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Fort Norfolk contains approximately 10 acres of land on the shore of t h e  
Elizabeth River. The or ig ina l  brick walls,  magazine, quarters,  and mess 
a r e  i n  good condition. The or ig ina l  buildings, plus a number of l a t e r  
s t ruc tures ,  serve a s  the  d i s t r i c t  o f f ice  for  the U. S. Army Engineer 
D i s t r i c t ,  Norfolk. 

F;om a "Report of the S t a t e  Quarters, Buildings, Etc. a t  Fort  Norfolk 
Harbour,of Norfolk, Virginia on 7th Sept. 1824:" I 

' t.. . 
. I i n  - all of br ick and well  coated with a yellow paint."\ 

, . .  
. . . . 

f ~ui&iing No. 1 -. "a subs tan t ia l  two2.&tory house - f o r  o f f i ce r s  'quarters con- 
t a i n i n g ; f o y  ground and four u p p e r ' r o k  with c e l l a r s  and out 

. . . .  , 
, . .  i 

, ,Biild.ixig No. 2 - soldiers '  barrdcks, 1% s t o r i e s  "containing three  ground . - 
and three  upper rooms - a t  one end a bake house - i n  good order." I . , .~~ > . .  . . .  . ., , . 

. . . . . .  . . , , :  

~ u i l d i n ~  No. 3 - 1% story  so ld ie rs  barracks with 3 ground and 3 upper 
rooms "in ind i f fe ren t  . order." . . . .  .. . . - 

Building No. 4 - 2 s tory,  "contttining two ground rooms f o r  carpenter ' s  z 
u. 

shop and one upper f o r  a s t o r e  room" - in good order. -I . . . " 
+. w -  

Building No. 5 - . a  guard h o k e  - i n  good order. c 
. . . .  . . ,. , . ... . . n 

.... Building No. 6 - a magazine - i n  good order. -I 
... . ,  . . . . .  .. . . - 

P, - 
Building No. 7 -- "a s h o t  Fu . . z 

. . . . . . . . . . .  . . w 

' Building No. 8 -. "a Black ,,,:' 
..:.....:. . I  ..... . . .  . ,  . "  : : , :> 

. ~ 
-. . . . . .  ."..' Building No. 9 - an outhouse. . .! ,: :. .,,, :, , :  

A v i s i t o r  t o  Norfolk i n  t he  second decade of the  nineteenth century de- 
scribed the f o r t  a s  "a s t rong f o r t i f i c a t i o n  with a br ick w a l l ,  i n  the  shape 
of a half-moon." (See Wertenbaker 6 Schlegel, "Norfolk, His tor ic  Southern 
Port," page 142.) 

I Local h i s to r i an  William S. Forrest  described the f o r t  i n  1853: I 
"This is a c i r cu l a r  b r ick  f o r t ,  on the north s ide  of the  r i v e r ,  and about 

a mile from the western limits of t he  c i t y .  It has been long neglected, and 
is f a s t  f a l l i n g  i n t o  ru ins .  Fort  Norfolk i s  s i tuated near ly  opposite t he  
U. S. Naval ~ o s ~ i h a l ;  rhe s i t e  of old  Fort  Nelson. These f o r t s  were, of , 

course, intended t o  guard t h e  e n f l r a n c e : t o l k h &  harbour. During the war 
(1812), an immense chain was extended across the r i v e r  from these two points." 

See woadcut of "Inter ior  of Old Fort  Norfolk i n  1853" i n  Benson Lossing's 
"Field Book of the Wae of 1812," page 668.  

(see continuation sheet #l) 
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1,- The rounded f r o n t  of t h e  f o r t  f ac ing  t h e  r i v e r  r i s e s  12 f e e t  o r  more from 

t h e  lawn. Beneath t h e  v e l v e t  green of t h e  lawn, s o l i d  b r i c k  work, 20 f e e t  
t h i c k  l i e s  behind t h e  f r o n t  of t h e  b a s t i o n .  

. - - ~ -  
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i Behind and below t h e  b a s t i o n  t h e  magazine was b u i l t ,  approximately 100 f e e t  
long and h a l f  a s  wide. The w a l l s  of t h i s  bu i ld ing  a r e  of b r i c k  f o u r  f e e t  
t h i c k  capped wi th  hewn s tone ,  and cons t ruc ted  i n  bays,  supported by huge 

I Roman a rches  f o r  g r e a t e r  r e s i s t a n c e  and p ro tec t ion .  The roof r e s t s  upon hand- 
carved p i l l a r s  of s tone .  

