


7. Description 

Condition Check one cheek one 
-X excellent - deteriorated - unaltered X oriainal site 
- good - ruins 2L altered - 
-fair - unexposed 

- -. . . . . 

moved date N/A 

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance M Y  D E S C m I O N :  
The P r e s b y t e r i a n  Church of F r e d e r i c k s b u r g  i s  l o c a t e d  on t h e  southwest 

c o r n e r  of  George and  P r i n c e s s  Anne S t r e e t s  i n  t h e  c e n t e r  o f  t h e  F r e d e r i c k s b u r g  
H i s t o r i c  D i s t r i c t .  An o u t s t a n d i n g  example of  Roman R e v i v a l  a r c h i t e c t u r e  
of  t h e  J e f f e r s o n i a n  e r a ,  t h e  b r i c k  chu rch  r e m a i n s  f a i t h f u l  t o  i t s  o r i g i n a l  
d e s i g n .  E r e c t e d  i n  1833 ,  t h e  c h u r c h  was b a d l y  damaged d u r i n g  t h e  C i v i l  
War, b u t  was r e s t o r e d  i n  1866 . t o  i t s  pre-war  a p p e a r a n c e .  Changes t o  t h e  
e x t e r i o r  which were added  i n  t h e  l a t e  1 9 t h  c e n t u r y  were removed i n  1947. 
The d a r k  r e d  b r i c k  f a c a d e  and  w h i t e  columns a n d  p i l a s t e r s  l o o k  t o d a y  
j u s t  a s  t h e y  d i d  a t  t h e  t i m e  t h e  s t r u c t u r e  was e r e c t e d .  

The c h u r c h  i s  a  r e c t a n g u l a r  b r i c k  s t r u c t u r e  of J e f f e r s o n i a n  Roman 
R e v i v a l  d e s i g n  which  s t a n d s  w i t h  a l l  f o u r  s i d e s  exposed .  The main 
f a c a d e  i s  domina ted  by a t r i a n g u l a r ,  g a b l e - e n d  pediment  su rmoun t ing  a  
wide e n t a b l a t u r e  which s u r r o u n d s  t h e  e n t i r e  s t r u c t u r e .  - Benea th  t h e  i 

! 
e n t a b l a t u r e  a r e ' f o u r  w ide ,  wooden p i l a s t e r s  i n  t h e  D o r i c  s t y l e ,  two 
on e a c h  s i d e  of  a  r e c e s s e d  p o r t i c o ,  a n d  t d o  round  D o r i c  columns e a c h  1 
s e t  a t  t h e  f r o n t  edge  of  t h e  p o r t i c o .  The columns a p p e a r  t o  be masonry 
w i t h  p l a s t e r  c o a t i n g .  The two p i l a s t e r s  a t , t h e  o u t s i d e  c o r n e r s  a r e  
c a r r i e d  a round  o n t o  t h e  s t r u c t u r e ' s  e a s t  and  wes t  f a c a d e s .  The masonry 
w a l l  between e a c h  p a i r  o f  p i l a s t e r s  i s  r e c e s s e d ,  a d d i n g  t o  t h e  i l l u s i o n  
of  a  p r o j e c t i n g  p o r t i c o .  The t r i a n g u l a r  ped iment  i s  f a c e d  w i t h  p a i n t e d  
wood i n  a  s h i p l a p  p a t t e r n  and h a s  one r o u n d ,  m e d a l l i o n - l i k e  window a t  
t h e  c e n t e r .  

The r e c e s s e d  p o r t i c o ,  1 0 t O "  d e e p  x 2 6 ' 4 "  wide ,  i n c l u d e s  a  b r i c k  
f l o o r  and  f o u r  p a i r s  o f  r a i s e d  p a n e l  d o o r s  s e t  i n  r e c e s s e d ,  r a i s e d  
p a n e l s  a l i g n e d  one above  t h e  o t h e r  i n  t h e  t o p  t w o - t h i r d s  of  t h e  d o o r s  
and  jambs and  a  s i n g l e ,  v e r t i c a l  r e c t a n g u l a r  p a n e l  below t h e  d i v i d i n g  
r a i l .  Two of  t h e s e  p a i r s  o f  d o o r s ,  i n  t h e  r e c e s s e d  w a l l  p a r a l l e l  t o  
t h e  p l a n e  of t h e  f a c a d e ,  open i n t o  t h e  s a n c t u a r y .  The o t h e r  two d o o r s ,  
i n  t h e  p e r p e n d i c u l a r  w a l l s  a t  t h e  ex t r eme  e n d s  of  t h e  r e c e s s e d  p o r t i c o ,  
open i n t o  s i d e  v e s t i b u l e s  which c o n t a i n  s t a i r s  l e a d i n g  t o  t h e  b a l c o n i e s  
and c h o i r .  D i r e c t l y  above  t h e  two s e t s  o f  d o o r s  i n t o  t h e  s a n c t u a r y  a r e  
two p a i r s  o f  wooden casemen t  windows which open i n t o  t h e  c h o i r .  

