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Si tua ted  i n  t h c  h e a r f  of an ever-renewing downtown Norfolk,  S t .  P a u l ' s  
Church.s tands a s  a  phys ica l  reminder of  thg h i s t o r i c  r o o t s  of  t h i s  
modern-appearing c i t y .  She l t e red  beneath t h e  l a r g e  t r e e s  of ' i ts . 
p ic tu resque  churchyard,  t h e  o ld  b r i c k  walls form a c l a s s i c  example of . 
Virg in ia  c o l o n i a l  e c c l e s i a s t i c a l  a r c h i t e c t u r e .  S imi l a r  i n  o u t l i n e  t o  
such no tab le  churches a s  Bruton P a r i s h ,  S t .  John ' s  Hampton, and Mattaponi,  
King and Queen County, S t .  P a u l ' s  i s  b u i l t  i n  t h e  form of  a  L a t i n  c r o s s  
wi th  unpedimented gable  ends. The w a l l s ,  l a i d  Flemish bond w i t h  glazed 
hcaders  above a  beveled wa te r  t a b l e  and Engl i sh  bond below, a r e  t h e  only  
rcmaining por t ions  of t h e  o r i g i n a l  b u i l d i n g ;  a l l  e l s e  was des t royed when 
t h e  church burned i n  1776. I n  themselves t h e  w a l l s  a r e  f i n e  examples o f  
c o l o n i a l  c raf t smanship ,  having rubbed b r i c k  d r e s s i n g s  around a l l  of  
the  t a l l  s e m i - c i r c u l a r  arched windows, around the  l a r g e  c i r c u l a r  windows 
i n  t h e  t r a n s e p t s ,  and a t  a l l  the  co rne r s  of t h e  bu i ld ing .  (The c i r c u l a r  
i n  the  west  w a l l  i s  a  l a t e r  i n s e r t i o ~ ? . ) ,  A most d i s t i n c t i v e  f e a t u r e  is 
t h e  p r o j e c t i o n  b r i c k s  i n  t h e  sou th  t r a n s e p t  t h a t  form t h e  l a r g e  i n s c r i p t i o n  
"1739 S B". These p r o j e c t i n g  b r i c k s  a r e  glazed b u t  have been pa in ted  over.  
The w a l l s  have been r epa i r ed  and repoin ted  i n  v a r i o u s  p l aces ,  bu t  on t h e  
they  a r e  i n  r e l a t i v e l y  good cond i t ion .  The church ' s  t h r e e  doorways 
o r i g i n a l l y  had b r i c k  pediments, b u t  those  in  t h e  t r a n s e p t s  a r e  now covered 
ove r  by handsome frame v e s t i b u l e s ,  wh i l e  t h e  west  doorway has  been 
incorpora ted  i n  a r e c e n t l y  added b r i c k  v e s t i b u l e .  Other  l a t e r  a d d i t i o n s  
inc lude  a  sma l l  b r i c k  v e s t r y  i n  t h e  n o r t h e a s t  co rne r  and a t h r e e - s t o r y  
b r i c k  b e l l  tower connected t o  t h e  wes t  f r o n t  by t h e  b r i c k  v e s t i b u l e  
p rev ious ly  mentioned. B u i l t  i n  1901, t h e  tower has  brickwork and window 
d e t a i l  copied from t h e  church. The church ' s  handsome and d i g n i f i e d  . 
Georgian-s ty le  . i n t e r i o r  w i t h .  i ts  h igh  pews d a t e s  from 1913; and though 
obviously a  product  of i t s  t ime,  i t  is a ve ry  c r e d i t a b l e  des ign .  ~. 

