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7 .  A r c h i t e c t u r a l  D e s c r i p t i o n  

Summary D e s c r i p t i o n  

K i l l a h e v l i n  (1401  N .  Royal  Avenue) i s  a  l a r g e ,  d e t a c h e d ,  
two-and-one-ha l f - s tory  b r i c k  house  b u i l t  c a .  1905 i n  a  m o d i f i e d  
Queen Anne s t y l e  and l o c a t e d  on 2.92 l a n d s c a p e d  a c r e s  a t  t h e  
n o r t h e r n  e d g e  o f  F r o n t  Roya l ,  V i r g i n i a .  ( P h o t o  1) Des igned  by 
t h e  f i r m  o f  A .  B .  M u l l e t t  and Co., Washington ,  D .  C . ,  a s  t h e  home 
o f  W i l l i a m  E. Ca r son ,  who l a t e r  was t h e  f i r s t  d i r e c t o r  o f  t h e  
V i r g i n i a  Development and C o n s e r v a t i o n  Commission, t h e  house  h a s  
been a l t e r e d  by t h e  a d d i t i o n  c a .  1926 o f  a n  e n c l o s e d  s l e e p i n g  
p o r c h ,  c o v e r e d  i n  wood s h i n g l e s ,  a c r o s s  t h e  s e c o n d - f l o o r  f r o n t ;  
t h e  e n c l o s u r e  ( d a t e  n o t  known) o f  t h e  n o r t h  end of  t h e  o r i g i n a l  
wraparound f r o n t  p o r c h ;  t h e  e x t e n s i o n  ( c a .  1926)  o f  t h e  d i n i n g  
room a t  t h e  s o u t h  s i d e ,  r e p l a c i n g  a  p o r t i o n  o f  t h e  o r i g i n a l  
po rch ;  and t h e  s c r e e n i n g  o f  t h e  r e m a i n d e r  o f  t h e  p o r c h .  The 
t e r r a c e d  g r o u n d s ,  o r i g i n a l l y  p a r t  o f  a  n i n e - a c r e  t r a c t ,  c o n t a i n  
many m a t u r e  e v e r g r e e n s ,  d e c i d u o u s  t r ees ,  and  s h r u b s  amid a  series 
o f  s t o n e  r e t a i n i n g  w a l l s .  A n a r r o w ,  g r a v e l  road  winds  f rom Royal  
Avenue t o  a  p a r k i n g  a r e a  beh ind  t h e  main house .  N o r t h e a s t  o f  t h e  
main h o u s e  i s  a  two-s tory  b r i c k  g u e s t  h o u s e  w i t h  a w a t e r  t ower  a t  
i t s  w e s t  s i d e .  A t  t h e  n o r t h w e s t  and  s o u t h e a s t  s i d e s  o f  t h e  main 
house  a r e  two g a z e b o s  o f  wood, s t o n e ,  and  c o n c r e t e ;  a  l a r g e  
swimming p o o l ,  i n  poor  c o n d i t i o n ,  i s  o n  t h e  e a s t  s i d e .  The house  
and g r o u n d s  a r e  i n  f a i r  t o  good c o n d i t i o n  and a r e  c u r r e n t l y  b e i n g  
r e n o v a t e d  f o r  u s e  a s  a  b e d - a n d - b r e a k f a s t  g u e s t  house .  The 
p r o p e r t y  c o n t a i n s  two c o n t r i b u t i n g  b u i l d i n g s  ( t h e  main h o u s e  and 
t h e  g u e s t h o u s e / w a t e r  t o w e r ) ,  two c o n t r i b u t i n g  s t r u c t u r e s  ( t h e  two 
g a z e b o s ) ,  a n d  o n e  n o n c o n t r i b u t i n g  s t r u c t u r e  ( t h e  swimming p o o l ) .  

A r c h i t e c t u r a l  A n a l y s i s  

Ten s h e e t s  o f  e x t a n t  unda ted  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  d rawings  i n  t h e  
form o f  b l u e p r i n t s  f rom t h e  o f f i c e  o f  A .  B .  M u l l e t t  and Company 
i n c l u d e  e l e v a t i o n s  o f  a l l  f o u r  o r i g i n a l  f a c a d e s ,  a l o n g i t u d i n a l  
s e c t i o n ,  a  c r o s s  s e c t i o n ,  p l a n s  o f  t h e  f i r s t  f l o o r ,  a t t i c ,  and  
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basement ,  and a  p l a n  f o r  t h e  a t t i c  f l o o r i n g . '  However, i t  
a p p e a r s  l i k e l y  t h a t  a  number o f  d e s i g n  c h a n g e s  o c c u r r e d  between 
t h e  p r e p a r a t i o n  of  t h e s e  d r a w i n g s  and  c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  t h e  house ,  
p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n  r e g a r d  t o  t h e  wrapa round  p o r c h .  The most 
s i g n i f i c a n t  d i f f e r e n c e s  a r e  n o t e d  i n  t h e  a n a l y s i s  below.  

On t h e  e a s t ,  n o r t h ,  and s o u t h  s i d e s  o f  t h e  house  a r e  s e v e r a l  
minor ,  b r i c k  o r  f rame one- and t w o - s t o r y  a d d i t i o n s  c o n s t r u c t e d  a t  
v a r i o u s  t i m e s  b e f o r e  1960. ( P h o t o s  3 ,  4 ,  5  ) The b r i c k  w a l l s  
t h a t  a r e  v i s i b l e  a r e  u n p a i n t e d .  S h i n g l e s  on t h e  s e c o n d - f l o o r  
f r o n t  a r e  now p a i n t e d  w h i t e ;  t h e y  w e r e  o r i g i n a l l y  s t a i n e d  a  d a r k  
brown a n d  l a t e r  p a i n t e d  d a r k  g r e e n .  ( P h o t o  1) 

Roofs 

On t h e  o r i g i n a l ,  o r  main,  b l o c k  o f  t h e  house ,  t h e  r i d g e  o f  
t h e  s t e e p l y  p i t c h e d  h i p  r o o f  r u n s  e a s t - w e s t ,  w i t h  a n  i n t e r s e c t i n g  
g a b l e  roo f  on t h e  n o r t h  f a c a d e  a n d  a n  i n t e r s e c t i n g  h i p  roo f  on 
t h e  e a s t  f a c a d e .  The r o o f  h a s  a  k i c k  a t  t h e  e a v e s .  T h e r e  a r e  
two h ipped  do rmers  o n  t h e  west s i d e ,  o n e  s m a l l  h ipped  dormer on 
t h e  s o u t h ,  and one  s m a l l  h i p p e d  dormer  and  o n e  l a r g e  g a b l e d  
dormer o n  t h e  e a s t .  The main r o o f  i s  c o v e r e d  i n  g r a y  s l a t e  
s h i n g l e s  i n  s q u a r e - b u t t  and f i s h - s c a l e  s h a p e s .  T h e r e  a r e  f o u r  
t a l l ,  c o r b e l l e d  b r i c k  chimneys.  Two l a r g e  s h e e t - m e t a l  a t t i c  
v e n t i l a t o r s  a r e  a t  t h e  e a s t  and west c o r n e r s  o f  t h e  h ipped  
s e c t i o n .  Low-pitched s h e d  r o o f s  i n  s t and ing- seam m e t a l  c o v e r  t h e  
one- and two-s to ry  a d d i t i o n s  on a l l  f o u r  s i d e s .  T h e r e  a r e  
p r o j e c t i n g  e a v e s  and a  p l a i n  wood c o r n i c e .  