The e x t e r i o r  w a l l s  a r e  b r i c k ,  c l o s e - l a i d  i n  t h e  F l emish -bond  
p a t t e r n .  The w a t e r  t a b l e  c o n s i s t s  o f  p l a i n  b r i c k  l a i d  a l m o s t  a f u l l  
b r i c k  w i d t h  beyond t h e  p l a n e  of t h e  uppe r  w a l l .  Above t h e  w a t e r  t a b l e  
t h e  masonry work r e t a i n s  i t s  o r i g i n a l  a p p e a r a n c e .  Below t h e  w a t e r  
t a b l e ,  ma jo r  r e p o i n t i n g  h a s  overpowered t h e  more d e l i c a t e  na r row j o i n t s  
o f  t h e  u p p e r  w a l l .  f i l t hough  t h e  s t r u c t u r e  was s a n d b l a s t e d  a b o u t  1947 ,  
t h e  b r i c k s  show no  s i g n s  of d e t e r i o r a t i o n ,  a p p a r e n t l y  owing t o  t h e  h a r d  
t y p e  of b r i c k  u s e d .  On t h e  e e s t  and: .wes t  w a l l s ,  sunken  masonry w a l l s  
surmounted  by s a n d s t o n e  c a p s ,  c r e a t e  wide ,  c o n t i n u o u s  window w e l l s  f o r  
t h e  basement l e v e l .  

O r i g i n a l  wide  s a n d s t o n e  s t e p s  span  t h e  r e c e s s e d  p o r t i c o  a n d  l e a d  
up from t h e  b r i c k - p a v e d  f o r e c o u r t  a t  s t r e e t  l e v e l .  The o r i g i n a l  m e t a l  
r a i l  h a s  been r e p l a c e d  by a  round  p i p e  r a i l  which  f o l l o w s  t h e  c o n t o u r s  
of t h e  s t e p s  and  l a n d i n g .  

The e a s t  and  wes t  s i d e s  of t h e  b u i l d i n g  a r e  e a c h  domina ted  by f o u r  
l a r g e  windows ( d o u b l e - h u n g ,  wooden , ,20 /20  l i g h t )  surmounted  by a r c h i t r a v e  
and  c o r n i c e ,  w i t h  o r n a m e n t a l  s c r o l l w o r k .  The c o r n i c e  a n d  s c r o l l  t r e a t m e n t  

(See Continuation Sheet ill) 



8. Sianificance 

Period 
- prehistoric 
- 1400-1 499 
- 1500-1599 
- 1600-1699 
- 1700-1799 
2 1800-1899 
- 1900- 

Areas of Significance--Check and justify below 
- archeology-prehistoric -community planning - landscape architecture- religion 
- archeology-historic -conservation - law - science 
- agriculture -economics - literature sculpture 
2 architecture -education X milltary - social1 
- art -engineering - music humanitarian 
- commerce - explorationlsettlement - philosophy -theater 
- communications - industry - politicsigovernment - transportation 

- invention - other (specity) 

Specific dates 1833  BuilderlArchitect unknown 

Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) S T A W V  OF SIGNLFIWCE 

The P r e s b y t e r i a n  Church of F r e d e r i c k s b u r g  i s  among t h e  f i n e s t  
s u r v i v i n g  examples  of  J e f f e r s o n i a n  Roman R e v i v a l  a r c h i t e c t u r e .  
The c h u r c h  h a s  r e t a i n e d  i t s  o r i g i n a l  a p p e a r a n c e  i n  s p i t e  of e x t e n s i v e  
damage during the  Civil War. Based on Jef fe rson ' s  designs f o r  Christ Church, Charlottesvil le,  
it was the first public building in  Tredericksbmg erected in the  temple form and was a lso 
the prototype f o r  m y  other churches of s imilar  c les ip .2  Althou the a rch i t ec t  i$ 
unknown, t h e  s t r i k i n g  s i m i l a r i t y  of  t h e  d e s i g n  d e t a i l s  5!' o  t h e  work o f r h l c o h l S .  

Crafora  and W i l l i a m  B. P ~ u i l i p s ,  two of Je f fe rson ' s  workim a t  t h e  University 
of V i r g i n i a ,  r a i s e s  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  of their . i n v o l v e m e n t  i n  t h e  
c o n s t r u c t i o n .  V i r t u a l l y  a l l  t r h c e s  o,f n i n e t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  a l t e r a t i o n s  
have been removed a n d ,  e x c e p t  f o r  t h e  l a c k  o f  window s h u t t e r s ,  t h e  
chu rch  a p p e a r a n c e  i s  i d e n t i c a l  t o  t h a t  shown i n  a n  1835 s k e t c h .  
During t h e  C i v i l  War t h e  chu rch  s e r v e d  b o t h  Union and  C o n f e d e r a t e  
s o l d i e r s  and  i t  was i n  t h i s  b u i l d i n g  t h a t  C l a r a  B a r t o n  came t o  n u r s e  
t h e  wounded a f t e r  t h e  B a t t l e  of F r e d e r i c k s b u r g  i n  1862.  

H i s t o r y  of t h e  ~hurch--HIsr0RICAZ. BACKGROUND 

The f i r s t  P r e s b y t e r i a n  c h u r c h  i n  F r e d e r i c k s b u r g  was e r e c t e d  i n  
1810 on t h e  c o r n e r  of  C h a r l e s  and  Amelia S t r e e t s .  Under t h e  l e a d e r s h i p  
of The Reverend Samuel B. Wi l son ,  t h e  c o n g r e g a t i o n  grew a n d ,  by 1830,  
a  l a r g e r  b u i l d i n g  was needed .  I n  1832 ,  f o u r  c o n t i g u o u s  l o t s  a t  George 
and P r i n c e s s  Anne S t r e e t s  were a c q u i r e d  and  c o n s t r u c t i o n  began soon 
a f t e r .  John  S.  W e l l f o r d ,  t h e  s e l l e r  o f  t h e s e  two l o t s ,  had  a l r e a d y  
b u i l t  new h o u s e s  on a d j a c e n t  l o t s .  The c h u r c h  l a t e r  a c q u i r e d  t h e  
W e l l f o r d  b u i l d i n g s .  

