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p. DESCRIPTION 
I I i t  

I (Check On.) 

I CONDITION 

S t .  John's Church is one of s i x  remaining colonial  churches i n  Virginia 
b u i l t  i n  the shape of a Latin cross. The building measures about seventy- 
f ive  f ee t  ea s t  to west, and approximately s ix ty  f ee t  north to  south. The 
f ine qual i ty  br ick walls a r e  l a id  i n  Flemish bond with glazed headers above 
the beveled water table  and English bond below. Rubbed brick i s  found 
around a l l  the semicircular arched windows, the round windows i n  each of 
the gable ends, a rda t  a l l  the corners. A l l  three  entrances (north, south 
and west) to  the building apparently had brick pediments, but these have 
been removed and the entrances a r e  now covered by modern brick vest ibules .  
A brick tower with a wooden belfry  was added to  the west end i n  1762, but ws 
removed c i r ca  1870. The present massive and somewhat awkwardly placed brick 
tower i n  the northeast  corner of the building was added i n  1901. Except 
for  the walls themselves, a l l  the remaining fabr ic  i n  the church dates from 
a f t e r  1870. The present i n t e r io r  appointments, especial ly  the stained glass 
windows, a r e  f ine  qual i ty  late-nineteenth and early-twentieth century 
work. 
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Surrounding the church is a picturesque graveyard with stones bearing the 
names of many of the old families i n  the area.  A t  l e a s t  two of the stones 
date  from the colonial  period. 

Moved Oripiwl S i n  
D E S C R l B E  T H E  P R E S E N T  I N D  O R l C l N A L  ( I f  l m ~ w n )  P H Y S I C A L  A P P E A R A N C E  I 



As with most of ~ i r g i n i a ' s  colonial  churches, St .  John's has suffered con- 
siderably from the wars which have plagued the Tidewater area.  The 
building was s l i gh t ly  damged during the Br i t i sh  bombardment of Hampton 
i n  1775. During the War of 1812, it was ransacked by Br i t i sh  troops and 
was used as  a barracks. The Br i t i sh  so damaged the building tha t  l i t t l e  
was l e f t  except the walls and the roof. In  1830 the church received a 
thorough renovation and was reconsecrated by Bishop Moore a s  St.  ~ o h n ' s  
Church. In  1861 Confederate forces burned the church along with the 
r e s t  of Hampton, so a second renovation was required following the War 
Between the States.  

Although the brick walls a r e  the only remaining or ig ina l  portions of the 
church, they survive a s  a c l a s s i c  example of 'barly-eighteenth century 
Virginia brickwork. The exis t ing Victorian in t e r io r  appointments a r e  of 
f ine  qual i ty  and a r e  be f i t t i ng  for  the venerable walls i n  which they a re  
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S T I T E U m T  O F  S I G N I F I C A N C E  _ i 
The piesent St .  .John's, or  Elizabeth City Parish Church a s  i t  was origina1l:r 
named, i s  the fourth building t o  serve th i s  ancient parish, sa id  to  be the 
oldest  ac t ive  parish of the Anglican Church in  America, The f i r s t  church, 
known a d  Kecoughtan Church, was erected circa 1613-16 i n  the v i c in i ty  of 
what is now Hampton Ins t i t u t e .  The second and third churches, erected i n  
1624 and 1667 respectively,  were located nearer the present church. In  
1727 the governor decided tha t  a new church should be erected within the 
c i t y  of Hampton, and a court  order directed cer ta in  men "to lay off an 
acre  and a half  of ground a t  the upper end of Queen S t ree t  f o r  the building 
of a church thereon." The present church was completed circa 1728. 

I t  should be noted tha t  St .  John's English communion s i l v e r  has been i n  
use longer than any other i n  America. The London chal ice  and two patens, 
dat ing from 1618-19, were or ig ina l ly  given t o  St. Mary's, Smith's Hundred, 
i n  Charles City County and were bestowed upon Elizabeth City Parish l a t e r  
i n  the  century, St. John's a l so  owns a Breeches Bible dated 1599. 
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