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S T A T E M E N T  O F  S I G N I F I C A N C E  1 
The Chimneys, so  named f o r  i t s  two enormous s t a c k s ,  i s  an important example 
of t h i s  h i s t o r i c  c i t y ' s  Georgian a r c h i t e c t u r e  and forms a v i t a l  v i s u a l  t e r -  
minat ion t o  t h e  group of e a r l y  bu i ld ings  which makes up t h e  Carol ine  S t r e e t  
business d i s t r i c t  o f  Fredericksburg. Erected i n  the  l a s t  q u a r t e r  of t h e  
e igh teen th  century ,  t h i s  house conta ins  some except ional  woodwork, most 
notably  i n  t h e  southwest room which has l a t t i cework  window heads and a 
garlanded overmantel. This  d i s t i n c t i v e  t r im  was probably executed by t h e  
same unknown craftsman who decorated t h e  d in ing  room of  Federal  H i l l ,  
another  ou t s t and ing  Fredericksburg house of t h e  period.  

The Chimneys i s  l o c a t e d  on l and  formerly owned by William Gooch, t h e  c o l o n i a l  
governor, and was probably b u i l t  by John G l a s s e l l  soon a f t e r  he bought t h e  
p l o t  i n  1771. It was s tanding i n  i t s  present  s i z e  by 1796, a s  a  Mutual 
Assurance Soc ie ty  p o l i c y  o f  t h a t  year  shows. G l a s s e l l  re turned suddenly t o  
h i s  n a t i v e  Scot land a t  t h e  outbreak of the  American Revolution and may have 
l e f t  t h e  i n t e r i o r s  unf in ished,  which poss ib ly  accounts  f o r  the  d i f f e r e n c e s  
i n  t h e  woodwork and t h e  susp ic ion  t h a t  t h e  house was b u i l t  i n  two s t ages .  
Af ter  t h e  war, t h e  house was l e t  t o  a  s e r i e s  o f  t e n a n t s  by G l a s s e l l ' s  agent ,  
and it was not  u n t i l  1814, when The Chimneys was acqui red  by John Mundell, 
t h a t  t he  house was aga in  owner-occupied. Following Mundell's occupancy, t h e  
house passed through a s e r i e s  of owners. It was purchased by Major Claibornz 
Wiglesworth i n  1818, by Faye t t e  Johnston i n  1830, and changed ownership 
again i n  1843. The Chimneys i s  p resen t ly  t h e  proper ty  of t h e  H i s t o r i c  
Fredericksburg Foundation, Inc , ,  and i s  used f o r  o f f i c e s .  The s e t t i n g  i s  
protec ted  by an open-space easement granted  t o  t h e  Vi rg in ia  H i s t o r i c  Land- 
marks Commission i n  March, 1974. 












