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1. Name of Property 

Danville National Cemetery historic name 

other namestsite number DFR File No- 308-57 

2. Location 

street & number 721 Lee Street N/A Q not for publication 

city or town Danville N/A O vicinity 

state Virginia code - VA muntyDanville (independent code 590 zip code 24541. 
citv) 

3. StateFederal Agency Certification 

As the designated authorlty undw the National Historic P m r v a t m  Act, as amended, I hereby certify that this G;] nomination 
rquest tor deterrnrnation of digibility me&$ the documentation standards for registering properties in the Natlonal Register of 

Historic Piaces and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Pan 60. In my opin~on, the property z rrtm 0 does not meet the Nationat Regiasr criteria. I reccrrnrnend that this property be considered s~gnificant 
nationally statewide n locally. (0 See continuation sheet for additional comments.) 

Signature d cert~fying cfflcialmtle Date 

State af Federal agency and bureau 

In my opinion, the property nrneets does not meet the National Register cAerla. (m See coMinuatlon sheet for additional 
comments.) 

s j/, /.la / 
Date' ' 

4. National Park Service Certification 
I hereby certify that Phe propeRy 1s: Signature of the Keeper Date of Act~on 

(, 

0 entered In the Nat~onal Regater. a See cantinuat~on sheet. 

@ determined eligible for the 
Nat~onal Reg~sler 

13 See mntrnuallon sheet. 

determ~ned not eligible for the 
National Reg~ster 

C removed from the National 
Reg~ster. 

[7 other. (explan:) 

yirginia Department of R2steric Resources 
State OF Federal agency and buleau 



Uan"llle Nat ional  Cemetery 
Name of PropeQ 

Danvi l le  ( C i t y ) ,  Vi rg in ia  
County and State 

5. Classification 
ownership of Property Category of Property Number of Resources within Property 
(Check as many boxes as apply) (Check only one box) (DO not ~nclude previously llsted resources in the count ) 

2 private 
O public-local 
E public-State 
LZ public-Federal 

3 building(s) 
5 district 
:! site 
O structure 
2 object 

Contribut~ng Noncontribut~ng 

3 0 buildings 

I 0 sites 

1 Q structures 

Name of related multiple property listing 
(Enter 'NIA" il property is not pan of a multlple propeny llst~ng ) 

6 0 Total 

Number of contributing resources previously listed 
in the National Register 

. . W a r  Era National  Cemeteries __(I____ 

6. Function or Use 
Historic Functions 
(Enter categorles from instructions) 

Current Functions 
(Enter categories from ~nstruct~onsj 

- 
7. Description 
Architectural Classification Materials 
(Enter categories from lnstructlonsl (Enter categories from lnstructlons) 

Late 19 th  and 20th foundation Concrete 

Century Revivals:  Colonial  Revival  wal isStone.ccoucco.  wood 

roof Asbpstos 

other- 

Narrative Description 
(Describe the hlstorlc and current condlt~on of the property on one or more continuation sheets ) 



D a r v i l l e  N a t i o n a l  Cemetery 
Name of Propeny 

D a n v i l l e  ( C i t v )  . V i r e i n i a  
County and State 

8. Statement of Significance 
Applicable National Register Criterla Areas of Significance 
(Mark x in one or more boxes tor the crlterla quallh/ng the propelfy (Enter categories from instructtons) 
lor National Register listlng i X i l i t a m  

A Property is associated with events that have made 
a s~gnlitcant contrrbution to the broad oatterns of 
our hlstory 

- 

B Property is associated with the lives of persons 
significant in our past 

C Property embodies the distincttve characterlstlcs 
of a type, period, or method of construction or 
represents the work of a master or possesses 
high artistic values. or represents a significant and 
distinguishable entity whose components lack 
~ndivioual distinction 

X D Property has yielded. or 1s likely to y~eld 
information important in prenlstory or hlstory 

Criteria Considerations 
(Mark A n all the boxes lhat apply I 

Property is: 

A ownea by a religious institution or used for 
reltgious purposes 

1 B removed from its original locarlon 

C a birthplace or grave 

D a cemetery. 