Main (West)  Facade  

%he b l u e p r i n t s  a r e  i n  t h e  p o s s e s s i o n  of  t h e  owners  of 
K i l l a h e v l i n ;  c o p i e s  a r e  i n  t h e  f i l e s  o f  t h e  Depar tment  of  H i s t o r i c  
Resources .  The c o n s t r u c t i o n  d a t e  a t t r i b u t e d  t o  t h e  house  (1905)  
i s  t a k e n  from a  1958 newspaper a r t i c l e  w r i t t e n  d u r i n g  t h e  ownersh ip  
o f  W i l l i a m  C a r s o n ' s  d a u g h t e r s .  
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The f i v e - b a y  p r i n c i p a l  f a c a d e  f a c e s  w e s t ,  t oward  Royal 
S t r e e t .  ( P h o t o  1) Now l a r g e l y  h idden  by s h i n g l e d ,  s c r e e n e d ,  and 
g l a z e d  a d d i t i o n s ,  t h e  o r i g i n a l  w a l l s  a r e  o f  e i g h t - c o u r s e  common- 
bond b r i c k  above a  h i g h  basement  o f  rock - faced  random-ashlar  g r a y  
l i m e s t o n e .  The main e n t r a n c e  i s  a t  t h e  c e n t e r  o f  t h e  west 
f a c a d e .  A t  t h e  e n t r a n c e  i s  a  h i g h ,  t h r e e - b a y ,  o n e - s t o r y  p o r t i c o  
w i t h  f l a t  r o o f ,  s i m p l e ,  d e e p ,  wood c o r n i c e ,  and  f o u r  Tuscan  
columns s e t  a t o p  r o c k - f a c e d  random-ashlar  s t o n e  p i l l a r s  s e p a r a t e d  
by wood b a l u s t r a d e s .  T h r e e  s e t s  of  f i v e  b r i c k  s t e p s  w i t h  s t o n e  
s i d e s  and b r o a d  s t o n e  c o p i n g  approach  t h e  e n t r a n c e  l a n d i n g  from 
t h e  w e s t ,  n o r t h ,  and  s o u t h ;  a n o t h e r  s e t  o f  s e v e n  b r i c k  s t e p s  w i t h  
s t o n e  s i d e s  and b r o a d  c o p i n g  l e a d  t o  t h e  p o r t i c o .  A o n e - s t o r y ,  
14-bay wraparound p o r c h  w i t h  b r i c k  and s t o n e  p i l l a r s  e x t e n d s  t h e  
w i d t h  of  t h e  h o u s e  o n  t h e  w e s t  s i d e  and o n t o  b o t h  t h e  n o r t h  and 
s o u t h  s i d e s .  (The o r i g i n a l  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  b l u e p r i n t s  show t h e  
po rch  w i t h  a  s l o p i n g  r o o f  l i n e  and a  s h a l l o w  ped imen t  a t  t h e  
e n t r a n c e .  I t  i s  o n l y  t h r e e  b a y s  wide  on t h e  west  f a c a d e  and d o e s  
n o t  e x t e n d  o n  t h e  n o r t h 2 s i d e  o f  t h e  house .  However, a  c a .  1920 
pho tograph  o f  t h e  h o u s e  i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  t h e  p o r c h  was e i t h e r  
b u i l t  w i t h  a  f l a t - r o o f e d  c e n t e r  p o r t i c o  and  a  f l a t  r o o f  w i t h  
b a l u s t r a d e  o v e r  t h e  main p o r c h ,  o r  t h a t  t h e  p o r c h  was  
s u b s t a n t i a l l y  a l t e r e d  less t h a n  twenty  y e a r s  a f t e r  t h e  house  was 
c o n s t r u c t e d - -  c e r t a i n l y  b e f o r e  1926 when t h e  s l e e p i n g  p o r c h  was 
added . )  The two n o r t h e r n m o s t  b a y s  of  t h e  p o r c h  have  been  
e n c l o s e d  w i t h  s t o n e ,  b r i c k ,  and wood. T h r e e  b a y s  a t  t h e  s o u t h  
end o f  t h e  w e s t  f a c a d e  and  t h r e e  bays  on t h e  s o u t h  s i d e  of  t h e  
house  have been  s c r e e n e d .  The house  was e n l a r g e d  c a .  1926 by t h e  

2 ~ h e  p h o t o g r a p h  o r i g i n a l l y  appea red  i n  F r o n t  Roya l -R ive r ton ,  
V i r g i n i a :  An I d e a l  I n d u s t r i a l  C e n t e r  - w i t h  E x c e p t i o n a l  Advantages 
and ~ t t r a c t i o n s  ( F r o n t  R o y a l ,  Va.: F r o n t  Roya l  Chamber o f  Commerce, - 
n.d. [ ca .  1 9 2 1 1 ) .  A copy o f  t h e  b o o k l e t  is i n  t h e  f i l e s  of  t h e  
Warren S e n t i n e l ,  F r o n t  Roya l .  The p h o t o g r a p h ,  r e p r o d u c e d  d i r e c t l y  
from t h e  b o o k l e t ,  a p p e a r e d  i n  t h e  S e n t i n e l  o n  Wednesday, J a n u a r y  
1 5 ,  1992. 
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a d d i t i o n  o f  a  14-bay,  f u l l - w i d t h  s l e e p i n g  p o r c h  f a c e d  w i t h  f i s h -  
s c a l e  wood s h i n g l e s  a c r o s s  t h e  s e c o n d - s t o r y  f r o n t  o f  t h e  house .  
There  i s  a  c o n t i n u o u s  l i n e  o f  1 4  1/1 windows w i t h  wood s a s h ;  t h e  
lower  p o r t i o n  o f  t h e  s a s h  s l i d e s  down i n t o  t h e  w a l l .  

North Facade 

On t h e  n o r t h  f a c a d e  ( P h o t o  5 ) ,  t h e  p r e s e n c e  o f  a n  i n t e r i o r  
s t a i r  n e a r  t h e  c e n t e r  o f  t h e  main b l o c k  is i n d i c a t e d  by a  
p r o j e c t i n g  two-and-one-ha l f - s tory  bay w i t h  a  ped imen ted  g a b l e  
roof  r i s i n g  t h r o u g h  t h e  main c o r n i c e  l i n e .  A small ,  f o u r - l i g h t ,  
f i x e d  o c u l u s  window w i t h  wood s a s h  and round ,  wood f r ame  i s  i n  
t h e  tympanum, which i s  c o v e r e d  i n  f i s h - s c a l e  d a r k  g r a y  s l a t e  
s h i n g l e s  a t  t h e  a t t i c  l e v e l .  The g a b l e  h a s  a  b r o a d ,  c u r v i n g ,  
wood f a s c i a  and  p l a i n  c o r n i c e .  A t h r e e - p a r t  window ensemble  
l i g h t s  t h e  l a n d i n g  be tween t h e  second  and  a t t i c  s t o r i e s .  A 
round-arch l i n t e l  composed o f  t h r e e  rows o f  v e r t i c a l  b r i c k s  and a  
l i m e s t o n e  k e y s t o n e  i s  above  t h e  c e n t e r  s e c t i o n .  The c e n t e r  
window i s  6/1 l i g h t s  i n  double-hung wood s a s h ,  w i t h  a  
s e m i c i r c u l a r  o n e - l i g h t  f a n l i g h t  w i t h  wood s a s h .  The two 
s t a t i o n a r y  1 2 - l i g h t  s i d e  windows have  wood s a s h  and  p l a i n  s t o n e  
l i n t e l s ;  t h e r e  i s  a  s i n g l e ,  c o n t i n u o u s  p l a i n  wood s i l l .  Between 
t h e  f i r s t  and second  f l o o r s  a r e  t h r e e  t a l l ,  n a r r o w ,  f i x e d  
windows, e a c h  c o n t a i n i n g  a  s m a l l  r e c t a n g u l a r ,  h i n g e d ,  o n e - l i g h t  
p a n e l  above a  t a l l e r ,  s t a t i o n a r y  o n e - l i g h t  p a n e l ;  t h e r e  i s  a  
c o n t i n u o u s  s t o n e  l i n t e l  a n d  c o n t i n u o u s  p l a i n  wood s i l l .  A t  t h e  
f i r s t  f l o o r  two s m a l l  na r row window o p e n i n g s  w i t h  round-arched 
heads  o f  two rows o f  b r i c k  w i t h  s t o n e  k e y s t o n e s  have  been  removed 
and t h e  o p e n i n g s  e n l a r g e d  t o  a l l o w  t h e  i n s e r t i o n  o f  a  l a r g e  wood 
d o o r  t o  t h e  basement .  

The w e s t e r n  end  o f  t h e  n o r t h  f a c a d e ,  f o r m e r l y  p a r t  of  a  
wraparound p o r c h ,  h a s  been  e n c l o s e d  i n  s t o n e  b e n e a t h  t h e  o r i g i n a l  
b r i c k  p o r c h  p i e r s .  The w e s t e r n  end  of  t h e  s e c o n d  f l o o r ,  
o r i g i n a l l y  a  f l a t  deck  a t o p  t h e  p o r c h ,  h a s  been  e n c l o s e d  i n  f rame 
and c o v e r e d  i n  s h i n g l e s .  A s i n g l e  h i p p e d  dormer w i t h  p a i r e d  s i x -  
l i g h t  windows w i t h  p l a i n  wood s a s h  i s  n e a r  t h e  f r o n t  (west e n d )  
o f  t h e  o r i g i n a l  main b l o c k  o f  t h e  house .  On t h e  f i r s t  f l o o r ,  a  
s i d e  e n t r a n c e  t o  t h e  f o r m e r  p o r c h  h a s  b e e n  b r i c k e d  i n  between two 
b r i c k  po rch  p i l l a r s ,  b u t  t h e  o r i g i n a l  s e v e n - s t e p  b r i c k  s t a i r s  
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w i t h  s t o n e  c h e e k s  and cop ing  r ema in .  Two s e t s  of  p a i r e d  s i x -  
o v e r - o n e - l i g h t  double-hung wood windows w i t h  p l a i n  wood t r im  a r e  
on t h e  f i r s t  f l o o r .  There  a r e  t h r e e  basemen t  windows. On t h e  
second f l o o r  i s  a  6/1 double-hung wood s a s h  window w i t h  p l a i n  
wooden l i n t e l  and s i l l .  

The e a s t e r n  s e c t i o n  o f  t h e  n o r t h  f a c a d e  c o n t a i n s  two n a r r o w ,  
1/1 double-hung wood windows a t  t h e  f i r s t  f l o o r  and two i d e n t i c a l  
windows a t  t h e  second .  A l l  have  a r c h e d  two-course  b r i c k  l i n t e l s  
w i t h  k e y s t o n e s  and p l a i n  wooden s i l l s .  T h e r e  i s  a  s i n g l e ,  small  
basement window. The windowless  w a l l  o f  t h e  o n e - s t o r y ,  shed-  
r o o f e d  k i t c h e n  a d d i t i o n  i s  a t  t h e  r e a r .  

