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f (Check One) 

& E x c e l l e n t  a Good a F o i r  C] 
CONDITION C ---- 

(Check One) I a Altered  g* Unaltered fJ Moved Original S i t e  

THE PRESENT AND O R I G I N A L  ( i f  known) P H Y S I C A L  A P P E A R A N C E  

Stono i s  s i t e d  on a b l u f f ,  ~ o r d a n ' s  Point,  overlooking t h e  Maury River, a t  
t h e  nor th  end of the  Virginia  M i l i t a r y  ~ n s t i t u t e  campus i n  Lexington. The 
property i s  approached from t h e  r e a r  by a winding l ane  t o  the e a s t ,  Three 
of i t s  e a r l y  outbuildings remain, including one which is now incorporated 
i n  the  f a b r i c  05 the  main house, 

The o r i g i n a l  por t ion  of the  house is  cruciform, having a two-story c e n t r a l  
s e c t i o n  and one-story wings and is  l a i d  i n  Flemish bond, The fasade i s  
dominated by a two-story Roman Doric por t ico  with a modil l ioned pediment 
and l u n e t t e  and a g a l l e r y  a t  second-floor l e v e l ,  Typical of  i t s  b u i l d e r ' s  
work, the  columns a r e  very t h i n  and c l o s e l y  spaced. The two-story por t ion  
is  three-bays wide with a leaded semi-circular  f a n l i g h t  over t h e  c e n t r a l  
en t ry ,  and a s i m i l a r l y  t r e a t e d  door leads  t o  the  porch above, Each of t h e  
wings i s  two-bays wide, and t h e  e n t i r e  house, except f o r  t h e  por t i co ,  i s  
enc i rc led  by a four-course, molded-brick cornice,  A l l  of t h e  windows have 
s ix-over-s ix  sash with unadorned openings and rowlock heads, 

Behind the  l a r g e  e n t r y  h a l l  i n  the  main block i s  a narrow t ransverse  s t a i r  
h a l l  with i t s  own e x t e r i o r  door, and behind t h i s  i s  a p a r l o r ,  The e a s t  
wing is  given over t o  a l i b r a r y ,  and t h e  west wing is t h e  d ining room. 

The house was extended 60 f e e t  t o  the  r e a r  (south) around 1870 by t h e  con- 
s t r u c t i o n  of a  one-and-one-half s t o r y  connection t o  a one-s tory  loom house 
i n  the  r e a r ,  Two o t h e r  rooms have been added t o  t h e  r e a r  of t h e  west wing. 

The woodwork a t  Stono is e legan t  but  r e s t ra ined ,  Flush wainscoting and a 
p l a i n  dent icula ted  cornice  e n c i r c l e  the  entrance h a l l .  The o r i g i n a l  mantel 
now i n  the l i b r a r y ,  has robust  Doric colonnet tes  surmounted by a rch i t r ave  
blocks wi th  carved v e r t i c a l ,  e l l i p t i c a l  sunbursts  on t h r e e  s i d e s ,  and a. 
bold  she l f  i s  broken around these  a rch i t r ave  blocks, A c e n t r a l  t a b l e t  has 
a larger, hor izonta l  sunburst  l i k e  those over the colonnet tes .  Enclosing 
t h e  f i r ebox  i s  a c a s t  i r o n  surround with c i r c u l a r  and e l l i p t i c a l  panels ,  
made by the  house's bu i lde r ,  John Jordan, a t  h i s  ironworks. A p a i r  of  
f a n l i g h t  doorways, one leading t o  the  s t a i r  h a l l  and t h e  o t h e r  t o  t h e  out- 
s i d e ,  complete t h e  woodwork i n  t h e  en t ry ,  Both have reeded cas ings  wi th  
corner  blocks,  molded keystones,  and wooden mullions. 

Flush wainscoting, topped by a c h a i r  r a i l ,  l e s s  e labora te  t h a n  t h a t  i n  the  
h a l l ,  decorates the  l i b r a r y .  The o r i g i n a l  mantel here is  now i n  t h e  
ent rance  h a l l .  It has reeded Doric p i l a s t e r s  wi th  inc i sed  e l l i p t i c a l  sun- 
b u r s t s  over them and i n  t h e  c e n t r a l  t a b l e t ,  The l i b r a r y  f i r e p l a c e  i s  out-  
f i t t e d  with an i r o n  s tove  made by Jordan himself.  The r~oodrvork i n  the  
d ining room and pa r lo r  resembles t h a t  i n  the  l i b r a r y ,  but  wi th  minor d i f -  
ferences  of d e t a i l  such as  t h e  use of paneled r a t h e r  than reeded p i l a s t e r s  

I i n  t h e  par lor  mantel. I 
The s t a i r s  with t h e i r  f l u s h  dado, p l a i n  b a n i s t e r ,  r ec tangu la r  b a l u s t e r s ,  
and a t tenuated newel a r e  enlivened by a curious d e t a i l .  The b a n i s t e r  
passiis over the  newel and terminates i n  a d e l i c a t e l y  carved dog's head 
which i s  sa id  t o  represen t  Jordan 's  f a v o r i t e  hound. 