1 E a reconstructed building, object. or structure 

_ F a commemorative property 

G less than 50 years of age or achieved signif~cance 
within the past 50 years 

Period of Significance 

1866-1936 

Significant Dates 

1866 

Significant Person 
(Complete l f  Criter~on B is marrea above) 

N/ A 

Cultural Affiliation 

N / A  

ArchitectlBuilder 

Unknown - 

Narrative Statement of Significance 
(Exptaln lne signlflcance of the property on one or more cont!nuatlon sheets) 

9. Major Bibliographical References 

~ ib i lography 
[Cite the books, articles, and other sources used in preparing thls farm on one or more contlnuatlon sheets ) 

Previous documentation on file (NPS): 

7 preliminary determination of individual listing (36 

- 
CFR 67) has been requested 

previously listed in the National Reglster 
previously determined eligible by the National 

- Register 
_ designated a National Historic Landmark 

_ recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey 
# 

recorded by Historic American Engineering 

Primary location of additional data: 

U State Historic Preservation Office 
C Other State agency 
a Federal agency 
U Local government 
LI University 
IJ Other 

Name of repository: 

Department o f  Ve te rans  A f f a i r s  

Record # 



D a n v i l l e  N a t i o n a l  Cemetery 
Name ol Property 

D a n v i l l e  ( c i t y ) ,  V i r g i n i a  
County and State 

10. Geographical Data 

3.5 
Acreage of Property 

UTM References 
(Place additional UTM references on a contlnuation sheet) 

i i" , 6 4 4 0 9  0 4 9  4 4 9 6  O !  1 __ 
Zone East~ng Nonhlng 

Verbal Boundary Description 
(Describe the boundaries of the property on a contlnuatlon sheet) 

3 u  ! 1 j 

Boundary Justification 
(Expiain why the boundaries were selected on a contlnuation sheet) 

11. Form Prepared By 

nameltitle Therese T.  Sa tmar t ino .  S t a f f  A s s i s t a n t .  N a t i o n a l  Cemetery System 

I 

organization DeDartmenr nf Veterans .4ffalrs date November 10, 1994 

I i 
Zone Easting Nonhing 

street & number 8I.i; Venannt Avenue. N .W. telephone (202) 523-3895 

4 ~- ! I I !  

city or town Washineton. D. C . state zip code 20420 

Additional Documentation 
Submit the foilowlng Items woth the compieted form 

.- 
- See contlnuation sneet 

: 

Continuation Sheets 

I 

Maps 

A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the properly's location. 

A Sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources 

Photographs 

Representative black and white photographs of the property. 

Additional items 
(Check with the SHPO or FPO for any addltlonai items) 

Property Owner 
(Complete th~s Item at the request of SHPO or FPO ) 

name Department of  Veterans A f f a i r s  

street & number 810 Vermont Avenue, N.W. telephone 

city or town Washington, D. C. state zip code 20420 

Paperwork Reduction Act Statement: This information is being collected for applications to the Nationai Register of Historic Places to nominate 
properties for iist~ng or determine eilgibility for listing, to list propenles. and to amend existing listings. Response to this request is required to obtain 
a benefit in accordance wlth the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended (16 U.S.C. 470 et seq.). 

Estimated Burden Statement: Public reporting burden for this form is estimated to average 18.1 hours per response including time for reviewing 
instructions, gathering and maintaining data, and completing and reviewing the form Direct comments regarding this burden estimate or any aspect 
of this form to the Chief. Administrative Services Division. National Park Service. P.O. Box 37127. Washington, DC 200157127: and the Office of 
Management and Budget. Paperwork Reductions Prolects (1024-0018). Washington. DC 20503. 



United States Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 

National Register of Historic Places 
Continuation Sheet Civil War Era National Cemeteries 

Section number 7 Page 1 
Danville National Cemetery 
City of Danville, Virginia 

NARRATIVE DESCRIPTION 

The Danville National Cemetery is located at 721 Lee Street, within the corporate limits of the city of 
Danville, Virginia, one mile from the depot of the Richmond and Danville Railroad. The main entrance 
on Lee Street has 8-foot. 6-inch-wide wrought iron entry gates attached to concrete pillars, with a 3- 
foot-wide pedestrian gate on the side. The pedestrian gate is attached to a stone pier The cemetery is 
surrounded by a stone wall (1,590 linear feet) approximately four feet high. 

The cemetery was established in December 1866, and is of an oblong shape. It is divided into ten 
burial sections by numerous walks and drives intersecting one another at right angles. All graves are 
marked with upright marble headstones, except for four group burials, which are marked with flat 
marble markers. 

There is one Lincoln's Gettysburg Address plaque and a bronze plaque mounted on an old cannon 
bearing the inscription "United States Military Cemetery, Danville, established August 14, 1867 - 
Interments 1314 - Known 1171 Unknown 143." The flagpole is located on a rise in the center where 
Sections B, C, F, and G meet. 