East ( r e a r )  Facade  

The two-and-one-half-s tory main  b l o c k  o f  t h e  r e a r ,  o r  e a s t ,  
f a c a d e  ( P h o t o  5 )  i s  i n  f o u r  i r r e g u l a r  b a y s ,  w i t h  a  two-s to ry ,  
one-bay e x t e n s i o n  a t  t h e  s o u t h  end .  The s o u t h  e x t e n s i o n  c o n t a i n s  
a  modern s e r v i c e  e n t r y  d o o r  o p e n i n g  t o  t h e  e a s t ;  t h e  d o o r  i s  o f  
p a n e l e d  wood w i t h  one  l a r g e  l i g h t  i n  t h e  uppe r  h a l f .  The b r i c k  
s t o o p  h a s  two s t e p s  and two s m a l l  b r i c k  p i l l a r s .  A fo rmer  
s e r v i c e  p o r c h  h a s  been e n c l o s e d  i n  b r i c k  t o  form a  o n e - s t o r y  
a d d i t i o n .  A shed  roof  i n s t a n d i n g - s e a m m e t a l  e x t e n d s  o v e r  t h e  
e n t r y  a t  t h e  s o u t h e a s t  c o r n e r  and  a l s o  c o v e r s  a  s m a l l ,  
wea the rboa rded  1-bay X 1-bay f r ame  e x t e n s i o n  cove red  i n  
wea the rboa rd .  T h i s  e x t e n s i o n  c o n t a i n s  modern m e t a l  casement  
windows. The b r i c k  a d d i t i o n  c o n t a i n s  two windows o n  t h e  e a s t  
f a c a d e :  a  small ,  nar row,  1/1 double-hung wood s a s h  w i t h  round 
a r c h  head and  p l a i n  wood l i n t e l ,  a n d  a  6/1 double-hung wood s a s h ;  
and one  e l l i p t i c a l  s t a i n e d  g l a s s  window o n  t h e  s o u t h  f a c a d e  w i t h  
wood f r ame  a n d  a r c h e d  b r i c k  l i n t e l .  A modern m e t a l  s t o r m  d o o r  i s  
i n  t h e  main b l o c k .  Three  windows o n  t h e  s o u t h  f a c e  o f  t h e  main 
b lock  s e c o n d  s t o r y ,  one wood f l a t  l i n t e l ,  wood double-hung s a s h  
6/1, o n e  6/1 round a r c h  b r i c k  l i n t e l  w i t h  wood s i l l .  T h e r e  a r e  
two dormers :  o n e  g a b l e d  dormer w i t h  p a i r e d  6/1 double-hung wood 
s a s h  windows and  one  h ipped  r o o f  do rmer  w i t h  1/1 double-hung wood 
s a s h .  T h e r e  i s  a  g a b l e  r o o f e d  wood-sh ingled  p r o j e c t i o n  b u i l t  ca .  
1940 t o  s e r v e  a s  a n  e l e v a t o r  s h a f t  ( a l t h o u g h  t h e  e l e v a t o r  was 
never  i n s t a l l e d )  a t  t h e  second  f l o o r  above  t h e  s o u t h  end o f  t h e  
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e n c l o s e d  s e c t i o n .  The s h a f t  h a s  o n e  f i x e d ,  p l a i n ,  fou r -paned ,  
wood-sash window. 

South  Facade  

On t h e  f i r s t  f l o o r  o f  t h e  t w o - s t o r y ,  four -bay  s o u t h  f a c a d e  
(Pho to  2 ) ,  t h e  t h r e e  s i d e  b a y s  o f  t h e  o r i g i n a l  wraparound p o r c h  
have been  s c r e e n e d  be tween b r i c k  and  s t o n e  p i l l a r s ;  e a c h  bay o f  
s c r e e n i n g  i s  two s e c t i o n s  wide  by t h r e e  s e c t i o n s  h i g h  w i t h  wood 
f r aming  and  b r a c k e t s .  The s h i n g l e d  f r o n t  ( w e s t )  end  o f  t h e  
s e c o n d - s t o r y  s o u t h  f a c a d e  c o n t a i n s  two s e t s  o f  p a i r e d  1/1 windows 
w i t h  wood s a s h  and p l a i n  wood f r a m e s ,  c o n t i n u o u s  wood l i n t e l s  and 
s i l l s ,  p l u s  o n e  p a i r  o f  windows w i t h  6/1 double-hung wood s a s h ,  
wide b o a r d  f r a m e s ,  and wood l i n t e l  and  s i l ls .  The r e a r  ( e a s t )  
end o f  t h e  s o u t h  f a c a d e  c o n t a i n s  f o u r  g rouped  12 /1  windows w i t h  
diamond-paned uppe r  s a s h ,  c o n t i n u o u s  wood l i n t e l  and s i l l ,  and  
wood f r a m e s  be tween windows a t  t h e  f i r s t  f l o o r .  The second  f l o o r  
h a s  t h r e e  g rouped  6/1 double-hung windows w i t h  wood s a s h  and  
s e p a r a t e  wood l i n t e l s  and  s i l ls .  An o v a l ,  s t a i n e d - g l a s s  p a n e l  i s  
i n  a  o n e - s t o r y  a d d i t i o n  a t  t h e  e a s t e r n m o s t  end o f  t h e  s o u t h  s i d e .  
The e a s t  ( r e a r )  f a c a d e  h a s  a  s e r v i c e  e x i t  w i t h  modern s t o r m  d o o r .  
A s m a l l ,  o n e - s t o r y  p o r c h  h a s  been  e n c l o s e d  t o  e n l a r g e  t h e  k i t c h e n  
and i s  c o v e r e d  i n  aluminum s i d i n g ,  w i t h  modern aluminum windows. 
The uppe r  t e r m i n u s  o f  t h e  e l e v a t o r  s h a f t  on t h e  second  f l o o r  i s  
marked by a  s m a l l  dormer.  

I n t e r i o r  

The p l a n  o f  t h e  house  i s  g e n e r a l l y  r e c t a n g u l a r .  The 
p r imary  e n t r a n c e  i s  l o c a t e d  i n  t h e  c e n t e r  o f  t h e  west f a c a d e ,  
behind  a  s c r e e n e d  e n t r a n c e  po rch .  The l a r g e  f r o n t  d o o r ,  se t  
behind  a  p a i r  o f  g l a z e d  F rench  d o o r s ,  o p e n s  t o  a  l a r g e  r e c e p t i o n  
h a l l  on t h e  n o r t h  s i d e  o f  t h e  house  ( P h o t o  7 ) :  a  p a r l o r  o f  
s i m i l a r  s i z e  i s  t o  t h e  s o u t h  ( P h o t o  9 ) .  The r e c e p t i o n  h a l l ,  
p a r l o r s ,  and  d i n i n g  room a r e  s e p a r a t e d  f rom t h e  s t a i r  h a l l  b y  
p a n e l e d  p o c k e t  d o o r s  o f  wood. The d i n i n g  room d o o r  i s  m i s s i n g ,  
b u t  t h e  p o c k e t s  a r e  v i s i b l e .  O n  t h e  wes t  w a l l  o f  t h e  r e c e p t i o n  
h a l l ,  o r i g i n a l  windows l o o k  o n t o  a n  L-shaped sun  room c r e a t e d  by 
e n c l o s i n g  a n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  n o r t h e r n  end  o f  t h e  o r i g i n a l  p o r c h ,  
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and d o u b l e  F rench  d o o r s  l e a d  from t h e  s u n  room t o  t h e  s c r e e n e d  
p o r t i o n  of t h e  f r o n t  p o r c h .  

The d i n i n g  room ( P h o t o  l o ) ,  a t  t h e  s o u t h e a s t  c o r n e r  of  t h e  
house ,  was e n l a r g e d  1 2  f e e t  t o  t h e  s o u t h  c a .  1930.  An e l e v a t o r  
s h a f t  added t o  t h e  e a s t  w a l l  c a .  1940 was n e v e r  u s e d ,  and t h e  
s h a f t  was c o n v e r t e d  t o  s t o r a g e  a r e a s .  A p a n t r y ,  l i t  by a  s i n g l e -  
l i g h t ,  o v a l ,  s t a i n e d - g l a s s  p a n e l ,  was a l s o  added  o r  r e l o c a t e d  t o  
t h e  e a s t  w a l l  o f  t h e  d i n i n g  room. 

On t h e  n o r t h  ( r e a r )  w a l l  o f  t h e  r e c e p t i o n  h a l l ,  a  l a r g e  
wooden s t a i r c a s e  w i t h  p a n e l e d  w a l l s  and  t u r n e d  b a l u s t e r s  l e a d s  t o  
t h e  second f l o o r .  ( P h o t o  8 )  The l a n d i n g  be tween t h e  f i r s t  and 
second f l o o r s  i s  l i t  by a  t h r e e - p a r t  window e n s e m b l e ,  w i t h  t h r e e  
small, f i x e d  windows above  t h r e e  t a l l ,  na r row windows. 

