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5 DESCRIPTION 

CONDITION CHECK ONE CHECK ONE 

X - ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~   ORIGINALS SITE 
-ALTERED _ M O V E D  D A T F  

DESCRIBETHE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The Tabb S t e e t  P resby te r i an  Church is  a monumental, temple-form s t r u c t u r e  of 
stuccoed b r i ck  wi th  g r a n i t e  d e t a i l i n g ,  loca ted  a t  21 West Tabb S t r e e t  i n  Petersburg.  
Designed by Thomas U.  Walter i n  1843, the  bui ld ing  is f ron ted  by a massive Greek 
Doric pedimented p e r i s t y l e  p o r t i c o  c o n s i s t i n g  of s i x  f l u t e d  columns and f u l l  en tab la -  
t u r e .  The small  a r e a  i n  f r o n t  of t h e  church is  enclosed by a simple c a s t - i r o n  fence 
with l a r g e  s tone  p i e r s  a t  i n t e r v a l s  f o r  suppor t .  The enclosure is  approached by s tone  
s t e p s ,  graded i n  accordance wi th  the  s lope  of the  s i t e .  

The main (south)  facade conta ins  a  high double doorway wi th  wood paneling a t  
both the  ,opening o f  t h e  balcony l e v e l  and a t  the  s t r e e t  l e v e l .  .The doorway is capped 
by a long g r a n i t e  head, i n  an  otherwise 'unpierced w a l l  framed by p l a i n  ,Dor ic  p i l a s t e r s  
a t  each corner .  The s i d e  ( e a s t  and west)  e l eva t ions  a r e  composed of four  bays c o n s i s t -  
ing of double windows bu t t ed  toge the r ,  t h e  window frame extending t h e  he ight  of t h e  
main f l o o r  and balcony. The balcony l e v e l  windows a r e  separa ted  from those  below by 
wooden Chinese l a t t i c e  panels  o f  a  l a t e r  da te .  The windows on the  main f l o o r  a r e  9/9 
double-hung sash ,  whi le  the  balcony windows a r e  6/6 double-hung sash.  A l l  t h e  windows 
a r e  framed by louvered s h u t t e r s .  S ide  ent rances  a r e  provided a t  t he  basement l e v e l  on 
both the  e a s t  and west e l e v a t i o n s .  The rough-faced g r a n i t e  a s h l a r  basement a l s o  has 
t h r e e  windows on e i t h e r  s i d e ,  a l igned  with those above. Attached t o  t h e  r e a r  is  a 
l a r g e ,  t h ree - s to ry  b r i c k  a d d i t i o n  b u i l t  i n  1944 t o  house a d d i t i o n a l  meeting rooms and 
t h e  Sunday School. The wing, al though i n s e n s i t i v e  t o  the  o l d e r  s t r u c t u r e ,  is not  
obt rus ive  from the  f r o n t .  The o r i g i n a l  s t e e p l e ,  c o n s i s t i n g  of a  tapered  octagonal  
s p i r e  above a square  p i l a s t e r e d  b e l f r y ,  was removed i n  1938 and i s  preserved i n  the  
Exchange Museum i n  Petersburg .  The s t e e p l e  b e l l  is s t i l l  i n  the  possess ion  o f  the  
church. 

The i n t e r i o r  o f  the  church c o n s i s t s  of two f u l l  f l o o r s  and a balcony. The 
ground f l o o r ,  approximately 12 f e e t  below s t r e e t  l e v e l ,  conta ins  a  c e l l a r - l i k e  space 
below the  s t e p s  wi th  s tone  w a l l s  andavaulted c e i l i n g .  Its o r i g i n a l  purpose is un- 
known. A modern k i t c h e n  and auditorium complete t h e  ground f l o o r .  The main f l o o r ,  
5 f e e t  above s t r e e t  l e v e l ,  conta ins  t h e  main church sanctuary  and church lobby. A 
curved apse is f ron ted  by a s c r e e n  o f  s i x  f l u t e d  t i n  columns. The colums have 
c a p i t a l s  f r e e l y  adapted from the  Temple of t h e  Winds. The p u l p i t ,  l o c a t e d  i n  f r o n t  
of the  screen ,  c o n s i s t s  o f  a  s e r i e s  of simple decora t ive  panels.  The sanc tua ry  c e i l -  
ing conta ins  a  c e n t r a l  medall ion,  which f e a t u r e s  a  S t a r  of David. From t h e  s t a r  t h e r e  
p ro jec t s  a  number of t h i n  s t r i p s  i n  a  s t a ~ b u r s t  p a t t e r n .  This is  f u r t h e r  surrounded 
by a s e r i e s  of panels i n  a  "donutn-shaped p a t t e r n .  Around t h e  edge of t h e  c e i l i n g  is 
a paneled f r i e z e .  Egg-and-dart nauld ing  def ines  both the  medall ion and t h e  f r i e z e .  
Along the  auditorium wa l l s  is  decora t ive  paneled wood wainscot ,  3  f e e t  i n  he igh t .  The 
pews a r e  o r i g i n a l  throughout the church. The paneled g a l l e r y  is supported on s l ender  
i ron  columns and con ta ins  t h e  c h o i r  l o f t  and church orzan,  i n s t a l l e d  i n  1867 and 
e x t e ~ l s i v e l y  r e b u i l t .  Much of the  o r i g i n a l  church f u r n i t u r e  is preserved. 

