
United States Department of the Interior 
Heritage Conservation and Recreation Service 

National Register of Historic Places 
Inventory-Nomination Form 
See instructlonet in How to Complete Natlonel Register Forms 
Type all entrles-complete applicable sections 

1 Name 
historic - ~ r t  -- ~ l i f t m  hd-logical --- site ( P -1 .- - 
andlor common mrt (Slifton 

2. Location 
street L number w -- - not for publication 

city, town Colonid. Heights -?! vic~nlty of congreaaional dlstrtct 4th, lbbert W. Danivl, Jr . - - -  ----- 

51 state Virginia code county W 5ZkLe 

3. Classlf ication 
Category n o r h i p  status Prewnt  Ume - dlstrlct % publlc occupied - agriculture - museum 
- bulldlng(a) - private unoccupied - commorclal A park 
- structure - both - work in p r o g r e ~  2- eduutional -- private residence 

site Public Acquimltion Accorsiblo - entemlnment - religlour 
- object - in process yes: restricted g o v e r n m e n t  - sclrntnlc 

. - being conridered .. yea: unrestricted . - Ipdudrlrl - transportation 
- no - mllltary - other: 

4. Owner of Property a -  

name City of Colonial Heights c/o Mkpr 

atreet & number W d p a l  Building . 

clty, town m l d a l  Heif&* . - vlclnity of state Virginia . 

courthouse, -Istry of deeds, rtc. Cblonial Heights Court Hause 

rtreet & number mcipal -- 
cltv. town Cblonial Heights 

state 
Virginia 

- .  ---- 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys 
Vireinia Research (;enter for Arcnaeolw -- 

t i t ~ ~  gite Survey Form C44CF73) --. ha8 thlr property baeh determined eleglbk? - *a AL no 

date 1976 X - tedsral - state - county - local 

dOpository for 8uwey records Virgini.a Oenter for Arwlogy - - 
cny,b,,,n College of William and Mtuy, Wren fitchen Virginia 23186 

state 



7. , Description 

Yd"" Check one Check oc#r - excellent - deteriorated 2 unaltered 2 originel she 
- good -A rulnr - altered m o v e d  date 1&64 

falr - unerpoaed 
-- 

Describe the prement and original (H known) physical appoarmco 

of Colonial Height s . 
I n  1978 the VRCA conducted an archaeological survey of the Fort Cl i f ton  His tor ic  P x 4 .  

Several archaeological components were ident i f ied.  These included two ba t t e ry  emp1acemei:ts 
aligned along a northweat-aoutheast ax i s  and overlooking the r i v e r  and a 19th century domes- 
t i c  site ( 4 4 ~ ~ 7 3 , b i g u r e  I). f 

The northern ba t te ry  of Fort Cl if ton cons is t s  of a two sec t ion  parapet. One sec t ion  
is ten f e e t  high, 250 f e e t  long and curvi l inear .  A second, lower parapet sect ion is only 
two f e e t  i n  height and extends i n  a southwesterly d i rec t ion  f o r  250 f e e t ,  terminating near 
the  19th  century house foundation. 

Nearer the r ive r ,  the southern ba t te ry  sweeps a 420 foot  a rc ,  interrupted by a circi.?:t.ar 
gun emplacement which protrudes t o  the cast .  Gaps i n  the  parapet suggect the presence of six 
embrasures, whereas four  earthen mounds d i r e c t l y  behind the parapet appear t o  be powder 
magazines. A low parapet aection, comparable i n  height t o  the one i n  the  northern b a t t e ~ y ,  
extends 220 f e e t ,  curving t o  the southeast. The L-shaped brick foundation of a 19th century 
domestic s t ruc tu re  lies t o  the w e s t  of the Fort Cl if ton ba t t e r i e s ,  t he  remains of the  Cl i f ton  
house ehown on severa l  l a t e  19th century maps. 

The archaeological remains of Fort Cl if ton and the Clif ton house have survived i n t a c t  
and a r e  present ly preserved within the confines of the park property. The property is 
present ly covered with pine and hardwood forestat ion,  interrupted with nature t rai ls(Figi l re  2) 

According t o  l o c a l  informants, M e d i a t e l y  off shore i n  the Appomattox River a r e  t h ~  
submerged remains of a Union gunboat, sunk by gunfire  emineting from Fort  C l i f t on  on May 3 ,  
1864. As  t he  exact loca t ion  of t h i s  shipwreck has not been ve r i f i ed  by a nau t i ca l  archap-.- 
ological  survey, i ts  presumed locat ion i e  not included within the  nominated acreage. 



