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The C i t y  Market i s  an oc tagonal  b r i c k  s t r u c t u r e ,  n i n e t y - t h r e e  f e e t  i n  
diameter.  Each s i d e  of i t s  ground f l o o r  i s  d iv ided  i n t o  t h r e e  arched bays 
composed of  double  RomaresqE ; s t y l e  windows, g i v i n g  t h e  e f f e c t  of  an arcade 
Hor i zon ta l ly  d i v i d i n g  t h e  e x t e r i o r  w a l l s ,  and surrounding t h e  e n t i r e  
bu i ld ing  i s  a  l a r g e  me ta l  canopy supported on e l a b o r a t e  i r o n  b racke t s .  
Above t h e  canopy on each s i d e  a r e  t h r e e  arched windows which have been 
br icked  i n .  The c o r n i c e  l i n e  f e a t u r e s  co rbe led  b r i c k ;  crowning t h e  hipped 
roof i s  a  low oc tagona l  cupola  con ta in ing  louvered arched windows. 

The market i s  p i c t u r e s q u e l y  s e t  i n  a  spac ious  square.  
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The land  on which t h e  C i t y  Market s t a n d s  was g iven  i n  t r u s t  i n  1806 by 
Robert B a l l i n g ,  an e a r l y ,  a f f l u e n t  merchant who in tended t h a t  i t  should 
always be used  f o r  a  market. B u i l t  i n  1878-79, t h e  p resen t  market 
b u i l d i n g  i s  t h e  f o u r t h  t o  have been b u i l t  on t h i s  s i t e ,  t h e  f i r s t  having 
been c o n s t r u c t e d  i n  1787. 

The market  b u i l d i n g  i s  an unusua l ly  f i n e  example of  an urban a r c h i t e c t u r a l  
form which i s  f a s t  d isappear ing .  I ts  oc tagonal  shape and well-handled 
d e t a i l s  g i v e  t h e  market a  d i s t i n c t i o n  r a r e l y  found i n  such u t i l i t a r i a n  
s t r u c t u r e s .  As a  s t i l l  func t ion ing  i n s t i t u t i o n ,  t h e  c i t y  market remains 
as  a  landmark o f  a n  important  a spec t  o f  American c u l t u r e .  
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