On 26 J u l y  1833 ,  t h e  p r e s e n t  c h u r c h  b u i l d i n g  was o f f i c i a l l y  
d e d i c a t e d  i n  c e r e m o n i e s  d e s c r i b e d  a s  " a p p r o p r i a t e  and  d e e p l y  i m p r e s s i v e "  
i n  t h e  l o c a l  newspaper,and t h e  V i r g i n i a  H e r a l d  p r e s c i e n t l y  d e s c r i b e d  
t h e  chu rch  a s  a  " b e a u t i f u l  e d i f i c e  which w i l l  l o n g  r e m a i n  a monument 
t o  t h e  t a s t e  and  l i b e r a l i t y  of  t h o s e  who e r e c t e d  i t ,  and  a n  ornament  
t o  ou r  town..  . . I t  N e i t h e r  c h u r c h  r e c o r d s  n o r  con tempora ry  a c c o u n t s  
i n d i c a t e  t h e  name of t h e  a r c h i t e c t  o r  d e s i g n e r .  

On 29 J u l y  1833 ,  t h e  ews i n  t h e  new c h u r c h  were s o l d  t o  members 
of t h e  c o n g r e g a t i o n .  The $10,456 r e c e i v e d  from t h e  s a l e  r e l i e v e d  
t h e  c o n g r e g a t i o n  of a l l  d e b t  i n c u r r e d  i n  c o n s t r u c t i o n  and  e n a b l e d  
them t o  comple t e  t h e  basement  l e v e l  f o r  a  l e c t u r e  and  Sunday S c h o o l  
room. 

I n  t h e  o r i g i n a l  d e s i g n  t h e  p u l p i t ,  f o r  which no drawing  o r  s k e t c h  
h a s  been found ,  was s a i d  t o  have been h i g h  and  s u p p o r t e d  by columns.  
Dur ing  c h u r c h  s e r v i c e s  t h e  s p a c e  b e n e a t h  t h e  h i g h  p u l p i t  was r e s e r v e d  
f o r  c h i l d r e n  from t h e  n e a r b y  P r e s b y t e r i a n  Orphanage,  l o c a t e d  on t h e  
s i t e  of t h e  f i r s t  chu rch .  T h i s  h i g h  p u l p i t  was r e p l a c e d  i n  t h e  summer 
of 1860. The F r e d e r i c k s b u r g  News r e p o r t e d :  "New P u l p i t :  The P r e s b y -  
t e r i a n  Church h a s  had  a  new p u l p i t  e r e c t e d  by t a k i n g  down t h e  o l d  one 
which was e n t i r e l y  t o o  h i g h  f o r  s p e a k e r  o r  h e a r e r .  The new one i s  a  

(See Continuation Sheet #44) 
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7.  DESCilIPTIOIJ--Architectural Analysis 
were added  i n  1887 .  The windows were  i n s t a l l e d  i n  1947  f o l l o w i n g  t h e  
d e s i g n  shown i n  a n  1835  s k e t c h .  D e s c r i b e d  a s  " p r o b a b l y  t h e  most e l e g a n t  
e x t e r i o r  windows" o f  a l l  V i r g i n i a ' s  a n t e b e l l u m  c h u r c h e s ,  t h e s e  windows 
r e p l a c e d  t h e  diamond-paned p a i r s  o f  s t a i n e d  g l a s s  windows i n s t a l l e d  
i n  1887 and  shown i n  t h e  F r a n c e s  Benjamin J o h n s t o n  C o l l e c t i o n  p h o t o g r a p h  
of  1917.1 . - . , . . , . 

Below t h e  w a t e r  t a b l e ,  t h e  e a s t  f a c a d e  i n c l u d e s  t h r e e  windows 
(doub le -hung ,  wooden, 1 0 / 1 0  l i g h t )  and  one p a i r  o f  F r e n c h  d o o r s  ( s e t  i n  
a  fo rmer  window o p e n i n g ) .  These windows and  d o o r s  p r o v i d e  l i g h t  and  
v e n t i l a t i o n  t o  t h e  basement  l e v e l .  The wes t  f a c a d e  i s  s i m i l a r  b u t  h a s  
f o u r  windows, i n  t h e i r  o r i g i n a l  l o c a t i o n s .  On t h e  s o u t h  f a c a d e ,  t h e  
masonry w a l l  i s  broken  o n l y  by t h e  e n t a b l a t u r e  which s u r r o u n d s  t h e  
e n t i r e  b u i l d i n g  and  by a  p a i r  o f  r e c e s s e d ,  r a i s e d  p a n e l  d o o r s  and  jamb 
of a  t r a d i t i o n a l  t h r e e - p a n e l  d e s i g n .  T h i s  door  i s  l o c a t e d  a t  t h e  l o w e r  
c e n t e r  of t h e  w a l l ,  w i t h i n  a  sunken w e l l  a r e a ,  and  opens  i n t o  t h e  
basement  l e v e l .  The g a b l e  end pediment  ma tches  t h e  d e s i g n  of  t h e  main 
f a c a d e  b u t  l a c k s  t h e  wooden p a n e l l i n g  and  window. 

