
Form No 19.300 
tW4 

CINI I k1)STA'IES DEPARTMENT OFTHE IN I f  KiOK 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER' OF MSTORf C PLACES 
INVENTORY -- NOMINATION FORM 

RECEIVED ' 

D A E  ElVTEeEb .. 

I 

SEE INSTRUCTIONS IN HOW TO COMPL€TENATIONAL REGISTER FORMS 
TYPE ALL ENTRIES -- COMPLETE APPLICABLE SECTIONS 

 NAME 
HISTORIC 

frederlcksbura Gun Manufactorv .---- - 
AND/OR COMMON 

F reder icksb~rg Gun Manufactory 

LOCATION 
STREET & NUMBER 

X N O T  FOR PUBLICATION 
CITY. TOWN CONGRLSS1ONAL DlSTRlCT 

J F redericksburg - VIC:IN~!Y OF 7 3. Kenneth Robinson 
STATE C.ODE M U N T Y  CODE 

CATEGORV OWNERSHIP STATUS 
-DISTRICT a P U B U C  --OCCUPIED 

,BUILDING(S) ,PRIVATE X UNOCCUPIED 

-STRUCTURE -BOTH -..WORK I N  PROGRESS 

XSWE PUBLIC ACQUISITION ACCESSIBLE 
,OBJECT J N  PROCESS ..-YES RESTRIClED 

-BEING CONSIDERED X I F 5  UNRESTRICTED 

--NO 

PRESENT USE 
-AGRICULTURF ,MUSEUM 

-COMMERCIAL -.PARK 

-EDUCATIONAL ,PRIVATE RESlOENCE 

-ENTERTAINMENT -RELIGIOUS 

-GOVERNMENT --SCIENTIFIC 

-INDUSTRIAL -TRANSPORTATlOrV 

--MILITARY LOTHER 

NAME 

C i t y  o f  Fredericksburg , S u p e r i n t e n d l  of3 SchoolsL Fredericksbura C i t y  School s 
STREET & NUMBER - .----- -- ". 
CITY. TOWN STATE 

Fredericksburg - VICINITY OF Virqinia 22401 A 

 LOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION 
COURTHOUSE. 

REG'STRY OF DEEDSFIC. City o f  Fredericksburg- -. 
STREET & NUMBER 

.. - 
- - . - -. .- 

CITY. TOWN STATE 

TITLE 

U n t i t l e d  Survey by Dr. Clyde Carter 
--- 

DATE 

197511976 --FEDERAL STATE SOUND *LOCAL .----.-. - -- 
DEPOSITORY FOR 

sURVEy RECoRos Hary Washinaton Col leue -- 1 
STATE 

i 
U1Y.TOWN i 

eyp94823
Text Box
Listed On:VLR     04/19/1977                                                         NRHP  11/14/1978



CONDITION CHECK ONE CHECK ONE 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND O R I ~ ~ A ~  IIF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

There is e x t e n s i v e  documentary evldence a v a i l a b l e  on t h e  s i t e  cover ing t h e  y e a r s  of 
i t s  u t i l i z a t i o n  a s  a manufactory f o r  arms f o r  t h e  Revolutionary War. In a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  
main gunnery bu i ld ing ,  t h e  gunnery c m p l e x  included a two s t o r y  magazine wi th  a n  upper 
room measuring 28 f e e t  by 28 f e e t ,  w i t h  a rocin below vayJted f o r  s to rage .  The manufactory 
a l s o  included a s torehouse and c o a l  house  with-.a shed. A mil lhouse ,  adapted . t o  gun manu- 
fac tu re ,  and s t r u c t u r e s  used a s  an o v e r s e e r ' s  house and ki tchen were l o c a t e d  on a n  ad ja -  
c e n t  p lece  of proper ty  which functioned a s  an extension of t h e  gun ~nanufactory ].and. 