Behind t h e  magazine are two smaller bu i ld ings  c a l l e d  ' s h e l l s . '  W e  suppose 
t h e  s h e l l s  were f o r  t h e  s t o r a g e  of o t h e r  commodities than  powder. Near one 
s h e l l  an old-fashioned r e f r i g e r a t o r ,  l a r g e  enough t o  preserve  meat f o r  a smal l  
army, i s  b u i l t  i n t o  andinndar the  a r t i f i c i a l  mound t h a t  cont inues  t h e  bas t ion ,  
swinging eastward t o  f a c e  t h e  approach by land.  Even t o  t h i s  day,  long  unused, 
t h e  s t o u t  oaken door on handwrought h inges  is i n  e x c e l l e n t  r e p a l r .  

l o c a l  h i s t o r i a n  Reverend W. H. T. Squi res  i n  1936: 

- 
S T C ~ E  

Virg in ia  

Ca""TyNorfolk 
- I C i  tv nf)  
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Steps l e a d  up t h e  b a s t l o n  b e s i d e  t h e  g r e a t  ga t e .  A l i t t l e  frame house 
crowns t h e  top.  The cus todian ,  ?hj. H. R .  Cole, Acting D. E. ,  i n v i t e d  me with- 
i n ,  opened a t r a p ,  and pointed t o  an immense c i s t e r n  f i l l e d  w i t h  r a i n  water ,  
a r e s e r v o i r  which would i n s u r e  any g a r r i s o n  a copious supply.  

E N T R Y  N U M B E R  

I n  t h e  cen te r  of t h e  lawn, which extends  from t h e  perpendicular  f r o n t  of t h e  
I b a s t i o n  t o  t h e  bulkhead by t h e  wa te r ' s  edge, t h e  n a t i o n a l  f l a g  f l o a t s  i n  t h e  
breeze.  A mtle  d i r e c t l y  sou th  one ca t ches  a glimpse of t h e  S t a r s  and S t r i p e s  
on the  grounds of t h e  Naval Hosp i t a l ,  once For t  Nelson. 

D A T E  

I The re s idence  which had housed many o f f i c e r s  and t h e i r  f a m i l i e s  and which i n  
l a t e r  y e a r s  was used f o r  o f f i c e s  by t h e  Engineers of t h e  United S t a t e s  Army, 
i s  now t e n a n t l e s s .  Its broad porches,  f i n e  o ld  f i r e p l a c e s ,  w i th  mantels  above 
them, t h e  h a l l s ,  rooms and even t h e  k i t chens  and c e l l a r s  a r e  i n t a c t .  11 

- 
I 

S t i l l  s t and ing  a r e  t h e  o f f i c e r s '  q u a r t e r s ,  powder magazine, gatehouse, and 
b r i c k  bas t ion .  

The Norfolk Engineer D i s t r i c t  w i th  i t s  headquar ters ,  o r  D i s t r i c t  Off ice ,  a t  
Norfolk, V i r g i n i a ,  was e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  1879, wi th  Captain Charles  B. P h i l l i p s  
a s  D i s t r i c t  Engineer.  

For about  20 y e a r s  previous  t o  1923 t h e  Norfolk D i s t r i c t  Of f i ce  occupied 
q u a r t e r s  i n  t h e  U.  S. Custom House, Norfolk,  V i rg in i a .  I n  June 1923, t h e  of- 
f i c e  was removed t o  F o r t  Norfolk. The D i s t r i c t  Engineer and o f f i c e  personnel ,  
c o n s i s t i n g  of 27 persons,  occupied t h e  r e s idence ,  a n  o l d ,  two s t o r y  b r i c k  
bu i ld ing ,  f o u r  o t h e r  b u i l d i n g s  w i t h i n  t h e  r e s e r v a t i o n  being occupied by s to re -  
house, space  f o r  b l u e p r i n t  machinery, garage,  e t c .  I n  1935 t h e  D i s t r i c t  
Engineer and o f f i c e  personnel  vaca ted  t h e  F o r t  Norfolk Reserva t ion ,  w i th  ex- 
c e p t i o n  of the wharf and t h e  b u i l d i n g s  a t  t h e  n o r t h  end of t h e  r e s e r v a t i o n  and 