A p r i n c i p a l  f e a t u r e  of  t h e  b u i l d i n g  i s  t h e  b e l l  t o w e r ,  l o c a t e d  above 
t h e  main f a c a d e .  The t o w e r  i s  s q u a r e  and  r e s t s  on a  p l a t f o r m  mounted 
a t  t h e  apex  of  t h e  r o o f .  Each s i d e  of  t h e  t ower  c a r r i e s  f o u r  p i l a s t e r s  
( two p a i r s  o f  two)  s e p a r a t e d  by a  l a r g e ,  v e r t i c a l  r e c t a n g u l a r  wooden 
l o u v e r .  An e n t a b l a t u r e  s u r r o u n d i n g  t h e  tower  i n c l u d e s  a n  u n u s u a l  c a r v e d  
mask metope and  t r i g l y p h s  w i t h  p e n d a n t  g u t t a e .  Each f a c a d e  d i s p l a y s  
f i v e  t r i g l y p h s  and  f o u r  metope masks.  The tower  i s  capped  on e a c h  s i d e  
by a  t r i a n g u l a r  ped iment  w i t h  d e n t i l l e d  c o r n i c e ,  i n c l u d i n g  egg a n d d a r t  
moulding and  f r e t w o r k .  The tower  i s  c l a d  i n  wood i n  t h e  s h i p l a p  manner 
beh ind  t h e  p i l a s t e r s  and  l o u v e r s .  The frieze of the belfry is a d'rect copy 
of the frieze found on Pavilion I at the University of Virginia (1819). 

3 

The c h u r c h ' s  r o o f  i s  cove red  by p a i n t e d ,  s t a n d i n g  seam t i n  p e n e t r a t e d  
o n l y  by t h r e e  s m a l l ,  s q u a r e  b r i c k  chimneys,  one  on e a c h  s i d e  and  r e a r  w a l l .  
The o r i g i n a l  r o o f  was d e s t r o y e d  i n  1862  d u r i n g  t h e  B a t t l e  of F r e d e r i c k s b u r g .  

Two enormous m o l d e d - i r o n  lamp b r a c k e t s ,  e a c h  mounted on a  p i l a s t e r  
f l a n k i n g  t h e  r e c e s s e d  p o r t i c o ,  p r o j e c t  o v e r  t h e  s t o n e  s t e p s  and  t h e  b r i c k  
f o r e c o u r t .  Each b r a c k e t  i s  capped  by a  l a r g e ,  o r n a m e n t a l  m e t a l  lamp 
of d i s t i n c t i v e  d e s i g n .  The c h u r c h  b u i l d i n g  and  g rounds  a r e  s u r r o u n d e d  
on two s i d e s  ( n o r t h  and  e a s t ,  a long-  George and  P r i n c e s s  Anne S t r e e t s .  
r e s p e c t i v e l y )  by a  low b r i c k  w a l l  w i t h  s a n d s t o n e  c a p s  and  an  o r n a m e n t a l  
i r o n  f e n c e  of  u n u s u a l  g e o m e t r i c  d e s i g n .  The w a l l  and  f e n c e  a p p e a r  i n  t h e  
1835 s k e t c h  and  a r e  p r o b a b l y  o r i g i n a l .  Only minor  v a n d a l i s m  h a s  changed 
t h e  a p p e a r a n c e  of  t h e  f e n c e .  The lamps p r o b a b l y  were added  d u r i n g  t h e  
t h i r d  q u a r t e r  of t h e  1 9 t h  cen tu ry .  They a p p e a r  i n  a n  1681 p h o t o g r a p h  
b u t  a r e  n o t  i n  t h e  1835  s k e t c h .  

(See Continuation Sheet #2) 
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The i n t e r i o r  o f  t h e  c h u r c h  i s  of  a n t e b e l l u m  d e s i g n ,  a l t h o u g h  t h e  
i n t e r i o r  was r e b u i l t  i n  1866 f o l l o w i n g  damage d u r i n g  t h e  C i v i l  War. 
Church o f f i c i a l s  b e l i e v e  t h a t  1866 r e p a i r s  r e s t o r e d  t h e  i n t e r i o r  t o  
i t s  p re -war  a p p e a r a n c e .  The p o s t - w a r  d e s i r e  t o  r e s t o r e  t h e  c h u r c h  
b u i l d i n g  t o  i t s  fo rmer  a p p e a r a n c e  may e x p l a i n  why a  d e s i g n  of a  more 
" V i c t o r i a n "  i n s p i r a t i o n  was n o t  imposed on t h e  s a n c t u a r y .  Only minor  
changes  have  t a k e n  p l a c e  s i n c e  1866.  Those changes  were r e v e r s e d  
d u r i n g  t h e  mid-20th  e n t u r y .  

The main f l o o r  i s  d i v i d e d  by two s i d e  a i s l e s  between t h e  c e n t e r  
g roup  of wooden, e n c l o s e d  pews, and  t h e  c u r v e d  s i d e  pews. The s i d e  
b a l c o n i e s ,  which  r e a c h  from f r o n t  w a l l  t o  back w a l l  o f  t h e  s a n c t u a r y ,  
a r e  c a r r i e d  on s m a l l  D o r i c  columns which r e s t  w i t h i n  t h e  s i d e  pew 
e n c l o s u r e s .  