1783 when t h e  gunnery was no longer funct ioning,  t h e  gunnery complex was con- 
ve r ted  i n t o  an educa t lona l  f a c i l i t y ,  Fredericksburg Academy. In  1788 Freder icksburg 
Academy s o l d  some low-lying ac reage  and a s t a l e  foundation s i t u a t e d  thereon.  Although 
Academy T r u s t e e s  ob ta ined  permission f o r  the foundation t o  be dismantled and s o l d  sep- 
a r a t e l y ,  r e c o r a s  a r e  unc lea r  whether such dn independent s a l e  took place .  

In  1786 t h e  main bu i ld ing  a t  t h e  gunnery was converted i n t o  a temporary h o s p i t a l  
and r e p a i r s  were ordered t o  be made to other  e x i s t i n g  bui ldings .  A p l a t  dd t ing  from 1793 
when t h e  mamfactory a g a i n  was a n  educatiortal i n s t f t u t i o n  shows a garden, ba th ,  sp r ing ,  . 
s t a b l e ,  and academy. S i x  a d d i t i o n a l  bui ld ings  are ind ica ted  on t h a t  map (map 1 ) .  

,In subsequent y e a r s  a .successful  tannery was i n  operat ion on l a n d s  'adjoining t h e  
academy proper ty ,  One s t r u c t u r e  modif ieo i n  t h e  19th  century survived u n t i l  a t  l e a s t  a s  
l a t e  a s  1866'. The: proper ty  was' then var iously  subdivfded and any remaining b u i l d i n g s  
were removed e v e n t u a l l y  o r  went i n t o  decay. 

Today, no b u i l d i n g s  su rv ive  above ground. A modern road s e p a r a t e s  t h e  s p r i n g  from 
a s t a n d  of  'trees wherein l i e  t h e  remains of t h e  gun manufactury. 

I n  1975, wi th  t h e  aid of  t h e  1793 survey p l a t  and wi th  t h e  known l o c a t i o n  o f  t h e  
sp r ing ,  t h e  suspected l o c a t i o n  of one of tlte bui ld ings  on t h a t  p l a t  was staked o f f  
(drawing 1 ) .  

Sca t t e red  b r i c k  r u b b l e  and s tone  l a y  above ground , l n  t h i s  a r e a .  $ubsurface test Jng 
revea led  s u b s t a n t i a l  b r i c k  remains over an area 60 f e e t  by 50 f e e t .  Brick w a l l s  def ined 
one b u i l d i n g  a t  least  35 feet i n  l eng th  and a t  l e a s t  15 f e e t  wide. .A reused sandstmesl!l  
n e a r l y  4 feet i n  width is centexed on t i l e  E wal l  of t h i s  bu i ld ing  (photo  1) .  P a r t  of t b i s  
foundat ion c u t s  through a n  e a r l i e r  brlck p i e r  from another  bu i ld ing  (photo  2 1. A sectior.  
of s t o n e s  a t  l e a s t  t h r e e  feet wide and 25 feet long was uncovered with what a p p e a r s  t o  be 
a p o s s i b l e  hear th  near  ttie' c e n t e r  of t h a t  sect ion.  This s t o n e  s e c t i o n  i s  o r i e n t c d  p a r a l l e l  
t o  t h e  w a l l s  of t h e  s t r u c t u r e  t o  t h e  nor th  and 50 f e e t  south  of t h a t  b u i l d i n g ' s  n o r t h  wall  
(dwg.1). On t h e  west end OF t h i s  l i n e  of s t o n e s  and perpendicrllar t o  i t ,  is a s e c t i o n  of 
br ick  a t  l e a s t  4: f e e t  wide, extending 42 feet northward. This  is f l a t  and c o n s t m c t e d  of' 
b r i c k  b a t s .  A s e c t i o n  of f a l l e n  wall was discovered t o  t h e  e a s t  of t h e s e  r u i n s  wi th  
bonding c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  of t h e  19 th  century.  - 



a SIGNIFICANCE 

PERIOD AREAS OF SlGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW 
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b . **. 
b. P 