8. - Sianificance 

Pwiod Amaa of Ugniftcmmo-Clnck and juatlfy below 
- pmhlatorlc - archsology-prehlrtorlc - community plannlng - Iadrcapo arch i tec ture  ~ i lg lon  
- 1400-1 4BB archrology-hlstork - conwwstlon - im - aclence 
- 150&1599 - agrltulture econamlc# . Ilkrature - sculpture 
- 1600-1699 - architecture 6duc.tkn x military - roclail 
- 1700-1799 - art - englmrlng - muslc humsnltrdan 

1800-1899 - commsrccr - exploratlonhenlement - phlloaophy - theater 
- 1900- - communication8 - lndurtry - pollticdgowrnment transportation 

y *  + W . . k  -- lnventlon ' 2 o t w  (apeclfy) 
.II! + ---- - public 

bpecitic dmtea b y ,  June 1864 EuI~d.r/A)chitect medemte A q y  -- 
Statement of Sianlflcance (In one paragraph) 

The Fort Cl if ton Archaeological S i t e  i n  Colonial Heights, Virginia,  includes the  
i n t a c t  archaeological r e m i n s  on Confederate Fort Clifton, a s  well  a s  those of a 19th 
century domestic s i t e ,  the house t r ad i t i ona l ly  known as Clifton. Port Cl i f ton  was the 
s i t e  of three major confrontations between Union and Confederate forces  i n  1864 during 
the Petersburg campaign. The remains of Fort Cl if ton a r e  representat ive of C iv i l  War 
mi l i ta ry  f o r t i f i c a t i o n s  and therefore have inherent research value. The Fort Cl i f ton  
s i t e  has g rea t  public s ignif icance t o  the people of Colonial Heights f o r  whom the f o r t  
is an h p o r t a n t  l o c a l  landmark and a source of l oca l  pride. In te rpre t ive  f a c i l i t i e s  
a t  the park f u l f i l l  a public educational miaaion by informing t o u r i s t s  and loca l  resi- 
dents  about Fort  Cl if ton 's  r o l e  i n  Civ i l  War history. Thus the Fort Cl i f ton  His tor ic  
Park makes a s ign i f i can t  contr ibut ion t o  public education and enjoyment and contr ibutes  
grea t ly  t o  cornunity enhancement. 

ha t  time the  upland porticya 
t the  17th, 18 th  and 19th 

centur ies  the  land near the  m u t h  of swif t ' s  Creek and the  ~ ~ ~ o r n a t t o x  River was i n  con- 
t t n ~ o u s  ag r i cu l tu ra l  use. 

BY the  1850's the  property, which by then had become known as the Cl i f ton  t r a c t ,  
was owned by Ottoway and Elizabeth Hare. The Hare8 sold it t o  Alexander Jones, whose 
1860 w i l l  conveyed i t  t o  h i s  brother, James Jones. Inmediately p r io r  t o  the C iv i l  War, 
James Jones sold Cl i f ton  t o  W i l l i a m  H. Crow, who owned the property a t  the  time Fort  
Cl i f ton  was b u i l t .  crow's name appears on an 1867 Union map of the  area, which a l s o  
depicts  Fort  Cl i f ton ,  whereas an 1863 map by a Confederate cartographer a t t r i b u t e s  
the property t o  i ts  former owners, the Hares. 

I n  1864, when the C iv i l  War was drawing t o  a close, the  Confederate army b u i l t  a 
l i n e  of defense6 protect ing Petersburg and, ultimately, Richmond. Confederate Brigidier  
General Robert E. Colton described the eight  mile semi-circle of defenses covering the 
Appomattox River a s  being of such low p ro f i l e  t ha t  they vere only s l i g h t l y  noticeable.  
He contended t h a t  a horseman could r i d e  over any portion of the  defense without 
d i f f i cu l ty ,  with the exception of the lune t t e s  and redoubts constructed i n  the more 
cormaanding posi t ions,  one of which was Fort Clifton. 

The b a t t l e  a t  nearby Port Walthall Junction led up t o  the  f igh t ing  a t  Port  Cl i f ton  
(Figure 3). On May 7, 1864 Confederate Major General G.E. P icke t t  ordered General Johns1r-! 
t o  f a l l  back t o  Swift ' s  Creek and make an e n t r e n c b n t .  .Receiving the  order a t  10 P.M. 
t h a t  night ,  Johnson acted upon it immediately. By 3 A.M. of May 8th,  h i s  a r t i l l e r y  and 
infan t ry  had crossed the  creek and begun fo r t i fy ing  t h e i r  position. During the  day and 
evening of May 8 t h  ~ohnson ' s  men col lected arms and supplies  from nearby Port Walthall 
Junction, while o ther  troop6 usder Colonel Harris set about construction a good l i n e  of 



- - 

Chesterfield County Deed Books. 

Colonial Heights Deed Books. 

