was i n e l i g i b l e  f o r  t h e  t e n  d o l l a r  p r i z e .  

Bo th  t h e  e l e c t r i c  s l o g a n  s i g n  a n d  t h e  s l o g a n  i t s e l f  h a d  a  g r e a t  i m p a c t  on 
B r i s t o l .  A f t e r  t h e  s l o g a n  s i g n  w a s  e r e c t e d ,  s e v e r a l  o t h e r  e l e c t r i c a l l y  
l i g h t e d  s i g n s  a n d  s t r e e t  l i g h t s  b e g a n  t o  a p p e a r  i n  t h e  t w i n  c i t i e s .  On 
O c t o b e r  2 7 ,  1 9 1 1 ,  t h e  B r i s t o l  H e r a l d  C o u r i e r  r e p o r t e d  t h a t  when t h e  
D o u g h e r t y  a n d  Company e n t e r e d  B r i s t o l ,  t h e r e  was n o t  a  s i n ~ l e  e l e c t r i c  s i g n  - ~ - - 
i n  t h e  c i t y  a n d  was now o n e  o f  t h e  b e s t  l i g h t e d  c i t y  o f  i t s  s i z e  i n  t h e  
s o u t h  w i t h  s c o r e s  o f  e l e c t r i c  s i g n s  a n d  m i d n i g h t  window l i g h t i n g  
c o n t r i b u t i n g  t o  t h e  c i t y ' s  g r e a t  w h i t e  ways ."  O t h e r  e l a b o r a t e  e l e c t r i c  
s i g n s  i n  t h e  a r e a  d u r i n g  t h e  same p e r i o d  i n c l u d e d  t h e  Goodwyn C o a l  a n d  I c e  
Company s i g n  w i t h  f l a s h i n g  w o r d s  "Phone 5 4 7 , "  a n d  t h e  name o f  t h e  company 
i n  l a r g e  l e t t e r s  a n d  a  b o r d e r  t h a t  h a d  a  c r e e p i n g  o r  r u n n i n g  e f f e c t .  T h i s  
s i g n  c o n t a i n e d  more  t h a n  500 l a m p s ;  ( 2 0 0  r e d  a n d  300 w h i t e ) .  

I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  e l e c t r i c a l l y  l i g h t e d  a d v e r t i s i n g  s i g n s  i n  t h e  c i t y  t h e r e  
w e r e  e l e c t r i c  a r c h e s  l o c a t e d  o v e r  t h e  s t r e e t s  f o r m i n g  what  was known a s  t h e  
"Whi te  Way." The B r i s t o l ,  V i r g i n i a  m i n u t e  b o o k s  m e n t i o n  t h a t  t h e  B r i s t o l  
Gas & E l e c t r i c  Company p r o p o s e d  t h a t  a  "Welcome" s i g n  b e  l o c a t e d  a t  F r o n t  
S t r e e t  a n d  F o u r t h  S t r e e t  a n d  a t ' t h e  l o c a t i o n  o f  Cumber land  S t r e e t  a n d  F r o n t  
S t r e e t  a "Hydro E l e c t r i c  Power" ' s i g n .  The company a g r e e d  t o  p u r c h a s e  a n d  
e r e c t  1 3  a r c h e s  ( e a c h  a r c h  t o  h a v e  20-40 w a t t  t u n g s t e n  l a m p s )  a n d  t h e  two  
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s i g n s  t o  b e  m a i n t a i n e d  a n d  o p e r a t e d  d u r i n g  t h e  l i f e  o f  t h e  "Whi te  Way" 
c o n t r a c t .  

S i g n s  i m i t a t i n g  t h e  B r i s t o l  S l o g a n  S i g n  b e g a n  a p p e a r i n g  i n  o t h e r  c i t i e s  i n  
t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s .  On O c t o b e r  2 6 ,  1 9 1 0 ,  t h e  B r i s t o l  H e r a l d  Co .d r i e r  
r e p o r t e d  " B r i s t o l ,  P e n n s y l v a n i a ,  i m i t a t e s  Busy B r i s t o l ,  V i r g i n i a -  
T e n n e s s e e . "  B r i s t o l ,  P e n n s y l v a n i a  c o n s t r u c t e d  a s i g n  s i m i l a r  t o  t h e  
B r i s t o l  S l o g a n  S i g n .  The w o r d i n g  on t h e  B r i s t o l ,  P e n n s y l v a n i a  s i g n  was 
" D o n ' t  F o r g e t  B r i s t o l , "  h o w e v e r ,  t h e  s i g n  was n o t  e l e c t r i c a l l y  l i g h t e d .  I n  
1 9 1 3  t h e  n e w s p a p e r  r e p o r t e d  t h a t  E .  B. C h i s h o l m ,  s u p e r i n t e n d e n t  o f  t h e  
e l e c t r i c  l i g h t  company ,  o f  C u p c i o ,  M i s s i s s i p p i  w r o t e  t o  B r i s t o l  o f f i c i a l s  
s e e k i n g  i n f o r m a t i o n  a b o u t  t h e  " B i g  E l e c t r i c  E x h i b i t "  e s p e c i a l l y  B r i s t o l ' s  
a t t r a c t i v e  e l e c t r i c  s l o g a n  s i g n .  The l e t t e r  t e l l s  o f  a r e c e n t  v i s i t  t o  
B r i s t o l  by  t h e  mayor  o f  C u p c i o  a n d  s t a t e s  t h e  e x e c u t i v e  was d e e p l y  
i m p r e s s e d  w i t h  t h e  B r i s t o l  s i g n .  C h i s h o l m  was a p p a r e n t l y  a n x i o u s  f o r  f u l l  
i n f o r m a t i o n  s i n c e  t h e  M i s s i s s i p p i  m u n i c i p a l i t y  w a n t e d  s i m i l a r  e v i d e n c e s  o f  
p u s h  a n d  p r o s p e r i t y .  

