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SUMMARY DESCRIPTION 

Greenlawn Memorial Park is a 50 acre cemetery located at a point where two natural 
streams, Mill Dam Creek and Salters Creek come together. The cemetery has been in 
continuous operation as a cemetery, serving the Newport News and Hampton 
communities, since it s development in 1888. The cemetery is irregular in shape 
measuring one half mile from the front to the back and 400 f a t  at it's narrowest point 
and 1200 feet at it's widest point from side to side. Near the entrance is a white, two- 
story caretaker house built in 1936 with wood siding, asphalt shingle roofing and a white 
picket fence. The cemetery has approximately five miles of drives and @ways of grass, 
stone, and pavement. There are approximately 20,000 burials in the cemetery divided 
into individual and family plots. The monuments marking the burial sites date &om the 
1850's to the present and consist of small tablets, curbings, obelisks, columnar 
monuments and mausoleums. The grounds of the cemetery are covered in grass with 
numerous shrubbery, bushes and trees. At the center of the cemetery is a 25 foot obelisk . 

erected in 1900 marking the mass grave of 163 confedexate POW'S.These POWs who 
died in the nearby Newport News POW camp betweenApril 27.1865 and July 5,1865. 
At the foot of this monument is a granite ledger with the names, ranL,state and unit of 
each soldier. Thirteen southem states are represented. The property is in good condition 
and has had very little alteration since its creation. 

Entering the cemetery at it s only entrance at the end of Parish Ave in Newport News, 
Virginia is a grand entrance structure with a set of two red brick columns on either side 
of the entrance road, one eight feet tall and one ten feet tall. Attached on the inside of the 
two ten foot columns are two black wrought iron swing gates that span the enlrance road 
when closed Sitting on top of the brick columns are decorative flower vases. Attached 
between the ten foot and the eight foot columns are decorative wrought iron gates which 
span a walkway when closed and wrought iron fencing on the outside of the eight foot 
columns. The first 500 f a t  of the main entrance drive is lined on either side with mature 
12 to 15 foot cnpe myrtle tms.The plan of the cemetery is irregular aad strongly shaped 
by two natural streams, Mill Dam Creek and Salters Creek. Themain avenue of the 

I cemetery runs north within an elongated rectangular grid and terminates at a broad oval 
laid out perpendicular to the avenue. To the southwest of the mainavenue, the cemetery 
extends in a less regular pattern as the grid dissolves into curvingpaths and circular 
drives through established plots and areas still undeveloped The b u d  groundsare laid 
out in rectangular, oval and round sections. The rcctanpuiar and round sections are 
subdivided into individual family lots where the average lot contains six to ten burial 
spaces ranging from 12 feet by 20 feet to 20 feet by 20 feet. In these two sections, each 
family has erected on their lots upright granite memorials unique to that family's 
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individual taste. Many have installed granite curbing so as to clearly distinguish one lot 
from the other. The pathways providing access to the individual family lots are generally 
12 feet wide grass paths designed for walking but also wide enough for a vehicle if 
necessary. The pathways for the rectangular sections runparallel to the family lots and 
provide easy access. At the center of the round section is the Confederate POW 
memorial. Around the Confederate POW memorial are laid out two sets of rings 
containing family burial lots. Between the rings are grass pathways generally 12 feet 
wide also designed for walking but wide enough for a vehicle. The oval sections are 
designed for individual and two space lots. Granite memorials have been erected relative 
to the size of the lots. The pathways surrounding the oval sections are covered by stone 
and are designed for vehicles. A variety of shrubs and bushes have been planted by 
individual families on their lots. This gives the landscape a very informal appearance 
throughout the cemetery further enhancing the designers' plan of a rural setting. The 
entire length along the boundaries of the two creeks are heavily lined by several varieties 
of very mature broadleaf and needleleaf trees that aouear un~lanaed In addition to the 
shrubs, bushes and trees on the family lots, there &humeroi large magnofia, fruit and 
hardwood trees distributed throughout the interior of the cemetery further adding to the 
rural landscape design. 



United States Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 

National Register of Historic Places 
Continuation Sheet 

Section number 8 Page 3 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

Greenlawn Memorial Park is historically significant for it's association with the Newport 
News POW camp. Greenlawn Memorial Park contains 163 Confederate soldiers that 
were reintered there in 1900. In 1908, a monument was erected to honor these soldiers 
who died in the Newport News POW Camp, between April 27,1865 and July 5, 1865. 
The camp was actually located at the end of 18th Street next to Camp Butler overlooking 
Hampton Roads. 