(se? cont,ir.*ation qhont. A?\ 
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H i s t o r i c  s t r u c t u r e s  remaining today a r e  t h e  powder-storage magazine, e n l i s t e d  
men's q u a r t e r s ,  o f f i c e r s '  mess, o f f i c e r s '  q u a r t e r s ,  and, of course  t h e  b r i c k  
wa l l  ." 
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ou t s ide  t h e  For t  proper ,  and moved t o  t h e  Federal  Building i n  Norfolk. On 
1 June 1942 t h e  D i s t r i c t  Engineer and g r e a t l y  expanded o f f i c e  personnel  re- 
moved t o  t h e  For t  Norfolk Reservat ion.  The new q u a r t e r s  included f i v e  new 
two-story frame o f f i c e  bu i ld ings  and t h e  renovated o r i g i n a l  b r i c k  s t r u c t u r e s ,  
bes ides  garage and docks. 

(City o f )  
FOR NPS U S E  ONLY 
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I 
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I F E R l O O  ( C h - e k  On. or .More as ApproPrla1.J 
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0 Pre-Colurnbion 0 16th ~ . ~ t u r y '  18th C.ntuq B 2 0 1 h  Cenwry 

0 15th C.ntuv 0 17th Century Q 19th Century 

SPECIFIC O A T E ( S I  ~ I I A P P I ; ~ . ~ I ~  m d K n o m )  l a t e  1700s to  present , 

A R E A S  O F  5 1 C N I F I C A N C E  fCh.ck Om. or More a s  Appropriate) 

Aboriginel C f : ~ d ~ ~ ~ t i ~ .  . . .., .a Poli'!c?? -... -:. . . ..='?rben P k m n i n ~ - . ~  

Prehistoric Eogin..ring R.ii9ion/Phi- . a 0th.r ( ~ p . ~ i f ~ )  

Historic Industry losophy , 
0 A g r i ~ l t u r .  0 inr.ntion 0 Scienc. 

Archit.ctur. O L ~ n d s c o p .  0 Scutp~ur. 

A r t  Archir.el"r. C Social/Hun*n- . . 

0 Cornrn.rce Liieretur. itorirn . . 
Communications Q M i l i t ~ r ~  17 Th+at.r 

Cons-rwtiom Mvsis 0 Trmsperhr t ion 

S T A T E M E N T  O F  S I C N I P I C A M C E  

The Fort  was s t a r t ed  by the c i t i zens  .of Norfolk during t h e  Revolutionary 
War. It was b u i l t  on pr iva te  property, s o t h e  Second Congress appropriated 
funds t o  purchase the  Fort. It was t ransferred '  t o  federa l  ownership on 
21 Nay 1795. .-.,., .7 .-- 

. . 
. - . . 

. . . ~. . . . . 

The Fort  was  manned during the threatened warn with England i n  1807 and 
again during the  War of 1812.. On 22J-1813 the complement of Fort  Norfol 
joined with other  forces  i n  defeating the  Br i t i sh  a t  the  Ba t t l e  of Craney 
Island:. . ,. 

''During the C iv i l  War, s teps  were taken t o  f o r t i f y  Norfolk: . Earthworks 
were erected a t  Hospital Point (Fort Nelson), a ba t te ry  set up a t  Port 
Norfolk, the  works a t  Craney Island repa i redand  a ba t te ry  p l aced~on  
Sewclls Point. It was on the  last-named place tha t  t he  f i r s t  encounter 
with the Federal Navy took place.." - . , . , 

, . , .  

Fort Wool, then known a s  Fort  Calhoun, located on a man-made is land ly ing  
a t  the  entrance t o  Hampton Roads was a s t r a t e g i c  point .  An accounting f o r  
Fort Wool's present foundations, a t  l e a s t  i n  pa r t ,  may be found in "an in- 
e f fec tua l  barge loaded with stone, which General William Booth Tal iaferro,  
organizer of the  Confederate forces  i n  the Norfolk Area, sunk across - the  
channel t o  prevent the  escape of t h e  U. S. S. PAWNEE i n  Apr i l  of 1861," 
D r .  Squires r e l a t e s ,  and continues: 

"The c i t y  was l o s t  t o  the  Confederacy by the capture and control  of the 
surrounding area.  When, therefore,  General John E .  Wool landed a t  
Willoughby and advanced he found the  c i t y  ready t o  surrender. 

