


7. Description 

Condition Check one Check one 
-excellent -deteriorated - unaltered +original site 
2C good - ruins x altered -moved date 
-fair - unexposed 

Describe the present and original (if known) physical annearance . . - 
The o ld  City Hall building i s  located a t  235 East Plume St ree t  i n  the hear t  of Norfolk's 

commercial area. It was constructed i n  1900 a f t e r  the  plans of Wyatt and Nolting of Balt i-  
more as  the  U. S. Courthouse and Post Office. A copy of the or ig ina l  archi tectural  drawings 
survives and is i n  the possession of the  owner. Architecturally it r e f l e c t s  a period i n  
which the federal  government spared l i t t l e  expense i n  the construction of public buildings 
both i n  Washington and throughout the  United States.  The Palladian-inspired s t ruc ture  has 
rust icated stone facing on the f i r s t  s to ry  and Flemish-bond yellow brick with stone quoining 
on the second and th i rd  s to r i e s .  A f u l l  entablature with a parapet wall of yellow brick 
crowns the edifice.  

The facade i s  broken by a cen t ra l  pedimented engaged portico t h a t  contains the main 
entrance on the s t r e e t  level .  The entry consis ts  of a rus t ica ted  semicircular-arched 
opening with a fo l ia ted  keystone and flanking carved stone cartouches. A shallow stone 
balcony supwrted by carved Corinthian-style paired consoles i s  d i r ec t ly  above the entrance 
The entry contains a transom-light double doorway with wood-frame glass  doors topped by a 
semicircular transom. A g lass  pane has the painted words "City Hall:' The doorway is 
approached by stone s teps  flanked by stone p l in ths  with bronze lamp standards and rounded, 
translucent glass  globes. On the second and th i rd  s t o r i e s  the pavil ion has four engaged 
Roman Ionic columns t h a t  support a f u l l  pediment. A stone shield  carved with s t a r s  and 
s t r i pes  and s e t  i n  fo l ia ted  ornament embellishes the  tympanum. Side entrances a r e  a lso 
found i n  semicircular rus t ica ted  arche3 openings; the  entrance on the ea s t  elevation is 
flanked by bronze lamp standards on stone pl inths .  

The building i s  distinguished by a var ie ty  of fenestra t ion treatments. The facade, 
l i k e  a l l  the  elevations,  has rust icated semicircular-arched windows on the f i r s t  story.  
The second-story openings a r e  rectangular. The openings within the pavil ion have pedimented 
stone heads supported by consoles and containing cartouches i n  the tympanum. The flanking 
windows a l so  have cornice window heads supported by consoles, a treatment repeated on the 
r e s t  of the  second-story openings. The third-story openings a r e  square and a re  framed by 
crossetted architraves.  A l l  openings have French-style casement windows. A stone entab- 
la ture  with a modillion and d e n t i l  cornice runs the perimeter of the  roof l i ne .  

The Old Norfolk City Hal l ' s  i n t e r io r  survives i n  an excellent s t a t e  of preservation. 
The or ig ina l  plans, drawn i n  1898, cal led for  the  post o f f i ce  and re la ted  services on the 
f i r s t  f loor .  The second f loo r  housed the U. S. courtroom and its re la ted  off ices;  the  
t h i rd  f loor  contained the courtroom gallery,  marshal off ices ,  and a dormitory for  the r a i l -  
way r ~ i l  services. While the use of the spaces has changed throughout the years, the ex- 
ceptional de ta i l ing  i n  the  public areas remains. 

After the  c i t y  obtained the building ca.1935, the post  o f f i c e  space on the f i r s t  f loor 
was converted in to  the c i t y  t reasurer ' s  off ices .  Minimal a l te ra t ions  were necessary, and 
much or ig ina l  fabr ic  survives. The area i s  distinguished by- wood paneling t h a t  f lanks g l a s s  
and metal-grilled openings or ig ina l ly  used by the post  o f f i c e  f p r  customer services. The' 
surrounding walls i n  the h a l l  have marble-veneer facing,  and. the ffoora are-paved'with 

stone. h n y  of the  o f f i c e s r e t a i n  t h e i r  o r ig ina l  paneied-c'oors:. The h a l l  ce i l ing  is veulted. 

