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Weston Manor s t ands  near  the  western edge of  Hopewell i n  a  grove 
of  t r e e s  on the  bank o f  t h e  Appomattox River. Although t h e  f i e l d s  on the 
land s i d e  of  the  house have been b u i l t  up i n  an apartment  complex, t h e  house ' ;  
immediate surroundings remain undis t rubed.  Also nndis turbed  i s  t h e  handsome 
prospect  of the  wooded oppos i te  sho re  of t h e  Appomattox. None of  Weston 
Manor's ou tbu i ld ings  remain, nor  is t h e r e  any i n d i c a t i o n  where they s tood.  

The house i t s e l f  i s  a  t y p i c a l  V i rg in i a  Georgian form - a two-stor: 
r ec t angu la r  block covered by a hipped roo f .  Both t h e  land and r i v e r  f r o n t s  
a r e  f i v e  bays i n  l eng th  and have c e n t e r  doors .  The f i r s t  s t o r y  windows have 
nine-over-nine s a s h  wh i l e  t h e  second have n ine-over-s ix  wi th  t h e  genera l  pro- 
po r t ions  of t h e  openings being diminished.  A l l  t h e  windows a r e  supported on 
f i n e l y  molded s i l l s .  The en t r ances  on e i t h e r  s i d e  a r e  s h e l t e r e d  by smal l  
porches. The porch on t h e  r i v e r  f r o n t  appa ren t ly  r ep laces  a n  e a r l i e r  one, 
and i s  a somewhat crude Greek Revival form wi th  four  square  columns. The 
pedimented land f r o n t  porch appears  t o  be o r i g i n a l .  The o r i g i n a l  turned 
p i l a s t e r s  on t h i s  porch a r e  preserved b u t  t h e  corresponding turned p o s t s  
have been replaced by two square  columns. The roof is p ierced  by four  in-  
t e r i o r  end chimneys wi th  corbe led  caps and is surrounded a t  i t s  base by a  
f i n e  modi l l ion  co rn ice .  A photograph of  t h e  house taken dur ing  t h e  C i v i l  
War shows t h e  roof  covered by wood s h i n g l e s  but  t h e s e  have been replaced  by 
s h e e t  metal.  The house s t a n d s  on b r i c k  foundat ion l a i d  i n  English bond. 
The basement can be en te red  from t h e  e a s t  s i d e  o f  t h e  house through a gabled 
bulkhead. Except f o r  t h e  minor changes i n  the  porches,  t h e  l o s s  o f  t h e  wood 
sh ing le  roo f ,  and t h e  l o s s  of  t h e  paneled s h u t t e r s ,  the  e x t e r i o r  of  Weston 
Manor remains amazingly una l t e red .  The house r e t a i n s  n e a r l y  a l l  o f  i ts  
o r i g i n a l  sash  a s  w e l l  a s  i ts  deeply  undercut beaded clapboarding.  

The i n t e r i o r ,  l i k e  t h e  e x t e r i o r  i s  e s s e n t i a l l y  una l t e red .  The 
c e n t r a l  h a l l  ex tends  t h e  depth  of  t h e  house and i s  d iv ided  i n  t h e  middle by 
a  l a r g e ,  s emi -c i r cu la r  a r c h  supported on p i l a s t e r s .  The hal l .  i s  a l s o  embel- 
l i s h e d  wi th  f l a t  paneled wainscot ing  and d e n t i l e d  co rn ice .  The s t a i r  is 
loca ted  i n  a n  e l l  o f f  t h e  southwest  co rne r  of  t h e  h a l l .  I t  ascends f o r  one- 
t h i r d  of i t s  l eng th  a g a i n s t  t h e  south  e x t e r i o r  w a l l  then curves  i n  a t i g h t  
180 degree t u r n  t o  reach t h e  second f l o o r  c . intra1 h a l l .  The s t a i r  has a  
r a i l i n g  of square  b a l u s t e r s  and rounded h a n d r a i l  t h a t  s p i r a l s  a t  the  bottom 
s t e p .  