Immediately upon General Wool's en t ry  i n t o  Norfolk, the Federal Navy de- 
manded control  of t he  c i t y ,  the Navy Yard, Hospital, and Fort Norfolk. 

I 
I 

General Wool, i n  possession, declined t o  tu rn  h i s  conquest o5er t o  the Navy. 
He did,  a f t e r  the  i n f t i a l  re fusa l ,  surrender the  Navy Yard t o  the naval 
au tho r i t i e s ,  on 24 May 1862, and the Navy a l so  gained possession of the  Hos- 
p i t a l ,  and the temporary hosp i ta l  a t  Fort Norfolk was closed. Major Morrel l ,  
the owner of the l a t t e r  premises, asked $1,000 compensation f o r  the  use of 
h i s  property, and s u i t  was brought 1 October 1862." (This large,  ancient 
b r ick  dwelling stood inside the present gate  of Fort  Norfolk u n t i l  the year 
1942, when i t  was razed t o  make way f o r  new construction of o f f i c e  bpildings 
f o r  the  D i s t r i c t  personnel:) (see continuation sheet #3) 



The N a y  r e t a i n e d  F o r t  Norfolk f o r  many decades, though t h e  Corps of 
Engineers made use  of it at v a r i o u s  t imes.  The Norfolk D i s t r i c t  f i r s t  Occu- 

pied For t  Norfolk i n  1923 and has  used p a r t  o r  a l l  of t h e  f a c i l i t i e s  s i n c e  
t h a t  t i m e .  

( s ee  c o n t i n ~ u t i o n  skee t  #6) 
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(1) Karl  Kuhlmann, Recrea t ion  Resource S p e c i a l i s t  
Korfolk D i s t r i c t ,  U.S. Army Corps of  Engineers 

803 Front  S t r e e t  phone: 804-625-8201 e x t .  262 

Tor fo lk ,  V i r g i n i a  23510 

(Number ell enfrlcr) 

8 ."Nevertheless,  t h e  Army stubbornly he ld  on t o  F o r t   orf folk," a s s e r t s  
I ,  D r .  Squires .  Af ter  a year  of qua r re l ing ,  General B. F. Bu t l e r  removed t h e  

Armv's p r i s o n e r s  and s t o r e s  and t r a n s f e r r e d  F o r t  Norfolk t o  t h e  Uni ted  S t a t e s  

S T h i E  

V i r g i n i a  

'OUY" Norfolk 
( C i t y  of! 
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 MAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES 
F o r r e s t ,  Wi l l i am s. H i s t o r i c a l  and D e s c r i p t i v e  Ske tches  o f  Nor fo lk  and V i c i n i t y .  

P h i l a d e l p h i a :  L i n d s a y  and B l a k i s t o n .  1853. 
H i s t o r i c a l  S k e t c h  o f  F o r t  N o r f o l k  and Nor fo lk  D i s t r i c t .  Compiled by U .  S.  Army 

Engineer  D i s t r i c t ,  Norfolk .  
Wertenbaker - Norfo lk ,  H i s t o r i c  S o u t h e r n  P o r t .  
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VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 
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f see continuation sheet #6) 1 

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 
I 
I 

STATE CODE COUNTY CODE 1 i 
I 

STATE CODE C O U N R  CODE I 

 FORM PREPARED BY (2)  (1)  K a r l  B. Kuhlmann, R e c r e a t i o n  Resource  S p e c i a l i s t  
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ORGANIZATION DATE 
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December 1975 I 
V i r g i n i a  H i s t o r i c  Landmarks Commission i 

STREET& NUMBER TELEPHONE 1 
221 Governor S t r e e t  804-786-3144 i 

C l iY OR TOWN STATE 
I 

Richmond V i r g i n i a  23219 I 
+ I   STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER CERTIFICATION I 

THE EVALUATED SIGNIFICANCE OF THIS PROPERTY WITHIN THE STATE IS 
I 

NATIONAL- S T A T E L  LOCAL- i I 
! 