The 1 9 2 1  s l o g a n .  " B r i s t o l .  . . A Good P l a c e  t o  L i v e , "  p u t  new l i f e  i n t o  
a d v e r t i s i n g  t h e  C i t y  o f  B r i s t o l .  L e t t e r h e a d s  on  s t a t i o n e r y  s o o n  c a r r i e d  
t h e  new s l o g a n  a n d  t h e  B r i s t o l  Chamber o f  Commerce i m m e d i a t e l y  s t a r t e d  t o  
u s e  t h e  new s l o g a n  t o  a d v e r t i s e  t h e  t o w n .  D r .  W .  E .  M a r t i n ,  p r e s i d e n t  o f  
S u l l i n s  C o l l e g e ,  i n  a  s p e e c h  d e l i v e r e d  t o  t h e  B r i s t o l  A d v e r t i s i n g  C l u b  a  
d e c l a r e d  t h a t  t h e  " a r t  o f  b o o s t i n g  s h o u l d  b e  t a u g h t  i n  t h e  s c h o o l s . "  D r .  
M a r t i n  a d m o n i s h e d  b u s i n e s s m e n  t o  b o o s t  t h e i r  w a r e s ,  t h e i r  l i n e  o f  b u s i n e s s ,  
t h e i r  c i t y ,  a n d  t h e  v a r i o u s  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  a n d  i n s t i t u t i o n s  o f  t h e i r  c i t y .  
"The man who d o e s n ' t  b e l i e v e  t h a t  o u r  new s l o g a n ,  ' B r i s t o l ,  a  Good P l a c e  To 
L i v e , '  i s  n o t  t r u e  i n  e v e r y  r e s p e c t ,  i s  n o t  a  good c i t i z e n , "  

The B r i s t o l  S l o g a n  S i g n  a p p e a r s  t o  h a v e  s t o o d  f o r  s e v e r a l  y e a r s  w i t h  l i t t l e  
a t t e n t i o n  p a i d  t o  i t  o t h e r  t h a n  a n  o c c a s i o n a l  p h o t o g r a p h  a n d  m i n i m a l  
m a i n t e n a n c e ,  b u t  i n  1 9 6 9 ,  The G r e a t e r  B r i s t o l  Area  Chamber o f  Commerce 
recommended t h a t  t h e  s i g n  b e  t o r n  down f o r  t h e  s a f e t y  o f  t h e  c i t i z e n s  o f  
t h e  C i t y .  The s i g n ,  a c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e i r  r e s o l u t i o n s ,  " h a s  become h a z a r d o u s ,  
n o t  o n l y  t o  t h e  p e r s o n s  who m a i n t a i n  i t ,  b u t  a l s o  t o  t h e  p u b l i c  a t  l a r g e ,  
and  e s p e c i a l l y  t o  t r a f f i c  p a s s i n g  b e n e a t h  s a i d  s i g n ,  d u e  t o  t h e  
d e t e r i o r a t i o n  a n d  r u s t i n g  o f  t h e  j o i n t s  o f  t h e  a n g l e  s t e e l .  I t  would  
a p p e a r  t h a t  it would  b e  n e c e s s a r y  t o  e i t h e r  make e x t e n s i v e  r e p a i r s  t o  s a i d  
s i g n  o r  r e p l a c e  t h e  same."  The s i g n  was n o t  removed a n d  t h e  o n l y  
m a i n t e n a n c e  a p p e a r s  t o  h a v e  b e e n  a  p a i n t  j o b  d u r i n g  t h e  1 9 7 0 s .  

I n  1 9 8 2  a n  e f f o r t  t o  remove t h e  ' s i g n  s t a r t e d  o n c e  a g a i n ,  a n d  a s  a r e s u l t  
e d i t o r i a l s  i n  The B r i s t o l  H e r a l d  C o u r i e r  c a l l e d  f o r  a ' S a v e  Our S i g n '  
c a m p a i g n ,  w h i l e  many c i t i z e n s  s p o k e  o u t  a g a i n s t  t h e  C h a m b e r ' s  a c t i o n .  The 
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S a v e  Our S i g n  F u n d r a i s i n g  C o m m i t t e e ,  a  Community I n v o l v e m e n t  P r o j e c t  o f  
r a d i o  s t a t i o n  WFHG a n d  t h e  B r i s t o l  J a y c e e s ,  w i t h  t r e m e n d o u s  p u b l i c i t y  by  
t h e  B r i s t o l  H e r a l d  C o u r i e r ,  l a u n c h e d  a s u c c e s s f u l  c a m p a i g n  w h i c h  r a i s e d  
e n o u g h  money t o  h a v e  t h e  s i g n  r e s t o r e d  t o  s a f e t y .  New a n g l e  i r o n s ,  b o l t s  
a n d  s u p p o r t  p o l e s  w e r e  a d d e d  t o  s t a b i l i z e  t h e  s i g n  a n d  a new s y n c h r o n i z e r  
was a d d e d  t o  a l l o w  t h e  l i g h t s  t o  b l i n k  o n c e  a g a i n .  The B r i s t o l  V i r g i n i a  - 
T e n n e s s e e  S l o g a n  S i g n  r e m a i n s  s t a n d i n g  i n  t h e  l o c a t i o n  it h a s  h a d  f o r  o v e r  
s e v e n t y  y e a r s  a s  a  r e m i n d e r  o f  C i t y  B o o s t e r i s m  a n d  t h e  a d v e n t  o f  
e l e c t r i c a l l y  l i g h t e d  a d v e r t i s i n g  s i g n s .  
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