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The Herbert House cons is t s  of an or ig ina l  brick,  two-story block facing 
eas t  with the addi t ion of a brick rear  e l l  and frame two-story wing 
forming a U-shaped plan overal l .  A two-level f ron t  porch with the second 
s tory  enclosed has been added t o  the ea s t  f ront .  The or ig ina l  br ick block 
u t i l i z e s  the f u l l  range of eighteenth-century masonry techniques. The 
brick i s  l a i d  i n  Flemish bond with English bond used below the beveled 
watertable;  random glazing of the header bricks as  well  a s  rubbed brick 
a t  the window and door jambs and a t  the corners enrich the br ick pattern.  
The use of a b e l t  course and gauged br ick f l a t  arches completes the design. 
Original wood members include f loor  j o i s t s  and sub-flooring, r a f t e r s ,  windo 
s i l l  and framing. The most dramatic i n t e r i o r  changes have been the removal 
of the north wall  of the cen t r a l  s t a i r  h a l l  creat ing one large room on 
the north endof the or ig ina l  block; the wall  a t  the r ea r  of the old s ta i r . .  
h a l l  was removed and the nineteenth-century s t a i r  p a r t i a l l y  projects  in to-  
the brick r ea r  e l l .  A l l  i n t e r i o r  woodwork seems t o  da te  from the mid t o  
l a t e  nineteenth century. 
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The Herbert House is the oldest  standing house i n  Hampton, and one of 
tile oldest  buildings on the lower Peninsula. The house, which faces 
the Hampton River on Armstrong Point, was b u i l t  i n  the mid eighteenth 
century; i t  remained i n  the possession of the Herbert family u n t i l  1808. 
There followed several  changes i n  ownership during the ante-bellum 
period; and, i n  1865, Herbert House, l i k e  many another southern home- 
place, came in to  the possession of a northerner. 

As b e f i t s  long-term denizens of a s i t e  on open water, both Herbert family 
and House have associat ions  with naval history.  In  1718, the empaled 
head of the p i r a t e ,  Blackbeard, was posted here a s  a warning t o  h i s  
former colleagues s t i l l  plying t h e i r  t rade i n  the Chesapeake-Albemarle 
Sound region. Lieutenant Pascow (a proprie tor  of the Herbert House) 
and Captain Thomas Herbert held comissions i n  the Navy of Virginia 
during the Revolution; a kinsman was Secretary of the Navy during the 
Cleveland Administration. 

The Herbert House remains a s  a r e l a t i ve ly  scarce example of ear ly ,  two- 
s tory ,  single-rooms-deep br ick  s t ruc tures .  It has superb Georgian 
brickwork, refined masonry de ta i l ing ,  and r e t a in s  most of its s t r u c t u r a l  
wood framing. Although suffer ing somewhat from additions,  i t  has 
considerable value and s ignif icance t o  'the a r ch i t ec tu ra l  h i s tory  of 
S t a t e  and region. 
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