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La Unolrercd Origina l  Sl to  

D E S C R I B E  THE P R E S E N T  L N D  O R I G I N A L  ( i l known)  P H Y S I C A L  A P P E A R A N C E  

Located on t h e  co rne r  of Freemason and Duke S t r e e t s ,  t h e  Whi t t l e  House 
is the  f o c a l  p o i n t  f o r  t h e  only e a r l y  neighborhood remaining i n  t h e  c i t y  
of  Norfolk. A r c h i t e c t u r a l l y ,  t h e  two-story dwell ing i s  a  ve ry  formal: 
dressed  s t o n e  l i n t e l s  and keystones over  a l l  t h e  p r i n c i p a l  windows, a  
s tone  b e l t  course ,  a pedimented gable  roof ,  and a  small  pedirnented roof 
supported on Doric  coli~mns over  the porch. The s t e p s  leading  up t o  the  
porch a r e  a l s o  dressed  s tone ,  and f l a r e  o u t  towards the  bottom. A11  of 
the  t r im  on t h e  e x t e r i o r ,  e s p e c i a l l y  the co rn ices  on t h e  porch and around 
t h e  roof ,  i s  v e r y  i n t r i c a t e  and of the h ighes t  q u a l i t y .  The bricinvork 
on the  p r i n c i p a l  s i d e s  i s  f i n e l y  l a i d ,  even-color  Flemish bond wi th  t h i n  
mor tar  j o i n t s .  The house su rv ives  a1m;i.t c o i ~ ~ l . e t e i ~  una l t e red  on the". 
e x t e r i o r ,  bu t  has  had a  two-level I t s l i a n a t c  porch added t o  the  casc  o r  
garden s i d e .  Also, a  b r i c k  and frame wing t o  con ta in  a  k i t chen  and 
s e r v i c e  a r e a  has  been placed on t h e  rehr; , .  

I n  p lan ,  the  o r i g i n a l  p o r t i o n  of t h e  house is approximately f o r t y  f e e t  
squa re  wi th  t h r e e  bays on each s ide .  I n  t h e  manner of s o p h i s t i c a t e d  
town houses of  t h e  e r a ,  the  p r i n c i p a l  drawing room was loca ted  on the  
second f l o o r ,  wh i l e  t h e  d in ing  room and l i b r a r y  were loca ted  on t h e  f i r s t .  
The p l an  has  been somewhat a l t e r e d  by the  removal of a  f i r s t  f l a o r  
p a r t i t i o n  s e p a r a t i n g  t h e  l i b r a r y  from a  r e a r  s e r v i c e  h a l l ,  and the  
p l ac ing  of a  p a r t i t i o n  i n  the  o r i g i n a l  drawing room on t h e  second f l o o r .  
Despi te  these  changes much of t h e  o r i g i n a l  i n t e r i o r  t r i m  su rv ives .  That 
i n  t h e  drawing room is e s p e c i a l l y  no tab le ,  being very  e l a b o r a t e l y  t r e a t e d  

ir! t h e  bda? ;style. .  . .. . . . % . : : :~  ~: , ..,:.,: ? ,>. , . .. . , .  m . . , , . . ,... 



P E n i D c  (Check One arhlore a:: Approprinrel 

z Pre.Culumbian;  El 16th Centrry l a t h  Cenrury Kt .20th Century 

15th  Century 17th Century rj 19th Century I 
& R E * ~  O F  S I G N I F I C A N C E  (Check Ono or Moreas  Appmprlnle) 

I 
Son of William Byrd Page, and Anne Lee Page, s i s t e r  of "Light ~ u r s e "  Eiarry 
Lee, Richard Lucien Page was born a t  F a i r f i e l d  i n  Clarke Coonty. in 1821, 1 
he entered  t h e  U.S. Navy a s  a midshipman, and was wi th  Cormnolore Per ry  I. I 
when Japan was opened t o  t r ade .  He served i n  the  Mexican !Tar, and a t  Virgin18 s 
secess ion  from t h e  Union, he resigned h i s  pos t  a s  a member of t h e  F.etiricg 
Board a t  Gosport Navy Yard and was apponted a i & d e  camp t.o.Governor Letclier. 
Page organized the  S t a t e  Navy and superintended t h e  e r e c t i o n  of the  f o r t i f i  

i 
c a t i o n s  a t  t h e  mouth of  the  Nansemond River. tIe was the  head of tlie 
ordinance depot  i n  Norfolk u n t i l  t h e  Confederates abandoued the  c i t y .  I n  

f i n a l l y  forced t o  su r rende r  and was imprisoned u n t i l  1865. Following h i s  
r e l e a s e ,  he returned t o  Norfolk where .he spen t  the remainder of  h i s  l i f e .  