S i g n i f i c a n t  f i r s t - f l o o r  woodwork c o n s i s t s  o f  p a i n t e d ,  
p a n e l e d  w a i n s c o t i n g  (some p a n e l s  damaged o r  m i s s i n g )  i n  t h e  
r e c e p t i o n  h a l l  and o n  t h e  s t a i r w a y  ( P h o t o s  8 ) ,  t u r n e d  b a l u s t e r s  
and h a n d r a i l  on t h e  s t a i r c a s e ,  and o r i g i n a l  m a n t e l p i e c e s  i n  each  
of  t h e  t h r e e  major  rooms. ( P h o t o s  7 ,  9 ,  1 0 )  Door and window 
f rames  have b u l l s - e y e  c o r n e r  b l o c k s  and p i l a s t e r  t r i m .  The 
f l o o r i n g  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  f i r s t  f l o o r  e x c e p t  f o r  t h e  k i t c h e n  i s  of  
narrow v a r n i s h e d  b o a r d s .  W a l l s  and c e i l i n g s  i n  a l l  t h e  rooms a r e  
p l a s t e r e d ,  b u t  t h o s e  i n  t h e  r e c e p t i o n  h a l l  were  c o v e r e d  w i t h  
modern t e x t u r e d  p l a s t e r  c a .  1985.  I n  t h e  r e c e p t i o n  h a l l ,  a  
f i r e p l a c e  p l a c e d  d i a g o n a l l y  a c r o s s  t h e  n o r t h e a s t  c o r n e r  h a s  a  
wooden m a n t e l p i e c e  w i t h  p l a i n  m a n t e l  and  s l e n d e r  D o r i c  columns 
b e n e a t h  a  b road ,  p l a i n  f r i e z e  and  a  b r i c k  h e a r t h .  I n  t h e  s o u t h  
p a r l o r ,  a  f i r e p l a c e  o n  t h e  s o u t h  w a l l  h a s  a  g r e e n  g l a z e d  t i l e  
f i r e p l a c e  s u r r o u n d  and  h e a r t h  and  a n  Adamesque m a n t e l p i e c e  w i t h  
f l u t e d  columns and swags.  The d i n i n g  room f i r e p l a c e  h a s  a n  Ar t s -  
a n d - C r a f t s - s t y l e  m a n t e l p i e c e  o f  wood w i t h  a p p l i e d  c a r v e d  d e t a i l s .  

Between t h e  v e s t i b u l e  and  k i t c h e n  a  na r row s e r v i c e  s t a i r  
w i t h  a  door  a t  t h e  f i r s t  f l o o r  r i s e s  o n  t h e  n o r t h  w a l l  t o  t h e  
second and a t t i c  f l o o r s .  A d o o r  t o  t h e  basemen t  s t a i r c a s e  i s  t o  
t h e  west under  t h e  s e r v i c e  s t a i r s .  
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A t  t h e  r e a r  o f  t h e  h o u s e ,  t h e  k i t c h e n  ( P h o t o  11) was 
e n l a r g e d  c a .  1950 and 1985 by e n c l o s i n g  a  r e a r  p o r c h ,  and a  g r o u p  
of  modern, m e t a l ,  f i x e d  and  casemen t  windows was i n s t a l l e d  a c r o s s  
t h e  new e a s t  wa l l .  The w a l l s  a r e  o f  p l a s t e r .  T h e r e  a r e  two 
doorways: one l e a d i n g  t o  t h e  r e a r  s e r v i c e  h a l l  c o n n e c t i n g  t h e  
d i n i n g  room t o  t h e  k i t c h e n  and  t h e  back d o o r ,  and a n o t h e r  t o  t h e  
f r o n t  s e r v i c e  s t a i r  h a l l .  A modern l a u n d r y  room i s  a t  t h e  r e a r  
o f  t h e  s e r v i c e  h a l l  n e a r  t h e  back  door .  

The s e c o n d  f l o o r  i s  compr i sed  o f  f o u r  bedrooms ( P h o t o s  1 7 ,  
1 8 ,  1 9 ,  21,  22 and 2 3 ) ,  t h r e e  l a r g e  ba th rooms ,  a  small  bathroom, 
an e n c l o s e d  s l e e p i n g  p o r c h  a c r o s s  t h e  f r o n t  o f  t h e  h o u s e ,  and a  
c e n t r a l  c o r r i d o r .  Each o f  t h e  bedrooms h a s  a  f i r e p l a c e  and  
man te l .  Those  i n  t h e  s o u t h w e s t ,  n o r t h w e s t ,  and  n o r t h e a s t  
bedrooms a r e  o r i g i n a l ,  b u t  t h e  f i r e p l a c e  i n  t h e  s o u t h e a s t  
bedroom, w h i l e  i n  t h e  o r i g i n a l  l o c a t i o n  o n  t h e  n o r t h  w a l l ,  h a s  a  
r ep lacemen t  m a n t e l p i e c e  i n  a  V i c t o r i a n  s t y l e  w i t h  m i r r o r e d  
ove rman te l  and r e p l a c e m e n t  h e a r t h  i n  l a r g e  modern t i l e  s q u a r e s .  
The o r i g i n a l  h e a r t h  and  m a n t e l  were  removed a t  a n  unknown d a t e  by 
p r e v i o u s  owners  i n  o r d e r  t o  b u i l d  a  c l o s e t ,  which was i n  t u r n  
demol ished  by t h e  p r e s e n t  owners  i n  1990.  

A l o n g ,  nar row s l e e p i n g  p o r c h  added  a c r o s s  t h e  s e c o n d - f l o o r  
f r o n t  o f  t h e  house  c a .  1926 ( P h o t o  1 2 )  i s  r e a c h e d  f rom t h e  
c o r r i d o r  and a  doorway t o  t h e  n o r t h w e s t  bedroom. T h r e e  f l i m s y  
p a r t i t i o n s  ( d a t e  unknown) s e p a r a t i n g  t h e  p o r c h  i n t o  f o u r  s m a l l  
rooms were  removed i n  1990.  

The main s t a i r  c o n t i n u e s  t o  t h e  t h i r d  ( a t t i c )  f l o o r :  i t  i s  
l it  by a  t h r e e - p a r t  P a l l a d i a n  window ensemble  a t  t h e  l a n d i n g .  
Formerly o c c u p i e d  by a  s e r v a n t ' s  room and s t o r a g e  a r e a ,  t h e  a t t i c  
was c o n v e r t e d  t o  a  two-room bedroom/ l iv ing  s u i t e  w i t h  b a t h  i n  
1990. ( P h o t o  24) 

Grounds - and O u t b u i l d i n g s  

Approximate ly  100 f e e t  n o r t h e a s t  o f  t h e  house  i s  a  two- 
s t o r y ,  t h r e e - b a y ,  T-shaped, b r i c k  g u e s t  h o u s e  w i t h  a  one-bay,  
f o u r - s t o r y  w a t e r  t ower  a t  i t s  west s i d e .  ( P h o t o  26)  The 
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c o n s t r u c t i o n  d a t e  o f  t h i s  b u i l d i n g  i s  unknown, b u t  i t  i s  
p r o b a b l y  contemporaneous  w i t h  t h e  main h o u s e ,  ca .  1905. The 
e n t r a n c e  t o  t h e  b u i l d i n g  i s  t h r o u g h  a  wood-paneled d o o r  i n  t h e  
s o u t h  f a c e  o f  t h e  w a t e r  tower .  A o n e - s t o r y ,  h ipped-roof  p o r c h  
w i t h  a  s i n g l e  p l a i n  wood p o s t  and  c o n c r e t e  s t o o p  i s  a t  t h e  
e n t r a n c e .  The i n t e r s e c t i n g  g a b l e  r o o f s  o f  t h e  main b l o c k  a r e  
cove red  i n  c o m p o s i t i o n  r o o f i n g ;  t h e  h i p p e d  roo f  of  t h e  w a t e r  
tower i s  i n  s l a t e .  The s o u t h - f a c i n g  main b lock  o f  t h e  b u i l d i n g  
h a s  a  l a r g e ,  b r o a d l y  a r c h e d ,  f l a t  f a s c i a  i n  wood, s i m i l a r  t o  
t h o s e  o n  t h e  n o r t h  and e a s t  g a b l e d  s e c t i o n s  o f  t h e  main 
r e s i d e n c e ;  a  s m a l l ,  s i n g l e - p a n e  o c u l u s  a i r  v e n t  w i t h  wood f  came 
i s  a t  t h e  a t t i c  l e v e l .  On t h e  f i r s t  f l o o r  o f  t h e  main b l o c k  a r e  
t h r e e  two-over-two double-hung wood windows; t h e  c e n t e r  window 
h a s  a  low-arch  l i n t e l  and wood s i l l ,  a n d  t h e  two end windows have  
p l a i n  wood l i n t e l s  and s i l l s .  The two-bay e l l  a t  t h e  e a s t  end  
h a s  o n e  window and a  d o o r  on t h e  f i r s t  f l o o r ,  and o n e  window o n  
t h e  s e c o n d  f l o o r ,  a l l  w i t h  wood s i l l s  and  low-arch wood l i n t e l s .  