SPECIFIC DATES ,1775-1763 , , :. . , , , BUILDEWARCHITECT 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

I n  k f y  1775 the. Convention of Delegdtes passed as. ordinance which e s t ab l i shed  
"a manufactory. . . to b e  e rec ted  a t  or near I redericksburg under t h e  d i r e c t i o n  o f  corn- 
r n i ~ s i o n e r s ~ ~ ~ f o r  t h e  purpose of repa i r ing  and manufacturing a n a l l  arms f o r  t h e  Revo- 
l u t i o n .  The Fredericksburg Gun tbnufactory functioned i n  t h i s  s t r a t e g i c  r o l e  u n t i l  
1783,. supplying arms t o  t h e  Regiments o f .  numerous V i  r g in i a  c w t i e s .  

I 

Five  men, Mann Page, 3r ,, Samuel Selden, William Fitzhugh, Char les  Dick and F i e ld -  
i n g  Lewis, were appointed t o  serve a s  Comrtissioners, although the  ordinance s t a t e d  t h a t  
any t h r e e  of them could func t ion  a s  a Commission. F ie ld ing  Lewis and Charles  Dick irn- 

, mediately assumed t h e  l eadersh ip  of t h i s  en t e rp r i s e ,  acquir ing a t r a c t  of Richard Brooke's 
1 land on t h e  edge of Fredericksburg.  They supplemented t h i s  acreage with t h e  r e n t a l  of 

, ! a n  ad j acen t  two a c r e s  which included a mill, belonging t o  Loya l i s t  Roger Dixon. 

A n o t i c e  i n  t h e  September 22,  1775 Virginia Gazette adver t i sed  for  gunsmiths, lock- 
smiths  and "other a r t i s t s  capable of managing t h a t  business i n  its va r ious  branches.'12 
It s t a t e d  t ha t . . app l i c an t s  .should expect t o  serve.  f o r  a t  l e a s t  a .year. Men employed a t  
t h e  gun manufactory were exempted from mi l i t a ry  se rv ice .  A subsequent n o t i c e  i n  t h e  
December 13, 1775 Vi rg in ia  Gazette stated t h a t  ".the Manufactory o f  Arms a t  Frederlcks- 
burg has  produced same most=parable guns, completely f i n i ~ h e d . " ~  

The Commisdoners of  t h e  Fredericksburg Gun Manufactory a l s o  were t o  r e ce ive  and 
d i s t r i b u t e  arms from other.  manufacturers,  In 1776 Richard Brooke and James Tu t t  were 
h i red  by F i e ld ing  Lewis t o  bui ld  a s t o r ~ e  magazine on t h e  gun manufactory l o t  f o r  t h e  
r e cep t i on  of pub l ic  arms and ammunition. The Council ordered t h a t  i t . b e  b u i l t  on1 t h e  
same plan and dimensions of t h e  Williamsburg powder magazine. The magazine's upper 
room was 28 f e e t  square ,  whereas t h e  lower room was vaulted f o r  t h e  s t o r a g e  of amnu- 
n i t  ion; it was considered f i r e p r o o f ,  vulnerable  only t o  l igh tn ing .  Brooke and T u t t  
were a l s o  h i r e d  t o  underpin the  Coal House and Storehouse a t  t he  gun factory.  The m i l l -  
house on t h e  Dixon property was adapted f o r  gr inding o f f  gun b a r r e l s ,  bayonets, ramrods, 
and f jles, S t r u c t u r e s  on the  Dixon property were asso used a s  an Overseer ' s  house and 
ki tchen  . 