The second floor is distinguished by an open court. The conrt  is framed by an arcade 

t h a t  has marbie columns with Ionic cap i t a l s  topped by an elaborately ornamented plas ter-  
work cornice. A balustrade with c lass ica l ly  turned balusters  runs between the  columns, L i k e  
the f i r s t  f loor ,  the second-floor h a l l  has a vaulted ce i l ing ,  marble facing, and Stone 
paving. The court space and o f f i c e  space on the second f loo r  have undergone considerable 
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8. Significance 

Period 
- prehistoric 
- 1400-1 499 
- 1500-1599 
- 1600-1699 
- 1700-1 799 
- 1800-1 899 

1900- 

Areas of Significance--Check and justify below 
- archeology-prehistoric -community planning - landscape architecture- religion 
- archeology-historic - conservation - law - science 
- agriculture -economics - literature -sculpture 
1L architecture -education - military - soclall 
- art - engineering - IIIUSIG humanitarian 
-commerce - explorationlsettlement - philosophy -theater 
- ~ommunlcatlons - Industry 2 poiitits/government - transportation 

- invention - other (specify) 

Specific dates 1900 BuilderiArchitect Wyatt and Nolting 

Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

Norfolk 's  Old Ci ty  Hall,  formerly t h e  U.S. Post  Office and Federal  Courts Building, 
s tands  a s  a n  important and r a r e  example of t h e  Neo-Palladian Revival. The s t y l e ,  while 
popular i n  Europe, e spec ia l ly  Br i t a in ,  a t  t h e  end of the  19th century,  was overshadowed 
i n  t h e  United S t a t e s  by the  Greek- and Roman-influenced Neoclassical Revival. Character- 
i zed  by t h e  same sense of monumentality as t h e  Neoclassical  s t y l e ,  Neo-Palladianism draws 
upon t h e  a r c h i t e c t u r e  of  Pal ladio  and h i s  fol lowers f o r  i ts  composition and de ta i l ing .  
The Norfolk bu i ld ing ' s  r u s t i c a t e d  stonework, engaged entrance pavi l ion ,  and i n t e r i o r  a r -  
cades suggest  t h e  inf luences  of  t h e  Pal ladian  school.  I l l u s t r a t i v e  of t h e  high a r c h i t e c -  
t n r a l q u a l i t y  of bui ld ings  commissioned by the  f e d e r a l  government i n  t h i s  per iod ,  t h e  edi- 
f i c e  was designed i n  1898 a s  the  U.S. Post  Office and Courts Building by the  Baltimore 
f i rm of  Wyatt and Nolting. The f i r m  was responsib le  f o r  a number of a r c h i t e c t u r a l  land- 
marks i n  Baltimore a s  w e l l  a s  i n  t h e  Washington, D.C.,area. T i t l e  t o  t h e  bui ld ing was 
t r ans fe r red  from t h e  U.S. government t o  t h e  c i t y  of Norfolk i n  1937, when it w a s  converted 
i n t o  a c i t y  h a l l .  No longer used, t h e  c i t y  p lans  t o  s e l l  t h e  bui ld ing t o  a p r i v a t e  con- 
cern  t h a t  w i l l  sympathetical ly r e h a b i l i t a t e  it f o r  commercial use. 

HISTORICAL BACKGROUND 

During t h e  period o f  its emergence a s  an  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  p o r t ,  from 1880 t o  World War 
I, Norfolk witnessed a s u b s t a n t i a l  growth i n  both i ts  populat ion and development. Between 
1880 and 1900, t h e  c i t y ' s  populat ion increased 112%, r e s u l t i n g  i n  a v a s t  bui ld ing boom 
i n  t h e  c i t y  cen te r  a s  w e l l  a s  i n  t h e  surrounding county. A s  a d i r e c t  consequence of t h i s  
a c t i v i t y ,  t h e  U.S. government commissioned t h e  Baltimore f i rm of Wyatt and Nolting to 
design a new bui ld ing f o r  t h e  c i t y ' s  pos t  o f f i c e  and f e d e r a l  cour ts .  The f i rm's  two prin-  
c i p a l s ,  James B.N. Wyatt and William G. Nolting, brought t o  t h e  p r o j e c t  d iverse  a r c h i t e c -  
turalbackgrounds. 

W i l l i a m  G. Nolting was born i n  Baltimore and educated i n  Richmond, where he appren- 
t i c e d  under Alber t  Lybrock. Later ,  he moved t o  Washington, D. C. ,  and continued h i s  t r a i n -  
ing under W i l l i a m  Poindexter,  a Richmond nat ive .  He re turned t o  Baltimore i n  1887 and 
formed a pa r tne r sh ip  wi th  James B. Wyatt, which l a s t e d  u n t i l  1925. James B. Wyatt was a 
n a t i v e  of  B a l t i m r e  and was graduated from Harvard Universi ty i n  1870. He s tudied  archi-  
t e c t u r e  both a t  M.I.T. and t h e  Ecole Des Beaux Arts i n  Pa r i s .  Upon re turning t o  Baltimore, 
he entered i n t o  p r a c t i c e  w i t h  Joseph Sperry and l a t e r  wi thWil l iam G,Nolting. 