A t  t h e  f r o n t  of t h e  s a n c t u a r y  i s  a  wide  r o s t r u m  b u i l t  i n  1860 t o  
r e p l a c e  t h e  o r i g i n a l  h i g h  r o s t r u m .  The r o s t r u m ' s  d e s i g n  employs t h e  
Adam/Federal  m o t i f s  of p i l a s t e r s ,  r a i s e d  p a n e l s ,  e n t a b l a t u r e  w i t h  
h i g h l y  o r n a m e n t a l  f r i e z e  m e d a l l i o n s  and  swags,  c o r n i c e  w i t h  d e n t i l  
mould ings .  These  d e s i g n s  were t y p i c a l  of f i r e p l a c e  m a n t e l s  u s e d  i n  
F r e d e r i c k s b u r g  h o u s e s  d u r i n g  t h e  s econd  q u a r t e r  o f  t h e  1 9 t h  c e n t u r y .  
Atop t h e  r o s t r u m  a r e  a  r a i s e d  p u l p i t  a t  t h e  c e n t e r ,  and  two s q u a r e  
co lumns , a top  which a r e  mounted o r n a m e n t a l  b r a s s  candleabraS, one on 
e a c h  column. The b r a s s  f i x t u r e s  c a r r y  t h r e e  c a n d l e s ,  one a t  t h e  c e n t e r  
and  one on e a c h  arm. An e a r l y  t w e n t i e t h  c e n t u r y  p h o t o g r a p h  shows t h e s e  
f i x t u r e s  b e a r i n g  f r o s t e d  g l a s s ,  g a s - f i r e d  g l o b e s .  Behind  t h e  r o s t r u m ,  
on t h e  r e a r  w a l l ,  t h e  p l a s t e r  w a l l  i s  enhanced  by a  F e d e r a l - s t y l e  n i c h e  
f l a n k e d  by f l u t e d  p i l a s t e r s  capped by a r c h  and  k e y s t o n e .  

J o i n i n g  t h e  two s i d e  b a l c o n i e s  a t  t h e  f r o n t  w a l l ,  t h e  c h o i r  a r e a  
i s  h i g h l i g h t e d  by an o r n a m e n t a l  i r o n  r a i l  o f  h i g h l y  d e c o r a t i v e  d e s i g n .  
The p a i n t e d  i r o n  r a i l  i s  t h e  o n l y  r e m a i n i n g  v e s t i g e  of  m i d - n i n e t e e n t h  
c e n t u r y  d e s i g n  i n  t h e  s a n c t u a r y .  

The b u i l d i n g ' s  i n t e r i o r  w a l l s  a r e  p l a s t e r  o v e r  masonry.  The 
p l a s t e r  was r e p a i r e d  and  r e s t o r e d  i n  1947. The s a n c t u a r y  i s  l i g h t e d  
by a s i n g l e  l a r g e  b r a s s  c h a n d e l i e r  a t  t h e  c e n t e r  of t h e  c e i l i n g  and  
f o u r  b r a s s  w a l l  s c o n c e s  ( two p e r  s i d e ) ,  a l l  added  i n  1947 .  The c h u r c h ' s  
h e a t i n g  sys t em,  w i t h  c o n c e a l e d  r a d i a t o r s ,  was i n s t a l l e d  i n  1947 .  I n  
t h e  c e i l i n g  a r e  s e v e r a l  r o u n d ,  r e c e s s e d  e l e c t r i c a l  f i x t u r e s  o f  r e c e n t  
v i n t a g e .  

The basement  i s  now s u b - d i v i d e d  i n t o  s e v e r a l  s m a l l e r  s p a c e s  
u sed  f o r  c l a s s r o o m s ,  s t o r a g e , a n d  a  k i t c h e n ;  however ,  t h e  o r i g i n a l  
f l o o r  p l a n  i s  s t i l l  e v i d e n t .  I n  t h e  o r i g i n a l  p l a n  t h e  basement  a p p e a r s  
t o  have  been  one l a r g e  room which began a t  t h e  b r i c k  b e a r i n g  w a l l  

(See Cont inua t i a  Sheet 83) 
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b e n e a t h  t h e  back w a l l  of t h e  r e c e s s e d  p o r t i c o .  Two p a r a l l e l  b e a r i n g  
beams r u n  from f r o n t  t o  back w a l l  unde r  t h e  l i n e  of t h e  s i d e  b a l c o n i e s  
i n  t h e  s a n c t u a r y .  O r i g i n a l  D o r i c  columns,  which a r e  p l a c e d  d i r e c t l y  
under  t h e  columns i n  t h e  s a n c t u a r y ,  a r e  s t i l l  p r e s e n t  and  v i s i b l e .  

A t  t h e  n o r t h  end of  t h e  basement ,  t h e  s t a i r s  from t h e  s i d e  
v e s t i b u l e s  l e a d  down i n t o  two s m a l l  rooms w i t h  b r i c k  b e a r i n g  w a l l s  
which c a r r y  t h e  we igh t  o f  t h e  p o r t i c o ' s  s i d e  walls. D i r e c t l y  unde r  
t h e  r e c e s s e d  p o r t i c o  i s  a  r e c t a n g u l a r  room w i t h  two b r i c k  p i e r s  
l o c a t e d  unde r  t h e  two round columns on t h e  p o r t i c o ' s  s t r e e t  f a c e .  
Masonry i n  t h e  basement  i s  p r e d o m i n a n t l y  American common bond. 