(see cont inuat ion sheet 81)  
- -  - -- - - - . - - - - - - - - --- -- - * * - - - -- --- 



Form 10-3000 
(July 1969) 



P E R I O D  (Check One orMore  as A p p r o p r i e t e )  

U Pre-Columbion ' 0 16th Century 18th Century fJ 20th Century 

15th Century Cj 17rh Century 19th Century 

~ P E C I  FI C D A T E ( S )  (lf Appl i c f fb l e  and Known) 1818-19 
A R E A S  OF S I G N I F I C A N C E  (Check O n e  oi;More as A p p r o p r i a t e )  

Aboriginal fJ Education C] PoDiticoI Cf Urban Planning 

0 Prehistoric D Engineering fJ Religion/Phi- a . Other . ( s p e c i f y )  

Cf Historic Industry tosophy 

C] Agriculture Cf tnvention a Science 

a Architecture a Londscape 0 Sculpture 

CJ Art Architecture Sociol/Human- 

Commerce Cf Literature itarian 

fJ Communications a Military Theater 

C] Conservation r] Music a Tronsportotion 

S T A T E M E N T  O F  S I G N I F I C A N C E  

Stono with the  buildings of t h e  Vi rg in ia  M i l i t a r y  I n s t i t u t e  forms t h e  
impressive r i v e r  aspect  of Lexington. Its brickwork, three-par t  Pa l l ad ian  
plan ,  r e f ined  i n t e r i o r  woodwork, and eccen t r i c  proportions make the  house 
one of  the  most d i s t i n c t i v e  works by John Jordan, an e a r l y  Lexington 
b u i l d e r  and i n d u s t r i a l i s t  whose a r c h i t e c t u r a l  ideas were shaped by the 
a r c h i t e c t u r e  of Thomas Jefferson.  Jordan had been employed on the  1806 
remodeling of  Monticello and i n  t h e  l a t e r  const ruct ion of t h e  Univers i ty  

John Jordan (1777-1854) was born i n  Goochland County, Virginia, and later 
l i v e d  i n  Halifax County before  emigrating t o  Lexington i n  1802. He grad- 
u a l l y  bui l t .upaElour ishing i n d u s t r i a l  and const ruct ion empire which in-  
cluded i r o n  smelt ing and g r i s t  m i l l s ,  a  blacksmith shop, c o t t o n  and woolen 
t e x t i l e  manufacturing, and bui ld ing and a r c h i t e c t u r a l  work. For f i f t y  
y e a r s , * h e  dominated bui ld ing cons t ruc t ion  i n  Lexington and was responsible  
f o r  nea r ly  every important bui ld ing  erected  the re  during t h a t  period. The 
f i r s t  s t r u c t u r e  with which he was associa ted  was Mulberry H i l l ,  a l a r g e  
house e rec ted  around 1803. Shor t ly  t h e r e a f t e r  he worked f o r  Je f fe r son  a t  
Monticel lo then returned t o  h i s  own a c t i v i t i e s  a t  Lexington, L i t t l e  Stano 
(1816) was probably the  f i r s t  bu i ld ing  which was e n t i r e l y  h i s  own work. 
During t h e  1820s, he constructed the  Balcony F a l l s  s e c t i o n  of  the  James 
River and Kanawha Canal and the Washington Building a t  what is now Washing- 
ton  and Lee Univers i tyo  

Stono, o r i g i n a l l y  c a l l e d  Jordan's Point ,  was b u i l t  by Jordan f o r  h i s  own 
res idence  i n  1818, His use  of the  so-cal led  three-par t  Pal ladian  scheme 
wi th  a co lossa l  Roman Doric por t i co  and the  h i l l t o p  s i t i n g  o f  the  house 
r e c a l l  ~ e f f e r s o n ' s  work. I n  add i t ion  Jordan used a plan cons i s t ing  of a 
c e n t r a l  block with f r o n t  and r e a r  rooms and s ing le -ce l l  wings, with a de- 
emphasized s t a i r ,  reminiscent of Je f fe r son ' s  e a r l y  plans f o r  Monticello. 

Except f o r  the  d e f o l i a t i o n  of t h e  s i t e  by Union gunboats during the  C i v i l  
War, Stono has had an uneventful h i s t o r y  s ince  Jordan's  time. Its present  
owners acquired i t  i n  1958. 
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