The m j o r  p u r s u i t  of t h e  gun manufactory i n  its e a r l i e s t  days was the r e s t o r a t i o n  
of arms t o  a usable  condi t ion ,  F ie ld ing  Lewis, wr i t ing  t o  George Washington i n  Febru- 
a ry  1776, s t a t e d  t h a t  workers had been pr imari ly  employed i n  t h e  r e p a i r  of o ld  guns. They 
had replaced the.  locks  s t o l e n  by Lord Dunmore's men from t h e  muskets a t  t h e  \Villiamsburg 
powder magazine, Lewis canmented t h a t  the gunnery had only one gun lockmaker who not  
only produced locks ,  but  hat1 inst;ructed many o t h e r s  who had become expert .  

(see cont inuat ion sheet #I) 
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On October 2 ,  1777 a n  a c t  was passed allowing t h e  Commissioners of  t h e  Gun Clanu- 
f a c t o r y  t o  t a k e  on whi te  appren t ices .  i t =  Manufactory was t o  provide t h e s e  apprer t t ices  
w i t h  c l o t h i n g ,  bedding, and provisions.  Negroes were employed t o  cook, bake, f e t c h  
water and run  errands .  In  t h e  words of Charles  Dick, f a c t o r y  d i r e c t o r ,  workers l i v e d  
"as a l a r g e  farnily,"4 t ak ing  t h e i r  meals a t  one big  t a b l e .  Much of t h e i r  food was de- 
r ived  from "a spacious  garden which supp l ies  t h e  necessary Greens and roots"5 and they 
were provided with water from a nearby spr ing.  No imbibing was perm1 t t e d .  Workmen 
were fu rn i shed  wi th  osnaburg t r o u s e r s  and workshir ts ,  coarse  s tock ings  and s tu rdy  shoes. 

Char les  D i c k  p rac t i ced  s p e c i a l i z a t i o n  o f  l a b o r  within t h e  fac to ry .  A master  work- 
- man was employed t o  d i s t r i b u t e  t o o l s  and work mate r ia l s ,  r ece ive  f i n i s h e d  work and t o  

i n s t r u c t  where necessary.  Cer ta in  workmen undertook s p e c i f i c  a s p e c t s  of gun manufactuse 
and r e p a i r ,  Dick 's  comnenting i n  a l e t t e r  t o  t h e  Comiss ioner  of War t h a t  t h i s  s y s t a  

' 

o f f e r e d  t h e  g r e a t e s t  e f f i c i e n c y  and r e l i a b i l i t y ,  

8 y  May 1777 t h e  gunnery was producing a t  l e a s t  20 muskets a week, complete wi th  
bayonets. They suppl ied t h e  M i l i t i a s  of numerous coun t ies  a s  well a s  t h e  men of t h e  

: l,larquis d e  Lafaye t t e ,  whom they furnished with 600 stand of arms and 50,000 c a r t r i d g e s ,  
a canb ina t ion  of f i r e a r m s  made i n  Fredericksburg and those  received from o t h e r  s u p p l i e r s -  

Workmen a t  t h e  f a c t o r y  made t h e i r  own t o o l s  and rmchinery and produced f i r e a r m s  
from t h e  rough m a t e r i a l s ,  i ron ,  s t e e l ,  and walnut planking f o r  gun s tocks .  Lead, needed 
t o  prove t h e  gun b a r r e l s ,  was i n  s h o r t  supply i n  September 1780 when Char les  Dick wrott? 
Col. George Iluter t h a t  t h e r e  was no l a d  t o  be bought and t h a t  they had even used t h e  
l ead  of t h e i r  windows and shopweights. He requested p ro tec t ion  from m i l i t a r y  confiscat;on 
f o r  h i s  two horses  which he claimed were e s s e n t i a l  t o  t h e  operat ion o f  t h e  gunnery. 