W i t h i n  t h e  s i d e  v e s t i b u l e s  a r e  s t a i r s  l e a d i n g  up i n t o  t h e  c h o i r  
and s i d e  b a l c o n i e s  and  down i n t o  t h e  two s m a l l  rooms i n  t h e  basement .  
The s t a i r s  a r e  s i m p l e  i n  d e s i g n ,  w i t h  t u r n e d  newel p o s t s .  Each s t a i r  
c o n s i s t s  of two s t r a i g h t  s t e p s ,  f o l l o w e d  by f o u r  wedge-shaped s t e p s  
i n  a  90° t u r n ,  f o l l o w e d  by f o u r  s t r a i g h t  s t e p s  and  a  second  f o u r - s t e p  
90° t u r n ,  and  capped  by a  s i n g l e  l e v e l  l a n d i n g  b e f o r e  t h e  door  i n t o  
t h e  b a l c o n y .  P l a i n  r e c t a n g u l a r  p i c k e t s  a r e  a t t a c h e d  t o  a  s i m p l e  
o v a l  r a i l .  

The s t a i r  a t  t h e  e a s t  s i d e  a l s o  g i v e s  a c c e s s  t o  t h e  b e l l  t o w e r  
from a  s t e e p ,  l a d d e r - l i k e  s t a i r .  The b e l l  t ower  h a s  a  l o w e r  p l a t f o r m  
a t  t h e  l e v e l  of t h e  apex  of t h e  main r o o f ,  l a d d e r  s t e p s ,  a  second  
l a n d i n g  w i t h  l a d d e r ,  capped  by a n  uppe r  l a n d i n g  where t h e  chu rch  b e l l  
i s  l o c a t e d .  The b e l l  b e a r s  a  l e g e n d  i n d i c a t i n g  t h a t  i t  was made i n  
B a l t i m o r e  i n  1870  by f i r m  of J o s h u a  R e g i s t e r  & Sons .  The b e l l  was 
p u r c h a s e d  by t h e  women of F r e d e r i c k s b u r g  t o  r e p l a c e  t h e  b e l l  d o n a t e d  
t o  t h e  Confede racy  i n  1 8 6 2 .  

From t h e  f i r s t  l e v e l  of t h e  b e l l  t o w e r ,  a c c e s s  i s  o b t a i n e d  i n t o  
t h e  a t t i c  above  t h e  s a n c t u a r y .  I n  t h i s  l a r g e  open a r e a  t h e  o r i g i n a l  
mass ive  s u p p o r t i n g  t r u s s e s  a r e  c l e a r l y  v i s i b l e .  The t r u s s e s  i n c l u d e  

p o s t  and  beam, w i t h  d i a g o n a l  b r a c i n g ,  a t  e a c h  s i d e .  The two main 
p o s t s  a r e  s e p a r a t e d  by a  l a r g e  h o r i z o n t a l  beam s p a n n i n g  t h e  s a n c t u a r y .  
The e n t i r e  t r u s s  s t r u c t u r e  r e s t s  upon mass ive  beams which span  t h e  
b u i l d i n g  from e a s t  w a l l  t o  wes t  w a l l ,  The members of  t h e  t r u s s  a r e  
h e l d  t o g e t h e r  w i t h  m o r t i c e  and t e n o n  c o n s t r u c t i o n  w i t h  t r e n a i l s .  

1 
Pe rdue -Dav i s  and  Rawl ings ,  V i r g i n i a ' s  Antebe l lum Churches ,  1 2 .  

* ~ e r i v e d  from Roland de Chambray's P a r a l l e l e  D e  La Archi tec ture  Antique Avec 
La Moderne. "No. 1, The Doric of n ioc le t ion ' s  Baths." 



OMB NO.1024-0018 
Exp. 10-31-84 

United States Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 

National Register of Historic Places 
Inventory-Nomination Form 
'ME PRESBY'XRW; C h W  OF FREDEP.IGKSJW!'G, FREDERICKSBURG, VA 

Item number 8  
Page 

1  

uch c r e d i t  on t h e  b u i l d e r .  Mr. Tongue. - 
who was a p p o i n t e d  t o  remedy t h e  d e f e c t s  o f  t h e  o ld . f l 4  

With t h e  coming of  t h e  C i v i l  War t h e  c h u r c h  was drawn i n t o  t h e  
c o n f l i c t .  I n  1861 ,  i t s  m i n i s t k r .  The Reverend A .  A .  Hodge, a s k e d  t o  
have  h i s  a s s o c i a t i o n  w i t h  t h e  c h u r c h  d i s s o l v e d ,  c i t i n g  h i s  t i e s  w i t h  
t h e  Union. The r e p l a c e m e n t  s u p p l y  p a s t o r ,  The Reverend B e v e r l y  Tucker  
Lacy, s e r v e d  i n  1862 and  1863,  u n t i l  he l e f t  t o  s e r v e  a s  c h a p l a i n  i n  
G e n e r a l  Thomas J .  " S t o n e w a l l "  J a c k s o n ' s  Second Corps of  t h e  Army of  
N o r t h e r n  V i r g i n i a .  The chu rch  was t h e n  w i t h o u t  a  r e g u l a r  p a s t o r  u n t i l  
a f t e r  t h e  end of t h e  war.  