Additionally, Greenlawn Memorial Park is significant for it's 19th century style of 
landscape design which emerged in the 1850's and was in full use by the late 1800's. In 
1888, the original developers selected a piece of property that was separated from the 
business and residential portions of the city making the cemetery site a rural setting. The 
designers of the cemetery skillfully used the style of the existing natural landscape of 
native trees and designed the drives and pathways to wind around and through the 
property. This informal picturesque design created the atmosphere of a public park. The 
idea was to create a space that was for the living as well as the dead Greenlawn became 
a popular gathering place for families to picnic and socialize. The POW monument in the 
center of the cemeterv is another examde of the trend of 19th centurv cemeteries. It was 
common among the i9th century cemeky designers to have monumints erected 
memorializing prominent or historical figures as a centerpiece of the cemetery. 

The victorious Union army had thousands of Confederate troops to parole and return to 
their homes throughout the South at the war's end With Northern camps already filled 
to capacity with captured Confederates, Newport News POW camp was planned to hold 
and process 10,000-20,000 prisoners, The camp was quickly built on a site (east of 
present 18th Street and the CSX right of way and extending to the Waterfront) next to 
Camp Butler. 'Other facilities, including a hospital, were constntcted The 122nd US 
Colored Troops: Battery B, 2nd US Colored Light Attillery and the !stUS Colored 
Cavalry were assigned to guard the camp. Colonel J. Ham Davidson was camp 
commandant. The use of black soldiers to guard the Newport News POW camp led to 
several unfortunate incidents. In late April, two former Confederates were wounded by 
sentries, (one accidentally) which increased the friction betweenthe guards and 
prisoners. Racial tensions compounded by fears of a prison escape came to a deadly 
explosion on the evening of May 7, 1865. Approximately ten prisoners approached the 
guard, Pvt. Harrison Woodson of the 122nd USCT, trying to sell him trinkets and 
taunting him about President Lincoln's death. One ex-confederate ignored Woodson's 
repeated commands t~ halt his steps onto the gallery where prisoners were forbidden to 
go after dark. The officer, Lt. 
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Harold, approached the scene and ordered the sentry while he was reloading his musket 
with double shot, 'There is another man on the gallery now; why do you not use the 
bayonet on him?" Woodson leaped toward the prisoner, Pvt. Benjamin Hunt,thrusting 
his bayonet into the prisoner's back. "You have killed him dead, " to which the black 
soldier replied, "Yes, by God!They buried us alive at Fort Pillow". 

The Commissary-General of Prisoners ordered a court martial which indicated no wrong 
doing but he also issued new regulations to avoid reoccurrence of similar incidents. 
Union officials now realized the htility of imprisoning former Confederates until they 
were formally paroled and the Newport News POW camp never reached its anticipated 
capacity. By July it was empty. The camp never held more than 3,490 prisonen, of 
which 168 died during captivity and 12 escaped The authorities deactivated the camp in 
August of 1865. 

The economic development of Newport News Point by Collis P. Huntington resulted in 
the destruction of Camp Butler and the Newport News POW camp. Terminal expansion 
in the 1890's caused the removal of the bodies of the Confederate soldiers who had died 
in the compound. In June 1900, the members on the Magruder Camp No. 36 United 
Confederate Veterans, successfully petitioned the Greenlawn Cemetery directors to 
donate a plot in which to reinter these bodies. A privately funded monument waserected 
on the 
site that same year. In 1979, thanks to the generosity of Mr. and Mrs.Thomas P. 
Duncan, a tablet listing the names, ranksand home towns of those reinterred was 
installed at Greenlawn Cemetery. The Bethel Chapter, United Daughters of the 
Confederacy sponsored the dedication ceremony on Memorial Day, May 27, 1979.' 

In the years following the War between the States (1 861-1 865), the American 
industrialist Collis P. Huntington purchased the C & 0railroad in 1869. Coal was the 
chief business of the C & 0railroad. Huntington recognized the potential of the natural 
port of Hampton Roads as a way to take advantage of the prosperous coastwise and 
overseas markets. By 1872, Huntington's representatives wen quietly buying properties 
and acquiring right-of-ways between Newport News andRichmond By 1880, work 
began on the laying of track between Newport News and Hamptoa People poured into 
the area to work. In 1884, the Chesapeake DryDock and Construction Company was 
started. An industrial boom had begun. The population of Warwick County and Elimbeth 
City County had grown from a population of 12,947 in 1880to 43,983 in 1900. ' The 
old ~ o m i i o n&d Company &&I buying up farms and lands to develop residential 
neighborhoods. In 1896, the City of Newport News was incorporated 
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Realizing the needs of the growing community, Greenlawn Cemetery was developed by 
the Newport News Cemetery Company beginning February 14, 1888 when Newport 
News was in its infancy. The incorporators were T.H. Gordon, Louis Bremond, I. E. 
White, Theodore Livezey, E. Clayton, E.B. Smith, T. E. Monis and M B. Crowell. By 
the terms of the charter, they were authorized to associate othm with them, and Messrs. 
W. A. Post, Geo. B. West, Carter M. Braxton, W. B. Livezey, C. B. Nelms and W. J. 
Nelms were added as associates. 