Colston, R.E.  The Way Appomattox, ed. R.N. Johnson, @ew York, 1966). 

9 0. Geoara~hical Data 
Acreage of nominated property -7- 
Quadrangle name -&XBEu - 
UMT References 

Zone Eastlng Northlng 

Ourdrangle scale 7.5 ' .Q. 

" Zone ' Eartlng Ldrt!lni I I 

-- 
List a l l  statma and countlma tor propmrtlms ovmrlapping r i m i s  or c m t v  boundaries 

state code countv code 

state code countv 

M 1. torm Prepared By f 
1 

namenitlo Martha m n e ~  and Keith Eglofi, Research Specfalicit and Staff Archaeologist -- 

organlu&n Virginia Research Cknter for Arch%eology Me October 8, 1980 
-- 

stnet a Wren Kitchen, College of Wtlliam and telspho,,,, 80Q-2534836 
-. v -- 

tlty or town Willi~nsburg, r u t s  Yirgiaia 23186 ' 

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification 
The evaluated algnlflccmce of thla property wlthln the state Is: . . 

2 n a t l o ~ l  X state Z local 

As the designated State Hlrtorlc ~mservatlon'Offlcer for the National Hlstorlc PmservrtCon Act of 1966 (Publlc Law 89- 
r lncluslon In the Natlonal Reglster and certlfy that It has beon evaluated 
r set torlh by the Harltrge Conre~atlon and Recreation SwVlCe. 
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r i f l e  p i t s  and b a t t e r i e s  while add i t iona l  detachments occupied the  adjacent  
v i c i n i t y ,  covering the  br idges  and access roads. Eighteen pieces  of a r t i l l e r y  
were deployed a t  the  f o r t .  Three sergeants  and twenty-two so ld i c r e  under L t .  
F.M. KeLso were detached t o  man the  heavy a r t i l l e r y  a t  For t  Cl i f ton ,  where Captain 
S. T. Martin was i n  command. 

An undated plan of Fort  Cl i f ton  defictd its layout,  showing the  conf igurat ion 
b f  i ts  two b a t t e r i e s  and magazine, d e t a i l s  which have been v e r i f i e d  by VRCA archae- 

' ~ o l o g i c a l  survey work (Figure 4 ) .  A watercolor sketch of Fort Cl i f ton  done by a Union 
' a r t i s t  located on an opposing bluff  ac ross  the  Appomattox River shows the  f o r t  
a s  w e l l  as the  C l i f t o n  house (Figure 5) .  He indicated t h a t  the  f o r t  and house were 
surrounded by a g r i c u l t u r a l  land. 

i 

For t  C l i f t on  had hardly  been completed when a b a t t l e  ensued. According t o  the  
repor t  of Confederate General Johnson, "a t  9 A.M. on May 9 a small  boat appeared i n  ! 

the  Appomattox below Fort  Cl i f ton ,  which w a s  f i r e d  on and dr iven o f f .  A t  about 11 A.M. , 1 
f i v e  gunboats advanced and engaged the ba t t e ry  a t  For t  Cl i f ton.  The f i r e  was contin- 
ued from the  f o r t  u n t i l  a f t e r  2 P.M., when four  gunboats r e t i r e d  and t he  f i f t h  one 
found t o  be cr ippled.  A par ty  w a s  organized t o  board the  boat bu t  the  enemy s e t  f i r e  
t o  i t ,  abandoned and burned it."l I 

The Union army's account of the  b a t t l e  is very similar. According t o  the  s t a t e -  . 
ment of Lt. Sy lves te r  B. Pa r t r idge  of the U.S. Signal Corps, when Union General 
Graham brought h i s  gunboats up t he  Appomattox River, they came under f i r e  from Fort  i 
Cl i f ton .  Pa r t r i dge  noted t h a t  although the  gunboats returned the  f i r e ,  they were a t  i 

a considerable  disadvantage due t o  the  e levated pos i t ion  of the  Confederate f o r t .  

Confederate Colonel Abraham Fulkerson described the  May 9 th  landside f i g h t i n g  i n  
t he  v i c i n i t y  of Fo r t  C l i f t o n  which accompanied the  naval confrontation.  He wrote t h a t  
e a r l y  i n  t he  morning Federal  t roops appeared on the  bluff  opposi te  t he  f o r t  and i n t ense  
skirmishing commenced a t  once and l a s t ed  throughout the  day. Confederate t roops re-  
turned the  Union f i r e  f romadefense  l i n e  extending from Fort  C l i f t on  t o  a po in t  two and / 
one ha l f  milea southward. During the  night of May 9th the  Union t roops crossed the  I 

I 
r i v e r  near  t h e  Dunlap house, south of For t  Cl i f ton ,  and got a piece of a r t i l l e r y  aa  f a r  
a s  t he  water's edge. They were drivmback, however, and t h e  For t  C l i f t on  a r ea  continued 
t o  be held by t h e  Confederates. Two men were k i l l e d  i n  t he  encounter and s eve ra l  o the r s  
were s l i g h t l y  wounded. 