The w a t e r  t o w e r  h a s  a  h ipped  r o o f  o f  f i s h - s c a l e  s l a t e  w i t h  metal 
snowbi rds .  

Two o p e n ,  o c t a g o n a l  g a z e b o s  ( 2 2 '  i n  d i a m e t e r )  w i t h  modern 
c o m p o s i t i o n  r o o f s ,  c o n c r e t e  f l o o r s ,  a n d  low,  s t o n e  and  c o n c r e t e  
s i d e s  a r e  l o c a t e d  n o r t h w e s t  and  s o u t h e a s t  o f  t h e  main house .  
They a r e  b o t h  c o n t r i b u t i n g  s t r u c t u r e s .  The r u s t i c  gazebo  o n  t h e  
n o r t h w e s t ,  c o n s t r u c t e d  b e f o r e  1921 ,  i s  s u p p o r t e d  by rough t i m b e r  
p o s t s  o f  c e d a r  se t  on s t o n e  s i d e  w a l l s  t opped  by b r o a d  c o n c r e t e  
cop ing .  ( P h o t o  28) The gazebo  o n  t h e  s o u t h e a s t  s i d e ,  b u i l t  c a .  
1924,  h a s  T u s c a n  columns s e t  o n  low s t o n e  p i l l a r s .  ( P h o t o  27)  An 
e l a b o r a t e  l a n d s c a p i n g  p l a n  o f  d r i v e w a y s ,  f o o t p a t h s ,  t r a i l s ,  and  
p l a n t i n g s ,  was  p roposed  f o r  t h e  s o u t h e r n  h a l f  o f  t h e  l o t  by 
Outdoor Arts  Company, Landscape 3 n g i n e e r s  and H o r i c u l t u r i s t s ,  o f  
F l o u r t o n ,  P e n n s y l v a n i a ,  i n  1924. I t  i s  u n c l e a r  how much o f  t h e  

3 ~ h e  two s h e e t s  o f  d r a w i n g s ,  e n t i t l e d  " P l a n t i n g  P l a n  f o r  t h e  
Grounds o f  Mr. W .  A .  Carson ,  R i v e r t o n ,  Va." and " P r o f i l e  o f  
Proposed  E n t r a n c e  Dr ive  o n  t h e  R e s i d e n c e  o f  Mr. W .  A .  C a r s o n , "  a r e  
bo th  d a t e d  J a n u a r y  23,  1924.  
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p l a n  was e v e r  c a r r i e d  o u t .  However, a n  o p e n ,  o c t a g o n a l  "summer 
house" on t h e  p l a n  i s  p r o b a b l y  t h e  o n e  t h a t  now e x i s t s ,  a l t h o u g h  
i t  was s u g g e s t e d  f o r  a  l o c a t i o n  a t  t h e  s o u t h  s i d e  o f  t h e  house ,  
w e l l  t o  t h e  s o u t h  o f  where  i t  was a c t u a l l y  b u i l t .  A l a r g e ,  
c o n c r e t e - l i n e d  swimming p o o l  i n  p o o r  c o n d i t i o n  ( a  n o n c o n t r i b u t i n g  
s t r u c t u r e ;  d a t e  unknown b u t  a f t e r  1924)  i s  a t  t h e  r e a r  ( e a s t )  o f  
t h e  house ,  s o u t h  o f  t h e  w a t e r  t o w e r  b u i l d i n g .  The p o o l  may have 
been b u i l t  i n s t e a d  o f ,  o r  may l a t e r  have  r e p l a c e d ,  a  t e n n i s  c o u r t  
p roposed  on t h e  Outdoor  A r t s  p l a n .  

The house  i s  approached  f rom Roya l  S t r e e t  by means o f  a  
nar row,  g r a v e l e d  d r i v e  t h a t  winds  f rom t h e  n o r t h w e s t  c o r n e r  o f  
t h e  l o t  a c r o s s  t h e  s t e e p l y  t e r r a c e d  f r o n t  y a r d ,  p a s s i n g  i n  f r o n t  
o f  t h e  house  from n o r t h  t o  s o u t h ,  j o i n i n g  a  l o o p  a round  a  g a r d e n  
a r e a  s o u t h  of  t h e  house ,  and  e n d i n g  i n  a  p a r k i n g  a r e a  d i r e c t l y  
behind  t h e  house .  Another  d r i v e  i n  t h e  s o u t h e r n  p o r t i o n  o f  t h e  
o r i g i n a l  l o t  l e d  from t h e  s t r e e t  t o  a  p a r k i n g  a r e a  a t  t h e  r e a r ;  
i t  was l o s t  a s  a  r e s u l t  o f  a  l a t e r  s u b d i v i s i o n  o f  t h e  p r o p e r t y .  
N e i t h e r  dr iveway i s  t h e  o n e  p r o p o s e d  i n  t h e  Outdoor  A r t s  p l a n .  
An o l d  a l l e y  l e a d i n g  s t r a i g h t  f rom Roya l  S t r e e t  a l o n g  t h e  
n o r t h e r n  edge  o f  t h e  p r o p e r t y  t o  t h e  r e a r  o f  t h e  l o t  h a s  r e c e n t l y  
been added t o  t h e  K i l l a h e v l i n  h o l d i n g s .  Low r e t a i n i n g  w a l l s  of  
rough l i m e s t o n e  and a  b r i c k  walkway f rom t h e  s t r e e t  t o  t h e  house  
were p r e s e n t  by 1921,  b u t  l a r g e  t r e e s  a n d  s h r u b b e r y  a r e  o f  more 
r e c e n t  d a t e .  
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Summary 

K i l l a h e v l i n  i s  s i g n i f i c a n t  under  N a t i o n a l  R e g i s t e r  C r i t e r i a  
B and  C .  I t  i s  h i s t o r i c a l l y  s i g n i f i c a n t  f o r  i t s  a s s o c i a t i o n  w i t h  
Wi l l i am E.  C a r s o n ,  a  n o t e d  c o n s e r v a t i o n i s t  a n d  f i r s t  cha i rman o f  
t h e  V i r g i n i a  Development a n d  C o n s e r v a t i o n  Commission. Carson  
d i r e c t e d  t h e  f o r m a t i o n  o f  V i r g i n i a ' s  r e c r e a t i o n a l  p a r k s  sys tem,  
e s t a b l i s h e d  t h e  s t a t e ' s  s y s t e m  o f  h i s t o r i c a l  r o a d  m a r k e r s ,  and 
was i n s t r u m e n t a l  i n  t h e  c r e a t i o n  o f  t h e  Shenandoah N a t i o n a l  Park 
and t h e  S k y l i n e  D r i v e .  A s  p r e s i d e n t  of  R i v e r t o n  Lime 
C o r p o r a t i o n ,  h e  p l a y e d  a p rominen t  r o l e  i n  t h e  e a r l y  20th-  
c e n t u r y  economic l i f e  o f  F r o n t  Royal ,  Warren Coun ty ,  and 
V i r g i n i a .  K i l l a h e v l i n  i s  l o c a l l y  s i g n i f i c a n t  f o r  i t s  
a r c h i t e c t u r e .  A l though  t h e  o r i g i n a l  c a .  1905 d e s i g n  by t h e  
Washington, D . C . ,  f i r m  o f  A .  8. M u l l e t t  a n d  Company h a s  been 
obscured  by a d d i t i o n s  made d u r i n g  t h e  h i s t o r i c a l  p e r i o d ,  
K i l l a h e v l i n  i s  a  d i s t i n c t i v e  F r o n t  Royal  l andmark ,  a n d  t h e  house  
c o n t a i n s  much f i n e ,  e a r l y  2 0 t h - c e n t u r y ,  i n t e r i o r  woodwork and 
o t h e r  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  d e t a i l .  The wooded a n d  t e r r a c e d  s i t e  r e t a i n s  
many o f  t h e  d i s t i n c t i v e  l a n d s c a p e  f e a t u r e s  t h a t  d i s t i n g u i s h e d  i t  
d u r i n g  t h e  Carson  occupany  i n  t h e  1910s ,  1 9 2 0 s ,  a n d  1930s .  The 
p r o p e r t y  i s  a l s o  r e p u t e d  t o  have been t h e  s c e n e  o f  v a r i o u s  C i v i l  
War a c t i v i t i e s ,  i n c l u d i n g  u s e  i n  1862 a s  a  campground by Union 
t r o o p s  under  t h e  command o f  C o l o n e l  John  Kenley and  t h e  1864 
hanging  by Union t r o o p s  o f  two c a p t u r e d  members Of Mosby's  
Rangers .  

H i s t o r i c a l  Background 

The s i t e  on wh ich  K i l l a h e v l i n  s t a n d s ,  n e a r  t h e  F r o n t  Royal  
c i t y  l i m i t s ,  o n c e  c o m p r i s e d  p a r t  o f  a  small  community n e a r  t h e  
Nor th  and Sou th  F o r k s  o f  t h e  Shenandoah R i v e r .  The  a r e a  was 
c a l l e d  " t h e  f o r k s n  o r  "Conf luence"  u n t i l  1893 ,  when i t  was g i v e n  
a  p o s t  o f f i c e  and o f f i c i a l l y  named R i v e r t o n .  

