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FC~IPTION , 
! (Chock One) 1 

Freemason S t r e e t  B a p t i s t  Church i s  a one s t o r y  b r i c k  block covered wi th  
s tucco  and capped by a  gable  roof and s p i r e .  The main en t r ance  on t h e  gable  
end i s  a t  the  base  of the  p r o j e c t i n g  b e l f r y  and tower which inco rpora t e s  
many of the d e t a i l s  seen on the  r e s t  of t h e  s t r u c t u r e .  The square  tower 
which r i s e s  i n  two s t a g e s  t o  the b e l f r y  wi th  i t s  narrow openings is topped 
by an e i g h t  s ided  s p i r e  whose base is f lanked by e i g h t  small s p i r e s .  These 
s p i r e s  and those  t h a t  top t h e  b u t t r a c e s  a long t h e  s i d e  w a l l s  have sma l l  
pediments a t  t h e i r  bases and a r e  surmounted wi th  c rocke t s  and f i n i a l s .  
Along t h e  eaves l i n e  between the  b u t t r a c e s ,  and fol lowing t h e  rake  of t h e  
gable  end a s  w e l l ,  a r e  embattlements wi th  narrow embrasures. The windows 
between the  b u t t r a c e s  have l a n c e t  a rches  wi th  hood moulds; the  narrow window 
framing c o n s i s t s  of a  h o r i z o n t a l  and v e r t i c a l  mull ion c r e a t i n g  fou r  t a l l  
l i g h t s ,  the  upper two ending i n  a  t r e f o i l  a r c h ;  t h e  remaining space  a t  t h e  
top i s  taken by a  q u a t r e f o i l  l i g h t .  The i n t e r i o r  s e a t i n g  c o n s i s t s  of  low 
pews whose ends a long t h e  c e n t e r  a i s l e s  and t h e  two s i d e  a i s l e s  a r e  capped b 
a  s c r o l l  top. The room f e a t u r e s  a  U-shaped g a l l e r y  which r e s t s  on s l e n d e r  
i r o n  columns except  a t  e i t h e r  s i d e  of t h e  p u l p i t  where suppor t ing  w a l l s  
enc lose  small  rooms. The g a l l e r y  r a i l i n g  is paneled and c a r r i e s  o u t  t h e  win 
des ign  i n  the  £ o n  of  t r e f o i l  a r c h  panels .  This  p a t t e r n  is repea ted  
elsewhere i n  t h e  door matif and t h e  church f u r n i t u r e  sur rounding  t h e  p u l p i t  
The f l a t  c e i l i n g  has  c r o s s  r i b w i t h  suppor t ing  c a n t i l e v e r  b r a c k e t s  a long 
t h e  w a l l s  between the  windows. 
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5 .  SIGNIFICANCE 
( PEnIOD (Chock One orMore  as A p p r ~ p r l a l e J  

The church was des igned  by t h e  noted a r c h i t e c t ,  Thomas U. Wa l t e r ,  i n  
"Perpendicular  Gothic" and i t s  hand l ing  of t h a t  s ty le  is r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  
of t h e  Ear ly  V i c t o r i a n  per iod  whose v a r i o u s  s t y l e s  and r e v i v a l s  
depended c h i e f l y  on  a p p l i e d  d e c o r a t i o n  r a t h e r  than  on s t r u c t u r a l  form. 
Thc o r i g i n a l  des ign  and deco ra t ion  were adhered t o  du r ing  t h e  renovat ions  
of 1941 and 1970. h e  Rev. Sparks D. Melton, p a s t o r  from 1908 t o  1952, 
i s  memorialized i n  t h e  educa t ion  wing added t o  t h e  church i n  1958. The 
Melton H a l l  wing is one of  two m a t e r i a l  a l t e r a t i o n s  t o  t h e  o r i g i n a l  
s t r u c t u r e .  
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The o r i g i n a l  s t e e p l e  was blown down dur ing  a s e v e r e  s torm i n  t h e  sunnner 
o f  1879. The replacement  was l e s s  lo f ty . .  The church measures 65 '  by 
105' and was t h e  t a l l e s t  b u i l d i n g  i n  Norfolk from 1850-1879. O r i g i n a l  
fu rn i sh ings  included t h e  organ by George J a r d i n e  o f  New York. 
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S T A T E M E N T  O F  S I G N I E I C I N C E  

The a u t h o r  of  H i s t o r i c a l  D e s c r i p t i v e  Sketches of Norfolk desc r ibed  
t h e  Freemason S t r e e t  B a p t i s t  Church a s  be ing  "one of t h e  handsomest, 
(and) unques t ionably  the  most.  ,ornamental b u i l d i n g  i n  t h e  c i t y .  " The 
congrega t ion ,  former ly  members of  t h e  Cumberland S t r e e t  (or  F i r s t )  
B a p t i s t  Church, ded ica t ed  t h e  new church on May 30, 1850. They c a l l e d  
t h e  accomplished a u t h o r  and preacher ,  T i b e r i u s  Gracchus Jones ,  t o  be 
t h e i r  f i r s t  p a s t o r .  

Freemason S t r e e t  B a p t i s t  owes i t s  importance as much t o  i t s  s u r v i v a l  on 1 
t he  f a s t - chana inn  p l a i n  of  t h i s  p o r t  c i t y  as t o  i t s  be ing  a most 1 
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