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[a DESCRIPTION 
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPtARANCE 

The Old Merchants and Farmers Bank is  loca ted  i n  t h e  midst of t h e  downtown commercial 
d i s t r i c t  on South Main S t r e e t  i n  Emporia. The bu i ld ing  is a one-story,  concave mansard- 
roof b r i c k  s t r u c t u r e  s e t  on a low b r i c k  foundation. E c l e c t i c  i n  s t y l e ,  t h e  e d i f i c e  w a s  
e r e c t e d  i n  1902. 

The west facade conta ins  t h e  p r i n c i p a l  entrance.  The yellow b r i c k  segmental-arch 
doorway c o n s i s t s  o f  a  simply framecl, glass-paned and paneled do&le door surrnounted by a 
multi-paned, crisscross-patterned transom. The doorway is  f lanked by yellow b r i c k  seynenta 
headed wj.ndows conta in ing  1/1 hung sash .  A simple recessed  b r i c k  panel. is found under t h e  
vindows. Pai red  b r i c k  p i l a s t e r s  d e f i n e  each o f  t h e  f acade ' s  t h r e e  bays. Each bay 
fea tu res  a  recqssed spandre l  panel  o f  yellow b r i c k  conta in ing  a r e d  b r i c k  i n s e r t .  A 
ycllow b r i c k  co rbe l l ed  course runs t h e  length  o f  t h e  facade  above t h e  panels .  The most 
noteworthy f e a t u r e  of t h e  facade i s  a galvanized sheet-metal cornice  which may have been 
manufactured by I?. T. Klugel,  an a r c h i t e c t u r a l  shee t  metal concern loca ted  i n  Ernporia. 
Typical  of Klugel ' s  work, t h e  cornice  c o n s i s t s  oE pa i red  b racke t s  and n o d i l l i o n s  sui7porting 
a molded f a s c i a .  Above t h e  f a s c i a  r i s e s  a  c e n t r a l  pcdirrent dated "1902." The facade is 
l a i d  i n  s t r e t c h e r  bond. 

The south e l e v a t i o n  c o n s i s t s  of four  bays,  with 4/4 hung-sash, segmental-headed 
windows. The nor th  and south e l e v a t i o n s ,  l a i d  i n  seven-course Pmerican bond, a r e  both 
ornzmentcd by a f i n e l y  executed co rbe l l ed  b r i c k  cornice.  Fenes t r a t ion  on t h e  nor th  
e l eva t ion  c o n s i s t s  o f  t h r e e  windows i d e n t i c a l  t o  those  found on t h e  e a s t  e levat ion .  An 
exte- ior  chimney s t a c k  i s  found between t h e  northwestern wirldo:gs. The r e a r  ( e a s t )  
e l eva t ion ,  a l s o  executed i n  seven-course American bond, remains unpierced. 

The two-room i n t e r i o r  is undist inguished and i s  p r e s e n t l y  i n  a  s t a t e  of neg iec t  and 
d i s r e p a i r .  P lans  f o r  i t s  r e s t o r a t i o n  a r e  c u r r e n t l y  under cons idera t ion  by t h e  Greensvi l ic  

"uar ters .  County H i s t o r i c a l  Socie ty  which hopes t o  make t h e  bu i ld ing  i ts  heaii-, 
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BOLXDARY JUSTIFICATION - 

The nominated. p rope r ty ,  approximately 2500 square f e e t ,  i s  slicj:?tly l a r g e r  thzn  t h e  
proper ty  conveyed from t h e  Wood family by deed t o  t h e  Fa rae r s  & Plerchants Bank on 25 
February 1902. According t o  t h e  1948 deed of t i t l e ,  t h e  p r o p e r t y ' s  bound on t h e  north 
5 : ~  t h e  Woodruff l o t ,  on t h e  e a s t  by land formerly owned by t h e  Emporia Fzanut Co., on 
t h e  south by an a l l e y ,  and on t h e  west by Main S t r e e t .  
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

The Old Merchants and Farmers Bank bu i ld ing  exemplif ies  t h e  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  e l abora t ion  
c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  of even t h e  most diminutive co~nmercial bui ld ings  of  t h e  early. 'kwentieth 
century. With its mansard roof and r i c h l y  ornamented sheet-metal cornice ,  t h e  b u i l d i n g  
is a minizture ve r s ion  of  t h e  imposing s t o r e s  and o f f i c e  blocks t h a t ,  gave turn-of-the- 
century x ~ e r i c a ' s  main s t r c c t s  such v i s u a l l y  d e l i g h t f u l  pomposity. Although i t s  i n t e r i o r  
su f fe red  a l t e r a t i o n s  t o  accomnodate var ious  uses,  t h e  bu i ld ing ' s  e x t e r i o r  is e s s e n t i a l l y  
iinchan~ed from t h e  cons t ruc t ion  d a t e  of  1902, proudly displayed i n  t h e  pedi~nent  a top  t h e  
cornice.  

William Edward Bailey,  a  prominent E~nporia businessman, was t h e  bank's  f i r s t  p r e s i d e n t  
In  1914 t h e  bank had outgrown t h e  space and moved t o  another  locatiorl on South Main S t r e e t .  

) The bu i l c ing  was then purchased by Etheldred Peyton Turner, who converted it i n t o  law 
o f f i c e s  225 shared it wi th  L. Ralph S lag le .  During t h e  years  of  h i s  law p r a c t i c e ,  Turner 
was e l ec ted  county Com.onv1ea1.t.h'~ a t to rney  and was p res iden t  of  t h e  b a r  f o r  t h e  Third 
J u d i c i a l  C i r c u i t .  

I n  1948 t h e  Town of  Emporia purchased t h e  bui ld ing i r o n  M r s .  Turner. The pub l i c  
l i b r a r y ,  founded i n  1931 by t h e  Woman's Club, had outgrown t h e  room provided f o r  them i n  
t h e  courthouse and moved i n t o  t h e  o l d  bank bui ld ing.  A new l i b r a r y  was b u i l t  i n  1977. 

I n  >:ay 1977 t h e  Greensvi l le  County H i s t o r i c a l  Society p e t i t i o n e d  t h e  county Board of  
Supervi.sor-s, asking " t h a t  t h e  bui1dir.g be given,  o r  leased t o  i t  ..." I n  November 1977 
t h e  b u i l l i n g  was deeded t o  t h e  H i s t o r i c a l  Society f o r  use a s  a  hearicluartcrs, museum, and 
archives .  

A l t ? ~ ~ u g h  b u i l t  a s  a  narrow one-story st . ructure,  t h e  bu i ld ing  achieves a sense o f  
monum~ntal i ty through t h e  use of a mansard roof and a decora t ive  Klugel-type cornice.  H .  T. 

Kluge1 cz-c t o  Emporia i n  1902 and es tab l i shed  a shee t  metal works t h a t  spec ia l i zed  i n  
dt-corative cornices .  Although no t  documented, t h e  bank bu i ld ing ' s  cornice is t y p i c a l  of 
Klugel 's  6esign.  The c o n t r a s t i n g  us- of red and yellow br i ck  wi th in  a class ica l .  vocabulary 
con t r ibu tes  t o  t h e  b u i l d i n g ' s  sense of urbanity.  
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