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Publlc Law 89-665).  1 I 

and certify that it has been evaluated according to the ! 
I 

I 
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7. DZ3CPJFTIO?I ( ~ o n t  'd)  

Sta te :  Virginia 
County: Norfolk CCity of)  
Entry Nxmber Date 

Revision/Update 9/28/76 
Original submission Forn 10-306 NPS 8 June 1973 

OLD FORT NORFOLK, HISTORIC Am C O ~ ~ O ~ Y  BUILDINGS 
(See attached, colored-up map FORT NORFOLK RESEHVATION, August 1940) 

H i s t .  ?To. No. Today Description 

1 - Demolished about September 1942 

Soldier ' s  barracks. Now o f f i ce ;  
2-story 31'3"x30'6"~18' (13' 6" high 
porch included). Brick foundation, 
b r ick  construction, asphal t  shingle 
roof;  wood and concrete f loor .  

1-112-story so ld ie r ' s  barracks. Now 
of f  i c e  building; 2-stqry, 86' 4"~24'9"x 
23'2". Brick foundation, b r ick  construc- 
t i o n ,  asphal t  shingle roof;  wood and 
concrete f loor .  

2-story carpenter's shop. Now cafe te r ia ;  
1-story, 63'8"~22'3"~12'5". Brick foun- 
dation,  brick s t ruc ture ,  aspha l t  shingle 
roof ,  6" concrete f loor ;  has 2n'6"x37'x 
12'5" dining room addi t ion of wood 
construction, wood and aluminun s iding,  
asphal t  shingle roof ,  wood f loor .  Has 
s torage room 55'8"~8'7"x7'6"; concrete 
foundation, b r ick  and wood construction,  
asphalt  shingle roof,  concrete f loor .  

~ u a r d  house. Now telephone exchange; 
1-story, 17'3"x24'5"~9'; b r i ck  foundation, 
b r ick  construction, aspha l t  shingle roof ,  
wood f loor .  

A magazine. Now reproduction, map f i l e s ;  
1-story, 152'9"x55'4"~14' 6". Stone foun- 
dation,  stone construction,  asphalt  
shingle roof,  wood f loor .  

(see continuation s l :~& #5) 
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7. I I G  (Cont Id) 

Kis t ,  Xo. No. Tpday 

7 - 
8 - 
9 - 
- 6 

Description 

Demolished probably p r i o r  t o  1900 

Dungeon ("a black hole") 

Danolisho-d probably p r i o r  t o  1900 

Storage building atop h i s t o r i c  c i s t e rn ;  
16'2'klO'x7'. Concrete foundation, 
b r ick  construction, s l a t e  roof ,  wood 
f loor .  

Office;  2-story, 100'~30'x16'6". 
Concrete foundation, wood frame 
construction, aluminum s id ing ,  
rubberoid shingle  roof ,  wood f loor .  

Office; same as  Building 7. 

Office; 2-story, 168'x29' 6"x16'6" 
with furnace room 9' 8"~13'4"x8' 2"; 
concrete foundation, wood frame con- 
s t ruc t ion ,  aluminum s id ing ,  rubberoid 
shingle  roof, wood f loo r .  

Office; 2-story, 108'x44'~17'8"; 
concrete foundation, wood frame con- 
s t ruc t ion ,  aluminum siding,  rubberoid 
shingle  roof,  wood f loor .  

Office; 2-story, 103'x29'6"~17'8"; 
concrete foundation, wood frame con- 
s t ruc t ion ,  aluminum siding,  rubberoid 
shingle  roof,  wood f loor .  

Garage (10-car with s m a l l  l a b  and shop) ; 
162'x20'x1018"; concrete foundation, 
s t e e l  consrrruction, b r i ck  s t ruc tu re ,  
corregated asbestos roof ,  6" concrete 
f loor .  

Guard house; I-story,  24'6"x12'3" x8'; 
concrete foundation, wood frame construc- 
t ion ,  wood s iding,  rubberoid shingle  
roof,  wood and t i l e  f l oo r .  

These bui ldings have e i t h e r  been removed 
o r  a r e  inconsequential t o  t h e  h i s t o r i c  
aspects  of the  nomination. 



the o r ig ina l  s u h i s s i o n ,  block 8 Significance, check of areas ,  
de le te  "E&ucationt'. 
10. :ZCC.i%k?!iICAL DATA (Cor,t ' d l  
DISTRICT BOUNDARIES 

The inclosed blue-line nap shows the a rea  of the  Fo r t  Norfolk 
Reservation. Within the reservation,  t he  a rea  outl ined i n  black i s  
the h i s t o r i c  submission. The black l i n e  is the  old briclc wall. It 
was constructed i n  1809. 

Norfolk D i s t r i c t ,  'Corps of Engineers 
Norfolk, Virginia  23510 
5 October 1976 






