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This pentagon-shaped Fort is a perfect example of its type and is
vemarkably well preserved, It includes an outer wall about 8 feet high, a
moat, and an inner wall 18-20 feet high and covers approximately 7.5 acres,
erxcluding the outer wall and moat., The Crafford family graveyard, the
Crafiord slave graveyard, three magazines, two bomb-proofed shelters, and
seven gun emplacements are contained within,

Also within its walls is the foundation of the colonial house. The
house was used as headquarters for the Fort during the War Between the States
and in World War T was repaired and used for observing and plotting artillery
fire. TIn 1925 the house was sold by the U. S. Army for forty~five dollars to
the College of William and Mary which urgently needed the Colonial bricks to
repair the Wren Building.
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Located on Mulberry Island Point within the military reservation of
present-day Fort Eustis and overlooking the James River 1Is an historic site
now known as Fort Crafford which has figured in American history since 1610.

In that year, disheartened colonists plagued with sickness and near
starvation decided to give up the settlement at Jamestown and attempt the
return journey to England. They were met off Mulberry Island Point by a
supply ship from the Mother Country, thus making it possible to contimue the
first permanent English colony in the New World.

In 1749, Caxter Crafford obtained land here, built his home, aund
operated a ferry between Mulberyy Island Toint and Isle of Wight on the
other side of the James.

It is believed that during the Revolutionary War a fortification was
built here by the Patriots to defend the river against British ships and
to fend off possible landings by the British attempting to reinforce
Yorktown.

Fort Crafford itself dates from the summer of 1861 when it was con-~
structed at CGeneral Lee's order to serve as the James River anchor of
General "Prince John'! Magruder's line which stretched from Yorktown across
the Peninsula to Mulberry Island, In conjunction with ancther fort acrozs
the river and with the James River Tleet of gunboats, the Fort sexved to
control the advance of Union shipping and prevented a Union landing on
Magruder's right flank, It played a part in the April-May 1862 Peninsular
Campaign in which the Union Army advanced from Fort Monroe up the Peninsula
in an attempt to take Richmond, Magruder's line, weak as 1t was, served fo
delay General MecClellan a month, giving the Confederate Army emough time to
assemble a force capable of successfully defending Richmond, WNo major
action occurred on Mulberry Island; the fortifications were abandoned 3 May
1862 when the Confederate forces withdrew to Williamsburg.




HAIDR 3i3L106R

QAPHICAL B2 F‘:P'FN'C‘:S

Davis, E.J.,"Mulberry TIsland and the Civil War

Fpril 1831 Hay

Bulletin, The Archaeological Society of Virginia,
72, pp. 109-133,

T867™ Quacferily
Vol 26,

No 3, Mar,

"Ft.Yustis Historical Socilety to Presevve 0ld Ft. Crafforxd”,

The Daily Press,

Newport News-Hampton, Va., Sunday, Mar. 27, 1966,

pp. 6-7.

War of

the

eballion: Official Records of the Union and Confederate Armiecs,

Waghington, D.C.: Gout Printing Office, 1830-1901, VOL iT, .
970-2, 979; VOL TIT P.503; VOL IV pp.640-1, 644-5, 668-70, 674, 630-1,
702-3; VOL IX pp. 34 385,40, 49, 5L, 68 VOL XI Part T po.8, 411-5,634%

pp. /88-

AT ek o
Mg% #I Part ITT 2 @ 41829 472 430 i, 462; VOL LY, Part iL, pp.
L .. 185-6, 256, 308, 99 =500,507~ i
[ Era CbATA e e T A
LATITUDE ANDO LONG TUDE COORDINATES“ [ LATITUDE AND LONGITUIDE COORDINATES -
DESIMING A RECTANGLE LOCATING THE PRODE~TY | W DEFINING THr CESTIR POIM! OF A HRORERTY
R _OF LESS THAN TEN ACRES
CORMER LATITUDE LONGITUDE LATITUDE LOMGITUDE
DUegrees Minutes Seconds |Degreeas Minutes Saconds Degrees Minutes Seconds | Degrses Minures Seconds
" o ' ; o
N " o ] " 374 0{ » 42 76 o 37 ' 06"
E Q T " Q ) "
SE fa) " " =] 3 -
Sw o ' . ° ' .
APPROXIMATE ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY: 9.5
AIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES
STATE: - Zo0DE | COUNTY copE
STATE: CODE COUNTY: CopE
STATL: - CODE | COUNTY: ConE
STATE: CODE | COUNTY: COoDE
i FORM PREPARED.BY i
NAME AR TITL S
Mrs. ma~Jo L. Davis, Curator
ORGANIZATION DATE
g
U. §. Army Transportation Museum 17 July 1973
STREET ANMNT NUMBER:
Fort Tustis
CITY OR Town: STATE CODE
Ne w;ort hows Vlrg inia 51_
TD STAT = :A3!"50_3‘41 7 A 1C“'A’ REGISTER ~ERFITATION

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 {Public Law
89-065). 1 hereby nominatz this property for inclusion
in the National Register and certify that it has been
evaluated according to the c-iteria and procedures se=t

forth by the Notional Park Service. The recommended
level of significance of this nomination is:

Nztional [T} State [H Local [}

Nume
Junius R. Fishburne, Jr., Director
Virginia Historiec Landmarks Commission

“ifle

Date

1 hereby certify that this property s included in the

National Register.

Director, Qffice of Archeology and Historic Preservation

LCate

ATTEST:

Keeper of The Narfonal Register

Diate

GPO 931.894

338

§ N

1

SNOJLD2hNnHY




ot

P " L : _R.r.w'mad Jumg-"
. ‘testie i

4 mcnl area

I

7 stamg

3
Oy

i
H
i
| Airecatt .
;;11:1 ‘ SO
4111 ) j,a-.\g?“ g
i % ‘thl Fustis
3 i
3 uwﬁ Courae
1
|
|
i
b
b
i
H(Eomy .
!
3
H
i

37°07'307
76°37°307

ws
o1
<

V#3534
coition 2AMS

Preparad by the Army Map Service (LD), Corps of Engineers, U. S. Army, Washington, &. C. Compiled
in 1957 fram Virginia, 1:25,000, AMS Sheet 5658 1l NE, 1250, Planimetric detail rnvlbed by photo-
planiretric methods. Aeriai photography Nav, 1955, Qriginal map compiied by photogrammetric
methods by U. 3. Coast and Gaodetic Survey, Coastat hydrography comgiled from USC&GS Charis
492, 1957, 529, 1955, Horizontal and verticai conrral by USC&GS, USGS and Cornmission of Fisher-
ies of Virginia, This map camplies with the national standard map accuracy requirements, Map
field cherkad 1957,
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