1 
1864, he was put  i n  command of t h e  o u t e r  defenses  of Mobile Say. He was 1 
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; T A T  EMENT O F  5 1 C N I F I C I I N C E  

. , . 
a S c o t c l ~  Tory merchant whose lands  were conf i sca t ed  by t h e  Com,~oiiweillth, 

i 
The land on which t h e  Whi t t l e  ~o!:se s t ands  was f i r s t  owned by Thomas Kci<ni.ghit, 

! 
I n  1786, the  land was deeded t o  George Purdie ,  a merchant fsom Nansenond I 
County. I t  is thought t h a t  Purdj.e b u i l t  t h e  house about  1791, but  i t  i s  
not  known i f  he ever  l i v e d  there ;  I n  1802, when the  Louse %as f i r s t  put  1 

Shor t ly  a f t e r  the  C iv i l  War, page 's  daughter ,  E l izabeth ,  married Captain 1 
William Conway Whi t t l e ,  who served a s  a n  execut ive  o f f i c e r  on t h e  con fed^ 
r a i d e r ,  Shenandoah. Thei r  descendants occupied the  house u n t i l  i t  was ""1" 
r e c e n t l y  acqui red  by t h e  Norfolk H i s t o r i c  Foundation. 

i 
I 
I 

up f o r  s a l e ,  t h e  advert isement  a p p e a r i n g i n  the  Norfolk He,rrild s t a t e d  t h a t  
it was the  res idence  of John Cowper. The house was purchased by Richard 
Taylor on December 15, 1802. Upon Taylor ' s  dea th ,  the  house was i n h e r i t e d  
by h i s  daughter ,  Sarah Alexine Taylor Page, whose husband, Captain iiicherd 
Lucien Page, was probably t h e  b e s t  known person t o  l i v e  the re .  

A r c h i t e c t u r a l l y ,  the  Whi t t l e  House ranks among the  f i n e s t  l a t e - e i g h t e r t ~ t h  
century  Federal  s t y l e  town houses i n  Vi rg in i a .  I t  is a l s o  orie of the  
few survivi.ng examples of i t s  type l e f t  in. t h e  Tidewater s e c t i o n  of V i rg in i  
The c,u$lity of  both t h e  des ign  and workmanship g ives  evidence tc! the 
prosper-i.ty and high c u l t t ~ r a l  s t anda rds  of Norfolk 's  Post-Revcl.utior~ary era .  4 I 
The house 's  c l o s e  s imi l . a r i t y  to  t h e  well-known Moses Myers House on t h e  sane 
s t r e e t ,  would i n d i c a t e  t h a t  t h e  au thor sh ip  of  the  two houses is the sane ,  1 
however, n e i t h e r  a rch i t ec :  nor b u i l d e r  i n  e i t h e r  case  is kntiiwn. 

' 



i n i a n - P i l o t  (June 26, 1940), 21. -- 
, George Holber t ,  "Old Norfolk Lives Yet Within Whi t t l e  Mouse,?' 

V i r g i n i a n - P i l o t  (Feh. 5, 1.950), P a r t  4 ,  Page &. 
Tucker, George Holbert ,  "Old Virg in ia  Houses: Page House,"l& Tidewater 

T r a i l ,  Vol. 3 ,  No. 12 (Aug. 1, 1930), 9. -- 
Newspaper f i l e s  i n  Sergeant  Memorial Room, Kirn Memorial Library ,  Norfolk, 

.;:!. : * ,  ; 
I 

-~ --" 

L A T I T U D E  A N D  L O N G I T U D E  C O O R D I N A T E S  

DEFINING L R E C T A N G L E  L O C A T I I 4 G  T H E  P R C D E R T "  
3 E F I N I N G  THE CENTER P O S Y ,  O F  A P R O P E R T Y  

--- 

-- 

, 1 . 

n1 

-- 
Z 

V, 

,---i 

N A M E  A N D  T I T L E :  

Landmarks Commission S t a f f ,  James W. Moody, Jr. ,  Di rec to r  
D A T E  

. Virg in ia  H i s t o r i c  Landmarks Commission .: ; 3 . .: . . .  : . . b c t o b e r  . 30, /K7? - 1 -( 
-- 

0 

Room 1116, Ninth S t r e e t  Of f i ce  Bui ld in  . . . . . . :  , . .- 
C I T Y  OR TOWN:  S T A T E  V, 

Richmond Vi rg in ia  
[tz. STATE LIAISONOFFICER CERTIFICA-IION NATIONAL REGISTER VERIFICATJOO 

As the designated State 1,iaison Officer for the Na- 

tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 

83-665). 1 hereby nominate th is  property for inclusion 

in  the  National Register and cerlify that it h a s  been 

evaluated accardine to  the criteria and procc&res s e t  

forth by.the National Park Scrvicd. The Lcd;nmended 
level  of significance of this nomination is :  

National 0 State Local 

' r 
I  hereby certify that this property is included in the 

National Register.  

- -- 
Chief,  Office of Archeology and I i i s tar ic  Preservatior 

Name - ATTEST: 
I I . .  1 3 . : .  . ! ' , ;  

D r .  Edward P. Alexander, Chairman 
Title V i rg in i a  H i s t o r i c  

-- 
Keeper of Tne National Register 
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