" In looking about for a location, attention was directed to what appeared to be a site 
planned by nature and peculiarly well adapted for this purposc - the choice site of the 
whole section of country. A point of land adjacent to the new town occupying an 
elevation and water courses surrounding the land guaranteesperfect dramage. The 
proximity of the City makes it convenient for thosc who d e s k  to visit the graves of their 
loved ones buried there. While convenient, it is, at the same time, separated from the 
business and residential portions of the City by natural water courses, and thus one's 
most sacred thoughts and meditations are undisturbed while visiting God's acre.'* 

In Newport News as with other new cities springing up through out the United States, the 
rural cemetery had displaced the family farm and church cemeteries which continued a 
trend that began in the 1850's. ' 
Characteristics found in Greenlawn Cemetery common to other mid 19th century 
cemeteries are that its designers freely used the elements of the increasingly popular 
suburban landscape in developing the look and atmosphere of the memorial park, the 
picturesque atmosphere, inefficient but aesthetically pleasing serpentine roadways, and 
economically impractical wide pathways and n a t d  land reserves.In addition, the 
reintennent i f  the remains of heroes (such as the 163 confederate POW'S reintered from 
the Newport News POW camp) moved from church yards, family and town gaveyards to 
the Mid 19thcentury cemetery were common. Such conditions reinforced the rural 
cemeteries claim ofgreater &rmanen~e.~ 

Greenlawn Cemetery, now Greenlawn Memorial Park, has been in continuous operation 
since it's founding in 1888. Cumntly there are approximately 150 new burials per year. 
The cemetery's co~ect ion with the War between the States and its close proximity to the 
site of the historic battle of the Iron Clads, The Monitor and The Menimac, give tourists 
an opportunity to visit two sites that made an impact on local and national affairs, and the 
burial customs of our ancestors. 
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ENDNOTES 

'	Ncwport News POW Camp By John V. Quantein,(unpublished manuscript) 
Nevqort News POW Camp By John V. Quarstein,(unpublished manuscript) 

'Sources : 1 .  United States Census Statistics: 2. CBataipne'Svirpinir Gazctteg, 1884. 
4 Unknown. p r o s ~ e c ~ sof Greenlawn Cemetery,(Newport News: Newport N e w  Cemetery Co, 1932) 

Sloan, David Charles, The Last Great Neccssitv. Crmstaies in American Histopf,Bnltimore: Thc John 
H o p h  Univenity P r q  1991) 

S low David Charles. 9. . &more: Thc Jobn 
Hopkins University Pnsa, 1991) 
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Additional UTM References 

Verbal Boundarv Description 

All that certain lot, piece or parcel of ground situate, in the Cities of Newport News and 

Harnpton (formerly Counties of Warwick and Elizabeth City), State of Virginia, all that 

certain piece or parcel of land being a fourth of the tract known as the "Causey Farm", 

situate in the Counties of Warwick and Elizabeth City, State of Virginia, containing fifty 

acres, more or less, and laid off and described as follows, to-wit: Commencing at a stone 

at about the middle of the swamp and on the southerly side of the county road, and 

running thence through the center of the swamp the following computed courses and 

distances, to-wit: South 65 - 431 East 13 chains; thence South 76 - 15'East I5 451100 

chains; thence South 37- SI East 4.591100chains, to a stake on the hold mill dam; thence 

along the edge of the marsh Southerly 45 1/2 East 1.071100chains; thence South 2 112 

West 831100 chains; thence South 82 112 East 1.301100chains to locust stob in edge of 

bank; thence South 41 East 11581100 chains; thence South 74 114 East 501100 chains; 

thence North 88 ID East 1.711100chains; thence South 76 East 1.401100chains; thence 

South 87East 1,981100chains-, thence North 21 112 East 631100chains; thence North 17 

112 West 1.121100chains; thence North 9 112 East 1.451100chains to the landing; thence 

North 13 314 East 1.61100chains; thence North 21 West 1.171100chains; thence North 

56 East 781100 chains, thence North 5 West 741100chains to stone near fork of leaning 

Cedar in edge of marsh; thence 43 51 West 34 511100 chains to a stone set on the 

southerly side of the county road; thence along the said road South 441'2West 21.891100 

chains to the place of beginning. 