4 ~ e b e c c a  Good, - The F o r k s  -- o f  t h e  R i v e r  ( F r o n t  R o y a l ,  Va: n .p . ,  
1973)  
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The h i g h  l a n d  o n  which K i l l a h e v l i n  would r i s e  g a i n e d  a  g r i m  
n o t o r i e t y  b e c a u s e  o f  e v e n t s  r e p u t e d  t o  have  o c c u r r e d  t h e r e  d u r i n g  
t h e  C i v i l  War. On May 23, 1862 ,  Union t r o o p s  unde r  C o l o n e l  John  
Kenley were  encamped o n  t h e  p r o p e r t y  when S t o n e w a l l  J a c k s o n ,  
moving a g a i n s t  Union f o r c e s  u n d e r  G e n e r a l  N. P. Banks,  c a p t u r e d  
t h e  town of  F r o n t  Royal .  On September  23 ,  1864,  two c a p t u r e d  
C o n f e d e r a t e  s o l d i e r s  s e r v i n g  w i t h  Mosby's Rangers  were  hanged by 
t h e i r  Union c a p t o r s .  Loca l  h i s t o r i a n s  b e l i e v e  t h a t  a  w a l n u t  t r e e  
growing n e a r  t h e  s i t e  o f  t h e  p r e s e n t  w a t e r  t o w e r / g u e s t  house  
s e r v e d  a s  t h e  g a l l o w s .  The e x e c u t i o n  was p a r t  o f  a  s h o r t - l i v e d  
p o l i c y  o r d e r e d  by G e n e r a l  Sherman t o  d i s c o u r a g e  Mosby's a t t a c k s  
on Union f o r c e s  unde r  G e n e r a l  P h i l i p  S h e r i d a n .  Seven  
C o n f e d e r a t e s  i n  a l l  were  hanged o r  s h o t  a s  a r e s u l t  o f  t h e  
p o l i c y ,  s i x  o f  them n e a r  F r o n t  Royal .  A f t e r  Mosby o r d e r e d  t h e  
r e t a l i a t o r y  e x e c u t i o n  o f  s e v e n  c a p t u r e d  Union s o l d i e r s ,  Sherman ' s  
p o l i c y  was abandoned.  ( I n  1899  p i e c e s  of t h e  w a l n u t  t ree were 
s o l d  a s  r e l i c s  t o  f i n a n c e  a  monument memor ia l i z$ng  t h e  
C o n f e d e r a t e  v i c t i m s  a t  P r o s p e c t  H i l l  Cemetery . )  

The l a r g e  b r i c k  h o u s e  a t  K i l l a h e v l i n  was c o n s t r u c t e d  c a .  
1905 a s  t h e  r e s i d e n c e  o f  W i l l i a m  E. C a r s o n ,  p r e s i d e n t  o f  R i v e r t o n  
Lime Company, who s e r v e d  a s  t h e  f i r s t  c h a i r m a n  o f  t h e  V i r g i n i a  
C o n s e r v a t i o n  and  Development Commission f rom 1926 u n t i l  1934. 
Designed by t h e  Washington ,  D . C . ,  f i r m  o f  A .  B. M u l l e t t  and Co., 
K i l l a h e v l i n  p o s t d a t e s  t h e  d e a t h  i n  1890 o f  A l f r e d  B u l t  l u l l e t t ,  
f ounde r  o f  t h e  f i r m ,  who had f o r m e r l y  h e l d  t h e  p o s i t i o n  o f  
A r c h i t e c t  o f  t h e  T r e a s u r y .  M u l l e t t ,  p e r h a p s  b e s t  known a s  t h e  
a r c h i t e c t  o f  t h e  S t a t e ,  War, and Navy B u i l d i n g  i n  Washington ,  was 
a l s o  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  t h e  d e s i g n  o f  many o t h e r  f e d e r a l  s t r u c t u r e s .  
Al though t h e r e  a r e  e x t a n t  u n d a t e d  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  d r a w i n g s  o f  
K i l l a h e v l i n  ( w i t h  some v a r i a t i o n s  f rom what  i s  b e l i e v e d  t o  be  i t s  
a s - b u i l t  a p p e a r a n c e ) ,  s u r v i v i n g  f i r m  r e c o r d s  and  M u l l e t t  and  

5 ~ a u r a  V i r g i n i a  Ha le ,  "The Mosby Monument," i n  Memories i n  
Marble:  - The S t o r y  o f  t h e  Four C o n f e d e r a t e  Monuments ( F r o n t  Royai-; --- 
Va.: Warren R i f l e s  C h a p t e r ,  U n i t e d  D a u g h t e r s  o f  t h e  Confede racy ,  
1 9 5 6 ) .  
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Carson f a m i l y  p a p e r s  o f f e r  n o  f u r t h e r  c l u e s  a b o u t  K i l l a h e v l i n  o r  
who, among t h e  s e v e r a l  a r c h i t e c t s  w o r k i n g  w i t h  A .  B. M u l l e t t  and  
Co. a t  t h a t  t i m e ,  migh t  have d e s i g n e d  i t .  Accord ing  t o  M u l l e t t  
f a m i l y  h i s t o r i a n s ,  i t  was most l i k e l y  t h e  work o f  F r e d e r i c k  M .  
M u l l e t t  (1870-1924) ,  A l f r e d  B .  M u l l e t t ' s  younger  s o n ,  who was t h e  
p r i n c i p a l  d e s i g n e r  i n  t h e  M u l l e t t  o f f i c e  d u r i n g  t h a t  p e r i o d .  H i s  
o l d e r  b r o t h e r ,  Thomas M u l l e t g  (1868-1935) ,  i s  s a i d  t o  have been  
t h e  f i r m ' s  b u s i n e s s  manager.  After  a t t e n d i n g  Washington p u b l i c  
s c h o o l s ,  b o t h  Thomas and,Fred M u l l e t t  s t u d i e d  a r c h i t e c t u r e  unde r  
t h e i r  f a t h e r ' s  t u t e l a g e .  The f i r m ' s  o t h e r  known d e s i g n s  i n c l u d e  
C a p i t o l  P a r k  H o t e l ,  H o t e l  H a r r i s ,  F a r m e r s  and Merchants  Bank, and  
( w i t h  W a l t e r  G.  P e t e r )  t h e  Annex t o  t h e  Union T r u s t  B u i l d i n g ,  a l l  
i n  Washington;  t h e  J e f f e r s o n  County  J a i l ,  Cha r l e s town ,  West 
V i r g i n i a ;  V i s i t a t i o n  Monas te ry ,  A l t a  V i s t a ,  Maryland; and 
r e s i d e n c e s  i n  Washington and t h e  e n v i r o n s .  Thomas M u l l e t t  was 
e l e c t e d  t o  t h e  Washington C h a p t e r  o f  t h e  A I A  i n  1920 and s e r v e d  
a s  i t s  t r e a s u r e r  f o r  many y e a r s .  

W i l l i a m  E .  ( W i l l )  Ca r son  was b o r n  Oc tobe r  8 ,  1870,  i n  
E n n i s k i l l e n ,  i n  what i s  now N o r t h e r n  I r e l a n d .  H i s  f a t h e r ,  Samuel 
Carson ,  immigra ted  t o  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  s o o n  a f t e r  t h e  C i v i l  War 
and e s t a b l i s h e d  a  p r o s p e r o u s  g r o u n d  l i m e  b u s i n e s s ,  Carson  & Sons ,  
i n  R i v e r t o n ,  n e a r  F r o n t  Royal ,  i n  t h e  n o r t h e r n  Shenandoah V a l l e y .  
Wi l l iam Carson  s p e n t  most o f  h i s  boyhood i n  I r e l a n d  b e f o r e  coming 
t o  V i r g i n i a  i n  1885;  h e  j o i n e d  t h e  f a m i l y  b u s i n e s s  i n  1888 and 
became i t s  g e n e r a l  manager i n  1895.  

13 I n t e r v i e w  w i t h  Da i sy  M u l l e t t  S m i t h ,  g r a n d d a u g h t e r  o f  A l f r e d  
8 .  M u l l e t t ,  ---- , 1991. 

'.Suzanne M u l l e t t  Smi th  a n d  D a i s y  M .  Smi th ,  - -  A.  B. M u l l e t t  
D i a r i e s ,  E t c . :  Annota ted  Documents,  R e s e a r c h ,  - and Reminiscence  
Regard inq  - a  F e d e r a l  A r c h i t e c t  E n g i n e e r .  
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8 .  S t a t e m e n t  - o f  S i g n i f i c a n c e  ( c o n t i n u e d )  

I n  1906,  a t  t h e  gge  o f  36 ,  Ca r son  m a r r i e d  Agnes Ho l l aday  
McCarthy i n  Richmond. P e r h a p s  impending m a r r i a g e  p r o v i d e d  a n  
impe tus  f o r  t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  a b o u t  1905 o f  t h e  R i v e r t o n  home i n  
which t h e  c o u p l e  would l i v e  t o g e t h e r  f o r  t h e  n e x t  t h i r t y - s i x  
y e a r s .  The h o u s e  was c a l l e d  " K i l l a h e v l i n , "  a f t e r  t h e  I r i s h  home 
of  a  boyhood f r i e n d  where C a r s o n  had o f t e n  v i s i t e d .  

