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CONDITION 
( c f w c k  OlleJ Ic l tock  Ono) 

I 
Blandford Church is  an c igh tecn th  cen tu ry  b r i c k ,  onc s t o r y  

s t r u c t u r e ,  b u i l t  dur ing  two per iods  of cons t ruc t ion .  l l ~ e  o r i g i n a l  block,  
approsiiiiatcly 6 4 '  by 2 9 ' ,  was joincd l a t e r  by a  no r th  wing which mcastircd 
appros in~a tc ly  30' by 2 9 ' .  Uoth po r t ions  have il s l a t e  gable  roof w i t h  an 
upturn o r  s p l a y  a t  the  e a v e s l i n e  and a  modillioned co rn ice .  Xke b r i c k  is 
l a i d  predoininantly i n  Flcmish bond wi th  a  beveled w a t e r t a b l e  and an almost 
t o t a l  use of  glazed headers .  English bond occurs  below the  w a t e r t a b l c  on 
the o r i g i n a l  block and on t h e  upper p o r t i o n  of tile e a s t e r n  gab le .  The 
e a s t e r n  doonmy and a l l  of t h e  p r i n c i p l e  window openings have roundheaded 
a rches  of rubbed b r i c k  whose vousso i r s  a l t e r n a t e  f u l l  b r i cks  wi th  two h a l f  
b r i c k s .  The no r th  and south  doorways and the  no r th  g a l l e r y  windows have 
f l a t  a r ches .  Rubbed b r i c k  is used on the  quoining and the  door and window 
jaiiibs. Notable r e p a i r s  t o  the  brickwork a r e  t h e  r e p o i n t i n g  i n  s e v e r a l  
a r c a s ,  r e b u i l d i n g  the  c e n t r a l  po r t ions  of t h e  o ld  no r th  w a l l  a s  w e l l  a s  the  
r econs t ruc t ion  of t h e  south  and n o r t h  doorways. The s i l l s  and p a r t s  of  t h e  
window framing a r e  probably c o l o n i a l .  The i n t e r i o r  is e n t i r e l y  new except  
f o r  the  oak beam suppor t ing  t h e  west  g a l l e r y .  The o r i g i n a l  form of  a  
segmental arched c e i l i n g  has  been r e t a i n e d  b u t  w i t h  t h e  a d d i t i o n  of exposed 

1 beams. The sma l l  churchyard i s  surrounded by a n  e igh teen th  cen tu ry  w a l l  i n  1 English bond b r i c k  wi th  moulded cap and enc loses  numerous c o l o n i a l  tombs. 
! 

T.H. 



Blandford  Church o f  B r i s t o l  P a r i s h  is t h e  t h i r d  b u i l d i n g  of  t h a t  
p a r i s h  and  r e c e i v e s  i t s  name from t h e  town o f  B l a n d f o r d ,  now p a r t  o f  t h e  
C i t y  o f  P e t e r s b u r g .  The o r i g i n a l  b l o c k  was comple ted  i n  1736 o r  1737 by 
M r .  Thonlas R a v e n s c r o f t  w i t h  a  n o r t h  wing and  t h e  s u r r o u n d i n g  b r i c k  w a l l  
added sometime between 1752 and 1769 by Colone l  R ichard  Bland.  The 
p a r i s h  began t o  h o l d  most  o f  i t s  s e r v i c e s  a t  S a i n t  P a u l ' s ,  t h e  new c h u r c h  
i n  P e t e r s b u r g  circa 1802, i n  1819.  John  Grammar, a c i t i z e n  o f  
P e t e r s b u r g ,  bough t  t h e  b u i l d i n g  and gave t h e  p r o p e r t y  t o  t h e  town. By 
1882, t h e  c h u r c h  had d e t e r i o r a t e d  c o n s i d e r a b l y  and some r e p a i n ~ o r k ,  
i n c l u d i n g  t h e  b u i l d i n g  o f  t h e  p r e s e n t  s l a t e  r o o f ,  was : ~ n d e r t a k e n  by t h e  
c i t y  c o u n c i l .  I n  1901,  t h e  c i t y  c o u n c i l  a u t h o r i z e d  t h e  h d i e s  Xcmoria l  
~ L s s o c i a t i o n  t o  r e s t o r e  t h e  b u i l d i n g .  B landford  Church was modeled a f t e r  
M e r c h a n t ' s  Hope Church ( t r a d i t i o n a l l y  d a t e d  1657)  i n  P r i n c e  George County, 
and i n d e e d ,  b e a r s  a s t r i k i n g  resemblance  i n  form and d e t a i l i n g  t o  i t s  
more famous p r e d e c e s s o r .  The s u r v i v a l  o f  most o f  i t s  f i n e  b r i c k w o r k  
i n t a c t  a l o n g  w i t h  t h e  e x i s t e n c e  o f  a n  e i g h t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  c h u r c h y a r d  w a l l  
p l a c e  Blandford  i n  V i r g i n i a ' s  i m p o r t a n t  c o l l e c t i o n  o f  e i g h t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  
A n g l i c a n  c h u r c h  a r c h i t e c t u r e .  

T.H. 
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S T b T E  C O D C  

I l l  FORM P R E P A R E D  BY 
IN I \ML l tTL  E 

I V i r ~ i n i a  H i s t o r i c  Landmarks Commission S t a f f  1 

A s  t h e  d c s i f n a t e d  S l a t e  1.inison O f f i c e r  for  the  N a -  
I 

I h e r e b y  c e r t i f y  tha t  t h i s  p r o p e r t y  rs i n c l u d c d  i n  t h e  
t i u n a l  l l t i t o r i c  P r e s e r v a t i o n  A c t  of 1906 (Public I.aw 

O R G A N I Z A T I O N  O A T S  

8'1-hb5). I  hereby n u m i n n t c  t h i s  (property for  i n c l u s i o n  

in  t h e  Nnthonal  1:egister end  c e r t i f y  t h a t  i t  h a s  been  

e v a l l ~ a t c d  accordins to the  c r i t e r i a  a n d  procedures s e t  

fo r th  b y  t h c  N a t i o n a l  Park S c r v i c e .  T h e  recommended 

l e v c l  of a i g t l l i i c a n c e  of t h i s  non i lna t lon  i s :  
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