~ .. .. . . . . . , .  , . . .  
I n  t h e  churchyard t h e r e  a r e  numerous e igh teen th  and n i n e t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  
graves tones  and a few seventeenth  -century  ones,many of which show t h e  . 
damaging e f f e c t s  o f   orf folk's atmosphere. Also loca ted  i n  t h e  yard  i s  a  
two-and-half s t o r y  Georgian-s ty le  p a r i s h  ho&e c o n t a i n i n g  a n  i n t e r e s t i n g  
sma l l  museum. Much of  t h e  b r i c k  w a l l  surrounding t h e  yard  d a t e s  from 
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I 
Vcncrable st'. paul i s '  church ,  tLi' t h i r d  church of E l i zabe th  River Pa r i sh ,  . 
was cons t ruc ted  i n  1739 wi th  m a t e r i a l s  be l ieved  t o  have been t h e  g i f t  
of Samuel Boush, the  f i r s t  mayor of  t h e  Borough of Norfolk. The 
p r o j e c t i n g  b r i c k s  i n  t h e  south  gable  ' t h a t  form t h e  i n s c r i p t i o n  "1739 S B" 
a r c  thought t o  suppor t  t h i s .  It is s a i d  t h a t  t h e  p resen t  church i s  b u i l t  
on t h e  s i t e  of  t h e  1641 chapel  of e a s e  of t h e  o ld  Lower Norfolk Pa r i sh ;  
and indeed, the churchyard has  served  as a b u r i a l  p l a c e  from t h a t  time. 
The church was o r i g i n a l l y  r e f e r r e d  t o  a s  The Borough Church because Norfolk 
had been c rea t ed  a borough by Royal Char ter  i n  1736. I n  1776, when Lord 
Dunmore's f l e e t  bombarded t h e  town, t h e  church was s t r u c k  by a cannonball  
which n e a r l y  seven ty - f ive  yea r s  l a t e r  was dug up n e a r  t h e  base  of the  
bu i ld ing  and r e s t o r e d  t o  i ts  former po in t  of c o n t a c t ,  where it  has  become 
a n  i tem of  i n t e r e s t  t o  v i s i t o r s .  Shor t ly  a f t e r  t h e  B r i t i s h  bombardment, 
American f o r c e s  gu t t ed  t h e  church a long w i t h  t h e  r e s t  of t h e  town. The 
church s tood i n  r u i n  u n t i l  1786, when i t w a s  . r e s to red  wi th  funds obta ined  
by a l o t t e r y  au thor ized  by a n ' i 6 t  ' b f  ' t h e  '~erie?al'b%s.eliibl~'! 'The c h u = c h  
served i t s  congregat ion  aga in  u n t i l  1803, when i n t e r n a l  s t r i f e  caused t h e  
congregat ion  t o  abandon t h e  b u i l d i n g  t o  t h e  B a p t i s t s .  I n  1827, i t  was 
reoccupied by Episcopal ians  from C h r i s t  Church, and i n  1832, the  church 

, . .& .  . . 
rece ived  i t s  own new congregat ion- .as  w6il as i t s  present'tiarhe.' 'During 
t h e  C i v i l  War S t .  P a u l ' s  was used a s  a chapel  by Federa l  fo rces .  I n  1913, ., . .. . , . , 

' the church was thoroughly renovated and given i t s  p r e s e n t  d i g n i f i e d '  ' '  
Georgian s t y l e  i n t e r i o r .  

I' 

Although much changed by w a r ,  n e g l e c t ,  and l a t e r  a d d i t i o n s ,  S t .  P a u l ' s  
su rv ives  a s  t h e  o l d e s t  b u i l d i n g  in  t h e  c i t y  of Norfolk,  and t h e  only  
Vi rg in i a  c o l o n i a l  church i n s c r i b e d  w i t h  p r o j e c t i n g  b r i c k s .  Tne church ' s  
o r i g i n a l  v e s t r y  book of 1748-61 is preserved,  a s  a r e  f i v e  p i eces  of i t s  
c o l o n i a l  s i l v e r ,  now on loan  t o  t h e  Norfolk Museum of A r t s  and Sciences. 
S e t  i n  i t s  b e a u t i f u l  o l d  churchyard,  S t .  P a u l ' s  s t a n d s  i n  r e l a t i o n  t o  i t s  
ve ry  changed envi rons  much a s  descr ibed  i n  1853 by William F o r r e s t :  

Like the  s t u r d y  o l d  oak of  t h e  mountain, t h a t  d e f i e s  t h e  f u r y  of 
the  l e v e l l i n g  tornado,  and which has  escaped t h e  heavy s t r o k e s  of  t h e  
woodman's axe ,  as w e l l  as t h e  s c a t h i n g  thunderbo l t s  of t h e  God 
of  Nature,  o r  l i k e  t h e  aged p i lg r im,  who has  long survived a l l  t h e  
r c s t  of h i s  gcnc ra t ion ,  and who l i n g c r s ,  a lmost  a s , a  s t r a n g c r ,  amid 
thc  changcs and d c s o l n t i o n  around him, t h i s  a n c i e n t  tcinplc s t ands  
among tllc s i l c n t  dcnd, - thu mouldcring r c ~ ~ w i n s  of tllosc who 
formcrly asscmblcd t o  worship w i t h i n  i t s  consccra tcd  w a l l s  and 
-kc t h e i r  vows a t  i t s  a l t a r ;  and i t  o i n t s  gloomily though s i g n i -  

C 1 a n t l y . , - t u h r _ m c n a n d  t l , ~  r m l ; s & ~ c 3 * - ~ 1 1 & ~ 1 1 ~ g o 1 1 0 - b ~ ~  
- - 

~ c n l o o  (craccr o n ~  or more ~a noproprIu~cJ 
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