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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Stono is sited on a bluff, Jordan's Point, overlooking the Maury River, at
the north end of the Virginia Military Institute campus in Lexington. The
property is approached from the rear by a winding lane to the east. Three
of its early outbuildings remain, including one which is now incorporated
in the fabric of the main house,

The original portion of the house is cruciform, having a two=-story central
section and one-story wings and is laid in Flemish bond. The fagade is
dominated by a two-story Roman Doric portico with a modillioned pediment
and lunette and a gallery at second-floor level. Typical of its builder's
work, the columns are very thin and closely spaced. The two-story portion
is three-bays wide with a leaded semi-circular fanlight over the central
entry, and a similarly treated door leads to the porch above. Each of the
wings is two-bays wide, and the entire house, except for the portico, is
encircled by a four-course, molded-brick cornice. All of the windows have
six-over-six sash with unadorned openings and rowlock heads.

Behind the large entry hall in the main block is a narrow transverse stair
hall with its own exterior door, and behind this is a parlor. The east
wing is given over to a library, and the west wing is the dining room.

The house was extended 60 feet to the rear (south) around 1870 by the con-
struction of a one-and~one-half story connection to a one~story loom house
in the rear., Two other rooms have been added to the rear of the west wing.

The woodwork at Stono is elegant but restrained. Flush wainscoting and a
plain denticulated cornice encircle the entrance hall. The original mantel,
now in the library, has robust Doric colonnettes surmounted by architrave
blocks with carved vertical, elliptical sunbursts on three sides, and a
bold shelf is broken around these architrave blocks. A central tablet has
a larger, horizontal sunburst like those over the colonnettes. Enclosing
the firebox is a cast iron surround with circular and elliptical panels,
made by the house's builder, John Jordan, at his ironworks. A pair of
fanlight doorways, one leading to the stair hall and the other to the out-
side, complete the woodwork in the entry. Both have reeded casings with
corner blocks, molded keystones, and wooden mullions.

Flush wainscoting, topped by a chair rail, less elaborate than that in the
hall, decorates the library. The original mantel here is now in the
entrance hall. It has reeded Doric pilasters with incised elliptical sun-
bursts over them and in the central tablet. The library fireplace is out-~
fitted with an iron stove made by Jordan himself. The woodwork in the
dining room and parlor resembles that in the library, but with minor dif-
ferences of detail such as the use of paneled rather than reeded pilasters

in the parlor mantel.

The stairs with their flush dado, plain banister, rectangular balusters,
and attenuated newel are enlivened by a curious detail. The banister
passes over the newel and terminates in a delicately carved dog's head
which is said to represent Jordan's favorite hound.

(see continuation sheet #1)
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An early summer kitchen stands in the southwest angle of the house.
west is a circular limestone rubble icehouse with a conical roof, and to the
east is a square brick office with a low pyramidal roof and a high stome

basement on the rear, downslope side.
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STATEMENT.OF" SIGNIFICANCE -

Stono with the buildings of the Virginia Military Institute forms the
impressive river aspect of Lexington. Its.brickwork, three~-part Palladian
plan, refined interior woodwork, and eccentric proportions make the house
one of the most distinctive works by John Jordan, an early Lexington
builder and industrialist whose architectural ideas were shaped by the
architecture of Thomas Jefferson. Jordan had been employed on the 1806
remodeling of Monticello and in the later construction of the University

of Virginia.

John Jordan (1777-1854) was born in Goochland County, Virginisa, and later
lived in Halifax County before emigrating to Lexington in 1802. He grad-
ually builtup a flourishing industrial and construction empire which in-
cluded iron smelting and grist mills, a blacksmith shop, cotton and woolen
textile manufacturing, and building and architectural work. For fifty
years, he dominated building construction in Lexington and was responsible
for nearly every important building erected there during that period. The
first structure with which he was associated was Mulberry Hill, a large
house erected around 1803, Shortly thereafter he worked for Jefferson at
Monticello then returned to his own activities at Lexington. Little Stono
(1816) was probably the first building which was entirely his own work.
During the 1820s, he constructed the Balcony Falls section of the James
River and Kanawha Canal and the Washington Building at what is now Washing-

ton and Lee University.

Stono, originally called Jordan's Point, was built by Jordan for his own
residence in 1818. His use of the so-called three~part Palladian scheme
with a colossal Roman Doric portico and the hilltop siting of the house
recall Jefferson's work. In addition Jordan used a plan consisting of a
central block with front and rear rooms and single-cell wings, with a de-
emphasized stair, reminiscent of Jefferson's early plans for Monticello.

Except for the defoliation of the site by Union gunboats during the Civil
War, Stono has had an uneventful history since Jordan's time. Its present

owners. acquired it in 1958.
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