Dur ing  t h e  c o u r s e  of t h e  war p o s s e s s i o n  of t h e  town changed hands  
s e v e r a l  t i m e s  from Union f o r c e s  t o  C o n f e d e r a t e  f o r c e s .  Dur ing  t h e  
F e d e r a l  o c c u p a t i o n  i n  t h e  S p r i n g  of  1862 ,  F e d e r a l  t r o o p s  r e g u l a r l y  
a t t e n d e d  s e r v i c e s  a t  t h e  P r e s b y t e r i a n  Church a t  t h e  u r g i n g  of t h e i r  
commander, B r i g a d i e r  G e n e r a l  Marsena Rudolph P a t r i c k .  The c h u r c h  was 
unharmed even though  p r i v a t e  homes and  shops  were p i l l a g e d .  
When C o n f e d e r a t e  s o l d i e r s  r e g a i n e d  t h e  town i n  l a t e  summer, t h e  l a d i e s  
of t h e  c h u r c h  d o n a t e d  t h e  chu rch  b e l l  t o  t h e  Confederacy .  

When t h e  two a r m i e s  b a t t l e d  head-on i n  December 1862 ,  t h e  c h u r c h  
was s e v e r e l y  damaged. A f i e r c e  a r t i l l e r y  b a t t l e ,  s t a r t i n g  on 11 December 
1862 ,  f o l l o w e d  by t h e  F e d e r a l  a s s a u l t  on t h e  c i t y  on 1 3  December 1862 ,  
b r o u g h t  e x t e n s i v e  damage t o  t h e  r o o f  of t h e  s t r u c t u r e .  Dur ing  t h e  
b a t t l e  t h e  s a n c t u a r y  was used  a s  a  h o s p i t a l  by t h e  F e d e r a l  army. 
C l a r a  B a r t o n ,  l a t e r  f o u n d e r  of t h e  American Red C r o s s ,  came t o  t h e  
c h u r c h  t o  c a r e  f o r  t h e  Union wounded. 

I n  1864 ,  w i t h  t h e  n e a r b y  f i g h t i n g  a t  The W i l d e r n e s s  and  S p o t s y l v a n i a  
Cour t  House,  F e d e r a l  wounded poured  i n t o  t h e  c i t y .  A t o t a l  o f  26,191 
s i c k  and  wounded moved t h r o u g h  t h e  d e p o t  h o s p i t a l s  a t  F r e d e r i c k s b u r g ,  
i n c l u d i n g  t h e  P r e s b y t e r i a n  Church. The c h u r c h ' s  i n t e r i o r  was s a c k e d .  
Pews were  r i p p e d  o u t  and  u s e d  a s  s t r e t c h e r s  and  c o f f i n s .  

A b i o g r a p h e r  of  C l a r a  B a r t o n  w r o t e  t h a t  " t h e  memories of F r e d -  
e r i c k s b u r g  r mained w i t h  h e r ,  d i s t i n c t  and  t e r r i b l e ,  t o  t h e  day  of  
h e r  d e a t h . "  $A marker  m e m o r i a l i z i n g  h e r  work s t a n d s  i n  t h e  c h u r c h  
y a r d ,  n o t  f a r  from a n o t h e r  marke r ,  e r e c t e d  by t h e  U n i t e d  D a u g h t e r s  
of t h e  Confede racy ,  n o t i n g  t h a t  G e n e r a l  R o b e r t  E .  Lee and  G e n e r a l  
J a c k s o n  met on t h e  c h u r c h ' s  s t r e e t  c o r n e r  t o  p l a n  t h e  B a t t l e  of 
F r e d e r i c k s b u r g .  

The c l o s e  o f  t h e  war found  t h e  c o n g r e g a t i o n  s c a t t e r e d .  Wi thou t  - 
a p a s t o r  and  w i t h  i t s  b u i l d i n g  i n  r u i n s ,  t h e  members began  h o l d i n g  
m e e t i n g s  i n  t h e  c h u r c h  basement  t o  p l a n  t h e  r e b u i l d i n g .  I n  1866 ,  
t h e  new p a s t o r ,  The Reverend  Thomas Gi lmer  Walker ,  was c a l l e d  and  
r e p a i r s  t o  t h e  s t r u c t u r e  were made. Accord ing  t o  c h u r c h  o f f i c i a l s ,  
t h e  r e b u i l d i n g  r e s t o r e d  t h e  s a n c t u a r y  t o  i t s  a n t e - b e l l u m  a p p e a r a n c e  
u s i n g  f u n d s  d o n a t e d  by f r i e n d s  i n  t h e  Nor th .  

Fo r  many y e a r s  t h e  c o n g r e g a t i o n  s o u g h t  r e imbursemen t  from t h e  
F e d e r a l  government  f o r  damage t o  t h e  b u i l d i n g  by F e d e r a l  f o r c e s .  I n  
1915.a  payment of  $2 ,650  was r e c e i v e d  and  a p p l i e d  t o  t h e  p u r c h a s e  of  
a  new o rgan .  