Among t h e  outstanding f i rms i n  t h e  c i t y  of Baltimore i n  t h i s  period,  Wyatt and Nolting 
were responsible f o r  such important Baltimore landmarks a s  t h e  Keyser Building, the  Ba l t i -  
more Courthouse, t h e  F i f t h  Regiment m r y ,  t h e  G a r r e t t  Of f i ce  Building, and t h e  Federal  
Land Bank Building. They a l s o  designed a number of prominent residences,  h o s p i t a l s ,  and 
schools i n  t h e  Maryland-Washington, D.C.,area. The Norfolk Ci ty  Hall  bui ld ing shows t h e  
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12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification 
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is: 

X - natlonal -. state - local 

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89- 
665), 1 hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated 

forth by the Heritage Conservation and Recreation Service. 

Tucker H i l l ,  Executive Direc tor  
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7.  DESCRIPTION 

a l t e r a t i o n ;  however, cu r ren t  p lans  c a l l  f o r  t h e  r e s t o r a t i o n  of  t h e  mezzanine area  around 
t h e  cour t .  The o f f i c e s  on t h e  t h i r d  f l o o r  a r e  arranged around t h e  cour t  opening. The 
f l o o r  has a b l i n d  arcade t h a t  runs the  perimeter  of  t h e  mezzanine a rea .  The arcade has 
c rosse t t ed  a rch i t r aves  t h a t  frame t h e  o f f i c e  openings a l t e r n a t i n g  with marble t a b l e t s .  
Round medallions a r e  found above t h e  a rch i t r aves .  The coffered  c e i l i n g  has  ornamental 
plasterwork t h a t  inc ludes  a Greek f r e t  and egg-and-dart ornamentation. The s k y l i g h t  i s  
embellished by a p l a s t e r  cornice  f ea tu r ing  a geometric motif and a c l a s s i c a l l y  insp i red  
anthemion motif .  Upon t h e  c i t y ' s  a c q u i s i t i o n  of  t h e  bui ld ing,  t h e  t h i r d  f l o o r  was a l t e r e d  
t o  accommodate municipal o f f i c e s .  

The general  p lan  of  t h e  bui ld ing i s  an i r r e g u l a r  rec tangle ,  so shaped t o  conform t o  
t h e  i r r e g u l a r  s t r e e t  p lan  and r e s u l t i n g  corner l o t  s i z e .  The bui ld ing occupies i t s  e n t i r e  
l o t ,  being b u i l t  o u t  t o  t h e  s t r e e t .  I t  is a d i s t i n c t l y  urban s t r u c t u r e ,  maintaining i t s e l f  
a s  a v i s u a l l y  dominant element i n  a t i g h t  comnercial a rea .  

BOUNDARY JUSTIFICATION 

The Old Norfolk Ci ty  Hall  is located  a t  235 East  Plume S t r e e t  i n  t h e  c i t y  of Norfolk. 
The nominated proper ty  c o n s i s t s  of  t h e  bui ld ing and a small a r e a  t o  t h e  south and west, 
occupying a t o t a l  a rea  o f  23,050.81 s q . f t .  and l i s t e d  i n  t h e  Norfolk Ci ty  Deed Book a s  
#1459. I t  encompasses 135.70' on Plume S t r e e t  ( n o r t h ) ,  151.70' on At lan t i c  S t r e e t  ( e a s t ) ,  
143.07' on a p r i v a t e  l ane  ( sou th ) ,  and 187.07' t o  t h e  west.  I t  is t h e  same area  t h a t  was 
turned over t o  the  c i t y  of  Norfolk when it acquired t h e  proper ty  from t h e  GSA of the  U. S .  
government i n  1937. 

RCC 

8. SIGNIFICANCE (Continued) 

a r c h i t e c t s '  successful  use  of  t h e  Neo-Palladian Revival s t y l e ,  which Wyatt no doubt 
brought t o  t h e  p r o j e c t  from h i s  t r a i n i n g  i n  P a r i s .  H i s  exposure t o  French Neoclassicism 
and t h e  mastery of Neo-Palladian d e t a i l s  is evident  i n  t h e  design of t h e  f i rm ' s  Norfolk 
building.  

The growth of Norfolk a f t e r  World War I r e s u l t e d  i n  t h e  need f o r  a l a r g e r  f ede ra l  
building.  Not u n t i l  1934, however, were funds f i n a l l y  appropriated f o r  a new federa l  build- 
ing  on Granby S t r e e t .  Following its completion, t h e  U.S.  Pos t  Off ice  and Federal Courts 
Building was turned over t o  t h e  City of  Norfolk f o r  use a s  a c i t y  h a l l .  The publ ic  use 

(See Continuation Sheet # 2) 
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restriction was released by the General Services Administration on July 17, 1980. The 

city now plans to sell the structure to a Richmond developer who is currently working 
on its conversion into a restaurant. 