The cemetery officially closed to new interments on October 23, 1970. A small number of interments 
still occur yearly, which include second interments in occupied graves, interments in reserved 
gravesites, or interments of cremated remains. As of September 30, 1994, there were 1 uncommitted 
and 20 reserved gravesites available as well as 26 sites available for the interment of cremated remains. 

The original superintendent's lodge was constructed in the early 1870s and demolished in 1928, when 
the present lodge was built. It is a one and one-half-story brick and stucco structure, with a Swedish 
gambrel roof covered in asbestos shingles. All windows are double-hung sash with six-over-six lights. 
The roof has double dormers in the front and rear. The first floor contains a living room with 
fireplace, dining room, kitchen, 112 bath, and a small office. The one-half story above has three 
bedrooms and a full bath. The basement is unfinished, and there is a front porch. 

In the rear of the lodge was a small brick outbuilding that was used as a tool shed, fuel house, etc. This 
building was demolished in May 1934, and a new 33' x 22', 671-square-foot, brick-and-concrete 
combination garageltool house/comfon station constructed. The walls are brick, the foundation and 
floors are concrete, and the roof is asbestos shingles. In 1936, a 46-square-foot brick-and-concrete 
gasoline storage building was constructed. 

There is a brick compost pit between the utility building and gasoline storage building, which was 
constructed in June 1949. 



United States Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 

National Register of Historic Places 
Continuation Sheet Civil War Era National Cemeteries 

Section number 8 Page 2 
Danville National Cemetery 
City of Danville, Virginia 

NARRATIVE STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

The Danville National Cemetery is significant under Criterion A and is an important component of the 
multiple property submission of Civil War Era National Cemeteries. It is significant because of its 
association with the Civil War. 

The cemetery was established in 1866. Original interments were of  the remains of Union soldiers who 
were prisoners of war and who died in the Confederate Prison at Danville These prisoners were 
confined in seven tobacco warehouses situated in the city of Danville about 1/2 to 314 mile from the 
cemetery. The principal causes of death of these prisoners of war were pneumonia, chronic diarrhea. 
and a disease indicated as "scorbutus," somewhat like scurvy Those who died at Danville as prisoners 
of war and interred in the national cemetery were, for the most part, privates, corporals, and sergeants. 
Many state regiments were represented: Connecticut, Maine, Massachusetts, Wisconsin, Michigan, 
New Jersey, Tennessee, Kentucky, Indiana, New York, New Hampshire, Vermont, and various 
regiments of the U S .  Colored Troops. All available records show that there are 1,170 known and 143 
unknown Civil War soldiers buried in this cemetery, the same as the number inscribed on the cannon 
monument. 

There are four group burials in the cemetery, all located in Section K .  They are: 

Grave 1550 - Five (5) Engineers who died on January 8, 1945, and were originally buried in 
Pietramala, Italy. Their remains were reinterred in the Danville National Cemetery on March 10, 1949. 

Stephen V. P. Bernhard S SGT Frank J. Maryzak TEC 4 
Everett E. Crain CPL James V. Young SGT 

Thomas hl Gormley TEC 5 

Grave 1553 - Four (4) U.S. Army veterans, who died on December 11, 1914. one (1) who served with 
the 451st Bomb Squadron, 322 Bomb Group, and were originally buried in Selers-Melum, France. 
Their remains were reinterred in the Danville National Cemetery on April 21, 1949. 

Romeo S. Farese 1ST LT Curtis G. Johnson S SGT 
Roben A. Freiseis T SGT John A. Shackleford. Jr. ~ N D  LT 
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Continuation Sheet Civil War Era National Cemeteries 

Section number 8, Lopage j 
Danville National Cemetery 
City of Danville, Virginia 

Grave 1562 - Four (4) U S .  Army veterans, who died on June 17, 1945, and were originally buried in 
Honduras. Their remains were reinterred in the Danville National Cemetery on November 9, 1949. 

Robert Crouch PVT Donald J. Lannan PVT 
Aloysius P. Kelly CPL Walter H. McDonnieal TEC 4 

Grave 1567 - Three (3) U S . W  veterans, who died on August 15. 1944, and were originally buried in 
Bari, Italy. Their remains were reinterred in the Danville National Cemetery on June 24, 1949. 