I n  June 1864 Fo r t  C l i f t on  came under a t t a c k  a second time. A t  8:30 A.M. on June / 
l o t h ,  Lt .  Commander Amos P. Foster  of the  U.S. Steamer Commodore Peery opened f i r e  on ; 
For t  C l i f t on ,  bombarding i t  with  h i s  100 pound P a r r o t t  guns. Shots f i r e d  by the  Con- I 

I 
f ede r a t e s  i n  r e t a l i a t i o n  f e l l  sho r t  of t h e i r  t a r g e t  a s 'Fos t e r  dropped downriver Out of . 
range a f t e r  h i s  a t t ack .  Af te r  th ree  hours she l l i ng  by t he  Union amed steamer, one of ! 

Confederate guns had been dismounted and another s t ruck.  Although Foster  repor ted t h a t  / . 

I . . 
1 
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the Confederates had l e f t  the  f o r t  by 2 P.M., he noted t ha t t hey  were, a t  the  time 
of h i s  wr i t i ng ,  working d i l i g e n t l y  t o  r epa i r  it. Re continued t o  f i r e  upon Fort  
C l i f t on  u n t i l  5 P.M. The armed steamer was not without c a s u a l t i e s ,  f o r  one of i t s  
P a r r o t t  guns exploded k i l l i n g  several  men who were buried at nearby Po in t  of Rocks- 

On June 16 th  a t  9:30 A.M. Union General B.F. Butler repor ted t h a t  h i e  army's 
gunboats were again  f i r i n g  on Fort  Clifton.  A t  4:45 P.M. Union a r t i l l e r y  Captain 
W.F. Osborne communicated t o  h i s  super ior  o f f i c e r s  t ha t  the re  had been no r e s p o n s i ~ e  
f i r e  from Fort  C l i f t on  f o r  two hours, A t  7 P.M., General Graham s e n t  two boats  
wi th in  150 yards  of the  f o r t  which, upon drawing c lose ,  were f i r e d  upon severa l  
times from the f o r t .  The documentary record does not revea l  whether f ede r a l  e f foa r s  
t o  capture  the  f o r t  were successful  o r  whether t h e  Confederates made any attempt 
t o  r e s t o r e  i t  t o  service .  

Af t e r  t he  c lo se  of the  C iv i l  War, William H. Crow l o s t  h i e  batt le-ravaged farm 
i n  an 1869 chancery s u i t .  The Cl i f ton  t r a c t  subsequently was acquired by M r .  and 
M r s .  Alexander Donnan i n  1871. It was re-sold severa l  times i n  quick succession.  
i n  1888 when J.E. La Prade drew h i s  map of Chesterf ie ld  County, he i d e n t i f i e d  t h e  
"Clifton" house and a small bui lding nearby (Figure 6). Several  o ther  res idences  
were shown i n  the  general  area .  

I n  t h e  e a r l y  pa r t  of the  20th century the  Cl i f ton  t r a c t  changed hands several  
times u n t i l  1947 when i t  was acquired by Frederick and Sophia Tussing, from whom ..' 

Robert L. Berberich purchased it i n  1968. On August 22, 1973 t he  proper ty  w a s  
bought by t he  c i t y  of Colonial Heights and was subsequently developed i n t o  a park. 

The Fort  C l i f t on  Archaeological S i t e  warrants inc lus ion  on t h e  National Rekiater 
of H i s to r i c  Places  and the  Virginia  Landmarks Regis ter  because i t  symbolizes f o r  t h e  
people of Colonial  Heights a major event i n  t h e i r  l o c a l  h i s to ry .  It is  a l s o  s i g -  
n i f i c a n t  as a represen ta t ive  example of C i v i l  War m i l i t a r y  a r ch i t e c tu r e .  Moreover, 
Fo r t  C l i f t o n  is of pub l ic  s ign i f icance  a t  t he  present  time because i t  is an  educa- 
t i o n a l  and r ec r ea t i ona l  f a c i l i t y  and t o u r i s t  a t t r a c t i o n .  Although t h e  f o r t  is  not 
p a r t i c u l a r l y  unique a r ch i t e c tu r a l l y ,  its loca t i on  within  a publ ic  r e c r ea t i ona l  
f a c i l i t y  provides an  unusually good opportunity f o r  publ ic  educat ional  and apprecin:.ion 

Footnote: 
1. War of t he  Rebell ion,  Ser ies ,  Vol. 36, 243. --- 
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