Char les  Dick discovered t h a t  powder s to red  b e t t e r  in c a r t r i d g e s  than i n  b a r r e l s .  He I 
wrote t h e  Governor on 3anuary 4 ,  1781 t h a t  the  men of Freder icksburg "and even t h e  Ladys ' 

have very s p i r i t e d l y  a t t e n d e d  a t  t h e  Gunnery and a s s i s t e d  t o  make up.. -20,000 Car t r idges  
with &rl le ts ."6  

The number of workers employed a t  Lhe f a c t o r y  f l u c t u a t e d  widely over  t h e  y e a r s ,  p r i -  
marily because of t h e  f i n a n c i a l  problems which p l a p e d  i t  from t h e  beginning. O f f i c i a l  
r e c o r d s  c o n t a i n  many poignant p l e a s  by Char les  Dick f o r  h i s  workmen'-to be paid.  H e  r e f e r s  
t o  t h e i r  ragged c l o t h i n g  and poor provis ions ,  l iken ing  t o  ca r r ion  t h e  beef with which they 
were fu rn i shed .  A t  times h i s  workers l e f t  t h e i r  jobs t o  earn money t o  support  t h e i r  
fami l ies .  Dick informed t h e  Governor and t h e  Comiss ioner  o f  War t h a t  h i s  personal  c r e d i t  
had been extended t o  t h e  breaking po in t  Lo purchase m a t e r i a l s  and provisLons f o r  t h e  gun- 
nery. Col.  F i e l d i n g  Lweis went heavi ly  i n t o  d e b t  f o r  t h e  sake of  t h e  Freder icksburg Gun 
blanufactory , expenses f o r  which he was never f u l l y  reimbursed. 

The f a c t o r y  continued t o  s t r u g g l e  a long u n t i l  e a r l y  i n  1783. falajor Alexander D i d c ,  
son of Char les  Dick, who had been appointed d i r e c t o r  of t h e  gunnery upon t h e  death  of h i s  

(see cont inkt lon sheet #2) 
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f a t h e r ,  w r o t e  t o  t h e  Governor on February 19, 1783 t h a t  t h e r e  were on ly  t h r e e  a r t i s a n s  
and a few s e r v a n t s  remaining a t  t h e  f a c t o r y  and t h a t  he could n o t  anploy more because  
back wages were owed. He r eques ted  t h a t  any arms t o  be r epa i r ed  be  s e n t  t o  P o i n t  of 
Fork,  c l o s i n g  h i s  letter w i t h  t h e  comment t h a t  t h e  gunnery l and  had a p p r e c i a t e d  cons id-  
e r a b l y  i n  v a l u e ,  from t h e  600 pounds which had gone i n t o  t h e  purchase  of  the proper ty  
arld c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  t h e  b u i l d i n g s  back i n  1775. The Council  responded f i v e  d a y s  l a t e r  
by a c c e p t i n g  Alexander Dick ' s  recornendat ion  t h a t  t h e  f a c t o r y  be  c l o s e d  and d e c i d i n g  t h a t  
"al l  t h e  arms c a p a b l e  of  r e p a i  and such of t h e  m a t e r i a l s  as can be  removed be  t r a n s p o r t e d  
t o  t h e  P o i n t  of Forkw arsenal . '  They a l s o  a s su red  hfn t h a t  s t e p s  would b e  taken t o  pay 
off t h e  l a b o r e r s  a t  t h e  f a c t o r y .  

I n  May 1783 t h e  L e g i s l a t u r e  passed an a c t  t r a n s f e r r i n g  t h e  p ~ b l i c  l a n d  and b u i l d i n g s  1 
of t h e  former  gun f a c t o r y  t o  t h e  T r u s t e e s  of  Freder icksburg  Academy, an  e d u c a t i o n a l  i n -  ; I .  
s t i t u t i o n  e s t a b l i s h e d  f o r  t h e  enlightenment of youth and t h e  advancement of  sc i ence .  The 
T r u s t e e s  were empowered t o  hire a headmaster and i n s t r u c t o r s  and any o t h e r  personnel  i .  

I - 

necessa ry  t o  r u n  t h e  schoo l ;  they were a l s o  t o  e s t a b l i s h  t u i t i o n  fees. 