Sidney S. Levenson 2ND LT Felix L. House CPL 
Oscar E. Cwienkala CPL 

The cemetery, at first, compr~sed a little more than 2 112 acres of land, appraised in 1867 at $350 per 
acre At this price, it was transferred to the United States, in fee simple, on July 19, 1873, $920.50 
be~ng paid for the entire tract On the same date, a small parcel of land adjoining the original site on 
the east and south sides (about 415 acre) was purchased by the United States from the executor o f N  
D Green, deceased. for the sum of S280 

The present lodge is the second lodge on the site and replaced the lodge that was built in the 1870s and 
demolished in 1928. 

hlAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES 

National Cemetery System .\licrofilm Records 

GEOGRAPHICAL DATA - VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

PARCEL 1 - 2 . 7  ACRES 

Beginning on Lee Street at the Northeast corner of  Greenhill Cemetery, thence N. 76 E. along said 
street four hundred and twenty nine (429 ) feet to a stone, thence S. 35 E. two hundred and eighty five 
(285) feet to a stone, thence S. 76 W, four hundred and twenty-nine (429) feet to a stone in boundary 
line of Greenhill Cemetery aforesaid. thence N. 35 W. two hundred and eighty five (285) feet to the 
beginning. 
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Continuation Sheet Civil War Era National Cemeteries 

Section number Page 
Danville National Cemetery 
City of Danville, Virginia 

PARCEL 2 - .8 ACRE 

aeginning at a stone at corner ofLee Street and the road leading to "The Freedman's Cemetery" thence 
S. 1230' E two hundred and seventy five (275) feet to a rock, thence S. 76 \V seventy three (73) feet 
to a stone, thence N.35 W two hundred and eighty five (285) to a stone on Lee Street thence N. 76 E. 
along the line ofLee  Street one hundred and eighty (180) feet to the beginning. 

BOUNDARY JUSTIFIC.4TION 

The National Cemetery System has used the existing boundaries of the cemetery. 
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Danville National Cemetery 
City of Danville, Virginia 

All photographs are of: 

DANVILLE NATIONAL CEMETERY 
City of Danville, Virginia 
VDHR File No. 108-57 

David Edge and Abe G. Stice, photographers 
Dates of Photographs: May 19, 1994, and August 23, 1994 

All negatives are stored with Technical Support Service (401B) , National Cemetery System, 
Depanmenr of Veterans Affairs, 810 Vermont Avenue, N.W., Washington, D.C. 20420 

VIEW OF: Burial area, view looking southeast VIEW OF: Flagpole 
PEG. NO. 8984-20 NEG. NO. 8984-18 
PHOTO 1 of 19 PHOTO 7 of 19 

VIEW OF: Burial area, view looking north VIEW OF: Old cannon monument, view looking 
eastward 

NEG. NO. 8984-19 NEG. NO. 5340-22A 
PHOTO 2 of 19 PHOTO 8 of 19 

VIEW OF: Burial area and perimeter wail, view VIEW OF: Entrance gate, view looking south 
looking southwest 
NEG. NO. 8984-10 
PHOTO 3 of 19 

NEG. NO. 8984-16 
PHOTO 9 of 19 

VIEW OF: Burial area and perimeter wail, view VIEW OF: Utility building 
looking southeast 
NEG. NO. 8984-13 
PHOTO 4 of 19 

NEG. NO. 5340-2A 
PHOTO 10 of 19 

VIEW OF: Burial area, view looking south VIEW OF: Lodge, north elevation 
NEG. NO. 8984-4 NEG. NO. 8984-15 
PHOTO 5 of 19 PHOTO 11 of 19 

VIEW OF: Burial area, view looking east VIEW OF: Lodge, east elevation 
NEG. NO. 8984-1 NEG. NO. 8984-6 
PHOTO 6 of 19 PHOTO 12 of 19 
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Danville National Cemetery 
City of Danville, Virginia 

VIEW OF: Lodge, south elevation VIEW OF: Gasoline Storage Building 
NEG. NO. 8984-7 NEG. NO. 5340-8A 
PHOTO 13 of 19 PHOTO 17 of 19 

VIEW OF: Lodge, west elevation VIEW OF: Tree dedicated to Medal of Honor 
recipients, view looking northeast 

NEG. NO. 8984-17 NEG. NO. 5340-24A 
PHOTO 14 of 19 PHOTO 18 of 19 

VIEW OF: Civil War headstone. view looking VIEW OF: Plaque designating tree dedicated to 
south Medal of Honor recipients 
NEG. NO. 8984-5 NEG. NO. 5340-23A 
PHOTO 15 of 19 PHOTO 19 of 19 

VIEW OF: Brick compost pit, view looking east 
NEG. NO. 5340-5A 
PHOTO 16 of 19 



Sketch Map 
Danville National Cemetery 
Danville Va. 
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