Boundary Justification 

The boundary includes the entire parcel of land that has historically been associated with 

the property. 
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PHOTOGRAPHS OF GREENLAWN CEMETERY 

NEWPORT NEWS. VIRGINIA 


DHR FILE # 121-65 

Negative # 16160 


1. 	 CREDIT: Todd Sexton 
DATE: 1997 
VIEW OF: View of POW monument facing north east 
FILE NO.: 121-65 
PHOTO: 1 of 20 

2. 	 CREDIT: Todd Sexton 
DATE: 1997 
VIEW OF: View of POW granite name plaque facing north east 
FILENO.: 121-65 
PHOTO: 2 of 20 

3. 	 CREDIT: Todd Sexton 
DATE: 1997 
VIEW OF: View of Greenlam Cemetery facing north 
FILE NO.: 121-65 
PHOTO: 3 of 20 

4. 	 CREDIT: Todd Sexton 
DATE: 1997 
VIEW OF: View of Greenlawn Cemetery facing north 
FILE NO.: 12 1-65 
PHOTO: 4 of 20 

5. 	 CREDIT: Todd Sexton 
DATE: 1997 
VIEW OF: View of Greenlawn Cemetery facing north 
FILE NO.: 12 1-65 
PHOTO: 5 of 20 

6. 	 CREDIT: Todd Sexton 
DATE: 1997 
VIEW OF: View of Greenlawn Cemetery facing east 
FILE NO.: 121-65 

a c  
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7. 	 CREDIT: Todd Sexton 
DATE: 1997 
VIEW OF: View of Greenlawn Cemetery facing north west 
FILE NO.: 121-65 
PHOTO: 7 of 20 

8. 	 CREDIT: Todd Sexton 
DATE: 1997 
VIEW OF: View of Greenlawn Cemetery facing south east 
FILE NO.: 121-65 
PHOTO: 8 of 20 

9. 	 CREDIT: Todd Sexton 
DATE: 1997 
VIEW OF: View of Greenlawn Cemetery facing south east 
FILENO.: 121-65 
PHOTO: 9 of 20 

10. 	 CREDIT: Todd Sexton 
DATE: 1997 
VIEW OF: View of Greenlawn Cemetery facing south west 
FILE NO.: 
PHOTO: 10 of 20 

1 1. 	 CREDIT: Todd Sexton 
DATE: 1997 
VIEW OF: View of Greedawn Cemetery facing south west 
FILENO.: 121-65 
PHOTO: 1 1 of 20 

12. 	 CREDIT: Todd Sexton 
DATE: 1997 
VIEW OF: View of Greenlawn Cemetery facing south west 
FILENO.: 121-65 
PHOTO: 12 of 20 

13. 	 CREDIT: Todd Sexton 
DATE: 1997 
VIEW OF: View of Greenlawn Cemetery facing south east 
FILE NO.: 121-65 

.. 	 .-* 
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14. 	 CREDIT: Todd Sexton 
DATE: 1997 
VIEW OF: View of Greenlawn Cemetery facing south west 
FILENO.: 121-65 
PHOTO: 14 of 20 

15. 	 CREDIT: Todd Sexton 
DATE: 1997 
VIEW OF: View of Greenlawn Cemetery facing south east 
FILE NO.: 121-65 
PHOTO: 15 of 20 

16. 	 CREDIT: Todd Sexton 
DATE: 1997 
VIEW OF: View of Greenlawn Cemetery facing west 
FILE NO.: 12 1-65 
PHOTO: 16 of 20 

17. 	 CREDIT: Todd Sexton 
DATE: 1997 
VIEW OF: View of Greenlawn Cemetery facing west 
FILE NO.: 121-65 
PHOTO: 17 of 20 

18. 	 CREDIT: Todd Sexton 
DATE: 1997 
VIEW OF: View of Greenlawn Cemetery facing south east 
FILE NO.: 121-65 
PHOTO: 18of 20 

19. 	 CREDIT: Todd Sexton 
DATE: 1997 
VIEW OF: View of Greenlawn Cemetery facing south 
FILE NO.: 121-65 
PHOTO: 19 of 20 

20. 	 CREDIT: Todd Sexton 
DATE: 1997 
VIEW OF: View of Greenlawn Cemetery facing west 
FILENO.: 121-65 
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