'The T r u s t e e s  were a u t h o r i z e d  t o  r a i s e  m n e y  f o r  t h e  suppor t  o f  t h e  school .  On &to-  
ber  ll, 1786 t h e  L e g i s l a t u r e  passed a n  a c t  a u t h o r i z i n g  t h e  T r u s t e e s  t o  sell a smal l  quan- . 
t i t y  of low, or sunken, l and  belonging t o  t h e  Academy, a s  well a s  t h e  m a t e r i d l s  o f  a 
s t o n e  b u i l d i n g  on t h o s e  l ands .  I n  a Deed dated  September 22, 1788 t h e  T r u s t e e s  o f  Fre- 
de r i cksburg  Academy conveyed c e r t a i n  land t o  3oseph C h r i s t y  who o p e r a t e d  a t h r i v i n g  tan-  
nery  on t h e  p r o p e r t y  f o r  many yea r s .  

The F rede r i cksburg  Vi rg in ia  G a z e t t e  s e v e r a l  t imes  a d v e r t i s e d  l o t t e r i e s  h e l d  by t h e  
T r u s t e e s  t o  r a i s e  money f o r  t h e  Freder icksburg  Academy. On November 19 ,  1787 t h e  Trus- 
tees a d v e r t i s e d  a l o t t e r y  " t o  suppor t  t h e  academy and r e p a i r i n g  and making a d d i t i o n s  t o  
t h e  b u i l d i n g s . u 8  Two y e a r s  l a t e r ,  on October 14 ,  1789 they a t t empted  t o  r a i s e  4000 pounds 
by means of  a l o t t e r y ,  i n  o r d e r  t o  "defray t h e  expense o f  e r e c t i n g  a l u i l d i  g on t h e  
academy l a n d s  f o r  t h e  purpose of  accomodating t h e  p r o f e s s o r s  and s t u d e n t s .  I,B 

h r f - n g  3anuary 1786 t h e  F rede r i cksburg  Coun.cil ordered  t h a t  t h e  main b u i l d i n g  of t h e  
former gunnery be  t u r n e d  i n t o  a h o s p i t a l  f o r  t h e  r e c e i p t  of "poor peop le  and negroes"1° 
d u r i n g  t h e  h e i g h t  o f  a n  epidemic o f  a n  u n i d e n t i f i e d  i n f e c t i o u s  d i s e a s e .  They r e q u i r e d  
t h e  c u r r e n t  occupan t s  t o  move o u t  t empora r i ly  and ordered  r e p a i r s  to o t h e r  e x i s t i n g  gun- 
nery  b u i l d i n g s ,  t o  be p a r t  o f  t h e  medical  fac i? . i ty .  Council  r e c o r d s  i n  3 u l y  1787 s t a t e  ; 
t h a t  t h o s e  pe r sons  s t o r i n g  powder in t h e  p u b l i c  magazine are o rde red  t o  remove 1 t, t h e  
"Pub l i c  Magazine being appropr i a t ed  t o  t h e  purpose of t h e  ~cademy." l l  

On August 27, 1601 t h e  T r u s t e e s  of t h e  Academy, then  known a s  t h e  F r e d e r i c k s b u r g  
C h a r i t y  School,  w i t h  a u t h o r i z a t i o n  of t h e  General  Aesembly, s o l d  t h e  p rope r ty  t a  Richard i 
3ohnston,  a F rede r i cksburg  merchant. I n  subsequent  y e a r s  t h e  p rope r ty  passed through a 
success ion  of  ownerships ,  u l t i m a t e l y  be ing  subdivided i n t o .  l o t s .  

(see c o n t i n u a t i a n  s h e e t  #3) 
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The completeness o f  h i s t o r i c a l  documentation on t h i s  site should provide a unique 
opportunity for  t h e  c o r r e l a t i o n  o f  h i s t o r i c a l  records with archaeology . Excavation and 
study of t h e  Fredericksburg Gun t,lanufactory should a l s o  provide information on t h e  com- 
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