C a r s o n ' s  o l d e r  b r o t h e r ,  A .  C .  C a r s o n  ( g e n e r a l l y  known a s  
K i t ) ,  had s t u d i e d  law a t  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  V i r g i n i a  a n d ,  i n  1893,  
had qone  t o  work i n  t h e  W i n c h e s t e r  l e g a l  f i r m  o f  R i c h a r d  Evelyn 
Byrd . For many y e a r s ,  t h e  C a r s o n  f a m i l y  e n j o y e d  a  f r i e n d l y  and 
f r u i t f u l  r e l a t i o n s h i p  w i t h  t h e  Byrds  and ,  t h r o u g h  them, w i t h  
V i r g i n i a ' s  D e m o c r a t i c  p a r t y .  W i l l  C a r s o n ' s  b u s i n e s s  i n t e r e s t s  
l e d  n a t u r a l l y  t o  h i s  i nvo lvemen t  i n  s t a t e w i d e  a c t i v i t i e s  s u c h  a s  
t h e  bank ing  r e f o r m  movement t h a t  r e s u l t e d  i n  t h e  c r e a t i o n  o f  t h e  
F e d e r a l  Rese rve  System. He s e r v e d  a s  p r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  V i r g i n i a  
c h a p t e r  o f  t h e  N a t i o n a l  C i t i z e n s '  League f o r  t h e  Promot ion  o f  a  
Sound Banking Sys tem and  o n  t h e  boa rd  o f  t h e  F e d e r a l  R e s e r v e  Bank 
i n  Richmond. On Har ry  F lood  B y r d ' s  recommendat ion,  W i l l i a m  
Carson was a p p o i n t e d  t o  t h e  Hampton Roads P o r t  Commission i n  
1922. 

Then,  i n  1925 ,  W i l l  Ca r son  s e r v e d  a s  campaign manager i n  
Harry  B y r d ' s  s u c c e s s f u l  b i d  f o r  t h e  g o v e r n o r s h i p .  When Byrd 
r e o r g a n i z e d  t h e  cumbersome s t a t e  b u r e a u c r a c y  a f t e r  t h e  e l e c t i o n ,  
r e d u c i n g  more t h a n  o n e  hundred  government  a g e n c i e s  t o  f o u r t e e n  
d e p a r t m e n t s ,  h e  c h o s e  W i l l i a m  Carson  t o  head  V i r g i n i a ' s  new and 
i n f l u e n t i a l  C o n s e r v a t i o n  and Development Commission. 

The C o n s e r v a t i o n  a n d  Development Commission i n c l u d e d  among 
i ts  many d u t i e s  o v e r s i g h t  o f  t h e  Water  Power and  Development 
Commission, t h e  S t a t e  G e o l o g i c a l  Commission and  S u r v e y ,  and  t h e  
o f f i c e s  o f  t h e  S t a t e  G e o l o g i s t  and F o r e s t e r ;  i t  a l s o  had t h e  

8 ~ o h n  Horan, J r . ,  " W i l l  Carson  and t h e  V i r g i n i a  C o n s e r v a t i o n  
Commission," - The V i r g i n i a  Magazine,  Oct .  1984,  pp. 391-415. 

 athe her o f  t h e  famed e x p l o r e r  o f  t h e  same name. 
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S t a t e m e n t  o f  S i g n i f i c a n c e  ( c o n t i n u e d )  - 
a u t h o r i t y  t o  condemn and  a c q u i r e  l a n d  and  o t h e r  p r o p e r t y  f o r  
p u b l i c  pa rk  p u r p o s e s .  A l though  Carson  f a v o r e d  a  g e n e r a l l y  
c o n s e r v a t i v e  p a c e  f o r  t h e  s t a t e ' s  e f f o r t s  t oward  economic growth,  
h e  took  a  broad  and a c t i v e  v iew of  t h e  c o m m i s s i o n ' s  
r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  t h e  " f u t u r e  deve lopment  and  c o n s t r u c t i v e  
p o l i c i e s  of  t h e  s t a t e . "  S i n c e  h e  c o n s i d e r e d  V i r g i n i a ' s  
h i s t o r i c a l  and r e c r e a t i o n a l  f a c i l i t i e s  i t s  most  m a r k e t a b l e  
commodity, h e  was t i r e l e s s  i n  f o r g i n g  a n  a m b i t i o u s  program t o  
encourage  t o u r i s m  i n  t h e  Old  Dominion. 

C a r s o n ' s  e n e r g y ,  p e r s u a s i v e n e s s ,  and  p e r s i s t e n c e  o v e r  a  
p e r i o d  of  t e n  y e a r s  d i d  much t o  e n s u r e  t h e  c r e a t i o n  o f  t h e  
Shenandoah N a t i o n a l  P a r k .  H e  s u c c e s s f u l l y  promoted  a  p l a n  f o r  
b l a n k e t  condemnation o f  l a n d s  i n  t h e  p a r k  a r e a ,  a  c o n t r o v e r s i a l  
b u t  i m p o r t a n t  s t e p  toward  s p e e d i n g  t h e  l a n d  a c q u i s i t i o n  p r o c e s s  
t h a t  was approved  and  f u n d e d  by t h e  G e n e r a l  Assembly i n  1928, 
w i t h  t h e  back ing  a l s o  o f  t h e  g o v e r n o r  and  t h e  f e d e r a l  government.  

Carson n e v e r  f a i l e d  t o  make t h e  most  o f  V i r g i n i a ' s  p r o x i m i t y  
t o  Washington and  o f  h i s  p e r s o n a l  t i e s  t o  f e d e r a l  o f f i c i a l s  and 
a g e n c i e s  s u c h  a s  t h e  N a t i o n a l  Pa rk  S e r v i c e  a n d  t h e  C i v i l i a n  
Conse rva t ion  Corps.  He c a p t u r e d  t h e  a t t e n t i o n  o f  P r e s i d e n t  
H e r b e r t  Hoover, a n  a v i d  f i s h e r m a n ,  w i t h  t a l e s  o f  s u p e r l a t i v e  
t r o u t  f i s h i n g  i n  on t h e  Rap idan  R i v e r .  A p r e s i d e n t i a l  r e t r e a t  
was b u i l t  n e a r  Luray i n  Madison County (where  Hoover h e l d  world 
disarmament  t a l k s  w i t h  B r i t i s h  Prime M i n i s t e r  Ramsay McDonald i n  
1 9 2 9 ) .  Although t h e  Madison County camp, Camp Rap idan ,  was n o t  
used  d u r i n g  t h e  R o o s e v e l t  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n ,  H o o v e r ' s  i n t e r e s t  had 
l a s t i n g  r e s u l t s .  I n  1930 ,  C a r s o n  p e r s u a d e d  Hoover t o  u s e  
d r o u g h t  r e l i e f  f u n d s  t o  c o n s t r u c t  t h e  f i r s t  l e g  o f  t h e  S k y l i n e  
D t i v e ,  a n  e s s e n t i a l  a s p e c t  o f  t h e  new p a r k .  

Carson a l s o  p r o p o s e d  a n d  worked toward  t h e  deve lopmen t  of  
t h e  C o l o n i a l  N a t i o n a l  H i s t o r i c a l  P a r k ,  u n i t i n g  t h e  towns o f  
Wl l l iamsburg ,  Jamestown,  a n d  Yorktown i n t o  a  s i n g l e  h i s t o r i c  
s h r i n e  by means of  a  l a n d s c a p e d  s c e n i c  parkway t h a t  would connec t  
t h e  t h r e e  s i t e s  w h i l e  c o n c e a l i n g  any  modern i n t r u s i o n s  a l o n g  t h e  
road.  H i s  i d e a  came t o  f r u i t i o n  i n  1930 when C o n g r e s s  p a s s e d  a 
b i l l  a u t h o r i z i n g  t h e  parkway.  
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8.  S t a t e m e n t  - o f  S i g n i f i c a n c e  ( c o n t i n u e d )  

The a c t i v i t i e s  o f  t h e  C o n s e r v a t i o n  and  Development 
Commission t o o k  y e t  a n o t h e r  t a c k  d u r i n g  t h e  R o o s e v e l t  
A d m i n i s t r a t i o n .  With t h e  a i d  o f  f e d e r a l  f u n d s  and l a b o r  ( t h e  
l a t t e r  s u p p l i e d  t h r o u g h  t h e  C i v i l i a n  C o n s e r v a t i o n  Corps ,  
e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  1 9 3 4 ) ,  C a r s o n  pushed  t h r o u g h  t h e  b e g i n n i n g s  o f  
V i r g i n i a ' s  s t a t e  p a r k  s y s t e m  o n  l a n d s  a l r e a d y  owned by t h e  s t a t e  
o r  p roposed  t o  b e  d o n a t e d  t o  i t .  The f i r s t  s i x  p a r k s  employed a  
t o t a l  o f  4 ,500 men i n  t h e  CCC p rogram,  who were  s t a t i o n e d  w i t h i n  
t h e  p a r k s  and  b u i l t  "parkways ,  b a t h  h o u s e s ,  w a t e r  and  s a n i t a r y  
s y s t e m s ,  n a t u r e  t r a i l s ,  and  f i r e  b a r r i e r s . "  The s u c c e s s  o f  
V i r g i n i a ' s  p rogram o c c a s i o n e d  some c r i t i c i s m  f rom o t h e r  s t a t e s  
whose r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  f e l t  V i rpAnia  was g e t t i n g  more t h a n  i t s  
f a i r  s h a r e  o f  t h e  f e d e r a l  a i d .  