A two-story pa r i sh  house s t ands  t o  the  west of t h e  church. The b r i c k ,  gable  roof 
s t r u c t u r e  is s t y l i s t i c a l l y  Greek Revival and has unfor tunate ly  l o s t  most of i t s  o r i g i n a l  
i n t e r i o r  t r i m .  

RCC (see cont inuat ion  Sheet  # I )  
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6. REF'RESENTATION I N  EXISTING SURVEYS 

(2) H i s t o r i c  American Buildings Survey 
1968 Federa l  
Library  of  Congress 
Washington, D. C.  

(3)  Virg in ia  H i s t o r i c  Landmarks Commission Survey 
1967, 1978 S t a t e  
V i r g i n i a  H i s t o r i c  Landmarks Commission 
221 Governor S t r e e t  
Richmond, V i rg in i a  23219 

7. DESCRIPTION 

BOUNDARY JUSTIFICATION 

The r e g i s t e r  boundary has been drawn t o  include t h e  church and t h e  p a r i s h  house 
west of  it a s  w e l l  a s  t h e  l o t s  on which t h e  two bui ld ings  a r e  s i t u a t e d .  
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__INVENTION 

SPECIFIC DATES 1843 
Thomas U. Walter 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

~ r e c t e d  i n  1843' f o r  ~ e t e k s b u r ~ ' s  Ptesbyt6jcian cb.ngrega'tidn;'" Tabb S t r e e t  'Presbyter ian 
Church is  i mdving' exampl6 'bf  t h e  Greek ~e'vsviva'l 'style. Yhe c h u r c h  was 'dds'igned b y  one 
of America's foremost a r c h i t e c t s ,  Thomas U.  Walter  o f  Phi lade1phia; 'whois  b e s t  remembered 
a s  t h e  des igner  of  t h e  dome of  t h e  United S t a t e s  Cap i to l .  Although Walter  worked i n  
numerous h i s t o r i c a l  s t y l e s ,  h i s  p ro f i c i ency  i n  t h e  Greek is we l l  i l l u s t r a t e d  i n  t h e  
hero ic  y e t  g r a c e f u l  l i n e s  of  Tabb S t r e e t  Church. The i n t e r i o r ,  wi th  i t s  apse f ron ted  
by a  curved s c r e e n  o f  columns i n  a  f r e e l y  i n t e r p r e t e d  Temple of  t h e  Winds o rde r ,  is 
one of the  more dramatic  spaces of  i t s  type i n  t h e  country.  I n  Tabb S t r e e t ,  a s  we l l  
a s  i n  two of  h i s  o t h e r  V i rg in i a  commissions, Walter demonstrated how solemn c l a s s i c a l  
forms could be adapted f o r  C h r i s t i a n  purposes and enhance t h e  d i g n i t y  of worship. 

The present  bu i ld ing  is t h e  t h i r d  t o  s e r v e  t h e  congregat ion,  which was e s t ab l i shed  
i n  1813. "We wi tnessed  on yes t e rday  evening t h e  novel s p e c t a c l e  of t h e  r a i s i n g  of  the  
s t e e p l e  of  t h e  P resby te r i an  church a  new and handsome e d i f i c e  which has - r ecen t ly  been 
e rec t ed  on Tabb S t r e e t ,  near  t h e  r u i n s  of t h e  place of worship formerly belonging t o  
t h e  same congregat ion,"  s t a t e d  t h e  Pe tersburg  Republican on J u l y  26, 1843. The e a r l i e s t  
a c t i v i t i e s  o f  P resby te r i ans  i n  Petersburg occlirredbetween 1746 and 1750, when t h e  Rev. 
Samuel Davies preached a t  i n t e r v a l s  t o  t h e  town's sma l l  congregat ion.  The Presbyter ian  
d o c t r i n e  d i d  n o t ,  however, become permanently e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  t h e  town u n t i l  1812, when 
the Rev. Benjamin Holt Rice began h i s  m i n i s t r y  i n  t h e  win te r  of t h a t  yea r .  A b r i c k  
church was b u i l t  dur ing  1814 and 1815. The congregat ion grew s t e a d i l y ,  and a  new 
bu i ld ing  was e r e c t e d  i n  1823 w i t h  t h e  c o r n e s t o n e  l a i d  "agreeable t o  t h e  anc ient  custom 
of the  masonic soc ie ty" .  It was t h i s  bu i ld ing  t h a t  was t o  be r e f e r r e d  t o  a s  "ruins" by 
the  Republican, having been destroyed by f i r e  on Nov. 7, 1841. The congregat ion wor- 
shipped i n  Mechanics Hal l  u n t i l  the  present  e d i f i c e  was dedica ted  on January 25, 1844. 

RCC 
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