(See Continuation Sheet 115) 
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Major post-we-to t h e  s a n c t u a r y  were l i m i t e d .  
I n  November 1887,  t h e  c o n g r e g a t i o n  app roved  a  p l a n  f o r  " improv ing  t h e  
windows of  t h e  c h u r c h "  by a d d i n g  s t a i n e d  g l a s s  windows. It  may 
a l s o  have  been  a t  t h i s  t i m e  t h a t  g a s  l amps ,  w i t h  f r o s t e d - g l a s s  g l o b e s .  
were i n s t a l l e d .  These  changes  made t h e  chu rch  more c o m p a t i b l e  w i t h  
t h e  s t o n e  c h a p e l  e r e c t e d  by t h e  c o n g r e g a t i o n  on an  a d j a c e n t  l o t  i n  
1880. The "F rench  Memorial  Chapel"  was a  g r e y  g r a n i t e  s t r u c t u r e  
w i t h  f o u r  s t a i n e d  g l a s s  windows d e s i g n e d  by L o u i s  Comfort  T i f f a n y .  
The Chapel  was d e s t r o y e d  by f i r e  i n  1954.  

I n  1945 u n d e r  t h e  l e a d e r s h i p  of  Mrs. H .  H.  "Miss Annie" S m i t h ,  
known a s  t h e  s a v i o u r  of  "Kenmore," t h e  home of  F i e l d i n g  and  B e t t y  
Washington Lewis ,  l e d  a n  e f f o r t  which r e s u l t e d  i n  t h e  removal  o f  t h e  
s t a i n e d  g l a s s  windows. I n  1947 ,  an  e x t e n s i v e  r e s t o r a t i o n  of  t h e  
s a n c t u a r y  was begun.  Whi l e  s e r v i c e s  were h e l d  e l s e w h e r e ,  t h e  e n t i r e  
chu rch  r e c e i v e d  new w i r i n g ,  l i g h t  f i x t u r e s ,  a  new h e a t i n g  sys tem 
and t h e  p l a s t e r  w a l l s  were r e p a i r e d  and  r e s t o r e d .  A new c o a t  o f  
w h i t e  p a i n t  was a p p l i e d  t h r o u g h o u t  ( w i t h  d a r k  brown o r  b l a c k  on 
t h e  h a n d r a i l s  o f  t h e  pews and  s t a i r s ) .  New c a r p e t  was i n s t a l l e d  o v e r  
r e p a i r e d  wood f l o o r s .  

I n  t h e  1950s ,  t h e  c o n g r e g a t i o n  a c q u i r e d  t h r e e  row h o u s e s  a d j a c e n t  
t o  t h e  chu rch  b u i l t  by J o h n  S .  W e l l f o r d  and  o t h e r s  i n  t h e  1830s .  
These b u i l d i n g s  a r e  now u s e d  a s  a  Manse, o f f i c e  s p a c e , a n d  c l a s s r o o m s .  

I n  May 1976,  t h e  P r e s b y t e r i a n  H i s t o r i c a l  S o c i e t y  s e l e c t e d  t h e  
c h u r c h  f o r  d e s i g n a t i o n  a s  a n  h i s t o r i c a l  s i t e  on t h e  American P r e s b y -  
t e r i a n / R e f o r m e d  S i t e s  R e g i s t r y .  A m e t a l  p l a q u e  c e r t i f y i n g  t h i s  
r e c o g n i t i o n  ( ~ e ~ i s t r y  No. 9 6 )  was d e d i c a t e d  and  mounted on t h e  
p o r t i c o  a t  t h e  c o n c l u s i o n  of  s e r v i c e s  on 4 J u l y  1976. 

A l so  i n  1976 ,  t h e  c h u r c h  p u b l i s h e d  H i s t o r y  of  The P r e s b y t e r i a n  
Church of F r e d e r i c k s b u r g ,  V i r g i n i a ,  1808-1976 by Edward Alvey ,  J r .  
T h i s  204 page i l l u s t r a t e d  volume r e c o u n t s  i n  d e t a i l  t h e  deve lopment  
of t h i s  h i s t o r i c  chu rch .  

2 ~ u l i a n  and  H o l l i s ,  Look t o  t h e  Rock, 122. 

3 ~ r e d e r i c k s b u r g  V i r g i n i a  H e r a l d ,  31 J u l y  1 8 3 3 .  

4 ~ r e d e r i c k s b u r g  News, 2  J u l y  1860. 

5 ~ a r t o n ,  L i f e  of C l a r a  B a r t o n ,  213;  
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Item 9: Major Bibliozravhical References: 

Edward Alvey, Jr. History of The Presbyterian Church of Fred- 
ericksbur~, Virginia, 1808-1976. Fredericksburg: The Session 
of the Presbyterian Church, Fredericksburg, Va., 1976. 

William E. Barton The Life of Clara Barton. New York: AMS Press, 
1969. 

Vir~inia Herald (Fredericksb~r~, Va.). 31 July 1833. 
News (Fredericksburg, Va.), 2 July 1960. 

Item 10: Boundary description: 

the French Memorial Tract of the Church to the corner of said 
tract; thence North 26'-09' West 132.5' with line of the Bowman 
(Church House) tract of the Church to a point in the South line 
of George Street; thence North 64°-01' East 130.9' with said 
line to the point of beginning, containing 17,417 square feet. 
The lines along Princess Anne Street and George Street are marked 
by a wrought iron fence set on a masonry wall. 
Privately surveyed in 1983. 
Boundary Justification: The bounds have been drawn to encompass only the 
church building and the above-described lot on which it stands. 

Item 6: REPRESEC$TATIO?4 IN EXISTING SURVEYS 

(2) HABSI 
1958 Federal 
Library of Congress 
Washington, M: 