Carson  i s  a l s o  c r e d i t e d  w i t h  c o n c e i v i n g  and  s e t t i n g  i n  p l a c e  
V i r g i n i a ' s  much-admired s y s t e m  o f  r o a d s i d e  h i s t o r i c a l  marke r s .  
More t h a n  a  t h o u s a n d  o f  t h e  m a r k e r s  s p r o u t e d  " t h i c k  a s  Coca Co la  
s i g n s "  b e s i d e  t h e  s t a t e ' s  r o a d s ,  making t h e  e n i f r e  s t a t e  a n  
"open-a i r  c l a s s r o o m "  f o r  t h e  s t u d y  o f  h i s t o r y .  

A t  home i n  t h e  Shenandoah V a l l e y ,  C a r s o n  and h i s  w i f e  were  
a c t i v e  i n  s e t t i n g  u p  l o c a l  r e c r e a t i o n a l  f a c i l i t i e s  a s  w e l l .  I n  
1933,  a s  a  memorial  t o  t h e i r  o n l y  s o n ,  who had d i e d  o f  pneumonia 
a t  t h e  a g e  o f  1 7 ,  t h e  C a r s o n s  d o n a t e d  62 a c r e s  o f  l a n d  f o r  a  
p u b l i c  g o l f  and  c o u n t r y  c l u b  t o  t h e  town o f  F r o n t  Royal .  Again,  
t h e  c ly4  house  and  g o l f  c o u r s e  were  b u i l t  by V i r g i n i a  CCC 
camps. 

Carson  s e r v e d  f o r  t h i r t y  y e a r s  o n  t h e  Democra t i c  S t a t e  
C e n t r a l  Committee (1910-1940) ,  and h i s  work w i t h  t h e  C o n s e r v a t i o n  

1 2 " p r o n t  Royal  R e c r e a t i o n a l  P a r k  H i s t o r i c  D i s t r i c t , "  N a t i o n a l  
R e g i s t e r  o f  H i s t o r i c  P l a c e s  R e g i s t r a t i o n  Form, 1991. 
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o .  a c a ~ i Z l W l l t  o r  a i y r ~ r r r ~ i  -- 
and Development  Commission was h i g h l y  p r a i s e d  by t h e  p r e s s  and  
p u b l i c ,  d e s p i t e  a  c o n t r o v e r f x  o v e r  h i s  h i g h l y  p e r s o n a l i z e d  
management o f  i t s  programs.  H e  was ment ioned  a s  a  p o s s i b l e  
c a n d i d a t e  f o r  t h e  g o v e r n o r s h i p  i n  1929 and  a g a i n  i n  1933. 
However, t h e  D e p r e s s i o n  made f u n d s  f o r  t h e  Commission 's  p r o j e c t s  
i n c r e a s i n g l y  d i f f i c u l t  t o  o b t a i n ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  under  t h e  s t r e s s  
o f  a  c o o l i n g  r e l a t i o n s h i p  w i t h  Byrd. C a r s o n ' s  f r i e n d s h i p  w i t h  
now-Senator Byrd had been  s e r i o u s l y  compromised by a  d i s a g r e e m e n t  
o v e r  t h e  p r o p o s e d  r e o r g a n i z a t i o n  o f  t h e  C o n s e r v a t i o n  and  
Development Commission and C a r s o n ' s  r e l u c t a n c e  t o  s u p p o r t  a  Byrd 
c a n d i d a t e  a s  e x e c u t i v e  s e c r e t a r y  o f  t h e  commission. T h e i r  
r e l a t i o n s h i p  was v i r t u a l l y  d e s t r o y e d  when Carson  backed  t h e  head  
o f  t h e  s t a t e  p a r k s  d e p a r t m e n t ,  who had b e e n  i n u n d a t e d  w i t h  
a p p l i c a t i o n s  f r o m  Democrats  thrown o u t  o f  work by t h e  D e p r e s s i o n ,  
i n  u r g i n g  t h a t  a p p l i c a n t s  f o r  p a r k s  j o b s  b e  judged s o l e l y  o n  t h e  
b a s i s  o f  a b i l i t y  r a t h e r  t h a n  o n  p o l i t i c a l  exped iency .  By 1934,  
Carson  a n d  Byrd had come t o  a  b i t t e r  p a r t i n g  o f  t h e  ways. When 
t h e  commiss ion  was r e o r g a n i z e d ,  C a r s o n  was  n o t  r e a p p o i n t e d .  H e  
r e t i r e d  f rom t h e  p o l i t i c a l  a r e n a  t o  K i l l a h e v l i n .  

Even a f t e r  C a r s o n ' s  d e a t h  i n  1942 ,  however,  h i s  w i f e  a n d  
d a u g h t e r s  were s o  conv inced  o f  t h e  Byrd f a c t i o n ' s  u n r e l e n t i n g  
a n i m o s i t y  t o w a r d  t h e  fo rmer  cha i rman  t h a t  t h e y  s e q u e s t e r e d  a l l  o f  
C a r s o n ' s  c o r r e s p o n d e n c e  and  o t h e r  r e c o r d s  r e l a t i n g  t o  h i s  c a r e e r  
w i t h  t h e  C o n s e r v a t i o n  and  Development Commission a t  t h e  R i v e r t o n  
house  f o r  many y e a r s ,  r e f u s i n g  a l l  r e q u e s t s  f o r  a c c e s s  t o  them 
l e s t  h i s  i l l - w i s h e r s  u s e  t h e  r e c o r d s  t o  impugn C a r s o n ' s  
r e p u t a t i o n .  H i s  d a u g h t e r s  bu rned  t h e  p a p e r s  n e a r l y  t h i r t y  y e a r s  
a f t e r  C a r s o n ' s  d e a t h ,  keep ing  o n l y  s e v e r a l  s c r a p b o o k s  of  
newspaper c l i p p i n g s .  A few months l a t e r ,  t h e y  l e a r n e d  o f  t h e  
e x i s t e n c e  o f  a  b i o g r a p h e r  whose c r e d e n t i a l s  t h e y  f e l t  t h e y  c o u l d  
t r u s t :  J o h n  F .  Horan,  J r . ,  e d i t o r  o f  t h e  Nor the rn  V i r g i n i a  D a i l y .  
Although h e  was  u n a b l e  t o  u s e  h i s  s u b j e c t ' s  p e r s o n a l  f i l e s ,  Horan 

1 3 p a r t  o f  t h e  c o n t r o v e r s y  c e n t e r e d  a b o u t  t h e  commiss ion ' s  
payment o f  l e g a l  f e e s  t o  A .  C .  Ca r son .  S e e  Horan, pp.  410-11. 
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found the material for his master's thesis on Carson's years wlth 
=he commission in the state archives.'* 

After a subdivision that reduced its orlqinai nine acres t.o 
less than three. Killahevlin was sold in 1976 and aqain in 1984 
and 1990. I t  I S  currentlv brlnq reha3~iltated for use as a hed- 
and-brea~fast inn. 

'Virginia Carson Lipscomb. in a letter to Ray Coliins (who 
.-lad purchased the house in 1984 ) ,  dated May 25, 2985. 
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1 0 .  Geographical Data  - 
Verba l  Boundary D e s c r i p t i o n  

T r a c t  " A "  a s  shown o n  p l a t  e n t i t l e d ,  "A R e s u b d i v i s i o n  o f  t h e  
Wil l iam E. Carson  S u b d i v i s i o n , "  d a t e d  September  6 ,  1984 (Deed 
Book 317, p. 355,  O f f i c e  o f  t h e  C l e r k  o f  C i r c u i t  C o u r t  o f  Warren 
C o u n t y ) ,  p l u s  t h e  a l l e y  t o  t h e  n o r t h  o f  T r a c t  A ,  which  was 
purchased  by K i l l a h e v l i n  owners  i n  1992. 

Boundary J u s t i f i c a t i o n :  

Boundary i n c l u d e s  a l l  l a n d  l e g a l l y  r ema in ing  i n  t r a c t  c o n t a i n i n g  
t h e  r e s i d e n c e  and o u t b u i l d i n g s ,  p l u s  t h e  nar row a l l e y  t o  t h e  
n o r t h ,  which was p u r c h a s e d  by K i l l a h e v l i n ' s  owners  i n  1992. The 
p r o p e r t y  i s  compr i sed  o f  s u f f i c i e n t  a r e a  t o  s u g g e s t  t h e  o r i g i n a l  
l andscaped  a p p e a r a n c e  o f  t h e  Carson  p r o p e r t y  a s  i t  would have 
been  s e e n  from t h e  h o u s e  and  from Nor th  Royal  Avenue. 














