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This pentagon-shaped For t  i s  a pe r fec t  exrmple of i t s  type aild i s  
i-ernarkab3.y we l l  preserved.  It inc ludes  an o u t e r  w a l l  about 8 f e e t  high,  a 
moat, and an inne r  wa l l  18-20 f e e t  high and covers  approximately 7.5 a c r e s ,  
'zcl-uding t h e  o u t e r  wa l l  and moat. The Crafford farnily graveyard,  t h e  
Crkfford s l a v e  graveyard,  t h r e e  magazines, two bomb-proofed s l l e l t e r s ,  and 

lseven gun enplacements a r e  contained wi th in .  

1 Also w i t h i n  i ts  w a l l s  i s  t h e  foundation of t h e  c o l o n i a l  house. The 
h o u s e  was used a s  headquar te rs  f o r  t h e  F o r t  during t h e  War Between t h e  S t a t e s  
and i n  World Var I was r e p a i r e d  and used f o r  observing and p l o t t i n g  a r t i l l e r )  
f i r e .  I n  1925 t h e  house rgas s o l d  by t h e  U. S. Army f o r  f o r t y - f i v e  d o l l a r s  tc  
the  CoLlcge of Tdilliam and Hary which u rgen t ly  needed t h e  c o l o n i a l  b r i c k s  t o  
r e p a i r  the  Kren Building.  
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Located on Piulberry I s l and  Point wi th in  the  m i l i t a r y  r e s e r v a t i o n  of 
present-day For t  Eus t i s  and overlooking t h e  James River is an h i s t o r i c  s i t e  
now known a s  For t  Crafford which has f igu red  i n  American h i s t o r y  s i n c e  1610. 

I n  t h a t  yea r ,  d ishear tened c o l o n i s t s  plagued wi th  s i ckness  and nea r  
s t a r v a t i o n  decided t o  g ive  up t h e  s e t t l a n e n t  a t  Jarnestown and at tempt t h e  
r e ~ u r n  journey t o  England. They were met o f f  kfulberry I s l and  Point  by a 
supply s h i p  from t h e  Mother Country, thus  making it poss ib le  t o  cont inue  t h  
f i r s t  permanent English colony i n  the  New IJorld. 

I n  1749, Car ter  Crafford obtained land here,  b u i l t  h i s  hone, and 
o l e r a t e d  a f e r r y  between hiulberry I s l and  Point  and I s l e  of Wighr on t h e  
o t h e r  s i d e  of the  James. 

It i s  be l ieved t h a t  during t h e  Revolutionary War a  f o r t i f i c a t i o n  was 
b u i l t  he re  by t h e  P a t r i o t s  t o  defend t h e  r i v e r  aga ins t  B r i t i s h  s h i p s  and 
t o  fend o f f  poss ib le  landings by the  B r i t i s h  at tempting t o  r e i n f o r c e  
Yor~ctorm. 

F o r t  Crar'ford i t s e l f  d a t e s  from the. s u m e r  of 1851 when i t  was con- 
s t r u c t e d  a t  General Lee 's  o r d e r  t o  serve  a s  the  James River anchor of 
Gener.31 "Prince John" Hagruler ' s  l i n e  wh'nich s t r e t c h e d  from Yorktom across  
i:::e Peninsula eo ? .P~lberry  i s l and .  I n  conjunct icn  with another  f o r t  across 
t h e  r i v e r  and w i t h  t h e  Janes River F l e e t  of gunboats,  t h e  F o r t  served t o  
c o i ~ t r o l  t h e  advance o f  Unio~.  shipping and prevented a Union landiag  on 
Magruder's r i g h t  f l ank .  It played a p a r t  i n  t h e  April-May 1862 Peninsular  
Campaign i n  t,51ich t h e  Union Army advanced from For t  Monroe up t h e  Peninsula 
i n  an at tempt t o  t ake  Richmond. Magruder's l i n e ,  wealc a s  it was, served t o  
de lay  General NcClellan a  month, g iv ing  t h e  Confederate Amy enough time t o  
assemble a  f o r c e  capable  of s u c c e s s f u l l y  defending Richmond. No major 
a c t i o n  occurred on Mulberry I s l and ;  the  f o r t i f i c a t i o n s  were abandoned 3 Play 
1862 when t h e  Confederate f o r c e s  withdrew t o  Williamsburg. 
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