The p l an  of  the  second f l o o r  i s  i d e n t i c a l  t o  t h e  f i r s t ,  having t w  
rooms on both s i d e s  of t h e  h a l l .  Most of the  o r i g i n a l  mantels  on both  f l o o r  
a r e  preserved.  The most i n t e r e s t i n g  i s  i n  t h e  northwest  f i r s t  f l o o r  room 

has a  c o r n i c e  s h e l f  and f r i e z e  supported on s top - f lu t ed  p i l a s t e r s ,  the  
being i n s e t  i n  a  somewhat c rude  pedimented aed icu la .  Both t h e  f i r s t  

f l o o r  rooms on t h e  house ' s  n o r t h  s i d e  have chimney c l o s e t s  f i l l i n g  
s i d e  of the  r e s p e c t i v e  chimney b r e a s t s .  

Although Weston Manor r e t a i n s  n e a r l y  a l l  o f  i ts o r i g i n a l  f a b r i c ,  
i n  only  a  f a i r  s t a t e  of  r e p a i r .  At t h e  p resen t  time i t  is 

e i n g  used by t h e  owners a s  inexpensive r e n t a l  proper ty .  
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Weston Manor is a n  e x c e l l e n t  example of Late-Georgian p l a n t a t i o  
a r c h i t e c t u r e ,  and i s  one of  the  few p l a n t a t i o n  houses l e f t  on the h i s t o r i c  
lower Appomattox River.  Its simple r ec t angu la r  form wi th  hipped roof 
i l l u s t r a t e s  t h e  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  conservat ism t h a t  p e r s i s t e d  i n  r u r a l  sou ths ide  
Vi rg in i a  fol lowing t h e  Revolution. The a r c h i t e c t u r a l  i n t e r e s t  o f  t h e  house 
is enhanced by t h e  f a c t  t h a t  n e a r l y  a l l  the  o r i g i n a l  f a b r i c  is i n t a c t ,  and 
t h a t  no s t r u c t u r a l  a l t e r a t i o n s  have taken p lace .  I t  is unusual t h a t  such 
a  f i n e  and imposing house should have remained gene ra l ly  unknown t o  most 
Virg in ians .  L i t t l e ,  i f  anyth ing ,  has  ever  been w r i t t e n  about  t h e  house; 
i t  has  been included i n  no h i s t o r i c  s i te  surveys of V i r g i n i a ,  and no 
photographs of i t  have been published.  That i ts  e x i s t e n c e  should have 
remained unnoticed f o r  s o  long is even more s u r p r i s i n g  s i n c e  t h e  house i s  
loca ted  s o  nea r  t h e  s t a t e ' s  major popula t ion  c e n t e r .  

Weston Manor s t ands  on land o r g i n a l l y  pa tented  i n  1637 by John 
Baker. The land remained i n  t h e  Baker family u n t i l  1668. I n  1723 the  
proper ty  w a s  owned by John Hooley, and i n  t h e  l a t t e r  p a r t  o f  t h e  cen tu ry  i t  
was acqui red  by William Gi l l i am and h i s  w i fe ,  C h r i s t i n e  Eppes Gi l l iam.  The 
G i l l i a m s  e r e c t e d  t h e  p r e s e n t  house probably i n  t h e  1780's .  Tne e a r l i e s t  
w r i t t e n  record of  t h e  G i l l i a m ' s  house is a n  1804 l e t t e r  w r i t t e n  from Weston 
Manor by Mrs. Gi l l i am t o  h e r  b r o t h e r  a t  Pr ince ton  College.  

During t h e  War between t h e  S t a t e s  t h e  house was s h e l l e d  by a  
Northern gunboat,  and i n  the  l a t t e r  p a r t  of  t h e  w a r ,  when nearby C i ty  Poin t  
harbor  was be ing  used t o  supply t roops engaged i n  the  s e i g e  of  Pe tersburg ,  
the  house was occupied by Northern o f f i c e r s  among whom was General P h i l l i p  
Sheridan.  I n  1869 Weston Manor was bought from t h e  Gi l l i am family by 
P h i l l i p  Dolin of I r e l a n d  and New York Ci ty .  The Dolin family r e t a i n e d  
ownership of t h e  house and surrounding farmlands f o r  t h e  remainder of the  
n ine teen th  century .  Following t h e  DuPont development of  nearby Hopewell, 
Weston Manor's lands  were g radua l ly  s o l d  o f f  s o  t h a t  t h e  house is now 
encroached upon by housing developments. A movement t o  p rese rve  t h e  house 
and a p o r t i o n  o f  i ts  s e t t i n g  is c u r r e n t l y  underway. 
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